334 


A D 1400 their gates accortlmgly, with such an assortment of valua- 

bles as they could collect together for their purpose, and through 
sufla. intercession of the Shahzaclah already employed against the town, 
they succeeded in obtaining from TeymAi, what they possibly rejoic- 
ed to receive, indemnity for their lives. 

Although the booty acquired at the reduction of Hama had been 
added, by Teymhr, to the distribution already made among the prin- 
ces of the blood, and the principal officers of his court and armies, 
all these together, twenty days subsequent to that event, united iii 
representing to him again, nevertheless, the fatigue and hardships to 
M'hich, for a period of almost two years, they had been exposed in dis- 
tant and laborious expeditions, and by which their cattle, of every 
description, were at last reduced to mere skeletons, totally incapable 
of active service or exertion many shape, while their enemies, unim- 
paired in force and equipment, sat quietly at their doors with all their 
resources at hand, in perfect readiness for action. It was, they alle- 
ged, on these considerations that they now proposed to their sovereign, 
provided he could bring himself to concur in opinion, to proceed 
without further delay to the plains of Terabolis, or Tripoly, there to 
pass the approaching winter; and that they would be then enabled at 
the return of spring, with recruited vigor and renovated equipments, 
to resume his designs of extermination against the enemy. 

These remonstrances, however consistent in appearance with the 
dictates of ordinary prudence, pioduced but little impression upon 
the inflexible temper of Teymfir ; whose plan was already concerted, 
by an active and rapid course of operations, tobarrassand distress the 
enemy, without affording him amoment’s repose. In concurrence with 
this he put his troops m motion next for Hames, Hems, or Emesa,at 
the distance of about four and twenty miles, perhaps, from his last 
position at Hama. At the suggestion of some of the lords or bis 
court favorably disposed to their interests, and who had preceded the 
mam body m that direction, the inhabitants of Hems prudently re- 
solved on immediate submission ; and, on the appearance of the im- 
perial standard m the neighborhood, proceeded accordingly to attest, 
by the rapst prompt and acceptable services, their zeal, and obedience 
to the authority of the conqueror. In consequence of thus prudent- 
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]y yielding to the storm, they remained, for the present at least, se- 
cure against the depredations and excesses of the ferocious, and hos- 
tile myriads by whom they were encompassed ; and Teymilr directed 
his march, from Hems, towards the ancient ahd celebrated city of 
Baalbek. 

Having continued his progress in that direction for several farsangs, 
[for a day’sjourney according to De la Croix], he found it conve- 
nient to encamp in the neighborhood of a Nimekzaiir, or saltmarsh , 
from whence he took the opportunity of detaching a division of his 
armies to over-run the country towaids Se3'dah and Beirout — the Sidon 
and Ber^'tus of the ancients, as it is almost unnecessary to explain. 
Resuming his march, he arrived before Baalbek,* and the whole army 
became astonished to the last degree, at the singular strength and 
solidity of the walls of that place, some of the stones which formed 
the angles being found, on admeasurement, of the enormous dimen- 
sions of eight and twenty cubits in length by sixteen cubits in 
breadth; and, it is added fiom De la Croix, that they were seven 
cubits, or at least twelve feet ten inches thick. According to the 
tradition of the country prevailing among all classes of the natives, 
they were erected by supernatural powers — by the genu under the 
instructions of Solomon. Be this, however, as it may, the imperial 
troops made themselves masters of this celebrated city, the Syrian 
Heliopolis of former ages, without tlie smallest difficulty; and an 
immense supply of fruit, and all kinds of gram, rendered them abun- 
dantly thankful for the spontaneous bounty of that almighty power, 
which thus never ceased to promote and prosper all their undertak- 
ings. From Baalbek, a body of that}’- thousand horse, undCr the 
Ameirs Sheikh Nhr-ud-dein, Shah hlelek, and Sounjek Bahauder, 
was now dispatched towards Damascus. 

As the wintei]" was by this time considerably advanced, and the 
rigors of the season prevailing with more intense severity at Baalbek, 
in consequence of its situation at the foot of Mount Libanus, Teymur 
proceeded also, withoutfurther delay, to the fertile and genial territory 
adjoining to Damascus. In the mean time, the commanders whom 

• Bj the best maps, it appears to be situated about 34 miles, N. N W. of Damascus 
t The first of tbe fifteenth century. 


A H. 803. 
A D 1400. 

Roiizut-us- 

SUfiCrl. 



336 


•''« ““""-y 'O'^rds Seydah and Be, rout, 
Jt<m,„t.„>. of Phosnicia, joined him on the march, loaded 

sdflii. Will) booty. While, on the otiier hand, the chiefs who presided at 
Damascus, having ascertained the approach ofTeymur, dispatched by 
flesh, and repeated messages, to announce their danger to Melek Far- 
edje,and to urge the necessity of his immediate presence on the spot, m 
order to resist the progress of the Tcheghataian armies. Roused by 
these urgent solicitations, the Sultan of Egypt at last set out for Da- 
mascus, at the liead of a puissant force, armed and equipped with 
extraordinary splendor. On his arrival, however, in his Syran capi- 
tal, after exerting himself with indefatigable activity to complete his 
arrangements for the defence of the city, the author of mischief sug- 
gested to the Sultan the idea of employing the perfidious expedient 
of assassination, in order to cut off his illustrious adversary. 

For this purpose, having selected a desperate ruffian who, under th e 
garb of a religious mendicant, was possessed of the most fascinating 
address, and pouers of language uncommonly seductive, the Egyptian 
Sultan dispatched him as his envoy, or confidential agent, to the pre- 
sence of Teymfir; with instructions to remain about the person of 
that monarch, until he should have found an opportunity' to stab him 
with a poisoned dagger. This ru ffian was accompanied, at the same time, 
by two others of the same character with himself, also furnished with 
similar poisoned weapons, which they concealed in their boots. The 
perfidious deputation obtained admission, without diflSculty, to the 
presence of Teymur; but, although frequently permittedto approachbis 
person, they could never find the opportunity for which they sought. 
At length, through that singular felicity which seemed on all occasions 
to watch over the destiny of Teymfii, some circumstance in the beha- 
vior of these men awakened the suspicions ofKhaujah Musskoud, the 
Semnaunian, at this period one of the secretaries of the council; and 
their persons being immediately subjected to examination, the poison- 
ed weapons were discovered in their boots, A full disclosure of the 
base design was now drawn from the principal ; and, although Tey- 
mfir conceived it necessary to express his full sense of the regard, 
which was always due to the sacred character of an ambassador, with 
which he was invested, yet as an example to all mankind, that it 
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not In ho proslitiitcd witli impunity to the pnrpo‘ios of treason 
and a‘;'^assi nation, ho rau«;od him to ho iii'^iainK liac kod to doalli with 
hiv ow n doiret r. and In*' ^ar^a‘^ ■ hurnt to n‘?hos Ills accomplioos wore, 
lio\\o\or, dlsmlS‘^od mill the lo';'? of tlitur cat«; and nose's, and willi a 
h tier « Inch lho\ norc charged to deincr to llicir nnworlliy employer, 
the Sultan of I'-jn pt. 

The imperial armies now advanced in full force, straight to Da- 
mascus, iicforo which they presentU encamped near the kulibah Sc}'- 
aur, or cupola of the nincpross, or perhaps of the planets, immcdi 
aU'ly surrounding their camp mill a trench, and parapet, or hreast- 
wotk, of hurdles and fascines, [tclnippcr& niaiidiiah] Teymur, in 
]icr^on, proceeded to the summit of a neighboring eminence, in order 
to take a distinct and careful sur\ cy of the n orks of the place , at the 
same time, directing the advanced parties of the army to move on, 
\\ithout diln\, to attack the cncm> who appeared mihout the town. 
Ameir Sounnk, and other distinguished commanders, hastened ac- 
cordingly to gi\c to their ad\ersaries lurther prools of superior 
callantrv and skill The attack was led on in particular hv Saeme Te- 
inhr Hahander, Dannah Khaiijah, and Townkkel nawerlchei, and 
these were, in a short time, hra\oly supported by the Amcirs Seyud 
Khanjah, and Sheikh Ally liahaudcr, from the right, and by Mirza 
Husimn, from the left w mg of the main body. In the issue, liowever, 
the S) nans w ere dii\cn witli great slaughter into the town, or Us 
eiuirons ; and a number of piisoncrs ha\ing fallen into the hands of 
the Tcymurians, they were conducted to the imperial tents, and there 
immediately put to death, together w'lth Shedonn, and the captives 
who had been brought from Aleppo, in retaliation, possibl}', for the 
recent perfidious attempt of Melek Faredje. In the mean time, 
since the name of Teymur Taush is not expressly mentioned amono- 
these who suflTered on the occasion, there may have been some grounds 
for the accusation that he had betrayed the cause of his master, and 
for the conclusion that he was now' spared on that account. 

That very night, how'ever, an event occurred in the imperial camp, 
so singular and unexpected as to excite universal surprise and as- 
tonishment. This W'as the desertion, to the enemy, of no less dis- 
tinguished a personage than Mirza, or Ameirzadah, Siiltan Husseyne, 
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the giandson of Teym6r by h,s daughter Taujia Beggy espoused, at 
an earlv penod, to Mahommed Beg the son of Ameir Moussa. The 
otherwise unaccountable defection, of a pnnee who had so frequently 
stgnahzed his courage and zeal under the standard of hisgrandfatbej^, 
IS asenbed to the effect of a drunken debauch, and to the depraved 
and malevolent suggestions of some turbulent individuals, with whom 
lie had ,the misfortune to associate. But, whatever weie his motives, 
he made directly for the city, and was there received by the Syrians 
as the harbinger of success and victory; and he was accordingly con- 
ducted into the town, with a pomp and splendor which bespoke 
then satisfaction in a very eminent degree. The circumstance was^ 
hoMe\er, instantly made known to Ameir Shah MeJek, by two of the 
M irza s domestics, and by that chief reported without id el ay to Teymur. 

In consequence of this untoward proceeding, the Tcheghataian mon- 
arcli early the following day, conceived itexpedient to change the posi- 
tion of hiii'army, and to withdraw' to the distance of about a farsang,to 
the south west of Damascus — to the plains on the road to Kanaan 
and Egypt, w' here he 'again encamped, diiecting his troops, on this 
occasion, to encircle the w'hole ot the position with a bieast work of 
stone, protected by a ditch in front. Light troops v ere, at the same time, 
dispatched to every quartei, and strong guaids posted in all directions; 
in order to prevent surprise, and to give the earliest intelligence of the 
enemy’s movements. Two days had been suffered to expire in tins 
state of suspense and inactivity, when Teymfir, in all probability, with 
a view to encourage the confidence and augment the fancied security 
of'the. Egyptians, determined to dispatch an office!*, of the name of 
Fadsfiah Bouran, to the court of Melek Faredje, in order to demand, 
once moie, the enlargement of his servant Ettelmesh; and further, if he 
were wisely disposed to avert the calamities by which the desolation 
of his country was about to be completed, to require that the coinage 
might be struck, and the Khotbah, or prayei'for the sovereip, pro- 
nounced in his name. 

Contrary to foimer practice,' the ambassador was now received, 
on his entrance into Damascus, with all the respect that was due to 
his characte-r, by Melek Faredje, every attention being shewn to him 
that could either cbnciliate his good opinion or gratify his wishes 
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To accomplish ihi*:, and not less to displa}' their superior skill in the a IJ.om. 
management of arlificial firow orks, and the artillery of that ai^e, [raud- 

, 11111 1 ll0U7llt-US- 

andau7— literally thunder casting, and probably adverting to the suffa. 
discharge of greek fire, which is described to have made a frightful 
roaring noise in its passae:c through the air], all who excelled in 
that branch of the art of war, and these were retained in extraordina- 
r\ numhers in the ser\ice of the Sultan, were now' summoned to ex- 
hibit, in all their perfection, their boasted powers in that formidable 
species of annoyance ; the Syrians, ohser\es our author, fondly flat- 
tering themseUes that these must be proofs, to conviction, ot their 
surpassing strength and multiplied resources — little reflecting that 
when once the torrent of \cngeance was let loose, neither the fire- 
worker nor his inventions, the engineer nor his boasted machineryi 
would be able for a moment to arrest its awful course. 

AVith every reason to be rejoiced at the result of his mission, the 
cn\oy returned to the camp of his sotereign, and was immediately 
follow cdb\ a deputation, from the toivn, with instructions to repair 
to the presence of TeNmilr, At the interMew with that monaich, to 
which they were w’llhont difliculty admitted, they humbly stated ou 
the part of the I g^ ptiaii and S\ nan chiefs, that they w’cre not less dis- 
posed to give him ilie last proofs of submission and obedience, than 
to cMnce their entire repugnance to the commission of anj' act, that 
might appear hostile to his authority , and in the confidence that 
this would entitle them to the compassionate forbearance of the 
Tcheghataian monarch, that his lieutenant Ettelmesh, in the course of 
a few da) s, w'ould be restored to liberty, and to the presence of his sov- 
ereign , after which, and encouraged by their hopes of the further 
extension of imperial favor, that they w'ould be found, through life, 
stedfast and undeviating in the path of duty and allegiance. The 
deputies were upon this honorably dismissed w'lih presents of money 
and Khelauts, and every other mark of royal consideration. 

AYhen, how'ever, the main body of the imperial armies had contin- 
ued, for about ten days, thus encamped to the south-westwaid of Da- 
mascus, and every vestige of forage, and subsistance for his cattle, had 
disappeared from that part of the countrj', TeymCir dispatched his 
quartermasters to examine the state of the district about Ghoutali, 
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1 P?!™- 7'""'' '“y of the cty; and, aa these returned wuh a 

- Ro,,,,,,.,; ;: leport of that nch and fertile region, the whole of the troops 

sofla. 'vere immediately set in motion to encamp in that quarter. Hence, 
on perceiving the movement, the inhabitants of Damascus rashly 
concluded that it must have been occasioned by some circumstances 
of alarming sedition, some disastrous failure of means, or defection 
of force; and that the Tcheghal^ian armies, by the direction of their 
march, were in full retreat towards the Euphrates. Under such an 
impression, tiiey proceeded to animate each other to embrace this 
golden opportunity of attacking, with superior and united force, the 
rear of the Teymbnans ; whose resistance, even under the ordinary 
disadvantages of a retreat would be but feeble, and the least confusion 
might be easily improved into all the horrors of a tumultuous and 
disorder!}' flight. With these absurd and ill grounded speculations, 
all, that were capable of bearing arms, now hastened to buckle on 
their cuirasses and coats of mail , and, sword and spear in hand, on 
horseback and on foot, with every species of weapon they could 
procure at the moment, issued from the.gates of Damascus in such 
prodigious multitudes, that the}' covered the surrounding plains as 
far as the eye could reach. 

The appearance of this promiscuous multitude was soon announced 
to TeymAr, by the light cavalry employed to scour the country, 
and convey intelligence of the enemy^s designs; and he immediately 
prognosticated, that the power of the SAltan of Egypt was approaching 
to the verge of decline, and that it was, probably, about to set forever. 
With confidence unimpaired he, therefore, hastened in person to the 
rear, in order to make head against this hostile throng, at the same time 
' ‘ giving directions that his tents might be pitched, and that the army 

should immediately encamp, covering themselves with a barricade 
of stones, and articles of baggage, or whatever else they found nearest 
at hand. 

In the mean time, accompanied by fifty of his guards and attendants, 
Teymfir ascended a hill in the neighborhood, where he proceeded, 
in the first instance, to the performance of his devotions, and, having 
earnestly implored the aid of that unpartnered being who rules the 
universe, to aid him in the conflict in which he was about to engage, 
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he wuh the ofn inin«l al race, rrmonutrd Inc lioi^c to jur- 
]nre lor hanle. 'I h(' ireop'. of ih« h H ninir ha»l ^o\^ all reinnu d, and 
wt re at iln u allotted ct uionv,\\ In n or*!* r*- w <’re i;i\en that the Mtr? is 
Miiruit'hah. Shah llokh, and Ahh llukki r, w iih the Annnr Svdinvan 
Shah, and otlu r distinjnishi d rominandi'ts from tlu' riplil w inj;. chonhl 
ad\ ance uithnnt d*la\ to r<’pnls. the « to n)\ .a rorr*'spr»iidin^ attack 
heint: ni-nh', nearh at tlu ';anie nionjent. from the lett, !i\ the tonianii'' 
and kon''hun‘> nndtr Sultan M dnnhd Khann, and Mir?a IClialeil 
Sultan, \\ith the Ann irs lahann Shah, Gin js anth*nd-dein rerkhan, 
lownkkil Yadpaur llerlac. ‘'Inikh Arslan, 'roplhph Khauiah Ili*rlas, 
[this IS htc first app* ar me* ]. 1\ ir All> S* hiur, and nnn\ otht r "allanl 
chitfs A third attack w ;is < itrnd <tn. at thcsime litne, by the 
ad' .Mired t:nard of tlu- * < nlr<‘, undi r the ilireotion of the \ineirsSonn- 
jek, Shah Milek, Se\ nd K Inon ih. Slonl h Ally Bah inder, lordlier 
with S’uincTcinhr [‘^.iini Muir], Mahoniined Arand, 'Powiikkc! 
Bawerlchei, .in*l otiur lenders of Ivonshhns 

'I'lins assailed on c\cr\ suit', the St nans and I'p'ptians ttcrc 
coon awakened trom tluir ilhisnc dream of triumph, and finally 
repelleil, with inmendonc chuiuhtor. to the p.itec of Damascuc, iltc 
carnape hemp onl\ put a stop to ht the walls of the town, Dunn" 
the conflict, the micgnuled Mirza Sultan Iluccryne, who had been 
entrusted with the command of the left winp of the enem\ , and who 
w.’C opposed in the battle to the Mirrac Meiran Shah and Shah llokh, 
was taken priconer by Kuilck, or, perhaps, Toublek Kouichin, one 
of the retainers of the latter prince, who scued iiic horse by the 
bridle, and conducted him to the presence of his chief. The circum- 
stance was reported wiihotii dcla\ to Tetmiir, by whose commands 
he was immediately placed underdose and rigorous restraint. From 
this, at iheeNpiration of a few* dn^s, he was, released, nevertheless, 
at the intercession of Shah llokh, but not before he had been sub- 
jected to the discipline of the bastinado , neither Avas he, for a long 
time aftenvards, permitted to enter the imperial presence. 

The battle which, on this occasion, decided the fate of Damascus, 
IS recorded to have taken place on the nineteenth of the hitter Jum- 
maudy, of the eight hundred and third of the hidjerah.* On the day 

* 3d of rcbmnry 1401 
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following, Teymur removed his camp to the foot of one of the hills in 
the neighborhood, at a short distance from the town. On the twenty 
first, having directed the whole array to array and arm themselves 
with more than ordinary attention, and posting his line of elephants 
in the front, their trunks tremendously furnished with the implements 
of destruction in various forms, he proceeded in magnificent order 
of battle towards the city; and, on a rising ground which overlooked 
the place, drew up the whole in fair and formidable display, to the 
equal astonishment and terror of the inhabitants, w'ho had not, before, 
had an opportunity of contemplating the stupendous force of the 
enemy, now, on the acclivity of the hill, completely in their view. 
Their terrors were not at all abated by the frightful din of the horns 
and kettle-drums, and the savage and appalling shouts of the Teymur- 
ians; and it was, therefore, uith confusion in their minds and trepida- 
tion in their limbs, that the}^ prepared to oppose a destiny vhich 
appeared no longer resistible. The victorious Teymurians advanced, 
on the other hand, altogether to the side of a deep ravine, or water 
course, on the edge of w'hich they now encamped, the ravine answer- 
ing the purpose of a ditch to the rampart of hurdles and earth, with 
which they, as usual, fortified their camp, further protected on this 
occasion by clievaux de frise.^ 

When all these precautions had been attended to, the cavalry of the 
army, or a part of them, were ordered to cross the watercourse m 
their front, and to present themselves in order of battle to the enemy; 
but, as the latter, however in competent force and equipment, were 
yet smarting under the experience of recent discomfiture, they were 
not to be provoked into the hazard of a second conflict in the open 
field; and they accordingly remained immoveable at their posts. In 
these circumstances, the Sfiltan of Egypt held a council of war with his 
principal officers ; of whom he demanded to know m what manner, m 
their judgment, It appeared most advisable next to proceed, in order 
to avert the awful calamities which seemed so near at band. Several 
of the chiefs contended, on the occasion, that although they had suf- 
fered very considerably in the late unfortunate sally, yet that the 
loss had fallen principally upon the Syrian troops, and the inhabitants 

* Seh-pA^ah — crowsfeet. 


ol D.im.i'-cn*-. I he (on n, hovK r\ (.r, .ind >1^ (Iclcncc lu’.u ei) l)t.'pr.U'5<‘il, A II turn 
wen ‘•nM iho\ iUe'd in pi rferi i (tnililioi), nnd there \ct remained a — 
minn lou*; and di^ iplim d Inrer, wt II c(|iuj>j)cd and ‘^tiperhly armed, to 
maintain tlum .,u:un‘il i\ei\ speoii*' ol nitark. 'I'liey tliereforc 
proi'O'-id to ahide tlu* i‘^>no within liic wall*; of Damascus Others, 
distmjui-.iu d lor tliiir ‘■npoiior v.it;uMiy a.ul more cxteiisne e\pcri- 
(iiee, (ili](eted to this > lopos.d, as t (]iiall\ ahstird and preposterous, 
smri in tie ir \ u w , it w as inei)nsi«;t«'ni w illi rommoii sense, to put their 
safoiN to lia7 ir<l unon the suerrss ol sticli a plan. 'I'hat the dtsastious 
result of the I'p nment which the\ ha<l rccriilh tried upon the 
'I'e\mhnans. under ill the dnad\ inlatrt s of surprise, and a ncglijrent 
retn'pt, ought to he a sufTicieul lesson to guard them against presu- 
ming too far I'jion the (onfidoiiee of superior mimhcrs-, and sircngtli 
Ol positifiii ’I hat which ihe\ should rt commend, on thcconlrart, 
was to elide \ or, tins \ « r \ d..\, to open a further corrcsjioiulence 
with tin ir adMr-ities in order hv conciliatory language, to la\ their 
\om:e. me asleep for a feu hours, and, as coon ns night should spread 
her sahle me nth u\ cr the earth, to at ail themselves of the opportunity, 
to make the best of their way into J'gtpl. With respect to the 
S . rniis ID Damascus, the fiehiinc: nicn nnd inhabitants composed 
toil thcr thf_\ further alleged, an incalculable multitude, and, if in- 
clined to continue hosliluies in the defence of their women and chil- 
dren, they w’cre in jiossession ot ample means to gratify thcirzeal, and 
as a last resource, thc> had the protection of a well fortified citadel 
to retire to, while their fellow’ sulijccis would be thus better enabled 
to efTect a secure retreat into Eg\pt. 

The ma)onU , if not the w liole, of tlic council having finally acceded 
to this latter plan of proceeding, the Egyptian Shltan instantly dis- 
patched his agent to the presence ol Teymur, instructed to disavow, 
on his part, any share in the late attack upon the Tcheghatkian army 
on Its march, w'hich he expressly asciibed to the indiscreet violence 
of an undisciplined multitude, to declare, moreover, that lie impli- 
citly adhered to the terms'alread}’’ proposed on Ins part, and, that if it 
did not materially interfere with the views of Teymhr to suspend all 
further hostilities for the present, the SAltan would not fail, the very 
next day, to fulfil every article of his engagements, w’lih the most 
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scrnpnioiis and consrientioiis fidelity. The agent was admitted, as 
before, without difficulty, to a conference with Teymur, and having 
delivered Ins presents, and discharged the object of his mission, the 
JinpenaJ troops were immediately directed to cease hostilities, and, 
shortly afterwards, peaceably withdrew to their^encampment. 

Upon this, having already made every pievions arrangement for his 
design, Mi lek Faredje, accompanied by the greater part of his court 
and army, quitted Damascus in the middle of the same night, and 
fled with his utmost expedition towards the frontiers of Egypt. His 
flight, however, did not remain long undiscovered. A certain Tcliek- ^ 
maiik, afterwards well known among the Persians, by the name of 
Tcliekmauk the Syrian, early deserted the fugitives, and hastened to 
make known the circumstance to Shah Rokh ; by whom he was 
immediately dispatched to communicate the intelligence to Teymfir. 
The first care of the latter was to preclude all further escape from the 
town; every avenue to which was now closely blocked up, by Mirza 
Aba Bukker, and Ameir Jahaun Shah, from the right wing of the 
armj'', vvliile a formidable division of the most active troops, under 
the Ameirs Sounjek, Allahdaud, Berendek, and Ally Sfiltan, with 
other commanders, proceeded to pursue, and harass the retreat of the 
enemy; many of whom were accordingly overtaken and cut to pieces, 
although the greater part, by disencumbering themselves of every 
article of baggage and other property, through a thousand difficulties, 
finally effected their escape into Egypt. ■ 

Ontheday following atsunnse,themainbodyof theTeymdrian army 
was put in motion, in order to pass the gardens by which the city was 
encircled, and to form a closer investiture of the towm. This opera- 
tion was executed with little difficulty; and theTcheghataian conquer- 
or now took up his abode in the ICusser-e-eblek, the mottled, or mar- 
ble palace, erected by Melek Zauher, one of the former Sultans of 
J5)gypt, in front of the castle of Damascus. The ShahzSdahs, and prin- 
cipal generals, took up their quarters at the same time, in view of 
the fortifications of the city, the whole of the exterior town, of 
subuibs, comprising in effect the best part of Damascus, with an 
incredible booty in rich merchandize, and other valuable property, 
as also a vast assoitment of arms and defensive armour of the finest 
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tcmprr nnd most elaborate workmanship, thus falling into the hands \H 003 
of the TcumVians, without further resistance. AVith his usual - 

demonstration ol real, Te}miir immediately proceeded to visit and suila 
pel form his de\ otions, before the tombs of Omm-e-Selmah, and Omra- 
e-Hahcibah. the mothers of Sclmah and Ilabeibah, [two of the pro- 
phets \\nes,vo railed], ns well as that ofBellaul, the Ah} ssinian, the 
herald, and who possessed a distinguished share in the confidence of 
the prophet. 

In the mean time, completely subdued by the terrors which had 
now taken possession of all hearts, the principal inhabitants 6f the 
city, Seyuds, ulema, and Sheikhs, descendants of the prophet, men 
ofletters, riders, magistrates, hastened out of the gates to implore the 
merc\ ot TcMniir, by whom, after ha\ing arranged a composition 
for their lues and propert}, they were permitted to return in safety 
to their alTiightcd fellow citizens. Shortly afterwards, the Ameirs 
Sheikh Kur-ud-dein, Shah Melek and Allahdaud, w ith the secretaries 
of the treasury, Khaujah Mussaoud the Semnaunian, and Jullaul-ul- 
isslaum. were dispatched into the city to receive the stipulated ransom, 
and to regulate the government, and on the succeeding friday, the 
awful name and titles of the Tcheghatanin conqueror, as supreme 
monarch of the habitable earth, was announced from the tribune of 


the superb mosque of the Benin Omme^ah. 

Although the city of Damascus had thus, on the flight of I\Ielek 
Faredje, submitted to the arms ot Teymur, without the labour of a 
regular siege, or the hazards of an assault, Yezdaur Kbtwaul, the 
governor of the castle, a man, according to our author, of violent 
spirit and desperate designs, with a garrison of veteran soldiers, mani- 
fested a determined resolution to defend his post to the last extremi- 
ty. In this, he appears to have been justified by the uncommon, 
strength of the place; which is described to have been constructed, 
from the foundation to the crown of the parapets, of stones of the 
largest size and of the most compact masonry. The walls and towers 
were, at the same time, of extraordinary height, and it was moreover 
furnished w'lth provisions and stores of every description, in such 
abundance, as to bid defianceto a siege of many years; and such was 
the activity and skill, with which the numerous garrison plied their 
TOL. III. 3 Y 
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■iiJ„7„t-«;. scarcely possible to approach the walls in any direction. 

tufTa. Teymiir however, on the other hand, equally resolved on its re- 
duction, proceeded to put in practice, without delay, all those expe' 
dients which he conceived caJcuJaled for the speedy accomplishment 
of his object. In the first place, he directed the princes of his blood, 
and principal generals, to invest the works as closely as possible on 
every side; dividing the whole circumference, as usual, in regular 
allotments betwixt themselves, and planting their machines of annoy- 
ance, balistae and catapiiltae, on such spots as might best contribute 
to expedite, and assist, the operationsof the siege. At the same time, 
three meljouns, or mounts, or cavaliers, were raised by the troops, 
of a height sufficient to overlook the Avorks of the citadel ; and the 
sappers having entirely .drained the ditch, the miners now descended ' 
with their tents, or screens, and proceeded to shake and displace the 
stones from the foot of the walls, in defiance ofevery species of annoy- 
ance hurled upon them from above. 

While the siege was thus carrying on with all possible vigor, the 
Mirzas Meiran Shah, and Shah Rokh, with the Ameirs Siiliman Shah, 
and Jahaun Shah, were directed to move with the whole of the cattle 
of the army, towards Kanaan, to the south-east- ward* of Damascus; 
there to take up their quarters for the convenience of forage. In the 
mean time, the imperial miners continued their operations at the 
foot of the rampart, first heating the large stones with fire, after that 
pouring vinegar upon them ; then breaking them to pieces with the 
hammers and pickaxes, and so gradually displacing them, the walls 
and towers were by these means soon reduced to a tottering condi- 
tion. The tower of Tarmah,- possibly Taurem, the firmament, the 
loftiest in the place, and which, in the disposition for the attack, had 
been assigned to the lot of Altfin Bukhshy, was the first that gave 
way before the skill of the miners: for the foundation having been at 
length completely under-wrought, and the foot of the wall, or plinth, 
being made to rest alone for support on the rafters and uprights of 
wood, which had been successively driven beneath, by the workmen 
as they proceeded, orders were finally given to set fire to the sustain- 
* About 20 leagues according to one of De la Croix's sketches. 
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ing frnnie ; and the entire front of tlie tower, soon aftci wards, sunk into 
the excavation, presenting a wide and piaelicable breach to the Tey- 
inurians, w ho, w ith their targets o\er their heads, iinincdiately rushed 
to take post^ession. As it happened, liouever, an adjoining part of 
the wall also coming down iinexpectedlj*, with a tremendous crash, 
nearly eighty of the assailants were oxerwhclmed, and perished under 
the ruins; and this alarming accident causing the remainder of the 
diMsion, which was hastening to the assault, to draw back, afforded 
to the garrison an opportunity, of which they instantly availed them- 
selves. to repair the breach. 

Although the lantruage of insolent defiance, in which they had, 
onditforent occasions, presumed to indulge thcmsches, had withheld 
them from immediately throw mg open the gates, and suing for mercy, 
the terror produced by this alarm left the most dicouraging impression 
upon the minds of the whole garrison, and fire having been, at the 
same time, applied to the diflcrent galleries, which had been finished 
under the defences on other sides of the tow’u, these also gave way 
in a\nriety of places, and presented extensive breaches in all directions. 
The horrors of an impending general assault, to wdiich they now' lay 
open on c\ery side, howe\er, soon brought them to a decision; and 
they accordingly hastened, without further delay, to deliver up the 
kc\s of the citadel, with all its magazines and treasures, to the Tey- 
inurian generals. Yezdaur, the unfortunate governor, w-as w-ithout 
much ceremony, immediately put to death , and enormous w'ealth 
was again taken possession of by the imperial treasurers. There was 
at the same time, found in the place, a very considerable depot of 
gram, collected for the supply of the sacred cities of Mekkah and 
Medeina. Of this, as soon as he became apprized of the objects for 
which It was destined, TeymGr forbad his officers, under the severest 
penalties, to appropriate the smallest quantity; and Hurry Melek 
one of the imperial Towatcheis, who had, through implied ignorance,* 
presumed to take away about one hundred maunns of barley” w-as not 
only compelled to refund the value of the embezzlement* but to 
suffer the discipline of the bastinado, both before and behind’, in pun- 
ishment for his offence. 
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A.n.ora. It was now about the close of the year, and ihe country beinc 
moreover exhausted by the ravages of war, by which it had been 
suOa. iaicl desolate in every direction, the means of subsistance had become 
extremely scarce, if not totally unattainable. In such circumstances, 
therefore, after all, Teymhr was compelled without alternative, to 
avail himself of the supply placed at his disposal in this otherwise 
sacred deposit ; and he accordingly authorized certain otScefs, on 
whose prudence and integrity he could rely, to expose the whole to 
sale, at the rate of three Kopek dinaurs to the Maunn, an immense 
sum of money being thus realized, which was immediately and 
scrupulously paid into the hands of the agents of the two cities, 
without the slightest deduction. In the mean time, the garrison, 
which was entirely composed of slaves and Maumlouks, some from 
Circassia, and others from countries more remote, was distributed in 
separate lots among the sbahz&dahs and principal Ameirs; and the 
remainder of those captured in the place, of every sex, age, and con- 
dition, were also condemned to slavery — the artizans and manufactu- 
rers, being, however, set apart, and destined with their families to be 
transported to Samarkand. Among other ingenious individuals con- 
veyed on this occasion to that renowned metropolis, are particularly 
mentioned, Moulana Jummaul-ud-dein, and Suhman Shah, both 
celebrated physicians, of the highest reputed skill in their profession. 

While these transactions were in progress, Teymur removed frpm 
the mottled palace, to a mansion that belonged to Betkhaush, or 
Betkausb, a distinguished and opulent Syrian Ameir of that name, 
where the extraordinary beauty and elegance of bis accommodations, 
unfortunately'produced,in his mind, sentiments extremely unfavorable 
to the zeal and orthodoxy, of the people of Damascus. These, it is 
alleged, were particularly awakened by a comparison of the dilapid- 
ated state, in which they suffered the tombs of the widows of their 
prophet, to be exposed to the rude attacks of time and the elements, 
while they could find means to raise such splendid specimens of archi- 
tecture and taste, for the wretched gratification of a weak and osten- 
tatious vanity. Such considerations, at all events, seem to have 
quickened in the conqueror, bis determination to erect without delay, 
over the graves of the venerated females, recently -mentionedi two 
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^A;^H;a 08 . mour, or ulcer', broke out on the back of Teymur, winch at first thrc.r- 
rtouztif-ub- to terminate in serious consequences; and Aratemur, one of 

,suffa. the principal officers of the household was, therefore, dispatched to 
require the presence of the Mirzas Meiran Shah, and Shah Rokh, 
with the Ameirs under their orders in Kanaan, at Damascus. ThJ 
malady was, however, in a great measure, removed, while they 
on their march, and Teymflr once more restored to health. Sliortl 
after this, at a royal council, wdnch w'as numerously attended hv the 
Seyuds, and filema, and the principal Ameirs of Ins court, Teunwr 
proceeded to state, that some circumstance or other was perpetunllv 
occurring to remind him of the base and ungrateful conduct of the 
'house of Merwaun, towards the sacred family of the prophet , and 
particularly of Mauweiali and Yezzid, in then treatment of his cou- 
sin german, son-in-law, and rightful successor, Ally, and of the op- 
pressed and much injured Imaum Husseyne; in all which it was hut 
loo notorious, that the}’^ had been uniformly supported, and emulated, 
liy the inhabitants of this same city of Damascus, And yet, he ad- 
ded, to a rational mind it seemed unaccountable, if not alto;,wtIicr 
inconceivable, that a people who were indebted for their instruction 
ill the truths of eterna'I salvation, and for their emancipation from the 
snares of infidelity, to the advice of the inspired prophet himself, 
should have so perversely united themselves to the inveterate ene- 
mies of his house; and associated in the multiplied, and cruel irijurics» 
inflicted on the descendants of his pure blood of every age and sex. 
That such, however, had been the case there existed, un/iappily, too 
many proofs to admit of a doubt — Otherwise, to what cause was it to 
be ascribed that that almighty being, whose will it «.is ilir glory of 
all earthly nionarcbs to obey, should have directed such tlrt-.iilliil 
retribution upon tlicir posterity. But, lliat they ii.lieriUrl in ever, 

respect the perverse and profiigate spirit of tlicir anctMors, no bir- 

tiler proof was necessary than l!i,tl, in a period of scien ci ntti 
during which the tombs of their propliei's nivcs had hero solfod 
to moulder into rum, among such a miilmiide of oiiulmii imlivo " ' 
wallowing in all the luxury ot wealth and abundance, nol on. o.i. t.. 
he found, whom n miserable and conltacad soul did not v uhold 
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from rni'sinp t *5implc cnclo';tiro of four ualh, to protect these sacred 
niominu'ut*; from tin* iiunncs r.f the wo.iiluT. 

'I In sc nmark'', at the -^amc lime that they arc recorded as ample 
proofs of the attaclimcnt of ’r»'\mur to the principles of the Shciahs, 
and of his \cncraliini citln r siiiccn' or afTcctcd, lor the famil> of llic 
prophet, furnislu <1 loins troops indications, w Inch were loo clearly 
undcrsiood. of the \indirii\e desi^is of tin ir so\ ercitjn. Accord- 
me^lv, on ncdiusdnv the first of Shah inn, of the emlit hundred and 
third of the Indjerdi.* tht \ « ntiTcd the rit\ on nil sides, for the nn- 
diseoised pnrpnces of pillage and di pred ilion , proLcedintr, " ilhont 
cither remorse or restraint, to evhihii the usual scenes of rohhery and 
oiitraue. In llu^e, however, and it is ratlu r a sni^nlar incident in 
this lusior\ of atrocity, the inhahitnnis, hy some h.ippy chance or 
other, escaped the horrors of massacre, nllhon£;h the whole of them, 
of ( verv so.\, a;je, and condition, were drnen into slavery ; and in 
one short hour, the treasure of years, acrnmulatetl from the how els of 
the earth, and hosom <*f the ocean, became the prey of a rapacious 
soldiery. .Such, indeed, is descrihed to hate hocii the richness of the 
sjmil which fell to the lot of the '!'» ymurian pillat^ers, on this occasion, 
tliat tiny are alUpodon unrpu stumahlc anihoritN , to hn% c throw n 
auaN iheir former booty roiisisunp of woollens of Cyprus, linens of 
Uussia.'l’ of he.uiuful scarKi*-, and other pieces of the manufacture of 
Ah xaiidria and Cairo, in order to load themsch cs w itli money, the 
ohjicl in general of the most needy and sordid of mankind, w'lth 
utensils of gold and sihcr, and with gold enriched with precious 
stones, w ronglit into girdles and into fillets for the head, or dia- 
dems. 

■\Vhile the city of Damascus w'as thus agonizing under her afilic- 
tions, either by accident or design, the unhappy tow-n was set on 
fire ; and as the houses were composed, in general, on a ground floor 
of stone, of oneor Iwostones of wood finely varnished, or lacquered, in 
different colours, it was, in the course of a few hours, entirely consum- 
ed to ashes. It had, on former occasions, frequently taken fire, which 
had seldom been extinguished until one or two of its quarters had. 

• 151 fi of March 1401 

By mistake possibly taken for Rumc — Asia minor 
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A* D 140^1 spite of the united exertions of the whole of the 

inhabitants ; but now that they were dispersed, and exposed to every 
siiffa. 'gradation of wretchedness, not a single hand ivas raised to check the 
progress of the devouring flames. In the midst of the conflagration, 
inteiiigence of the calamity was conveyed to Teymfir, and'^Ameir 
Shah Melek hastened by liis orders, with a division of troops, to 
preserve, if possible, the superb mosque of the Ommeyades from tlie 
general destruction. The roof of this magnificent and costly edifice 
-being, however, also of wood, all the exertions of that respectable 
chief, to rescue it from the raging element, were unavailing. Such 
was the fury with which the codflagration raged, that the eastern mi- 
naret of the mosque, which was built of solid masonry, was reduced 
'to ashes'; apd yet the opposite minaret, called the minaur-e-orouss, 
or column of the festivals, on which, according to a prediction of the 
prPphet, at th^ consummation of all things, the Messiah is to descend 
from heaven, and to which he therefore gave the name of the nn- 
naur-e*beyza, or column of light, escaped without injury, although 
constructed of wood merely plastered over, or stuccoed with lime.* 

Having satiated hisvindictive zeal m the entire destruction of Da- 
‘mascus, thus pillaged and burnt to the ground; and extended the horrors 
of plunder and conflagration throughout the whole of Syria, Teynnir 
prepared for his return to the east. Previous, however, to his de- 
parture, he thought fit to give orders that the whole of the captives 
of Damascus should be restored to liberty ; in consequence of which 
being all assembled on the spot, under the direction of JuIJaul-uI- 
issianm, they were by him conducted to re-establish their abode, 
amidst the smoking embers of their once beautiful and flourishing 
city. 

On the fourth of Shabaun* this stern destroyer quitted the sta- 
tion of Kobeibat westward, and proceeded to that of Ghoutah, to the 
eastward of Damascus, where he encamped. Froih this favored spot, 
which in beauty and amenity is desenbed as the very model of the 
terrestrial paradise, he dispatched instructions to his grandson, Mir- 

- It was possibly a part of the church, on the foundation 6f which the n-o?qii< might 

have been erected, although not fora long time after the death oftlie prophet, uho pout 
bly applied the predicUon to the lower of the church, if at all. 

t 18th of March. 



rn Mnlmnimcd Siiltan. who cominandcd on llic Ironlicr*? of Moghiil- 
'ilnmi. to U'.wo tlu' v.iations lu tlinl quarter ui oli.irgo of Khodadaud 
ul lIusM'\ii\, nntl lUirdv B»c Satir Hou^lin, and to repair, Imn^clf, to 
court wnlioul dila} , the tlironc and terrilorv of Iliillauku Khann, 
Tvhrei/ and the province of Arcrhaifaun so called, being destined 
lor his pov ( rnnu nt. on the suju’rst sv-ion ol Meiran Shah. Another 
dispatch was loru ardod, at the same time, n quiring the presence with 
theannv.ol the 4inperinl consort *roin.iun Aga, together with the 
vonneer brnnehrs of the iinjierial f.unilv , both dispatches being I'n- 
irnsitd to the com e_\ aiicc of Dannah Kbanjab 

Te\ nnir now procet ded on bis niarcb, and, in three stages, appeared 
acain in the m icbborliood of Ihins; the inhabitants of winch liav - 
nii: c(uninvu d butblnl to tin ir eiieagoiucnts, during the absence of the 
nnperi d armies thus escaped the d«*predations and exactions to 
w Inch tlicN would liav e been otlu rw ise exposed, licnee, after de- 
liberating with bis cencrals on bis future plan of operations, it was 
resoKt d to detach the Mirr.ns Ilhsiiiin, .iml Aba Bukker, together 
with the Ameirs Suliinnn Shah, and .Sheikh N’iir-nd-dcin, at the 
head of ten thousand horse, tov\ar<ls the ctlcbralcd city of Tcdmcr, 
1'adtnor, or Palmyra, in the desert, about a degree to the cast of Hems, 
towards ihc I'lipliralcs , the budding of winch, like most other sin- 
peiidons undertakings among the orientals, is here also ascribed to 
Solomon and Ins subordinate genn. The ohiectof tins detachment 
was to attack, and expel, the fiigitiv c tribe ofZul Ivauder, winch had 
llicre sought an abode when recently compelled to withdraw from 
the V allies of Mt. Taurus, h} the Tc^murians on their march from 
S}ria Mirza Shllan Husscync, whom we should not liave suspect- 
ed to be so early restored to employment, with Ameir Berendek and 
another detachment of five thousand horse, was ordered at the same 
time, in a northern direction, tow’ards Antioch; while Mirza Kha- 
leil Sfiltnn, accompanied by the Amcirs Rustum Toghki Bouga, Te- 
mur Khaujah Aukbouga, and Ally Silltan Towatchei, with a third 
division of filtcen thousand horse, proceeded against the Kounek 
Thrkmauns, who had established themselves immediately along the 
banks of the Euphrates. 
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The Mirzas Aba Biikker and Rilstutn, with the troop*? of the right 
>viDg under their orders, hastened in concurrence with their instruc- 
tions to Palmyra; from whence, with immense Socks of sheep the 
property of the Zhl ICaudrians, who had ‘further fled for safety into 
the teri‘itory ofMekkahjOr Arabia, they continued their march through 
the remainirig part of the desert, to the'western'bank of the Euphrates, 
subsequently directing their course to the left, and along that river 
upwards. Mirza Shitan Hhsseyne, on the other hand, with his divi- 
sion of the troops of the left wing, having reached the neighborhood 
of Antioch, immediately proceeded to plunder and lay waste the 
surrounding territory; after- which, turning off towards Aleppo, and 
being joined on the ^vay towards that place, by the column from the 
centre under Mirza KhaleiJ, the whole now marched together towards 
Kellaut-er-roum, situated to the north-east, in the vicinity of the 
river Euphrates. Not far from that place, they fell in With a body 
of Turkmans, prepared at all points to give them battle, but whom, 
notwithstanding, after a conflict of considerable obstinacy, they de- 
feated with great slaughter; their commander Sheikh tiOsseyne the 
son of Kounek,' or perhaps Roubek, the head of the tribe, being killed 
in the action. Much booty, including more than eight hundred 
thousand sheep captured on this occasion, became the reward of the 
Teymhrians. 

From Emesa, Teymhr conducted the main body of his army to 
Hama; where on his arrival, finding that the inhabitants had been 
led on by their evil destiny to betray their hostile spirit, by pulling 
up and demolishing the cantonments which had been erected by 
the imperial troops, on their advance into Syria, the place was in- 
stantlydeliveied over to the rage of the soldiery— the whole population 
driven into slavery — and the city burnt to the ground. From the 
burjiing embers of Hama, TeymUr prosecuted his march to Aleppo* 
the castle of which, immediately on his arrival, he directed to be 
levelled with the earth ; a'nd when that was accomplished, the city 
wasialso consigned to the flames, and consumed to ashes. From 
thence, the’ imperial army finally kruck off to the north-east, and, in 
four days march, reached the right bank of the Euphrates, nearly 
opposite to the fortress of Beirah, or Bir ; which is situated on the 



on tlic It ft, or eastern, hank of llir ri\cr. Here lie ua*; imniccliatcly \ ii.soi. 
nnnod h\ the Mir^a*; lluMimi. and Aim Htikkor, with the troops of 
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tlw ncht. from 1 ,dnn ra. and •shortly nflcrwarcU, liy the Mirras Khnicil 5 ,„n.i 
Sultan, and .Shltan llu^-Mwno, willi those of the lott and centre, from 
tlu'ir e\cnrHon towards Ktllanl or-rontn , Shllaii Ilusseync, liaMng 
rondncled himself, dnnnc: his nhsenro on this occasion, with such 
ilistinginsh(.d real and uallantry, that he was, immediately on his re- 
turn, admiUt tl to tlic presence, and ri'storetl lothcfa\ orof his grandsire. 

.\lthouuh tlie accumnlition of cattle was so groat, in conscrjiicncc of 
the junction of these dnistons with their hootj , a single dinanr, or 
ahout nine shilhnirs sterling, was still reckoned in the market a ^cr^ 
moderate price for a sheep, indeed in flie original, it is recorded as a 
proofof o\iranrdinar\ ahnndance, and the coin may have been somc- 
iliing of much inferior \altio to the tlinaur. 

The imperial armies were now directed to cross the liiupliratos, 
two ho.U'-, of some description or other, lla^ mg been procured at Bci- 
rali, for the jiariicular ronNe\ancc of 'rcymur and Ins equipage. 

'With nspect to the troopt., they fairl\ plunged into the stream, and 
lia\ ing thus c fleeted their pass igo l)\ swimming, proceeded to encamp 
in the Mcinitv of the fortress alreadv mentioned. The Governor of 
Bcir.di, with strong professions of attachment and real, and willi 
presents in proportion to liisabilit\, hastened to ofler homage to 
're\mur, was favorably received, and confirmed in Ins government; 
in consequence of which, the inhabitams were suflered to lemain 
unmolested in their dw cllnigs, during the passage of the Tcheghat.^lan 
armies through the district. Winlo he continued at Beirali, Kfira 
Othman the Turkman chief also repaired to the camp of TeymilT, 
with suitable presents, and c.\pcricnctd the reception which was due 
to his acknowledged fidelity and attachment. 

On his departure from Beirah, Tcjuuur proceeded to recreate himself 
and his armies, in the amusements of the chase. The different divi- 
sions forming, on tins occasion, an enormous circle of fiv'e days 
journey in extent, and having closed inwards upon the station of 
Rauss ul-Eyne, as their common centre, they there commenced With 
various weapons, the slaughter of the different animals thus driven 
together from all points of the surrounding territory of Jezzeirah.' 
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From this scene of recreative slaughter, he continued his march to 
Rouha,or Odessa; the magistrates, and principal inhabitants of which, 
repaired with such presents as they could provide, to the imperial 
encampment; and they were permitted to return to their fellow citizens, 
with minds perfectly assured against all apprehension of danger. On 
their subsequent march from Rouha, the course of the imperial armies 
lay by the walls of a certain fortress, described as in possession of a 
garrison of Armenians, which they were ordered to reduce, and of 
which they accordingly made themselves masters, together with a 
considerable booty. It was then laid in rums. When he was thus 
far advanced on his return, Teymillr experienced considerable satis- 
faction from the arrival of Hindi! Shah Khezantchei, the treasurer, 
from Samarkand ; accompanied by some officers of the household 
belonging to the princesses of the imperial family, with the customary 
presents, and advices of the favorable and prosperous state of affairs 
in that quarter. 

The march of the imperial armies was now directed to the south- 
east, towards Mardein ; and, in the mean time, Hindi! Shah, together 
with the officers by whom he was accompanied, was dismissed on 
bis return, furnished with letters, and valuable presents for the prin- 
cesses at Samarkand. The Shltan of Hussun-e-Keyfa, the prince of 
Arzein, and other rulers of the adjoining territory, availed themselves 
of this opportunity, to repair to the presence of Teymfir, and were 
all received with distinguished favor. But, with respect to SAltan 
Eissa the prince of Mardein, it will be remembered that, after suffer- 
ing a short imprisonment at SAltauniab, he had formerly been permit- 
ted to resume his government, on binding himself, by the most solemn 
oaths and engagements, to be faithful through life to the authority ot 
Teymilr. Nevertheless, during the recent march of the Tcheghat^ian 
troops, on their Syrian expedition, when it behoved him in person 
to have accompanied the standard of his liege lord, or at least, if it 
appeared, imprudent to quit the seat of his government from any 
apprehension of the designs of a hostile neighborhood, to have dis- 
patched either a son, or a biother, to supply his place, he foolishly 
omitted to exhibit in either way, that necessary proof of bis allegiance. 
Conscious of this improvident failure, as he had been withheld betoce. 
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b}' absurd and groundless speculations, so was he now deterred by 
the apprehensions of guilt from greeting the conqueror, on his approach, 
with the requisite demonstrations of fidelity. 

When he appeared in sight of Mardein, notwithstanding, Teymflr 
with extraordinary condescension, dispatched a particular agent to 
invite the Sflltan to his presence, although without eflfect, the rash 
and unreflecting chief, turning a deaf ear to every argument that was 
made use of to bring him to a better understanding, and, like a tortoise 
in Its shell, seeking to screen himself from the effects of his disloy- 
alty, by shrinking behind the walls of his castle. The siege of Mar- 
dein being, however, an enterprize of time and difficulty, and the 
territory in the neighborhood affording neither forage nor pasturage 
for the horses of his numerous cavalry, Teymfir was constrained to 
content himself with directing, that every thing that stood without 
the fortifications should be levelled with the earth, and every thmgp 
combustible consumed to ashes * From the proximity of his govern- 
ment of Malautyah, Kara Othman the Tiirkomaun, after having been 
further distinguished by the most liberal marks of imperial favor, was 
then instructed to keep the refractory chief, in a state, of strict and 
rigorous blockade, within the works of Mardein. The princes of 
H ussun-e-Ke} fa, of Arzein, and other chieftains of the neighboring 
petty states, who, by early lepainng to his presence, had the good 
fortune to secure the forbearance of Teymfir, were at the same time, 
dismissed to their several governments, with rich Khelauts, or dresses, 
embroidered with gold, belts of the same materials, and gold hiked 
scimitars, with other splendid trappings, the badges indeed of their 
vassalage, while the imperial tioops proceeded in their march towards 
the fortress, or fortified town, of Nissebein, or Nisibis, which they 
had received orders to destroy. This extremity was, however, averted 
by the timely submission of the inhabitants, who hastening to lay the 
keys of their gates at the feet of Teymfir, thus succeeded in awakening 
the compassion, or rather in appeasing the fury of the conqueror, 

• The cdstle of Mardein is described, however, as impregnahle to open force, from its 
situation on an inaccessible rock , and ihe arable ground and inexhaustible spnni;s witbin 
tbe walls, seemed to secure it against all nsk of being reduced by famine. De la Croix 
cites an \rabijn proverb, which expresses, that to attempt the capture of Mardein would 
he “to beckon to4be blind, or court tbe friendship of the envious. 
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A^D^tS?’ " ferocious legions from offering the slightest moles- 

--g— — _ tation in their passage. Shortly afterwards, Ameir Allahdaud was 
dispatched towards Aushferah,* in Ferghaunah, to take the command 

of that place, in order to protect the frontiers of the empire towards 
Jettah. 

‘ ' 'it' 

At the period of, his departure from the neighborhood of Mardein, 
the Mirzas Sfiltan H^sseyne, Peir Mahommed the son of Omar 
Sheikh, and Aba Bukker the son of Meiran Shah, together with the 
Ameirs Jahaun Shah, Teniillr Khaujah, Seynd Khanjah the son of 
Sheikh Ally I Bahauder, and other distinguished commanders, had been 
also dispatched' by Teym^ir, to bring the siege of Alanjek to a ter- 
mination; after which, they were further instructed to enter Georgia, 
and to resume hostilities against the obnoxious inhabitants of that 
country. The blockade of the important fortress just alluded to, 
had, in themean time, been rigorousJymaintained, ever since the im- 
perial armies were on their march towards Sevauss, and subsequently 
into Syria, by Sheikh Mahommed Daroghah, and Ameir Feyrouz 
Shah, two officers -in the service of Meiran Shah, and Shah Rokh, 
respectively,* and the garrison, notwithstanding the smallness of their 
numbers, had been reduced to such extremity as to subsist on skins 
and old leather, and even these meagre articles at last also failing 
them, there now xemained 'no other alternative than unconditional 
surrender. They had accordingly, thrown open their gates to their 
besiegers; and the governor, Sbltan Ahmed Ally Shahy, was immedi- 
ately conveyed in irons to the imperial head' quarters. The Shahz&- 
dahs hearing therefore of the reduction of Alanjek, on their arrival at 
Aouneik, 'or Avaneik, continued their march without delay into 
Georgia,* where they proceeded, as usual, to exteTid m every direction 
the customary scenes of plunder and devastation. Melek Gourguein, 
or Gregory,the native prince, having, however, on intelligence of these 
depredations, dispatched his agent to declare that he considered him- 
self among , the lowliest of that train of vassals, who acknowledged 
the authority of Teymilr, and to assure them that the moment the 
imperial standard made its appearance in the province, he should be 
,It might have been Aushirah, on the bordefs of Kara Khal&i; but that uould have been 
to protect the frontiers torvards China. 
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among the first to present his homage at the foot of the throne ; the 
Shahzadohs immediately suspended their operations, and transmitted 
advices of this declaration, on the part of the prince of Georgia, to 
their grandfaiher, requesting his instructions for their future pro- 
ceedings. In the mean time, they led their troops into quarters, on 
the plains of Menkoul, and in the adjoining territory. 

AVliile these young princes were thus employed in Georgia and 
Armenia, a formidable division of the army, under Sfiltan Mahmfid 
Kliaun, the titular successor of Tcheghathi, accompanied by Mirza 
Rfistum, the Ameirs Sfiliman Shah, Mozraub Tchaukfi, Rhstum 
Toghai Bouga, and other distinguished commanders, was ordered to 
march with the utmost expedition to Baghdad. In conformity with 
their instructions, these associated chiefs proceeded accordingly 
towards Baghdad, and, after several rapid marches, finally took post 
in front of the city ; which was at the period under consideration held, 
under the authority of the fugitive Sfiltan Ahmed, by a person of 
obscure origin whose name u as Feridje, or Faridje. Encouraged by 
the support of a numerous bodj’’ of Turks and Arabs, assembled under 
hib orders, tins man had been recently led to entertain the most 
aspiring and dangerous designs, and evinced a disposition to the last 
degree hostile towards the TeymOrian power. At the same time, 
when It became known that the imperial troops were arrived in the 
neighborhood, Ameir Ally Kullender from Mundely, and'Jaiin Ah- 
med from Yakoubiah, passed the Tigris near Medaein, while Furrukh' 
Shah from Hellah, and Meykheil from Seibon the Euphrates, hastened 
to join them at the station of Serser, situated on canal to the 
westward of Baghd’^d, from whence they proceeded together, com- 
prising, in the whole, a force of not more than three thousand men 
well armed, to attack the Teymilnans — possibly in the expectation of 
finding them ofi* their guards and thus making their way good to the 
assistance of their compatriots in the city. But the experience of 
Sultan Mahmud, and his associates, had been too well exercised, not 
to be prepared against such a contingency; and, accordingly, they 
took in an instant to their horses, and proceeded to surround and cut 
off tills devoted detachment of their adversaries, without a possibility 
of escape. The conflict was speedily decided; for Jaun Ahmed, one 


A H.808. 
A. D- Uoi, 

Rouzut-uf- 

suffa. 



A. H. 003 
A. P- 1401 

Rouzul-us- 

sufta. 


360 

of their captains, with a considerable part of his followers, havin<r 
been killed in the action, the remainder were driven into the Tigris'’ 
and there perished, a few only, with Ally Kullender, more deadthan 
alive qontnving, nevertheless, through a thousanddifficulties, toextri- 
cate thqmselves from the danger into which they had been so unfor- 
tunatel;^ committed. 

Notwithstanding this disastrous miscarriage of the attempt for his 
relief, the improvident Feridje, who, previous to his unlooked for 
accession to the government ofBaghdAd, possessed neither authority 
nor distinction among men, .could not yet bring himself to the resol- 
ution of abandoning his ill suited power,* which, on the other hand, 
he employed every artifice that invention could devise to preserve. 
Among other pretences, however, not less specious than consistent 
with probability, he alleged that in consigning to him the government 
of his capital, Sfiitan Ahmed, had exacted from him a solemn en- 
gagement, not to surrender it to any human being but to Teymur 
himself in person — 'in no case to the Sbahz^dahs, his sons, or grand- 
son<5, much less to any subordinate generals, of whatever rank or 
dignity. This engagement, owing, as he did, his elevation and live- 
lihood, to the bounty of so good a master, he declared that he should 
never violate: and under such a plea, no dis'honorable one to ordinary 
perceptions, however condemned by our author, he prepared for a 
bold and resolute defence; the greater part of the inhabitants and 
troops, imposed upon by his arguments, .cordially uniting to promote 
bis designs, and to repel, to the last extremity, the efforts of the Tey- 
mfirians to become masters of the town. The exertions of Feridje, 
or Faridje, or whatever else might have been his name, in defence of 
his post, were, however, such as would not have disgraced a better, 
or more applauded cause, since it is acknowledged, that accompanied 
by his, principal adherents, either in his boats on the Tigris, or where- 
ever an opportunity occurred, he was always foremost to annoy and 
disconcert the attacks of the besiegers, on the several quarters of t e 

city. ' 

While a part -of his troops, were thus employed before Baghdad, 
Teymi^r, with the main body of the army, on his march to e reiz, 
reached MossfiL, and a bridge of boats having been there thrown across 
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tlie Tigris, he transported the whole to the opposite bank of theiiver 
in Kourdestaun, in the space of seven clays. Here he reciMved, from 
his generals, information of the ob'?tinacy with n hicli the governor 
of Baghdad, seemed deiermined to oppose their proceedings, and of 
the plausible pretext under which he attimpted to justify his resol- 
ution to resist the imperial authority. Perceiving from the nature 
of this intelligence, in all its circumstances, the necessity of his pre- 
sence on the spot, and lea\ing llie direction ol the mam body to die 
care of Mahommed Sultan,* aided by the counsels and experience of 
AmeirShah Melek, Teymur, wuth Ins usual promptitude of decision, 
hastened, b\ the route of Altun Kupry — the golden bridge — towards 
"Baghdad; where, on his arrnal after several days march, he took up 
a position on the Tigris, below' the city, on the lelt bank , opposite 
to the Kerreiat-ul-okkaub, or village of the eagle, on tlie western 
side of the riier. The place was now' closely in\ested On every quarter, 
and the sappers and miners weie directed to proceed in their labours 
without delay. Of the piinces ot the blood employed in the siege- 
of Baghdad, on this occasion, w'e find enumerated the jMirzas Meiran 
Shah, Rustum, and Khaleil Sultan, and of the great Ameirs, Suliman 
Shah, Sheikh Nur-ud-dein, Berendek Jnhaungush^i, RAstum Toghai 
Bouga, and Ally Sultan Towatchei; besides many other commanders 
of Koushiins, and even of Toniauns, w-hose names it has not been 
thought necessary to commit to record* but who were, nevertheless, 
equally active and vigilant in promoting the final accomplishment of 
the enterpnze, either in carrying bn the laborious part of the operat- 
ions, or in protecting the working parties against the attempts of 
the scarnson. 

In the mean time, FendjCjOr FaredjC, in order to ascertain the fact of 
Teymfir’s arrival, sent out of the tow nan oflicer in his confidence, 
previously acquainted with the person of the monarch, to solicit an 
audience, as authorized to communicate some proposal on his part. 
This person was admitted, with the usual facility, to the presence of 
Teymur; and having been courteously dismissed, after a favorable re- 
ception, w'lth the customary marks of bounty, proceeded to make on 

• This must be an error, since Mabommed SAlten was jn Transoxiana, at the period 
in question 
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hisreturn lo his employer, a faithful reportof theresultof hisinteme^r, 
in such terms as to have removed every doubt, if any ^et existed on 
the subject. Faridje, however, although perfectly convinced in his 
own mind of the truth of his information, lest, by continuing at larcre, 
the circumstance of Te3^milr*s presence at the siege might, throu^'h 
his means, become too generally known among the inhabitants, im- 
mediately placed the agent under close restraint, on a charge of 
falsehood in his report. And having thus, according to our original, 
with shameless effrontery withheld the truth from his followers, he 
prepared, with an audacity w'hich seemed to increase with the danger, 
to continue his exertions for the defence of the towm. In this state 
of affairs, some random arrow shot from the walls proved fatal to 
Mongiily Khaujah, a distinguished Moghul chief, and to Khaujah 
Musskoud the Semnaunian, frequently mentioned in these pages. 

Teymiir, on the other hand, finding possibly'- that the undertaking 
had become more arduous than he had calculated at the commence- 
ment, dispatched one of his Tawatcheis, to summon Shah Rokh and 
his division, with the heavy equipments of the arm}’-, to join him 
before Baghdlid. The messenger came up with Shah Rokh, at Koi- 
laughy, the town of that name, in all probability, in Kourdestaun, on 
the way to Tebreiz ; and shortly afterwards conducted the prince 
with his division, to the imperial encampment, to the equal discou- 
ragement and dismay of the garrison of Baghd&d: which, like the 
signet in his ring, was now on all sides more closely and completely 
invested by the armies of Teymfir. In order to do this the more 
effectually, directions had been given to construct a bridge across the 
Tigris, immediately below the city, and parties of experienced archers 
were stationed at convenient distances, to cut off, from the garrison, 
all possibility of escape along the river downwards; while the princes 
Meiran Shah, and Shah Rokh, took post opposite to the Souque-us- 
Sfiltaun, in order to guard the approaches to the town from above. For 
similar purposes, Mahomraed Azaud with his division took post in 
front of the city to the w'^estward; and in short, although it extended 
over a space of nearly two farsangs, or about seven miles, in circum- 
ference, so completely was every avenue to egress and ingress closed 
up, that It scarcely seemed possible for the smallest reptile that 
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crawls upon the earth, either to enter or depart— much less for any 
human being to escape from the town. 

While the operations of the siege were proceeding with a vigour 
which had no remission, Ameir jNIoussa, one of the imperial officers, 
arrived with dispatches from hlahommed Sultan the son of Jahan- 
gueir, in Transoxiana ; and presented to Teymur a single ruby, 
of the astonishing weight of one hundred and twenty methkals,* 
recently taken from the mine in Badakhshaun. In the mean time> 
Faridje. and the inhabitants of Baghdad, having discarded all prospect 
of deliverance in any other way, continued to defend themselves with 
the obstinacy and animation of despair, and, although the miners of 
the besieging army had repeatedly succeeded in bringing down the 
wall in seveial places, b}' setting fire to their galleries under the foun- 
dation, the garrison 'exerted themselves with such unwearied constan- 
cy and activity in repairing the breaches w’lth brick and mortar, that 
the Teymfirians were constrained, over and over again, to resume their 
labors without effect. The heat of the weather was, at the same 
time, so intensely great, the sun being at this period in cancer, that 
the very crabs at the bottom of the ocean might be said to fry, and 
the solid rock to melt like w-ax — at least, in the genuine extravagance 
of oriental metaphor, so we are told by our author. The zeal of Tey- 
mhr’s veterans was, however, not to be discouraged by kny circum- 
stances of fatigue and danger, and they persevered from morn to night 
to labour in spite of every obstacle, in their cuirasses, at the mounts, 
or cavaliers, which they w’ere raising to command the works of the 
place, and to employ with unceasing diligence all the expedients that 
could be devised to harass and destroy their adversaries. 

In the mean time, anxious to rescue so rich and populous a city 
from the horrors of a general assault, Teymur had resisted the repeated 
importunities of the Shahzkdahs, and his principal generals, for per- 
mission to attack the place without further delay , trusting that 
cooler reflection, and an increasing sense of danger, might finally 
prevail with the inhabitants to sue for mercy. In this he was, how- 
ever, disappointed; these misguided men continuing to persevere in 

• At a dram and a half to tlie Methkaul, if our calculation be correct, this would be 
about 2400 carats, or fifteen ounces avoirdupoise. 
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A "■ ?Sol. and resistance, until, in tl,e general scarcity of 

Tnii.Viit-us; ^ "■ “"y contribute to the support of exist- 

iiitla. ence, nothing remained but the sorrowful recollection of their past 
abundance. ^ 

Sucli was the state of things, when, one day at noon, exhausted by 
the scorching heat of a meridian sun, the garrison withdrew from 
tlieir posts on the ramparts and in the toivers, leaving their turbans 
and helmets fixed on poles, along the parapets, in order to deceive 
the besiegers. At this moment of fatal security, Shahz^dah Kha- 
leil Sultan the son of Meiran Shah, from among the princes of the 
blood, and the Ameirs Sheikh Nur-ud-dein, and Rbstum Toghai 
Boiiga, from among the chief commanders, approached the devoted 
city; and, placing their ladders against the walls, immediately mounted 
to the rampart, the veteran Sheikh Nur-iid-dein being the first to 
plant his victorious standard of horsetail on the parapet, ^ihortly 
afterwards, the Mirzas Meiian Shah, and Shah Rokh, and Ameirs 
Suliman Shah, fiom their posts on the river above, and Mirza Rfis 
turn, with the Ameirs Shah Melek, Berendek, and Ally Sultan, on 
opposite sides of the town, rushed to the assault, and, having 
precipitated a great part of the walls into the ditch, laid open tremen- 
dous breaches to the troops ; who now, from every direction, poured 
into the place without further resistance, the astonished inhabitants 
being as much affrighted as if the terrors of the last judgment were 
passing before them. 

During this scene of suspense and terroi, Teymur took his station 
at the head of the bridge below the town, which he had caused to 
be thrown across the Tigris, while his soldiers, eager for blood and 
slaughter, urged each other onward to the attack , the terrified in- 
habitants in great numbers, perceiving themselves, like beasts of tbe 
chase encircled in the toils oftbe hunter, encompassed on every side 
by the snares of death, chose rather to plunge into the stream of tbe 
Tigris, and perish in a watery grave, than nobly tempt their fate b} 
encountenngthe weapons oftbe enemy. Othersembarked in crouds in 
boats on the liver ; and many more endeavored to effect tbeir escape, 
bv swimming with the stream downwards, until intercepted y t e 
temporary bridge, where they were shot to death by the archers poste 
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zem ; the influence of whose pure spin the presumed to invoke in favor 
of those schemes of blood and rapine, which he had in further con- 
templation. Soon afterwards, Sultan Mahmud Khaun, accompanied 
by Mirza Khaleil Sultan the son of Meiran Shah, the Ameirs Suli- 
man Shah, Shah Melek,and other highly distinguished commanders, 
with a numerous military retinue, was dispatched across the Tigris 
and Euphrates, to visit the shrine of Ally at Nudjef, to the west- 
ward of the latter river; where, b}'^ their pious prostrations, and a 
liberal distribution of alms, they sought to secure the prayers and 
benedictions of those who ministered about the sacred structure. 
The troops who accompanied them did not, however, omit on their 
return, to pillage both the towns of Hellah and Wausset ; after which, 
the whole proceeded to rejoin the imperial head quarters. The ar- 
my thus assembled was now finally set in motion for Tebreiz, by the 
route of Sheherzour, and the Kollaughy already mentioned, nbich 
lay to all appearance in the neighborhood of Selmauss ; Teymur 
leaving the main body and impediments to continue the march by 
easy stages, while he proceeded, in person, accompanied by the Mir- 
zas Meiran Shah, Shah Rokb, and Khaleil Sultan, to make the best 
• of his way to the capital of Azerb^ijaun, 
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I T ^\ollld now appear that ^^hIle Teymur was employed in the in- 
\asion of S\ria, Bayczzid, or Bajazet, the Shltan of the Othmanlu 
Turks, urged by the importunities of Sultan Ahmed, and the Turk- 
man Kara Yussuf, A\ho had sought his protection against the fury of 
theTcheghataian armies, had proceeded, in retaliation for the destruc- 
tion of Sevauss, to invest the fortress of Arzenjaun ; of which, after 
defeating the troops of Ameir Taherten, he finally accomplished the 
reduction. During the hostilities w Inch preceded this capture, 
Mukbel, the lieutenant of Ameir Taherten, had fallen into the hands 
of some of the followers of Kara Y'ussuf, but the Turkish monarch 
had been pre^ ailed upon, through the intercession of Sultan Ahmed, 
to restore the government of Arzenjaun to Ameir Taherten, taking 
his tMfe and children, however, auay iMth him, as hostages for his 
good behavior, to the metropolis of Broussa , to which, he soon after< 
wards returned. Such a circumstance did not fail to occasion the 
utmost decree of mortification to the haughty spirit of Teymfir , and 
It being further reported to him uhile he lay encamped at tlie sta- 
tion of Hushtroud, on his return towards Azerbaijauii, that Bajazet 
V as again approaching in the direction of that province, his indigna- 
tion N\as kindled bejond all bounds : and he accordingly gave orders 
that Shah Rokh, nith the Araeirs Shah Melek, and Suliman Shah, 
and other illustrious commanders at the head of a formidable army, 
should proceed ^Mthout delay to oppose and repel the audacious in- 
vasion. Ameir Muzraub was dispatched, at the same time, to the 
Shahzadahs, and the other chiefs '\^ho had encamped at Menkoul, 
after the expedition into Georgia, with instructions to join Shah 
Rokh immediately, with the whole of the force under their orders. 

In the mean time, on his arrival at Aouneik, Shah Rokh was met 
by Sheikh Ally, the sister’s son of Ameir Taherten, with a message 
to announce that the Turkish monarch, repenting of his unjust ag- 
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'llou^utru^ ieymilr; and had engaged, as some acknowledgment for such 
suffa. mediation, on the concJusimr of a treaty of peace between the rival 
monarchs, to restore the hostages whom, on the capture of Aizen- 
jaun, he had caused to be conveyed to Broussa, or Prusa— the ancient 
capital ofBythinia, at that period the capital of the Turkish mon- 
archy. It was further announced that a correspondence on these 
grounds had been already opened, between Ameir Taherten and the 
Sultan of the Turks. Having sent one of liis officers to conduct this 
person, to the presence of his father, Shah Rokh determined to re- 
,main at Aouneik, or Avanic, until he should leceive further in- 
strilctions. By this time, the imperial head quarters bad been re- 
moved from Hushtroud, or the eight rivers, toOujaiin , from whence, 
after the residence of a few da}s, Teymur had pioceeded further 
' towards TebreiZ. At that place, on his anival shortly afterwaicls, 
th-e Tcheghatciian monarch, taking up ins abode in the palace of the 
government', is stated to have furnished during his stay to all classes 
of the inhabitants, the most gratifying proofs of bis moderation, 
diberality, and love of justice. It was at this crisis, that Khaujah 
Ally the Seranaunian, from Her?it, and Seyf-ud-dein Touny, from 
Subbuzwaur, arrived at court, ativl experienced the most encourag- 
ing reception fiora the sovereign, being both of them immediately 
nominated to distinguished appointments in the exchequer. The 
Khaujah Miiss^oud already stated, to have fallen before Baghdilcl, Avas 
probably a relative, and possibly a brother to the former. Be that 
however as it may, the two favoutes soon contrived to render them- 
selves of importance, first, by encouraging certain officious individu- 
als to impeach the integrity of Jullaul-ul-islaum, who appears to 
have long held a distinguished place in the department of the finances, 
and finally by communicating the impeachment to their master. A 
' mandate was immediately issued to suspend the unfortunate minister 
from his 'employments, to commit him to close custody, and to 
investigate the grounds of his accusation. He was subsequently 
turned over to certain commissioners, perhaps inquisitors, and a very 
large sum of money, arising from his properly and that of bis depen- 
dents, was confiscated to the state. 
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In these circumstances, impelled to desperation by the seyerity of 
his inquisitors, the degraded minister drew a poniard, and made an 
attempt to destroy himself, hulas the wound was inflicted by an irre- 
solute and unsteady hand, a few days medical attention was sufficient 
to heal It. He was finally directed, by command of Teymfir, to 
charge himself with the superintendance of the Persian auxiliary 
troops; possibly with a view to the discovery of further frauds in the 
revenue department, without, however, being permitted to interfere 
in any shape with the collections. This scheme, unintelligible as it 
seems, was not without success, since two more embezzlements to a 
considerable extent are said to have been detected, through the 
diligence of those employed to develope them; and Khaujali Ma- 
hommed Shahaub, also an officer of the exchequer, was dismissed 
with a fine of two hundred horses of a moderate price. Khaiijali 
Ismaeil Khouaufy, another in the same department, was, however, 
treated with far greater severit}^ being hanged in the public market 
place of the camp, shortly after this period, on the departure of the 
army from Tebreiz. 

Teymfir now proceeded across the Araxes to Nekhtchfiaun ; from 
wlience, accompanied by an escort of his Ameirs and principal gene- 
rals, he made an excursion to view the celebrated fortress of Alanjek 
in this neighborhood, which, as noticed on a former occasion, had been 
recently taken possession of by the imperial troops. After a very mi- 
nute and careful survey of the fortifications, and of the mountain on 
which they stood, lie returned to his encampment. Shortly after 
this, Ameir Taherten arrived from Erzenjaun, and on his knees 
communicated to Teymfir proposals for an accommodation of their 
differences, on the part of the Turkish Sfiltan Bajazet, as well as what 
he had been authorized to represent in extenuation of the hostile pro- 
ceedings of that prince , of whose cause he proved so successful an 
advocate, as to appease for the present, if he did not totally extin- 
guish, the indignation of the Tcheghat&ian monarch. 

While he remained at Nekhtchuaun, on this occasion, an agent 
was dispatched on the part of Teymflr, to make a demand of tribute, 
and the ordinary proofs of submission from the prince of Georgia. In 
the mean time, he was rejoined by the Mirzas SAltan Hfisseyne, and 
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ad' 1401 ‘*’® Ameirs Jahaun Sbah and Temdr’lCbaujali, or 

- Rouaut-a.- '"'‘h ‘roops wbo had proceeded from Mei.koul to place 

themselves under the orders of Shah Rokh.m expectation of hoslih- 
ties with the Turkish Sditan. The imperial head quarters were then 
removed from Nekhtchuaun, to the banks of the Gouktcha tensueiz, 
or blue lake, where Teymdr recreated himself for some time, with the 
amusements of the chase. Not long afterwards, he was joined by 
Shah Rokh in person, together with the division under bisordeis, in 
concurrence with the instructions which had been afresh transmitted 
to him at Aouneik, or Avanic, The imperial armies then advanced 
to the plains of Shemkour, laid down by De la Croix to the left, or 
N. E. of the Ktlrr, although it does not appear that the troops had 
yet crossed that river. While encamped on these plains, Eidekou 
the son of Gheyauth-ud-dein Berlas arrived from Kermaun, with a 
suitable display of valuables, which he laid at the feet of the sovereign. 
On the same spot, the agent who had been dispatched into Geor- 
gia, returned to the presence of Teymiir, followed by the brother of 
MelekGArguein,with presents to an enormous amount, and an express 
agreement, on the part of the Georgian chief, to become tributary to 
the imperial authority. Having been, through the intercession of 
some powerful Ameirs of the court, introduced to an audience, this 
person communicated to Teymflr the most positive assurances of 
homage on the part of his brother, as well as his extreme regret for 
past audacious aggressions ; which he intreated might be alone as- 
cribed to the genuine cause, excess of rashness, and entire ignorance 
of the substantial interests of his country. If, however, from such 
considerations the imperial clemency might be disposed to view these 
errors with indulgence, and to cast over them the veil of oblivion, 
he pledged himself for the punctual payment, in future, of any lax 
or tribute that might be determined upon, and for the furnishing of 
whatever contingent of troopsmight be required toserve under the blia- 
dow of the imperial standard. And, in short, engaging that Ins obli- 
gations of service and allegiance should now terminate, only with Ins 
life. These protestations, in behalf of the prince of Georgia, produ- 
ced an immediate and very favorable impression on the mind of Fey- 
mbr. The apologies of the Georgian chief were graciously accepted 
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of, Ins offences overlooked, and Ins brother dismissed with a pelisse, 
and presents of uncommon splendor, and all Ins wishes liberally 
gratified. He v as, nc\ erihcless, charged on Ins departure, to announce 
tolhe prince Ins brother, that the conqueror was induced toforegohis 
just \cngcance, and to suspend the invasion of Ins territories, on the 
express condition that he should, for the future, forbear in any shape 
to molest the advocates of the true faith ; on the contrary that he 
should, on all occasions, be prepared to treat them \Mlh respect and 
kindness, and that he \\ould never omit an opportunity to contribute 
to their welfare and prosperity: for, he desired it to be understood 
that he should consider this, or any other treaty with Inm, no longer 
\alid than he adhered to the conditions thus prescribed. 

The afi'air \Mlh the Georgian thus happily adjusted, Teymfir, ever 
anxious for the tranquillity of his o\mi capital, conceived it expedi- 
ent, about the period under consideration, to dispatch the discreet 
and respectable Temur Khaujah to Samarkand ; in order to afford 
to Mirza Omar the aid of his counsels, and to admonish the Ameirs 
on the spot, of their obligations to exert themselves iMth Zealand 
unanimit}, in promoting the success of his government. Some days 
afterwards, the imperial head quarters w'cre removed to the station 
ol Karaw ultoujiah. Here, information was received from Mirza Ma- 
hommed Sultan that, in conformity with his instructions, he had left 
Samarkand some time since, for the purpose of repairiug to the im- 
perial presence, accompanied by Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein, but, that it had 
fallen to his lot to announce the death, after a short illness, of that 
able and gallant commander, soon after his arrival at NeyshapQr. 
The long and eminent services of this loyal and veteran chief, ren- 
dered his death a circumstance of deep and sensible regret to his 
master ; although he exerted all his fortitude to sustain it wMth be- 
coming resignation. At the expiration of a month, during which he 
remained at Karaivultoupah, he decamped from that station, and 
returned towards Kfitabaugh, on the Araxes, where he proposed to 
establish his winter quarters. On his arrival in the neighborhood of 
that place, about the twenty-second of the latter Rebbeia, of the year 
S04,* the artificersof the army proceeded to erect for the accommoda- 
tion of the monarch, the princes of his blood, and the imperial fami- 
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ly, lofty sheds constructed of mats, canes, and rafters, Under wdiich to 
cover the tents and pavilions, thus competently secured against the 
rigors of the approaching season. In the mean time, in concurrence 
with the resolution publicly avowed, of marching at the commence- 
ment of spring into Keptchauk, the princes and other great comman- 
ders are described, on this occasion, to have "uniformly placed the 
forepart of their’ tents in the direction of Deibend ; while a liberaf 
distribution of money evinced to the army, afresh, the unexhausted 
munificence of their sovereign. 

Shortly afterwards, an embassy from Keptchauk appeared, howe- 
ver, in the encampment, and proceeded in humble and submissive 
language to express, on the part of the Khaun, the most perfect obe- 
dience to the authority of Teymur. The conciliatory terms in 
which the ambassadors discharged themselves of the object of their 
mission, succeeded in this instance also, in appeasing the resentment 
of the Tcheghataian monarch ; whose vindictive passions the frost 
of age had probably, by this time, in some degree contributed to 
mitigate. While these matters were in tram, it was further announ- 
ced that Mirza Mahommed Siiltan, with the powerful reinforcement 
of troops and equipments' from Samarkand, was arrived at the station 
of Aktaum ; hence most of the Shahzadahs, including the Mirzas 
Meiran Shah, and Shah Rokh, together with the Ameirs Suhman 
Shah, Jahaun Shah, and Sheikh Nfir-ud-dein, and many others of 
the principal ministers and generals, proceeded immediately over the 
bridge on the Araxes, in older to conduct him to the presence of his 
grandfather, by whom he was most cordially embraced on his arrival, 
shortly after this, in the imperial encampment. The appearance of the 
young prince, whom, it may be necessary to recollect, bis grandfather 
had long destined to succeed to the imperial dignity, was followed for 
several days, by a course of continued festivity ; at which the ladies 
of the imperial family are described to have presented themselves 
arrajed with extraordinary Splendor. The Sbabz^dah was, at the 
same time, overwhelmed with favors by his august relative. A diadem 
of gold was placed upon his brows, and his waist encircled by a girdle 
of the same precious material. A lot of nine of the choicest Arabian 
horses, nine, times told, with saddles and caparisons of gold, was 
also among the presents bestowed upon him on the occasion. 
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Without interruption, from the ever watchful policy of Teymur 
Accordingly, in the very depth of winter, and in defiance of all the 
rigors of an inclement season, not less than four distinct armies 
were dispatched by different routes to attack the Snltan, before his 
power should have acquired strength ; and to check at its birth the 
spirit of disobedience, and revolt, which his presence might have 
produced in Arabian Tr^k, and in the adjoining provinces of Khou- 
zistaun, and Shouster. With one of these columns Mirza Aba Buk- 
ker the son of Meiran Shah, accompanied by Ameir Jahaun Shah, 
proceeded immediately towards Baghdad, of which they had very 
neaiiy effected the surprise. The Sfiltan with his son Sultan Taber, 
contrived, however, to escape towards Hellah, and although closely 
pursued, the following morning, by a detachment under the orders of 


Ameir Jahaun Shah, he succeeded, by destroying the bridge on the 
Euphrates, in finally wuthdrawnng to the island of Khaled and Malek, 
situated in the bed of that river some distance below, where the 
vicinity of the Arabian desert seemed to offer the best prospect of a 
secure retreat. Without attending to the proceedings of the three 
other divisions, it will be sufficient to remark that in the early part of 
the succeeding spring, the w’hole rej'oined the main body of theTey- 
mfinan armies, about that period assembling for the purpose of ap- 
proaching the frontiers of the Anatolian Peninsula. 

The jealousy which had been so long fermenting in the breasts of 
ithe rival monarchs had now reached Us crisis, and Teymfir was at 
last preparing, in earnest, to bring the question of universal dominioa 
between him and Sultan Bayezzid, to a final decision; an undertaking, 
iu every respect, worthy of the full display of his talents and valour, 
of the hazard and importance of which he was perfectly aw'are, and 
in which be does not appear to have engaged without the most ma- 


ture and anxious deliberation. 

During the period in which he continued m his winter quarters at 
K^rabaugh, he had received a formal embassy from the Turkish Sul- 
tan ; and he had condescended to avail himself of the opportunity to 
repeat his complaints of the asylum still afforded to that object of Ins 
unabating vengeance, the Turkman K^ra Yfissuf, again ur^inj, his 
extreme repugnance to engage m hostilities with a monarch, whose 
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exertions had been, hitherto, so laudably employed against the ene- 
mies of their common faith, the odious abettors of the religion of the 
Messiah. In order, therefore, before it \tas yet too late, to avert 
from his Mussulman subjects, the dreadful calamities to which they 
would be unavoidably exposed from the invasion of the Tcheght^ian 
armies, he now proposed to the ambassadors, for the consideration of 
their sovereign, either of the three following alternatives. To take 
the punishment of tlie refractory Thrkomaiiian upon himself, and to 
do him justice upon the rebel — To send him to liis court in chains, 
in order to receive that puni&limeiit, which on an impartial investiga- 
tion might appear due to his crimes — Or lastly, as the smallest con- 
cession to which he was entitled, to expel the odious profligate from 
his dominions. "With these propositions, after treating them with 
a superb hunting-match, on the plains of Aktaum on the opposite 
bank of the Araxes, and otherwise most sumptuously entertaining 
them, Te>mCir dismissed the agents of Bajazet, acquainting them, on 
their departure, that he should continue in his present quarters during 
winter , but, that at the return of spring, he should advance towards 
the Turkish frontier, in order to be the more conveniently at hand, 
for such communications as their master might be disposed to convey 
to him. If these should prove what he had such just g^rounds to ex- 
pect, all would be well — Otherwise, that the day of battle must decide 
between them. The ambassadors nere accompanied, at the same 
time, b}"^ another diplomatic mission from Teymhr, at the head of 
which was Bayezzid Tchimauny Eiltchigad^i, charged with written 
dispatches from his master to the Turkish Sultan. 

In the interval which succeeded to the dispatch of these ambas- 
sadors, Teymur occupied himself in opening and clearing out an an- 
cient canal, which had been choked up in the lapse of ages, and which 
had attracted his attention, in the course of his hunting parties. It 
appears to have communicated with the Araxes on the right, or south- 
ern bank ; to have been completed on this occasion to the length of 
tvNo farsangs and upwards, m the short space of one month, and it 
received the name of the canal of Berlas. 

Although It IS acknowledged that considerable repugnance was to be 
conquered on the part of Teymflr, before he could prevail upon himself 
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6naIIy to resolve on the expedition into Natolia, from a species of re- 
ligious deference to the zeal with which Bajazet had so frequently 
signalized himself in his wars against the infidels ; nevertheless, it 
was a measure on the expediency of which none of his courtiers had 
hitherto ventured, in his presence, to hazard the slightest doubt. He 
iiad, at the same time, formed an estimate on no inade(juatp scale, of 
the formidable extent of the Turkish dominions, of the resources, the 
strength and discipline of the armies of the house of Othman, which 
latter were known to be in the most perfect state of preparation for 
war — the grandeur and magnificence of Bajazets equipments, being 
such, from recent report, that he had no less than twelve thousand dog 
keepers,'’ or huntsmen, in his tram, which were probably a body of 
life guards particularly armed and appointed, for the protection of 
his person. The Teymfirians, on the other hand, had been so perpe- 
tually harrassed, during a period of four years, by a senes of fatiguing 
marches and expeditions, from one country to another, that theii‘ 
horses were worn to skeletons; and the Ameirs and principal generals 
appeared therefore with little exception, extremely averse to engage at 
present, in an enterprizeof such magnitude and importance. Asa per- 
son who, by his wit and eloquence, had secured unobstructed access to 
the presence of the monarch, by whom he was indulged with freedom 
of speech on all occasions, they accordingly fixed upon Shums-ud- 
dein of Almaulegh, to be the organ of their representations on this 
subject ; instructing him to support his arguments on the occasion, 
with an alleged declaration of the astrologers that the TcheghatSian 
armies were destined, in the course of the present year, to suffer some 

serious injury from those of Rfime, 

Shums-ud-dein proceeded, accordingly, to communicate to Tey- 
mfir, what he had received in charge from the great officers of Ins 
court, superadding, as he had been instructed to do, the report of the 

astrologers. The sagacious monarch condescendingly observed, that, 

admitting all he alleged on the part of the Ameirs to be perfectly just, 
he should yet require to be more particularly informed, from whom 
he derived his alarming decision on the aspect of the heavenly bodies. 

To this Shums-ud-dein appearing unable to reply, JuIlau'I-ul-isslaum 
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immedintely threw himself upon his knees, and declared that in direct 
. opposition to the speculations of both Aineirs and astrologers, he 
should without reserve gi\c his voice for the expedition; little doubt- 
ing that \Mtli the aid of that presiding providence, which had hi- 
therto so conspicuously maintained the ascendancy of the imperial 
power, they should yet bring the thunderbolt Ba}ezzid, a forsaken 
captne to the foot of the throne, and include the provinces of his 
boasted empire within the already w-ide extended limits of the Tey- 
mbrian authority* and what furnished, as he said, additional confi- 
dence to these hopes, w’as the evidence daily accumulating, that the 
piesumption of the Turkish monarch had reached its acme, and that 
the declension of his pow*er must necessarily be at hand. But the 
more effectually to dispel the doubts and apprehensions of his generals, 
Teymur called upon Moulana Abdullah Lessaun, a very skilful as- 
trologer who aUvays attended his person, to announce such discov- 
( lies as he might have made, in his observations of the heavenly 
bodies. The INIoulana replied, without hesitation, that w'lth the aid 
of the ephemerides, and other astronomical guides calculated for the 
present } ear, he w as enabled to state that the fortune of Te^ inCir W’-as 
in the hi^liest degree of ascendancy, while that of his adversaries 
appeared at the very lowest decline. It so fell out that aliout this 
very crisis, a comet made its appearance in Aries, taking its course 
from the westward, as Avell as w-e are able to understand the pas- 
sage, from Its rise in the evening to its occultation in the tw'ilight. 
At the expiration of some days, it appeared again, about daylight in 
the morning, in the east Moulana Abdullah then, ver}"- opportunely, 
produced to the council a passage from the w'orks of Mohey-ud-dein 
Meghreby, w'hich predicted in express terms that when a comet 
should appear in the celestial sign above alluded to, it portended that 
an army from the east should invade the country of Roum, or Ana- 
tolia, and occasion some great calamity to the sovereign ruler of that 
territory. 

' But, w'hatever might have been exhibited in the phenomena of 
the heavens, or affirmed by the impostures of astrology, the resol- 
ution of Te}milr was unalterably fixed for his expedition into Ana- 
tolia, and he, accordingly, broke up from his winter quarters at Kara-, 
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baugh, on the thirteenth of Rudjub, of the 804 th of the hidjerah * 
leading his troops immediately to encamp on the extensive and 
luxuriant plains in the neighborhood. Here he remained some days, 
awaiting the final close of the cold season , after which, he again put 
his tioops in motion, and proceeded towards the plains of Shemkour, 
already mentioned above. Mirza Mahommed Sfiltan proceeded, at 
the same time, across the Kiirr, directing his march along the left 
bank of that river upwards, possibly towards the city of Teflis. 
Leading his troops through Berdaaand Ganjah, to the plains of Shem- 
kour above mentioned, Teymfir there continued, until the whole 
of the forage in the circle of the adjoiningdistricts had been entirely 
consumed. After this, he directed his march to theHeft, towards 
Alatauk, or Alataug, which Jay to all appearance in the vicinity of 
Ararat. 

While the army lay encamped on the river of Bender, [aub-e-Ben- 
der,orTabudaur, according to De la Croix], which is the boundary of 
Georgiaon thatside,the imperial family received the further augmenta- 
tion, on the twenty fourth of Ramzaun,’j' of a son to Shah Rokh, by bis 
consort Gouher Shaud Aga, who received the nameofMahomoied Jou- 
ky. MirzaMahommed Sultan had, in the mean time, been successfully 
•emplo3^ed against the Legzies, or Lezgies, of Mt. AlbhrZ, whom he 
had destroyed in considerable numbers; and he now rejoined the 
imperial encampment, with no small accumulation of booty. Before 
he proceeded further in his designs, Teymur availed himself of the 
opportunity of sending back towards Tebreiz and Shltauniah, the 
Queen consort, Serai Melek Khaunum, and some of .the principal 
ladies, together with the younger branches of the imperial family; 
■among whom are particulaily mentioned the Mirzas Olugh Beg, and 
IbrauhimShltan, sons of Shah Rokh, -at this period about eight years 
of age, Jahangueir the son of Peir Mahommed Jahangueir, Anjeil, 
or Ayjel, the son of Meiran Shah, each about seven, and B^isungur 
and Seybrghetniesh, also the sons of Shah Rokh, the one five, and the 
other three years old. 

■Having thus disencumbered himself of what might otherwise have 
been the source of much anxiety, Teymfir advanced to the neighbor- 
« I6tli of February. A. D. 1402. t 2Gtb of Apul. 
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hood of Scnkonr, or more probably Menkoul, the extensive plains 
formerly mentioned as supposed to lie on the frontiers which separ- 
ate Georeia and Armenia; whence his whole force, riijht, left, and 
centre, became now united in one ^tupendous and overwhelming 
mass. From hence, he conceived it expedient again to dispatch an 
embassy to the court of Bajazet to acquaint that monarch that al- 
though he had found it adMsable to conduct his armies thus far, he 
nevertheless still adhered to the tenor of his recent proposals ; to 
which if the Turkish prince acceded, in either alternative, and would 
further give directions for the surrender, to the Teymdrian officers, of 
the fortress of Kemaukh, which he maintained to have always been 
a dependency of the Persian monarchy, he, the Turkish Sitltan, should 
be left in unmolested possession of all his dominions, and thence 
permitted to prosecute, without interruption, his meritorious designs 
against the abject infidels of the european continent. Na3%more than 
this, that he w'as perfectly disposed, as far as other important objects 
would allow', to afford bun every support, in order to share in the 
glor^' and ultimate rew ards of his pious exertions in exterminating the 
adversaries of the faith of Mahommed. Intelligence, how'ever, arriving 
at this very conjuncture, that Kara Yussuf had actually quitted the 
court of Bajazet, without a single follow-er, Teymur, as if determined 
at all events to keep alive the embers of discord, further instructed his 
ambassadors to apprize the Turkish monarch, that in order to give 
stabilit}' to the basis of their daw-ning friendship, it behoved him to 
convey to the imperial encampment, w-ithout delay, the family and 
adherents of the fugitive TGrkmaun. 

During the period m which he remained, on this occasion, on the 
plains of Alenkoule, his emissaries conveyed information to Teymfir, 
that there existed irr the neighborhood a fortress of great strength, 
which bore the name of Tertoum, and of w'hich the garrison, consisting 
of no more than tw'o hundred Georgian soldiers, was, reported to be 
the occasion of extreme annoyance, to all such as passed through the 
adjoining territory. This, with their usual good fortune, a division 
of the imperial troops, under the orders of Sheikh Ndr-ud-dem and 
Shah Melek, was employed to reduce ; the place was carried by storm, 
on the sixth day of its investiture , the whole of the slender garnsoci 
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put to the sword, and the walls levelled w,th the earth. After this 
proceeded to Aouneik, where he again halted for 

snmi, some ditys. 

Two months having, however, now elapsed, since the period at 
which he had reason to expect the return of the former embassy to 
the court of Bajazet, without the slightest reply to his proposals, 
Teymiir expressed considerable impatience at the delay; observing 
that he was at last convinced of the inutility of placing any reliance 
on the good faith of a person of Bajazet’s ignoble extraction. For 
It was sufficiently clear that the moderation which, from motives the 
most friendly, he had exercised in the course of the correspondence 
between them, had produced but little impression on the perverse and 
untractable T. hrkman, for so he affected to denominate the represent- 


ative of the illustrious house of Othman. And to this untractable dis- 
position he must ascribe his neglect to close with those offers of ac- 
commodation and peace so liberally extended to him. The imperial 
armies, from a consideration that it was on this side the bulwark of 
Isl^m, had indeed, he continued to observe, been hitherto restrained 
from entering his devoted country ; but the unworthy demeanor of 
the Sultan m a variety of instances, and particularly in ins recent de- 
tention of the ambassadors, had rendered it, at last, indispensably 
necessary to advance without farther delay — in order to carry home 
to- himself the just, chastisement due to his per\eTse and refractory 
proceedings. 

On his arrival at Erzeroum, shortly afterwards, TeymAr, having 
been successively joined by the divisions which had been detached, 
in different directions from Kaiabaugb, during' the winter, deter- 
mined on the reduction of the fortress of Kemaukh, or Kemak, alrea- 
<3y mentioned ; and here described as a place of well known strength, 
situated on the summit of a high rock, surrounded on its accli vity by 
delicious gardens, with the river Euphrates, here a beautiful stream, 
running at the bottom. What rendered the spot further remarkable 
was an extraordinary fall, for three days in the spring of every year, of 
small birds like young sparrows, which were’ caught and cured insa t, 
in great quantittes by the natives; but which, if neglected to be taken 
precisely within the three days, were enabled to take flight y t e 
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gro^^ th of tlieir \\ mgs. Tlie siego of Kemaukli, at his particular and 
earnest mtreaty, was consigned to the direction of JMirza Mahommed 
SiMtan, the son of Jahangueir, who accordingly proceeded, at the head 
of a numerous and formidable division of the army, to the attack of the 
place. As if this force appeared incompetent to the design, TeymCir, 
on advancing to Erzenjaun soon afterv\ards, dispatched the Mirzas 
Aba Biikker, and Khalcil Sultan, and other Shahz^dahs and gen- 
erals, with an addition of troops, to assist in the operations of the 
siege; ^\hlch ^^as immediately commenced with singular vigour and 
activity. In short, after having succeeded in cutting off from the 
ga’^nson all supply of water, and preparing a number of ladders of 
rope, \\hich were carried up by some natives of Mekreit, in the 
obscurity of the night, to be fastened to the ridge of the rock on 
which the fortress was erected, a chosen body of soldiers, whose 
names were recorded in a particular register on that occasion, by Ma- 
hommed Sultan in person, as a memorial to future ages, intrepidly 
mounted to the assault. The garrison being, however, unexpected- 
ly alarmed, hastily stood to their defence; and, by rolling down large 
stones on the heads of their assailants, precipitated them altogether 
to the bottom of the rock, and many to rise no more. Among 
others of considerable distinction, was Ally Sheir, the nephew' of 
Ameirzadah Abbas, who missing the steps of the ladder fell head- 
long downwards, and perished on the spot 

On the following morning, however, the attack was resumed with 
inconceivable fury on all points of the rock, and the troops, anima- 
ted by the voice and example of the Mirzas Mahommed Sultan and 
Aba Bukker, at last succeeded in gaining the summit, the followers 
of the latter prince being the first to ascend ; and thus, in the face of 
dar , was carried by storm a place so singularly strong both by nature 
and art, as to be reputed impregnable to open force. On receipt of 
the welcome intelligence, Tei^mur immediately took horse, and pro- 
ceeded to survey the works of this important post; of which, as it 
lav within seven farsangs, or about six and twenty miles below Erzen.- 
jaun, on the same river Euphrates, he conferred the government on 
bis faithful vassal Ameir Taberten. He then returned to Erzenjaun; 
where he continued for some time longer, in order to complete his 
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a! D ?402. the war with IJajazet : his troops being, however, in 

Jlouzut-Hs- time, actively employed in beating up the quarters of, and 

sufla. dislodging the savage and refractory natives, who had taken post in 
the caverns, and other inaccessible retreats, of the neighboring moun- 
tains. 

When he had subsequently advanced to Sevauss, Tcheimaiiny, or 
Tchempai, Eiltcliigadai, the ambassador whom he had last dispatch- 
ed to the court of Bajazet, returned to the presence of Teymfir, accom- 
panied by the envoys of the Turkish monarch, bearing from their mas- 
ter, since it was ordained by the decrees of eternal destiny that bis 
country should be immediately delivered over to the horrors of war 
and desolation, a reply to the proposals of his puissant rival, full of 
insolent and acrimonious defiance, and refusing on any consideration 
to give up the fortress of Kemaukh. The purport of this ilJ-advised 
and intemperate mission, having been introduced through the medium 
of the Shahztldahs, and some of the principal generals to an audience, 
the envoys on their knees ventured in part to explain to Tey- 
miir. Not a little enraged at the language with which they bad 
presumed to address him, and disdainfully rejt^cting their presents, 
which consisted of ten Arabian horses, and several animals trained to 
the chase, the Tcheghataian monarch observed to the spokesman, in 
a tone of indignation, that if it were not at variance with the usages 
of civilized humanity, to act with rigor towards men who appeared 
in his sacred character, his head would have been the immediate for- 
feit of his presumption. But, having thus yielded to the first ebulli- 
tions of resentment, his indignation subsided; and the monarch pro- 
ceeded dispassionately to remark, that w'hen an individual was once 
entirely forsaken by his good fortune, the best intended and most 
salutary counsels w'ere received through a perverted medium. And 
hence it was, that however sincerely he had laboured to awaken this 
imprudent prince from his dream of fancied security, and in order to 
shield his devoted subjects from the calamities of a tremendous inva- 
sion, all his arguments had proved unavailing. For could any stronger 
proof be required of the total perversion of intellect, which governed 
the decisions of this man, than that he should have chosen to expose 
his country to all the horrors of the impending awful visitation, rathec 
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than submit to the comparatively trifling alternative of sending away 
the \Mfeof KftraYAssuf, and of ceding over the fortress of Keraaukh, 
to which he possessed no sort of legitimate claim. In the latter point, 
however, thanks to heaven and to the gallantry of the imperial armies, 
his interposition vas no longer anting. Tell your master, “he 
observed in conclusion, addressing himself to the members of the 
embassy,” since he has thought fit to disregard the counsels of good 
^\lll and experience, and to reject the demands of j'ustice on my part, 
if he be, what he would persuade the w'orld to believe him, a man 
of undaunted courage, to take his ground with firmness; for he was at 
hand to assail liim, whose power it w’ould require his utmost energies 
to AYithstaiid.” 

Having thus taken his final resolution, Teymiir proceeded to a 
general review of his troops , w'hicli bytomauns, hazaurahs, and kousli- 
uns, impelling each other like the billow's of the ocean, now passed 
before bun in tremendous arrav, and countless succession The divi- 
Sion of Mirza Islahommed Sultan in particular, recently arrived from 
Samarkand, exhibited the most beautiful and splendid appearance; 
the shahzfidah having provided, that each separate corps of his divi- 
sion should be distinguished by one uniform colour — the standards, 
arms, and habiliments, bows and arrows, and quivers, spears and 
maces, of one corps being all red, of another green, of another white, 
and of another purple, or blue, all clad in coats of mail, and cuirasses, 
to the extreme delight of the spectatois, and to the approbation openly 
expressed of their invincible master. This superb spectacle contin- 
ued from daw'n of day, until the hour of prayer at noon, the Turkish 
ambassadors having been conducted, by order of Teymur, to survey 
the w hole to the very last ranks and squadrons ; and they are described 
tohavebeen filled w'lth dismaj', and astonishment, at the prodigious 
assemblage of warriois completely equipped and armed, that day 
exhibited in their presence. Of this tremendous host, in the mean 
time, the author does not furnish the slightest estimate as to number; 
but from other channels w'e learn that the force with which Teymtlr, 
on this occasion, entered the dominions of the house of Othman, did 
not consist of less than three hundred thousand horse, and five hun- 
dred thousand foot, of different nations * 

• Knolles’s historj of the Turks, in particular. 


A H.0n4 - 
A. D 1402, 
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suffa.. 
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M5' ? 40 j. Teymur dismissed ihe ambassadois of Baja- 

lloii4:ijl.us- zet, a ter treating them very honorably, and charging them to tell their 
sufia. master, after all, that he was still sincerely disposed io respect the 
tranquillity of the Mdssulmau states—now limiting his demands to 
the restoration of the wife and family of Ameir Taherten, and the 
delivery of one of the princes his sons, as an hostage for the discon- 
tinuance of every cause of jealousy between them, engaging, at the 
same time, that the treatment of the illustrious pledge should not 
be less tender and affectionate, than if he were one of his own 
offspring. 

■V7ithout delaying further to describe the reduction of Harouk, 
another strong foit in the neighborhood, by a division of the troops 
under Sheikh Nur-ud-dein, we shall proceed to state that finding, 
while he continued at Sevauss, from those well acquainted with the 
approaches into Natolia, that the road to Tokaut lay through gloomy 
forests full of difficult and dangerous defiles, and, moreover, that Ba- 
jazet was already arrived at that place, at the bead of a numeroMs 
and formidable army, with vhich be had taken care to secure tlu 
fords in the different rivers, which report was further confirmed, in all 
its circumstances, by the scouts whom he had employed to explore 
the forests in question, Teymfir proceeded on his march, taking the 
direction to the left, towards Kaysereiah ; having previously detached 
Ameir Suliman Shah, with a numerous advanced guard towards that 
quarter. Immediately afterv ards, -AII 3 ' Sultan Tawatcbei was dis- 
patched with instructions to that commander, not to suffer his troops 
on any consideration,' to pass beyobd Kaysereiah ; the mam body of 
the imperial army, being, in the mean tinie, on its march from Sevauss, 
to the last mentioned place, which occupied a period of six days ; 
owing, possibly, to the intricacies and inequalities of the road, among 
the defiles of Mount Taurus, since the distance by the map does 

not appear to exceed sixtys or seventy miles. 

Having remained for several days at Kaysereiah, dispensing to the 
inhabitants, if we may believe our authority, many conspicuous proofs 
of his liberality and love of justice, Teymur employed Ins troops, in 
part, to hunt out the unhappy natives, who had been constrained y 
their fears to seek for refuge in subterraneous passages, and other 
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places of fancied security, and in part to bring in the grain and forage A. H. 804 
of the surrounding districts; it being, at this time, the regular period A. D.i402. 
for collecting the produce of the'ir husbandry. This last important suffa,”* 
object attained, he dispatched Mirza Aba Bukker, accompanied by 
the veteran Sheikh ISIdr-ud-deiii, in advance, and then, with the 
remainder of the army, now bracing on their coats of mail and cuir- 
asses, and otherwise preparing for action, he prosecuted his march 
for three days, in the direction of Angouriah, pitching his tents on 
the fourth day, in the neighborhood of Kersheher, not far from the 
banks of the Kuzzel Yermek, or red Yermek, the Halys of the anci- 
ents. Here he received intelligence that the light troops of Bajazet 
were in sight ; and the ShahzJidahs and generals weie accordingly 
enjoined to encamp with the strictest regularity, observing every 
precaution to guard against surprise, and fortifyyig their respective 
quarters with a ditch, and breast-work of fascines and hurdles, in order 
to frustrate any sudden attempt, on the part of the enemy. 

The very same night, Ameir Shah Melek, with a detachment of one 
thousand horse, set off, by Teymitr’s directions, in order to procure 
more certain intelligence of the situation of the enemy ; and pro- 
ceeding with all the celeritj' that was practicable in the obscurity of 
the night, and in a country little known, that chief, after a march of 
nearly ten farsangs, or about five and thirty miles, found himself at 
break of day, immediately in front of the camp of Bajazet, and has- 
tened without delay, to place his detachment in ambuscade. It was, 
however, early discovered by the light troops of the enemy, who were 
proceeding as usual, to scour the precincts of the encampment in the 
morning, and a very desperate conflict accordingly ensued. In these 
circumstances, not a little enraged to observe the intrepid resistance 
maintained, by"^ such disparity of numbers, against the overwhelming 
superiority of force which now thronged to attack them from every 
side, the Turkish monarch expressed himself in terms of severe re- 
proach to hii generals, and, immediately after sunrise, put his whole 
army in motion towards Kersheher, Shah Melek dispatching at the 
same time, to report his situation to Teymur, and to announce the 
approach of his adversary. Yhe crisis appeared now too serious and 
important, to confide to the ordinary means of information, and Tey- 
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TO 


THE READER. 


If, ill consigning lliis, and the preceding volumes, finally, 

to the piotection of a Biitish Public, the Author shall con- 
tiibute to implant nioie deeply in the minds of Ins generous 
Countrymen, the conviction of that important Truth, that 
the only suie foundation of national happiness is nation- 
al VIRTU L, and that the best secunt}'- for national inde- 
pendence is NATIONAL RENOWN — to influence them moie 
highly to appieciale the inestimable blessings of a Govern- 
ment by KNOWN and establisuld laws, impartiaUi} admin^ 
istei'cd, and to cling moie devotedly to the institutions, in 
CHURCH and state, tiansmitted to them by their glorious 
ancestors — whatever disappointments, in other lespects, he 
may be, destined to expeiience, his labouis will, in tins assur- 
ance alone, have obtained their noblest compensation.. 


BRECKNOCK , 

Slsi of Octoier , 1820. 
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Atleni}^ on Azerbayauu, hy Mra Yussuf the Turkoman, defeated by Peir Mahomored 
son of Omar Sheikli. After conducting Ins troops to the Borysthenes, Teyraurproceeds 
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Mirza Peir Mabommed having crossed the Indus, and laid siege to Multaun ,* Teymur 
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Ketour , treachery of the uncivilized nations, signally chastized Surprise and defeat 
of the Teymunan detachments, avenged by Mabommed azaud. Teymur descends the 
passes ot Hindu Kouli to Kabul, transactions during his march to the Indus. He 
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flight of >ultan Mabommed and his ministers. The troops of Teymur take possession 
of the metropolis, fruitless insurrection, and massacre of the inhabitants. Sketch of 
the city as It stood at this period Teymur quits Dehly, and crosses into the Doaub, 
for the reduction of Meirtn , capture of a hostile flotilla on the Ganges, tWiich latter 
river Fey inur now crosses, various conflicts with the Hindis on the left bank of the 
Ganges. He quits that river on bis return into the Punjaub. Proceedings among the 
rangis of Sewaulek. recross, ng of the Jumna. Teymur 

punishes the hostility of the natives. He recrosses theTchunaub, and finally ^the Indus^ 
on his return to Samarkand. - _ - - - • 

CHAPTER VII. 

The Eight Hundred and first to the Eight Hundred and third of the Hidjerah. 

Sketch of Teymur’s lourney from the Indus to Samarkand ; proceedings at that mefropo- 
hsTnmgaS^ deranged conduct of Meiran Shah during 
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tlical>scncc of Ins fatlicr, and subsequent ercnls in AzerbAiiann; wbicli hasten the march 
of Tejnn^r into that proMucc, and iinailv produce the incmorahic nar with Bajazet. 
blcirnn Shahis restored to fa\ or. Tc^nu^^ winters in the peiniisiila hejond the Ara\cs. 
Notice of events in the surrounding countries Expedition of Mirza Cshundcr into Jetlali. 
Note of the route from Klioten to I’ekin Eskundci is imprisoned on ins return by Ins 
kinsman Sultan Mahommed. Te>mur quits Ins winter quarters and enters Georgia. 
Transactions at Sliirauz, and degradation of Peir Malionnned , w Iio is superseded bx ins 
brother itlirza Rustinn Transactions at BnglidAd Frantic bcliavior ofSfiltaii Alniicd. 
JJc finally forsakes ins capital, and takes refuge with Shltan Ba| izct Gregory prince 
of Georgia obtains an accoinmodation witli ToMiiur. Inditations ofapproaclnng Iiosti- 
litips between Tcxnuirand tlic Ttirkisli Emperor Bajazet Tejmtir’s dispntcli to tint 
monarch answered with defiance Siege and reduction ofSexauss, and of Rlalauhah. 
The assassination of his andiassador bj tlie goxernment of Egxpt, determines Texmur 
toproeecd into Sjria. Siege and reduction of Beliessena Submission of Acxnetaub 
Deliberations among tlie Sjrinn Amcirs. llietr plans eluded Iij tlie superior address of 
Teynutr. The) arc defeated near Alejipo That town is taken lix assault. Ultimate 
surrender of tlic citadel Submission of H nna, of Emesa, and of Baalbek, Design of 
assassination discoxcrcd and pii’iislied. Tcxinur appears befoie Damascus Desertion 
to thecncnix of one of Ins grandsons. Tlie luliabitants of Damascus sally from tlietowii 
inder a wrong impression, and are defeated with tremendous slaiigliler. The governor 
ibandons the place, and the city surrenders. Siege and surrender of tlic castle. Tex- 
iiur, among other proecedings, regulates tlie coinage of Daniascns His strictures on the 
onduct of the inhabitants, witli respect to their hostility to the family of the projiliet, 
poduces the pillage, and ultimately the destruction of that fine city. Teymur withdraws 
fnm Syria A dixision of ins army detached to Palmyra, both Hama and Aleppo are 
brnt to the ground- Teymur rccrosscs the Euphrates at Beirah Rax ages the vicinity 
oOIardein ; receives intelligence of the reduction of Alaiijck; detaches a force to re- 
pcsess BaglidAd, again occupied for Sultan Ahmed; determined resistance of the gox'- 
cibr compels Texmurto appear in person before the place Siege and cajiturc of the 
cit by assault , general massacre of the inhabitants, and demolition of the town. Tey- 
niL returns into \rerbaijaun . - . _ . 288 

CHAPTER Ylll. 

Tl Eight Bundled and third to the Eight Bundled and Fifth of the Hidjerah. 

Hosti'ies on the part of Dnjazet Overtures towards an accommodation, which induce a 
conromise xxith the Turkish monarch for the present. Transactions in Georgia . ac- 
comodation with the prince of that country. Death of Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein. Tey mfir 
x\in|-s at KArabaugh Punishment of Mirza Eskundcr for Ins expedition into Jettah. 
Shlti Ahmed again an possession of, and again expelled from Baghdad. Tey^miir re- 
siinuhis hostile designs against Bajazet, embassy from the latter unfavorably dismissed; 
x arifs speculations on the policy of these hostile designs, which are finally resolved on 
by Tmilr, who accordingly breaks up from Ins winter quarters, and proceeds towards 
the hher Euphrates Reduction of Kemaukh, on that nver, intemperate communica- 
tion om Bajazet. Teymur reviews his army, and dismisses the ambassadors of the 
Turk) monarch, advances to Kayserciah — Kersheher — and finally to Angfiriah; pre- 
paratis for battle .Sketch of the leading circumstances of the memorable conflict 
nfear igfiriah, and total defeat of tlie Turkish army. Bajazet is taken prisoner. Tey- 
mur reives ibe keys of Aiigfinah, and proceeds to Souri hessaiir and Kotauhia Ma- 
homrd Sultan obtains possession of Prusa, with the wife and daughters of Bajazet. 
Destrijon of Prusa, capture of Nice, and of other places in that direction. Mflssul- 
man Tielebi escapes into Thrace, Aba Bukker the son of Meiran Shah married to 
the el(i daughter of Bajazet. Teymur leaves Kotauhiah and proceeds to the west- 
ward. psjiatclies au embassy to the court of Constantinople, and another to Mussul- 
man Ttlebi Curious passage in Knolles’s history of the Turks. Cruel ravages on 
the coatjf loma Arrangement for the winter quarters of the Teymunan armies A t- 
■tack of lyma, and operations before that place, its final jeduction and ,dismantlement., 

b 
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fh^sot Im . of Teymur towards Efssa Tcheleby, Death of Afaliommed Suhan 

I««..dera,egncf„f Tey.„r, il™ pr„,.o„,.s h, 
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‘ CHAPTER IX. 

Ejght Hundred and Fifth to the Eight Hundred and Seventh of the Htdferah. 
Successful result of the embassy to the Sultan of Egypt; which produces au accommoda^ 
^ou with that government. Teymur removes a colony of black Tataurs from Anatolia. 

J he 1 cheghatayan armies return into Azerh&ijaun. Teymfir again menaces the Geor- 
emns. Submission of (he prince of Mardein. Kira Yissuf in possession of Arabian 
Mfc: but IS again expelled by the Mirzas Aba Bukker and Rfistuto. Operations against 
the Georgians. Siege and capture of the fortress of Kflrtein. Further depredations on 
the Georgian territory, and final accommodation with the pnnee of that country. Tran- 
sactions of the succeeihng winter. Submission of Guilauu Omar the son of Me/ran. 
Shall invested with the government of Azerb^ijaun Proceedings against Eskuiider 
Sheikhy. Meiran Shah permitted to reside under the protection of his son at Baghdad. 
Capture of Feyrouz K6h, and other operations of Eskunder Sheikhy, who is pursaed 
by Teymur into the defiles of Rustumdaur, but finally escapes. Teymur resumes his. 
march for Samarkand ; where Ire arrives about the end of Mohurrem of the year 507. 
Teymur's attention devoted to the embellishment of the metropolis. Notice of aoanu 
bassador from one of the European states Design of invading the empire of Clina 
Xonnltki, or general diet of the empire, and gorgeous festirKies on the plain of Kam e- 
gull. - Serious preparations for the Chinese expedition. EstimalSe of the force <f tbc. 
Teymunan armies at this period Disposition for winter quarters Teymur mrclies 
for the Seyfaoun ; crosses that river, and proceeds to Otraur. His further progress mpe.^ 
ded bv tile severity of the weather. Last illness, final arrangements, and death cTey- 
nifir. Enumeration of his family. - * * .. . 42ffi 

CHAPTER X. [PART II.J 

Eight Hundred and Seventh to the Eight Hundred and Fiftieth of the tJidjeth. 

Proceedings on the death of Teymur— at Yassy w’bere Mirza Sultan Hflsseyne aates to- 
the sovereign power — ^at Samarkand into which admission is denied to the Mnas Ou^ 
lough Beg and Ibrauhim— at Taushkent where Mirza Khaleil avows his claims oon the 
imperial dignity— be obtains possession of Samarkand— his imprudent appfiition of 
these advantages In Kliorassann, Sbah RoKh assumes the sovereign power-iarches 
towards the Osus — but in consequence of an accommodation with Mirza KlialeSnIfan, 
returns to Herat. Failure and deatb of Sultan Husseyne. An attempt on Tnnoxiana,. 
by Peir Maliommed, and Olugh Beg, proves unfortunate. Revolt of Seyud faag;aii. 

Omar the sou of Meiraii Shah cJaims the protection of Shah Rokh, after hang been 
expelled from Azerbaijaun by his father and elder brother. Seyud Khaujab iJcfeated 
near Asferabad by Sbah Rokb, who confers the government of Mazanderaunion Mirza 
Omar Unc^rateful conduct and deatb of that prince. Sbah Rokh confers L govern- 
ment of Mazanderaun upon his son Oligh Beg. Conspiracy among bisiiJjrs sup- 
pressed by Shah Rokh. Proceedings of Sultan Ahmed of Baghdad, and Ka 
on tlieir enlargement by the Sultan of Egypt. The former repins possessic of Bagh- 
dad, but finis ill bis attempt upon Azerbaijaun. Hostilities between Kara ussuf and 
Mirza Aba Bukker, for the possession oftbat province; final success “"jj 

deatli of Meiran Sbab ; alleged moderation of the 1 urkomann. f 

his son Peir Bedaugh, further proceedings, and disastrous fate of Aba 
sactions at Sbirauz. Peir Mahommed the son of Omar 
thers He is liowever assassinated by one of bis oflicers, and his brother k 
tains the so verei^’aty of Farss and Isfahaun. Sequel of the history of bult Ahmed of 
' Baghdad. SbalT R^h crosses the Oius and proceeds to Samarkand. Rev and death 
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of III HA^'rvnv. Kinidl 'n«r^ ilir cnvrmm.'nl cf Tmir^o-^inm* 

vliirli i‘ t!n n ronfmrd on 01ii"li Hr". Ur\oU mnl ilraili of‘'lirikli Nur-nfl-*lriii No* 
iKc of Til rml'T'^N lo ni il fioin llir 1 mprror of Cliiin. !)• 'icii of *'lnli Koltli on Ayrr- 
li7)|uun proirirtcil iliroiii.li tlir rrfrrclon rnndin 1 of I ^kllnllr^ tlic 'on of Oni ir ‘'lirikli 
'I li il piinrr l^ lir'ic^r il ni t*f 'll inn, iv likrn in nn •'llrinpl lo r*rnpr, ami fin ilK ili priv- 
nl of 'iL'Iil !>' Il ' loollirr lUiOnin lloMiliiir^ Inlwmi Oliiuli Bet: ami lin kniMinn 
'^l«irik Nlinird *'if "r and rrrliirlinti of '»litr III? l'\ '*li ill Kokli llrlnrn of tli it pritic o 
lo Hr i'll, vlirtr hr n IniihK I In r'l idrl of I klilnnr nd-*li in 'I hr provmrcof Krinnnn 
u viil'incaird lo hi' aiilhonU Hr i' rncac'd in an rxpnlilinn to K 'Hihlianr Snh)ii- 
pntion of nnddiikh'lnnn Tlir co'irnnirnt of Knndahanr, Kahfil, and Cihr/nrin, 
hr'Iowrd iii>nn Alif’a ‘'i ' I'lrchrlnir'h I \lrnl of ihr pn"r"inn'i of Sh di I’okli 
al ihi' «ii't< Mr iii'.’icr' III thr r\]irdition ncmi'l Kin \ ii"nf ronindahlr 
prrpanlmn' on ihr p tl of llir lallrr. ‘'ra'oinhlr dralli of llial c hit f, and 
coi.<r tpirnl cl 'prt'ion of hi' nrni\ Siih'rqntit prorrnlini;'' of .Shah Kokh Ohvrr- 
\ aloiN a I ‘'aimtkaiid rit c'rd h\ 01111,11 Br" (^h'liii ilr hall It a I Alt 'h”niril, lit lurcn 
Sli di Bokli a ml llir mil' of K ira A ii"i f 1 hr *'lnh ri liirii' \ irlorioii' lo Hi r il Tlirre 
M at' of niidi'Miihril iriinpnllilN Hr ilh of \nirtr ‘'hah Alrh k. ami of Mirra SrMirf;Iii I* 
nit 'll 01tit:h Bre I' drft aird hv ihr Kh niii of tin Oiirht k' Dc'pci.ilr illriiipl n|inn 
ihr lifr of shill Bokh . Irrinniait v in ihr tit iili of tin n'«a'Mn Sli ili Kokh niters 
T raii'ovt 11 1 on VI hit h ihr Onrln k' triirr into I In ir own coiiiiti v Shah Kokh i' rrcal- 
Inl iiilo Arrih ii|niin, lo oppoir thr t nrroat liun lit' of llir rnrkoniauns, .San"Uina!j 
conflitt vvithihi mil' of Kara An"iifiirti s, lmiin»\ Tin Shah rclnniv lo hi' ca)>ilal 
Inrnr'ioii' of iht Ourln k' inlo Kli mii /in hliiili Kokh is acini t dlrtl inlo A/rrh ii) inn 
In rrprr" ihr ti'iir|i ilnni' of the ‘I iifkoniaii' C«rt .il inorlalilv nt Men'll. J di inn Sh ih 
ihr 'On of K'in \ ti"iif liiialK nivr'ird wiili iht covi rnnii nl tif An rh,ii| inn h\ Sh.ih 
Kokh h'kiindt r ihr 'on of K.'iri A ii"tif ii"a"inalrtl h\ hi' own son Iiirii I'inc m- 
liriiiilit ' of shah Kokh, and tinlniiindi d inflin nri of hi' ninii'lt r 1 1 \ ron/ Sli ih lllniss 
.mil rt 'lonlion o( ihr ah di l)i ilh of Ihr niini'lt r, and of Mir/a Miihniiinird Jonkj. 
Lniiiit ill t Inratlrr of ihr I lilt r. I’rcniainrr pio|t 1 1' of Mir /a Snllan Mahoinini il, who 
't i/i ' I'f diatin .Sli ill Kokh in irrliev lo npp.i't hi' tlr'i^ns, mil he !« rnmpelh il lo retire 
inlo l.nrrr'l mn 'I hr sh di pi"es llir wilder [of M 17] at Kcj. Mis la'l illness and . 
Dtalh. Skctvh of ill' t-h.irackr. .... - . . .1115 

ciiapti:r XI. 

T' t^/it IJtirdrrd and Ftflirth to the 12i^ht Hundred and Kincty ninth of the IJidjerah 

I’ron rdmes on Ihe de.ilh of Shah Kokh Unworthv Iroalincnt of Ins widow Goiihcrshand 
All 1 ml (loul.ih I'crntl'lhe Ihrone at Merit. Ahilullfitleif is surprised and taken prisoner 
1)\ the troops of Ihe former, lint is released in consequence of n treaty with his father 
Olii"h Be" Alril Knii"eni B.ihcr old iins possession of Merit The icalonsies between 
Olti'jh Bee and Ins son Ahdnllidlcif terminate in hostilities. While these are carrjing 
on alone the hanks oflhcOxus, Ahh Sacul the prandson of Mciran Sh.ih, mikes an at- 
tempt to ohlimi po'scs'ion of S.im.irknnd, hid is prevented bj the sudden return of 
Olnch Brp The latter is defeated h> Ahdullidteif, and is refused admission into Sa- 
markand, by his own ofliters Me is fniallj murdered through the subornation ofAb- 
dulKittcif The hitler also iiciishcs by a conspirae> )iist six months after the assassi- 
nation of Ins father. Snhscqucnl proeecdmss. Sultan Abft Sicid obtains possession 
of Samarkaml, and preserves d from being pillaged by the Ou/heks; AIk\-ad-douIah 
asam obtains possession of Merit, hut is driven into Buddukhshaun, by his brother 
Baber, is finally seized nertr Mi nit, and imprisoned. Hostilities between Mirra Bfihcr 
and Ins brother Sultan Mahomracd , defeat and death of the latter. Blbcr obtain* 
jiossession ofTarBs , is recalled into Khornssnun, in consequence of the escape ofAlli- 
ad-doulah. his generals expelled from Fnrss by the Turkomans. He is recalled from 
his expedition towards Irik Ajem, by the appro.trh of Abu Sieid, who had crossed the 
Oxus , Mir/.i Baber subsequently enters Transoxmna, and besieges Abu SAeid in the 
metropolis of Samarkand These hostilities terminate however in a treaty of peace, on 
which Bfiber returns to Herfit. His officers reduce Setestaun. He is dismayed by jip 
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accidclit happening to one of his hawks; takes to drinking, and dies ; notwithont 
picion of poison. Distractions which succeeded to his death His son Mabomined holds 
t^he government for a tim^e, but is expelled from Herat, and defeated in battle bv Ibrau- 
him the son of All^ ud-doidah Abu Skeid from Samarkand now enters Khorassaiin 

U ^ puts io death the dowager Gouhershdud! 

IS recalled from Herat by an insurrection in Transoxiauai The Turkomauns enter Klio- 
rassaun. Numerous competitors for power at this period in that province A1I.1 ud- 
doulah re-appears at Herat; which be is however compelled to abandon on the approach 
of Jabaun Shah and the Turkomauns ; who are compelled to withdraw in their turn on 
the advance of Abu Saeid ; who takes final possession of Herat; defeats a formidable 
combination set on foot by the Mirzas Alla ud-doulab, Ibrauhim, &c Early hisforv of 
Abulgbauzzy Sultan Hfisseyne ; who obtains possession of Asterabad. Jealousies be- 
tween him and Abu 5ieid. Proceedings of the latter Abulghauzzy is compelled, on 
his approach, to withdraw into Khaurezm. Attack on Herat defeated by the inhabi- 
tants. Death of Alla ud doulah. Abu SAeid is recalled into Transoxiana by intelligence 
of an insurrection in favor of the son of AbduUfitteif; again constrained to return for 
the relief of Herat, which had been invested during his absence by Abulghauzzy • the 
latter again returns into Khaurezm ; although the attempts on Khorassaun are repeat- 
edly renewed. Hostilities between Ameir Jahaun Shah the Turkoman, and his son. 
The former ib surprised and killed by Ozbn Hussun, Abu Sacid in consequence deter- 
mines on the reduction of Azerbaijaun; negociation with Ozfiii Hussun ;, judicious mea- 
sures of the latter; and distress of Sultan Saeid's array on his arrival on the Araxes; by 
■which the Sultan is finally compelled to retreat. Di&iculties attending the retreat ; pre- 
cursory disasters ; fruitless attempts at accommodation. The camp of Abb S&eid is 
taken possession of by the Turkomauns ; and he becomes the prisoner of Ozun Hussun, 
orUsumCassan, He is finally put to deathin the camp of that prince. Account of his sur- 
viving family. Proceedings of Abnlghauzzj Sultan H usseyne, who obtains possession of 
Herat ; of all Khorassaun, and finally of Mazanderaun He is however attacked by 
Yadgaur Mabommed, supported by the troops of Ozun Hussun , and for some time 
dispossessed in consequence of the defection of bis army. Mirza Yadgaur accordingly 
occupies Herat. The miscondnet of this prince, and of the Turkomauns, nevertheless, 
euables Abulgliauzzy to attack and recover that capital. Capture and death of Mirza 
Yadgaur; and permanent establishment of the anthoritv of Ahulghauzzj. .Sketch of a 
description of Herat as given by Khondemcir. - - - . 50 G 

CHAPTER XII. 

£ig-ht Hundred and tenth to the Nme Hundred and Forty third of the Htdjerah. 

The history recedes to the death of Meiran Shah, in the 8101 h of the hidjerah, in order to 
trace to its onsin the Hiudo-Teymunan line; which commences with Sultan M.thoramed 
Mirza, the sixth son of that prime, descending Uirough Sultan Abb SAeid. SMtan 
Omar Sheikh— wbo perishes by the fall of a bndgeover one of the branches of theSej- 
bfiii at \ukseiket, in Ferghauuah. His estimahie character. Situation ami limits of Fer- 
ghaunah Accession of Mabommed Bkber the sou of Omar Sheikh, 1st of the house of 
Tevmur who reigned in Hmdusfaun— His successful defence of Ins hercdit.iry posses- 
sions Reasons on which, how ever, he was induced to abandon them, and try his fortune 
in the south of Asia, He reduces Kabul. Great earthquake at that place. Baber is 
innted into Khorassaun to assist his relatives against the Ouzheks. On Ins return fiom 
that province he is informed of an insurrection at Kabul against Ins authority, which he 
Lnnresscs witli singular promptitude. He reduces Kamlahaur ; obtains pos.^ssion of 
Samirkaiid* winch, neiertheless, he is finally compelled to abandon to the Ouzbeks. 

hTwws Ius n^rto^ard, ihc of H.nJmtaun. II.. S-.. «F;l...on I. fa 

ouartcr. Second expedition. Third, in which he crosses the fmlas, in the 
Sl-ioud. Of tlie fourth expedition tfie date uncertain. Fifth and final expedition. 

■Hf. c-roises the Indus with not more than twelve thousand horse. After some partial 
He tile p .ninet • gains a great victory at that place oicr Sultan Ibrau- 

IpTLOdy, who is killed in the battle. Baber enters Dehly and proceeds to Agrab. IIis^ 
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profuse liberalitj, nnd precarious situation. Discontents among lus troops. His e-spos- 
tulations and inagnauimous resolution , at last supported bj that of Ins principal ofheers. 
His measures to suppress the refracton,’ designs of thenatne chiefs. Suctessful expedi- 
tion towards Sunibul and Jounpour, under prince Homa^un. Submission ol Gwaliar, Bei- 
aunab, and other places. Biber marches toward Bciauiiali to oppose the power of 
Raua Sankali. Great force of that chieftain. Battle, and signal victory obtained overhim, 
at KhanuTih Turtlier proceedings of Baber. Reduction of Tchendeiry. Death of 
Rina Sankah Mo\emcnts of the Afghans on the Ganges Biber’s successful opera- 
tions in that direction Unexpected return of Honijahn from Buddnklishaun , winch is 
attacked without success by the Kliaun of Yaurkend. Mir/a Siiliman appointed to the 
gosernmenf of Buddukh'-haiin. Parental alTcction, and declining health of Baber. He 
arranges the succession in fa\or of Homajhn, and dies His elegant altainnieuts and 
greatability SiirviMng fainih Accession of Homayfin, Ild of the house ofTejmiu, 
in Hindhbtaun [5th of March 1508] His liberal conduct towards his brothers Treaty 
with Slieir Khaun the Afghan rurthcr proceedings. Duphcity and disloyal designs of 
Mirza Kanirauii, who contrives to seize on Labour, confirmed in lus usuqiations by the 
generosity of Honiayiin Misunderstanding between the latter and Sfiltan Baliaudcr ot 
Gvijerat. Correspondence between those monarchs, on the subject of Alli-ud-dein 
Lody, and the other rclugees Titar Kliaun Lody is defeated by the troops of Homay* 
fin The latter determines on the subjugation of Gfttcrit, and marches to Oujein Cap- 
ture ofTchcitour by Sultan Eahauder, who proceeds to oppose Homayfin; against whom, 
he secures himself, howc\ci, in an entrenched camp He becomes terrified and aban- 
dons his camp in the night His army disperse, and lus camp is taken possession of by the 
troops of Homayfin Siege and surprise of Mandoii, from whence the Sultan escapes 
with difhcuUy to Tchampaneir. From thence he is pursued by Homay un to Kambay; but 
he filially escapes to the Portuguese settlement at Dm. Mirza Kamraun defeats the 
Persians before Kandaliaur The Blieils attempt to surprise Honiayun, near Kambay, 
but are foiled That monarch rctuuis to prosecute the siege of Tchampaneir, of which 
he succeeds iii nuking himself master by q perilous escalade. He omits to take possessi- 
on of that part of Gfijeral northwest of the rwer Mel.andery, which is m consequence, 
with Ahniedab.id, rc-occupicd by the officers of Sultan Bahauder. An act of seventy 
unusual with Iloinavun, exercised at Tc! ainpaneir The troops of Gujer..t arc defeated 
by the ofiicers cf Homayfin, on lus march to Abmedabad He subsequently enters that 
city. He IS «uddeuly recalled from thence by intelligence of disturbances m Malwah, as 
well as 111 other p.uts of the empire He fixes the seat of government at Mandou. In 
consequence of mismanagement among tlicMoghiil ofiicers in Gftjerat, Sultan Bahauder 
regains possession of the country, and entirely expels the troops of Homay un. Disloyal 
designs of his peifidious relatives, disconcerted in the first instance by that prmce, who 
is, nevertheless, constrained to return towards Agrah Transactions in Gujerat on the 
Tesloration of Sultan Bahauder, who is destroyed on Ins return from a visit to the Por- 
tuguese viceroy, on board liis squadron, at Dm. Contradictory statements on the sub- 
ject. Short lived sovereignty of Mahommad Zemmauu ilirza. Tranquillity restored 
at Agrab, on the return of Homnyun, . - - 053 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Nine Hunch ed and Forty Third to the Nine Hundred and Fiftieth of the Htdjerah. 

Homayfin is prevented from resuming his designs on Gfijerat by the hostile movements of 
Slieir Kliaun the Afghan. Sketch of the origin, and early history, of that celebrat- 
ed chief, against whom the arms of the Moghul monarch arc now directed. Consequent 
siege and reduction ot Tebunfir Contrary to the advice of his ofiicers. Homayun deter- 
mines on entering Bengal m the rainy season One of his detachments surprised and de- 
feated nearGuhrry, by the troops of Sheir Khaun. He.fiually obtains possession of Ben- 
gal On the other hand, Sheir Khaun, by a perfidious stratagem, makes himself master 
of Rohtass Unaccountable supineness of Homayiun, and his generals in Bengal. The 
Afghan takes possession of Banares, and lays siege to Jounpour. Suspicious proceedings 
of Mirza Ilindal at Agrab, wboisjomed by some discontentedAmeirs from the army m. 
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Bengal, by wl.om he is persuaded to put to death Ihe agent of Homayun, and to vsnrf, 
he royal authority. Antuipated in his design on Dehly by llie activity of Yadgaiir 
!vnm f *^1 to raise llie siege of tliatcify by the approach of IVIir/a Karafaun 

from F.ahour. He submits to that prince, and the whole now unite, professedly, to oppose 
the growing power of Sheir Khaun. Disgraceful absorption of Homayun and his offi- 
cers, in Bengal, from winch, being at length awakened,-he marches from that province 
on his return to Agrah. Proceedings of the Afghan, who selects a position To harrass the 
rear of Homayun, whom he compels to suspend Ins march, finally attacks by surprise, 
and totally defeats at Yossah Homayun narrowly escapes being drowned, hut makes 
good his retreat to Agrah. Slieir Khaun resumes possession of Bengal, and extends his 
usurpations westward. ‘ Homayun prepares to avenge Jus losses Refractory and im- 
politic behavior of his brother Kamraiiii Arguments of Homayun to check the conta- 
gion of Ins example Incidental reflections Honiajfin marches once more against The 
Afghans He is frustrated in liis attempt focross the Ganges Desertion ofsome of liis most 
distinguished followers; by wjiicli lie is compelled to pass the river, m ofder to give battle 
to tbe enemy His unforlunate choice of an encampment. Sbeir Kbaun accepts of lim 
ofier of battle, and gives liim another signal discomfiiu-e Reflections ofthe author Ho- 
maytin, with some difficulty, escapes once more across tbe Ganges, reaches Agrah in 
safety , determines on retiring into Punjaub for the present, and makes good Ins retreat 
to Labour ; where he is, in a short time, reionied by all his brotliers Various plans re- 
commended. Short sighted and perfidious policy of Mirza Kamruun, «bo dispatches 
secret proposals to the Afghan In consequence of whicli the latter is encouraged to 
enter Punjaub. Ou this Horaaj6a and the Tevmurians retire towards the Tclidiiaiib, 
aud finally to the Indus. Projects of MiTza Heyder for the reduction of Kashmeir Ho- 
maydn is successively abandoned by his brothers, and most' of his principal generals, 
aud retreats towards Bukkur. Vanous transactions in the tieiglihorliood of that place, th6 
blockade of winch he consigns to Yadgatir Naiisser, and from thence proceeds dow n the 
Indus tow'ards Seliwaun, of « hich he forms the siege. Proceedings of Yadgmr Nausser; 
who suffers himself to be seduced from bisallegiance by the prince of Tatlab Homa\- 
fin is constrained, by accumulating disappohitments, to relinquish the siege of Seliwauii> 
and return towards the upper Indus. Adopts tbe resolnlion of repairing to the territory 
ot Maldeu, Rkjah of Joudehpour. On Ins march being, however, forewarned of some 
intended treachery, he tarns back towards Jessclmeir, after escaping considerable dan- 
ger from an attack of the hostile Rajah’s troops, he reaches the latter place in safetv. 
Frdm thence he proceeds to Amerkbte. Birth of AKBAR Homajiiu returns to the 
banks ofthe Indus. Hostilities with the natives lu the neighborhood of down He is re- - 
joined by Beyram Khaun. some account of that officer’s escape from the power of sheir 
Khaun, Singular occurrences related ofthe infancy of Akbar. Homayfln enters into an 
accommodation with the prince of Xattab, crosses the Indus and proceeds towards Kau- 
dabaur, but is finally constrained to direct Ins flight into Seieslaun Circumstances which 
produced that necessity. Mirza Asskery obtains possession of Jiis camp, logeflier with 
the person of the infant Akbar, who is finally lodged in tbe castle of Kaudahaur Sketch 
«f the proceedings of Sheir Khaun, subsequent to the expulsion of Honiayfiu Death of 
that celebrated adventurer. Proceedings of Mirza Heyder, who obtains possession of 
Kashmeir; his sometime prosperous government, and final assassination by the native 
chiefs. Proceedings of Mirza Kamraun, who establishes himself at Kabul, obtains nom- 
inal possession of Buddukhsfaaun, reduces Kandahaur, of which he retains the govern- 
ment until the return of Homayfin. Proceedings of Mirza HindaJ, and lastly of Yad^ur 
Nausser, the latter of whom, after separating from the prince of Tattab, is permitted to 
attach himselfto Mirza Kammun at Kabfil Disastrous fete of the escort employed to 
convey his wife, the daughter of Biber, from the territoiy of Tattab to Kaudahaur, ^and 

death of tbe princess. , - - 

^ CHAPTER XIV. 

rime Hundred and Ft jUeth to the Ntne Hundred and Sixty Jlrst ofthe Hidjerah. 

Homavfln accomplishes his retreat through Gurrumseyr into Seiestaun. from thence di^ 
itches to demand the protection of Shah Talimasp. from whom he receives an mnta- 
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' tibn to tlie court of Persia. He proceeds to Herit, and finally to the camp of the Per- 
sian monarch, between '^hltauniali and Ebher His distinguished reception by, and 
transactions with Shah Tahinasp A division of twelve thousand horse destined to aid him 
in the recovery of his dominions. He takes leave of tlie Persian court, returns into Sei- 
estuun Young Akbar is removed from Kandahaurto Kabul, on intelligence ofthe ap- 
proach of Homayun Reduclionof Bost by the Persian auMliaries The troops of Homay- 
un receive a severe check before Kandahaur He encamps ih person before that place. 
Beyram Khauii is dispatched w'lth proposals of accommodation to Mirza Kamraiin, at 
Kabfil Progress of the siege,and final surrender of Kandahaur. Proceedings of Mirza 
Kamraun, who is successively deserted by most of his relatives. Misconduct of the 
Persian auxiliaries, who are in consequence dispossessed of Kandahaur, by a stratagem. 
Homayun marches towards Kabul. Flight of Mirza Kamraun, and reduction of that city. 
Minor transactions Final imprisonment and execution of Yadgaur Nausser. Homayun 
proceeds into, and reduces the greater part of Buddukhshaun His dangerous illness 
and recovery. Mirza Kamraun repossesses himself of Kabul, and ofthe person ofyoung 
Akbar. Homayun hastens to his relief. Contrary to the opinion of his followers, beat- 
tacks, and obtains possession of the suburbs of Kabftl. Fhrther proceedings, and mutual 
enormities Kamraun secretly withdraws from Kabul, and escapes into Buddukhshaun; 
of which he obtains possession through the assistance of the Ouzbeks, Homayun is 
again deserted by many of his principal Ameirs; again marches into Buddukhshaun. 
He invests the fortress ofTaulekaii, which is finally surrendeied to him by Kamraun. 
The latter becomes reconciled to his imperial brother Notice of a silver mine m the 
neighborhood ef Pernan. Homayun returns to Kabul, again re-enters Buddukhsbaun, 
and proceeds a’gainst the Ouzbeks of Balkli. Successful opening of tbe campaign render- 
ed useless by delay After advancing to the neighborhood of Balkb, he is constrained, by 
the remonstrances of bis Ameirs, to retreat He is pursued by tbe Ouzbeks, and exposed 
to great hazards, but finally effects his retreat to Kabul Peir Mahommed the Ouzbek’s 
generous treatment of his prisoners. Proceedings of Mirza Kamraun, who is invited to 
Kabul by the treacherous \meirs of Honiayun’s court He defeats that monarch, who 
again withdraws into Buddukhshaun. Abstract of further events derived from Dow’b 
history. - . . - - , . 838 


CHAPTER XV.v 

A’lne Hundred and Sixti/Jirst to the Nine Hundred and Sixty third of the Hidjera/i. 

Reference to the successors of Sheir Shah. Origin and elevation of Himmfi Homayun 
prepares for the recovery of Hindfistaun — arrives on the Indus — enters Labour. Bey- 
ram Khauu crosses the Setleje, and is besieged in Schnnd by Sekunder Sour the Afghan, 
Homayun marches to liis relief, and obtains a decisive victory over Sekunder and the 
Afghans, He proceeds to Samaunah — receives intelligence tha^ hisofficers were in poss- 
ession of Delily — prosecutes his march, and finally re-establishes his authority m that 
metropolis. Subordinate occurrences. Young Akbar is appointed to the government of 
the Punjdub Sketch of some singular court arrangements instituted by Homayun — con- 
cluding circumstances of the life of that monarch He suffers from the effects of a dange- 
rous fall, in consequence of w hich he expires a few days afterwards. Proceedings on fais, 
death, and final accession of Akbar. Conclusion of the work, - 91g. 
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I N the clistribulton of his va*;! dominions made, nt his death, by the 
otherwise iin’incihle Jensuaz^ the territory of Mawur-u7}-7iclia^ 
iMiip: between the rivers Seyhun and Onus, lopethcr with the coun- 
try ot the and of Kafltgliar^ Badahhshauu^ and BulJch^ was 

allotted, as formeily shewn, to his second son, Tchfghatui Khann ; 
v'ho IS represented to have surpassed his brothers in the subtilties of 
lej^islative and political skill, not less than he was distinguished for 
his austere and inflexible temper. Notwithstanding this character 
for superior sagacity, he was, however, consigned by his father, on the 
close ot his eventful career, to the tutelage of the able and experi- 
enced Karatchaur Nuyan, the fifth ancestor of Tcymiir, without the 
concurrence of whose sage and prudent counsels, he accordingly nei- 
ther planned nor executed any measure of importance to his gov^ern- 
iiient. Of this, on the death of Jengueiz, he fixed the seat at Peisli- 
hulcgh, residing however, for the most part in bis own person, at the 
court ot his younger brother OugtHi. And, hence, the immediate 
superintendance ot the territories allotted to his share appears to have 
been in general committed to K&ratchaur. 

The transactions of the reign of Tcheghat&i are confined by the au- 
thor to a single occurrence, which he, however, consideis among the 
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mostsmgulavly extraordinary of a period full of extraordinary events. 

Khoi^sTIIT- P^^son under the ausptcious name of Mahmud, made his appearance 

ul-akhbdur atTaraub, an obscure village about three farsangs from Bokhara ; and 
havingbv various impostures drawn together a multitude of disciples 
from among the lower orders of the inhabitants of the surrounding 
teintory, succeeded at last, some time during the six hundri d and 
thirtieth of the hidjerah, in expelling ihegovernor onthe part of Tche- 
ghat&i, who fled with all the officers attached to his authority, and in 
rendering himself master of that city. The insurgent then assuming 
the government of Bokhara in his own name, proceeded to put to 
death many ot the most distinguished citi2ens; and, unfortunately, 
giving power to the lawless and licentious banditti who had flocked 
to his standard, these, in their turn, proceeded to indulge in every 
species of violence and outrage, entering without re>traint the dwel- 
lings of the wealthier classes, and seizing their property at will. 

In the mean time, the fugitive governor, and the Tchegataian A- 
meirs, having assembled a sufficient force, returned towards Bokhara, 
but the Taraubian hastening to give them battle, at the head of a 
formidable multitude, the Moghuls were so completely subdued by 
an impression of awe winch had possessed their minds, noth respect 
to the pow'er of this supposed magician's incantations, that not one 
of them could be prevailed upon to advance a step to the attack. 
An arrow’ from an unknow’n and accidental hand, however, reached 
the impostor, and put a period to Ins existence, although, amidst the 
enormous cloud of dust occasioned by the movement of the hostile 


squadrons, the circumstance remained undiscovered to his followers. 
While the MoghuK, ascribing the same cloud to the spells of the in- 
chanter, abandoned the field in the utmost consternation, cIom ly 
pursued by their adversaries, by vv horn they weio put to the sword to 
the number of ten thousand men. When the victors n turned to tin ir 
station, and discovered tliat their chief had fallen, they cirtul itcd 
that he had voluntarily withdrawn himself (perhaps niiraeulouslv ) 


from among them, and the^ proceeded without further delih. ratnm 
to nominate his two brothers, Mahommed and Allv, to succted lo 


his authority. 

This success on their part, was however not destined to producf 
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nn porninnr'iit An nrrount of tlinr piorrocliiic:'; liy lln'; 

tinio rc.K In (1 ilw knov\ lod^c' ol Anieir Ivfjr.itchiinr, wlio adniinis- 
t('r<'d. a-? .drr\d\ o!)>;rr\od, I ho afrurs ol In*' kiinidoin in tin* nanu* of 
Tclu’ilhatai , and I'^ldn? Ninan.and I rln*kt in Konriclioi, two com- 
inaiult f" ol disiimMion in tin* innn irclu, wore iinniccliati 1 ^' omploved 
b\ tliat nnni‘'t« r to it nninatc llio rtbi'llion. 'flio two froncraK ap- 
]n'art‘d *^0011 altorwarcK in ilu* toint wv of Bokhara at tlic licad ol a 
nnnii'roiK arin\ , .uid liavini: ‘^pordilv clo‘;cd tln-ir ai count with the 
brollicr*^ of tin* raranbian. liv the tot i! di";triiciion ol the party, 
ibex w rr(' pn parinp to exhibit the ordinary ‘spectacle of plunder and 
slanehter, when the principal inhabitants ol Bokliara adxentifrcd to 
implore that tln*y w’ould suspend their \ indictive dcsiijns, until such 
tinn as a Tcpn sanitation ol ilu ir w retched condition should have been 
laid belore Karatcli uir; on whose fmal deterniination they expressed 
llieir willinpmss to rest tlu*ir fate. 'Phe Aincirs, with a placability 
not frequcnilv cxhihitod in tbc Moghul character, yielded to these 
mtrcaties , and the praxer of the Boklianans heing conveyed to KJt- 
ratchaur, that dltisirions chiel immedialely struck Ins pen through 
the record of tlu'ir oflenci's; and dispatching a mandate in the name 
of his sox ereign, to restrain the Pchcgliataians Iroin further pillage 
and the otTusion of blood, the people of Bokhara were thus at once 
reiirvtd from the cruelties inflicted upon them by the Taraubians, 
and Irom the impending vengeance of the MoghCll troops. 

The death ot Tclughaiai IChaun is stated to have taken pi ice 
duiing the month ol Zilkaudah of the six hundred and tliirty eighth 
of the hnljerah ,* and of Ins successors in the dominions of Tiirann, 
or xvestern Tartary, thirty in number, either immediately descended 
from Inmsell, or collaterally from Ins nearest ndatix'^es, xve are con- 
strained to limit our account to the following enumeration, as briefly 
furnished by the author. 

1 . Beissoumenka, the son of Tcheghatki. II. KJira HCilaukfi, the 
son of Beissoumenka , xvho is represented to liax-^e been indebted for 
Ins elevation, to the zeal and activity of Karatcliaur, And it was du- 
dunng the reign of this prince, some tune 111 the six hundred and 
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' 12M IsL liicljerah,^ anci, at the advanced age of eighty nine, 

Kholiii;^- veteran and illustrious statesman just mentioned, was re- 

nl-alihbaur. moved to a State of more peimanent existence. III. Erghanah Khaii- 
tiln, thedaugiiter of Noureiitchei Gfirekan. She was the widow of 
Kara Hdlaukd, by whom she had a son of the name of MAbaurck 
Shah ; during whose minority, on the death of her husband, she un- 
dertook to exercise the functions of soveieign power. IVth Naly- 
ghoua the son of B^idaur, the son of Tcheghatai. This prince is 
more frequently distinguished among historians, by the name of AI- 
ghoua, and Algh6 , is represented as a warlike monarch; and had for 
his lieutenant-general Enjil Nbyan the son of Karatchaur. Vth 
Mubaurek Shah, the son of K&ra Hdlaukd; who was elevated to the 
sovereign power,on the death of Nalyghoua, through the influence and 
exertions of the same Enjil N6yan. Vlth Berauk Khaun, the son of 
Beissountoua, the son of Metoukan, or Menouka. This monarch was 
the same that invaded Khorassaun, in the time of Abaka Khaun; but 
*rTtwn^^onus embracing the Mahommedan religion, on his return to Bokhara, after 
tcessors. j^jg discomfiture by that prince, he assumed the title of Siiltan Gbey- 
auth-ud-dein. He died towards the close of the six hundred and 
sixty eighth of the hidjerah.j- Vllth Neikpey, the son of Sarman 
or Saryan, the son of Tcheghatai. Vlllth Bouka TeymAr, the son 
of Kedaai, son of Boury, son of Metoukan, or Menouka. IXth 
Dowaus, or Dowa Khaun, the son of Berauk Khaun , a jast and 
puissant prince, under whom the authority of Ameir-ul-Amra or 
Captain general, was vested in Eylengueir the son of Enjil I^tlyan. 
Xth Kounjek Khaun, the son of Dowaus Khaun. Xlth Nalyghoua 
the son of Kedaki, and brother of Bouka Teymtir. Xllth Abei- 
souka the son Dowaus Khaun. Xlllth Kebeik, or Kepek Khaun. 
He IS described to have been a just and virtuous prince, and to have 
rebuilt the city of Balkh. XlVth Eiltchigkdki, or Eiltchikedki 
Khaun, the son of Dowaus Khaun. X\th Dawa Teymtir Khaun 
the son of Dowaus Khaun XVIth, Termahsherin Khaun the son of 
Dowaus Khaun. He is said to have been a monarch whose actions 
* A. D 1254, so that he appears to have survived his puissant master, for a period of 
about sixand twenty years. 
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were governed by a love ofjuslice; and he was the same that led an 
army into Hindhstaun, and made considerable conquests in that quar- 
ter, between the seven hundred and twenty fourth, and the seven hun- 
dred and thirtieth of the hidjerah. In the seven hundred and twen* 
tyfitth, we have already seen that his troops were, however, defeated 
in the neighborhood of Gheznein, by Sheikh Hussun the son of 
Tchobaun, during the reign ofAbuSkeid. XVIIth, Jenkeshei, the 
son of Aboukan, and grandson of Dowaus Khaun. XVIIlth, Beis- 
sou Teymflr the son of Aboukan, w-ho put his brother Jenkeshei to 
death, and usurped his throne. He is described to have been affec- 
ted with insanit}^ and to have cut off the breasts of his own mother; 
because, as he alleged, she had stimulated him to the recent acts of 
blood and violence, of which he had been guilty towards an injured 
brother. XIXth, Ally Si^ltan of the race of Ougtai Kaan possessed 
himself of the sovereign authority by force, after subverting the pow- 
er of the Tcheghatluan line. XXth, Mahommed Khaun, the son of 
Pulaud, the son of Kounjek Khaun. In him the race of Tcheghat&i 
appears to have been restored. XXIst, Kuzzun, or Kazzan Shltan 
the son of Beissour Oghlan, descended from Metouka or Menouka. 
He became the successor to the throne of TcheghatCu, some time in 
the seven hundred and thirty third of the hidjerah.* Under the reign 
of this monarch is to be recorded the birth o^Teymitr ; and it was 
while he exercised the supreme authority, thatAmeir Kuzghun, or 
Kazghan, or Cazagan, obtained his predominance over the race of 
Tcheghatai , an event which is cursorily described m the following 
summary. 

Having rendered himself extremely odious by his haue:hty and arro- 
gant demeanor, but more particularly by the frequent executions 
which he caused to take place among the most distinguished chiefs 
of the monarchy, the survivors, including many of the race of Tche- 
ghatki, at last entered into a confederacy with Ameir Kuzghun, alrea- 
dy one of the most powerful men in Transoxiana, to subvert the au- 
authority of Kazan Sultan. When their resolutions had been finally 
taken, Ameir Kuzghun proceeded to assemble the troops of the con- 
federacy at Sauliserki, a town which is described to lie somewhere 

• A. D. 1332-33. 


A. II. 730-4G. 
A. D. 1330 45. 

Kholaussul- 

ul-akhbaur. 



r I)’ on ^ •Tpvlmn above rermecl. But, receivin? early intelligence of the 
Kln>l.M,ss,.,- in agitation, the Shltaii hasienvd in good time to 

ulakhbuiir. anticipate the danger ; and, in the course of the seven hundred and 
forty sixth of the hidjerali,* he was met, on the plains adjoining to 
the village of Derrehzengui, by Anieir Kuzgluin at the head of the 
insurgent nobility. In the battle which immediately ensued the gen- 
eral of the insurgents being wounded in the eje bj^ an arrow, they 
Buffered a serious discomfituie, and the Sultan returned in triumph 
to Karshy — the city of Nakhsheb, said to be so denominated from a 
palace there erected by Kepeik Khaun, the thirteenth monarch of 
his race. The greater part of the Sultan’s cattle of every description, * 
having, however, perished, through the severity of the succeeding 
winter, his distress became known to Ameir Kuzghun , who hastened 
to take advantage of Ins situation, and to try the issue of another con- 
flict. The insurgents were finally victorious, and Kazan Siiltan was 
killed in the second action. Ameir Kuzghun is described to have 
used his victory with moderation ; to have withheld his troops from 
-plunder, and from the unnecessary effusion of blood , and to have 
treated the family of the fallen monarch with kindness and humanity. 

XXIld, Daneshmundjeh Khaun, another descendant from Ougt&i, 
was now raised to the sovereign power by Ameir Kuzghun ; and at 
the expiration of two years, with equal facility put to death by the 
author of his elevation. XXIlId, Beyan Kfily Khaun, the son of 
Sourghedou, the son of Dowaus Khaun, in whom we find the line 
of Tcheghatai once more restored, as next invested with the titular 
Sovereignty by Ameir K zghun ; alter which this minister applied 
himself without interruption, and v.'ith exemplary zeal, and unaba- 
ting diligence, to rectify the disorders of the country to diffuse to 
the people the inestimable advantages of a just and benevolent go- 
vernment — ^and to secure the hearts of all classes of men by numberless 
proofs of his tiounty and liberality. This able and beneficent chief 
^as assassinated, nevertheless, m the course of the seven hundred 
and sixtieth of the hidjerah,t while on a hunting party, by a person 
of the name of Kutiuk Teymilr, the husband of his sister; from a 
long smothered spirit of revenge which he enteriained against his 

•A.D. 1345. tA. P.1358. 



brother in law. The a'^sassin flocl to^^ arch Kundez, in Tokliarpstaun; 
but bcinsi iinmcdMtc'lv pursued, be was there o\eriaken and liacked 
to pieces b\ the relatives of the deceased. Aineir Kuzghun was 
succeeded in his power by his son Abdullah, who fi\ed the seat of 
government at Samarkand; and ha\ ing contracted an adulterous 
passion tor the wile ot his sovereign he pioceeded to put the unfoi- 
tunate monarch to death, and to substitute another pageant in his 
room. XXl\’th, Te\ mur Shall, the son ot Bei^sour Te\ mur, the son 
of Aboukan, was the person chosen on this occasion by the regent 
Abdullah, to sustain tlie degraded semblance ot royal authority. But, 
Ameir Bevan Selddz associating: with Aincir iladiy Berlas, a descend- 
ant from Yessoumenka the son of Karatcliaur, in a design to subvert 
this obnoxious system ot double government, Aineir Abdullah and 
the pageant ot his selection, were soon alterw'ards attacked by the 
contederated Anieirs, and both falling in battle, the country of Maw'- 
uV-un-nelir w’as taken possession of in full sovereignty, by Aim ir 
Beyan Selduz. Tins prince being, however, of a mild and indolent 
disposition, entiiely devoted to his pleasures, but more particulaily 
to an intemperate indulgence in wine, the whole country was suffered 
to decline into a state ot alienation and anarchy Thus, in every city, 
aspiring individuals w'ere permitted at will to usurp the governing 
pow’er, and to invest themselves without restraint vritli all the func- 
tions of the neglected authority. Among others Ameir Hadjy Berlas, 
asserted his independence at Kesli ; w'hile the same was done at 
Khojend, by Ameir Bayezzid Jellaeir, at Balkh by Ouljdi BougUa 
Selduz , and at Shebregliaun, by Maliommed Khaujah Abredy, or 
Aperdy. At the same time, Ameir Husseyne the son of Mhsella, 
and grandson ot Ameir Kuzghun, at the head ot a numerous body of 
followers whom he had attached to his fortunes, harrassed the whole 
country in different directions w'ltli incessant alarms ,* and Ameir 
Kliezzer, or Klieder, Yessoury, maintaiiiea himselt on his part, with- 
out bending to tlie authoiitv of any of the surrounding powers. 

XXVtli, Togliluk Teymur Khaun, the son ot Aeil, or Ayroil 
Khaujah, the son of Dow'aus Khaun. This monarch had succeeded 
to the sovereign authority in the region of Jettah, or ot the Getae, 

• Accordiug to the younger de la Croix m his history of Tey mhr, Hiisseyne was in pos- 
session of Kabul. 
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D*J3«ni of the Seyhiln; which appears to have been, about this 

Kliolaussut- separated fiom the other dominions of the Tcheghataian mon- 

ul-.iklibaur. archy. Apprized however of the distractions which prevailed in 
Mawur-un neher, he inarched his armies, in the course of the seven 
hundred and sixty first of the Indjerah,']' to the frontiers of that pro- 
vince, and succeeded in reducing the greater part of the turbulent A 
meirs, to acknowledge his authority* after which he withdrew in tri- 
umph from the banks of the Seyhun, juio his own country. But, the 
Ameirs of Transoxiana falling again into dissensions and animosities 
among themselves on the departure of the Khaun, the country became, 
as before, a prey to the mischiefs of anarchy and civil strife. Hence, 
in the course of the year seven hundredand sixty three.:|: Togbluk Tey- 
mur Khaun again entered Mawur-un-nehr in person with his armies ; 
and having put the Ameirs Bayezzid Jellaeir, and Beyan Seldfiz to 
death, proceeded to invest his own son Eleias Kbaujah with the so- 
vereignty of the province; after which he finally withdrew across the 
Seyhiin, into his hereditary dominions. XXVIth, Eleias Khaujah 
Khaun, the son of Toghliik Teymfir, after holding a precarious govern- 
ment over Transoxiana, for about two years, was finally expelled the 
country, in the course of the seven hundred and sixty fifth of the 
hidjerah,§ by Ameir Husseyne, the grandson of Ameir Kuzghun, 
formerly mentioned, assisted by the united gallantry and skill of the 
immortal Teymfir, now in the prime of manhood. Eleias Khaujah 
was killed in his flight towards his father’s dominions, by Kummur- 
ud-dein Doughlaut. XXVJItb, Aadel Sfiltan, the son of Mahora- 
med Pfilaud, the son of Kouujek Khaun ; an ephemeral raised to the 
throne by Ameir Hdsseyne, and in consequence of some indica- 
tions of a hostile tendency, drowned in the river of Jeska at the ex- 
piration of a few days, by direction of the same chief. XXVIIItfa, 
Kaboul SCiItan,theson of Dourtchei, son of Eiltcfaigad^i, was placed 
on the throne by Ameir Hfissevne, on making away wuth his prede- 
cessor. XXlXth, Seyfirghetmesh, the son of DaneshmundjehKhaun, 
was indebted for his nominal elevation, to Teymiir himself now be- 
' come irresistible in the Tcheghataian territory. XXXtfa, Sfiltan Mali- 

■ jnhd Khaun, the son of Seyurghetmesh, whose name, on the death of 
t A. D. t A. D. J362: § I>. t394. 
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his hither, Teymur, from n pretended and specious respect for the in- 
stitutions of his ancestors, caused to be exhibited at the head of the 
mandates of government. 

It IS here finally stated that the names and number of the Tchegha- 
t^ian princes who enjoyed this pageant sovereignty to the time of the 
author, being but very imperfectly know n, he thought it expedient to 
confine his account to the above summarv, expressly framed from a 
treatise on the subject of the four cardinal tribes, composed by Mirza 
01u2:h Beg the son ol Shah Rokh. The narrative w’lll now' be em- 
ploy ed to describe, more at large, the events wdiicli have rendered the 
life of Teymur so extensively memorable in the history of nations. 

The descent of this celebrated conqueror, then, is regularly traced 
by our author through the follow’ing ancestry ; Amcir Tej/mici^ the 
son of Turaghai, the son of Berkil, the son of Ejdengueir, the son of 
Enjil, the son of Karatchaur Nu}an,theson of Soghhtchein, the son 
of Eirdemtchei Berlas, the son of Katchi’ihj Bahauder, son of Toum- 
nah Khaun , in w horn, as w’lll formerly have been observed, it merges 
in one common stock with that of Jcnguciz. 

Of Ameir Berkil^ it is briefly observed, that he was a man of retired 
habits, fond of the peaceful enj'oyraents of life ; and who, voluntarily 
relinquishing his hereditary command of the armies of the TcheghatJii- 
an monarchy, fixed his residence in the city of Kesh, to wdiich beyond 
all other places in the world, he declared Ins preference. But Ameir 
Turaghai, the father of Tej'mur, w'as a man of more active benevo- 
lence, of distinguished piety and virtue, and of a liberality w'hich 
knew' no bounds. Much of Ins attention w'as, at the same time, de- 
devoted to the society of Sheikh Shums-ud-dein Kellaul, perhaps 
Gulaul, a noted Peir, or religious oracle of that age, w'lth w'hom, 
and with several other individuals of the same cliaracter, either distin- 
guished for their blameless lives, or for their total disregard of sub- 
lunary concerns, he cultivated on all occasions an innocent and friend- 
ly intercourse 

The birth of Teymilris described to have taken place, in sight, or 
in the precincts, of the just mentioned cify of Kesh, here, and else- 
where, not unfrequently denominated the green city, on Tuesday, the 

* Berkulk, of De la Croix, 
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in’iljeco! '’''‘I’ of Shabaun, of the seven hundred and thirty stxth of 

KI,DU,s„r. ‘''fjojf” \ PO-'cisely four months and eight days after the demise 
ul-iUibaur of Ab4 saeid, the ninth of the Perso-Jenguizian monarchs. From 
earliest infancy the auspicious youth appears to have evinced, what 
III of TcyniAr. described as, a remarkable predilection for equestrian exercises, and 

for the manly and active amusements of the chase ; and many cir- 
cumstances concurred to indicate that his genius was cast for that 
exalted station among the sovereigns of the earth, at which he was 
ultimately destined to arrive. 

I’rom infancy to manhood the life of Teymur appears, nevertheless, 
to have passed in mirthful and contented obscurity, in his native 
city ; from which he was roused about the seven hundred and sixty 
first of the hidjerah,"}" by the approach of Toghliik Teymur Khauu 
with the armies of Jettah. Having encamped, however, with the mam 
body at the station of Khenauk Biilauk, not far from the river of 
Khojend, that monarch conceived it sufficient to detach a powerful 
division across that river, under Olhgh Toga Feymlir, Hadjy Beg 
Arkenouty, and Begtchek a Kankuly chief, to repress the disturb- 
ances by which the country had been long molested. On passing 
the Seyhiln these commanders were peaceably joined by Ameir 
Bayezzid Jull&eir, who had possessed himself of that part of Trans- 
oxiana, with all his adherents ; with whom they proceeded in con- 
junction, towards Kesh, at this period under the authority of Ameir 
Hadjy Berlas the uncle of Teymhr. An insuperable impression of ter- 
ror having prevailed with this chief to abandon his government, he 
fled immediately towards Khorassaun, accompanied as far as thebanks 
of the Jeyhhn, by his relative, now about the age of four and twenty. 
But, on reaching the banks of that river, the nephew communicated 
a request that, in order to provide for the future welfare and security 
of his tribe and family, he might be permitted to return to bis native 
city. Having obtained bis kinsman's permission for the execution 
of a design which appeared so honorably directed, Teymftr hastened, 
in the first instance, to the camp of the associated Ameirs : whom by 
his singular eloquence and pleasing address, he not only succeeded 
in dissuading from their plans of hostility and blood, but in impressing 
* 8tb April, 183G. t A D. 1360. 
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1302 fi Ameir Hisseyne. the grandson of Ameir Knzgbun, at 
KlK,l.u,h 7 uT- ^ ppnod in possession of the fortress of Shaudeman northwest- 
ulakhbaur. ^^ald of Termed, Toghluk Teymfir Khaun marched with a powerful 
army to the attack of that chieftain; by whom he was opposed on 
the hanks of the river Wakliesh—possibly one of the tributary streams 
of the Oxus. But, while tlic hostile armies were arranging for bat- 
tie, Key Khossrou Khotlauny from a spirit of resentment for the 
execution of a brother, suddenly quitting the standard of Ameir 
Hhsseyne, and going over to his adversary, that chieftain was con- 
strained to abandon the field, without a conflict; and tocommithisfor- 
tunes to the contingencies of a precipitate retreat. Toghlfik Teymi^r 
Khaun proceeded, shortly afterwards, to arrange matters for his re- 
turn, establishing his son Eleias Khaujahin the government of Maw- 
ur-un-neher, with Begtchek and several other chiefs, at the head of 
a division of the army for the support of his authority ; and finally leav- 
ing directions that Teymfir should be a constant attendant about the^ 
person and court of his son. > 

On the departure of the Khaun of Jettah, howerer, the command- 
er whom he had deputed for the above important purpose, evinced, in 
the measures which he early adopted to retrench certain emoluments, 
and advantages usually enjoyed by the Ameirs and principal stipen- 
diaries, a disposition so arbitrary and offensive, that Teymiir, becom- 
ing disgusted with his behaviour, quitted the court of Eleias Khau- 
jah, and proceeded immediately inquest of the fugitive Ameir Hhs- 
seyne ; whom he finally discovered by the well or fountain of Saugh- 
eje, in the desert of Kheyvek dependent on Khaurezm. Themeeting 
appears to have been equally gratifying to both parties ; and the two 
chiefs thence forward uniting their destiny, experienced together, m 
various parts of Transoxiana and the neighboring provinces, many 
surprising and perilous adventures, which will be found detailed with 
sufficient minuteness in the history of the younger De la Cioix. 

We shall in the mean time pass with our author, at once to the se- 
ven hundred and sixty' fifth of the hidjerah,* when the associated 
chiefs led their troops directly to give battle to Eleias Khaujah, whom 
they finally defeated, after a very obstinate and sanguinary conflict, 

* A, D, 1364. begiqnujg the 9th of Oct. 1363, 
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at a place called Keyametein, or perhaps Cabamitan, about four leagues 
from Kcsh. The Khaun, with his general the obnoxious Beg- 
tchek, escaped by flight, leaving many of their most distinguished 
captains, in the bands of ihe victois ; who letired shortly afterwards 
to their lespective places of residence, having, as it would appear, 
obtained possession of Samaikand in consequenceof the recent victory. 

The ensuing spring was, however, no sooner at an end, than Elei- 
as Khaiijah Khaun returned with a fresh army towards Mawur-un- 
neher, in older to avenge his disgrace , and the Ameirs Teymhr and 
Hhsspyne, having re-united their force, again liastened to meet their 
adversary; with whom they came to a battle some where in the vi- 
cinity of the Badaum, which is a stream possibly communicating with 
theSeyhhn in the territor3'of Ulshaush, or Taushkent. Here, after 
a severe and arduous contest, the troops of Eleias Khaujah obtained 
a signal victory ; which is ascribed to the mysterious application of 
the Jeddah Taush, or Lapis imbnfer, formerly mentioned in the his- 
tory of the Moghhls, In this battle, to which historians have assign- 
ed the name of the battle of the sloughs, [Jung-e-l^i] some perverse 
and unaccommodating circumstances in the behavior of Ameir Hus- 
seyne, produced the first seiious dissatisfaction between him and his 
illustrious associate ; his remissness, or wilful inactivity in the course 
of the action, having been followed by the slaughter of nearly ten 
thousand of his own troops. After so serious a discomfiture it was, 
however, found expedient to retire immediately across the JeyhCm, A- 
meir Hflsseyne taking up his abode at Shebertou, and Teymvir on his 
part withdrawing to Balkh. 

Not long afterwards the troops of Eleias Khaujah appeared before 
Samarkand, of which he was, however, prevented from taking pos- 
session, by the resolute defence of the inhabitants under the direc- 
tion of Mowlana Z^dah Samarkandi, and Mowlana Khardek of Bokh- 
Jira A dreadful mortality, at the same time, carrying oflp the greater 
part of their 'horses, oxen, and camels, the besiegers were finally com- 
pelled to evacuate Transoxiana altogether, and withdraw across the 
Seyhfin towards the confines of Jettah. On intelligence of this im- 
portant change, the Ameirs Hfisseyne and Teymfir hastened to a con- 
feience near Bakalaun , after which the former proceeded to b^lise- 
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In prosecution of liis design Teymur, in the course of the seven huu- 
drcni diid seventy first of the liidjerah,* quitted Kesh at tiie head of 
a numerous and formidable army, and directed liis march lor the ca- 
pualuf his rival. W hile encamped at the station of Bfiya, about three 
farsangs on that side of the Oxus, from Termed, he received a visit 
from Ameir Seyud Berrekah, at this period most distinguished among 
the descendants of the prophet. This personage had been recently 
dismissed by Ameir Husseyne, to whom he had resorted for the pur- 
pose of soliciting: the just application of thosefunds, which had been 
devised on diflferent occasions, for the service of the sacred cities; with 
a success but little compatible AMth that sanctit}' of character with 
which, as the representativeof his illustrious family, he conceived him- 
self to be clothed. Mortifi^^d by a reception thus discouraging he 
now appeared before Teymfir ; and presenting him with a standard 
and kettledrum, formally announced that wherever he bent his course, 
success and victory would attend him in all his undertakings. Con- 
ceiving that the visit of this venerable Seyud, and. the presentation 
of the insignia of sovereign power, uere equally auspicious to the 
attainment of his hopes, Teymur made little difficulty to place at 
his disposal the whole of the funds which had been for some time 
alienated from the proper object; and bestowed upon him in other 
respects the most liberal marks ot his bounty and veneration. And it 
is veil known that a strict and inviolable friendship continued to be 
cultivated between them ever afterwards, the Seyud becoming the 
inseparable attendant of Teyrafir’s person to the day of his death. On 
his arrival at Oumauje, or perhaps Oubauje, Teymfir was furtherjom- 
ed by Sheikh Mahommed Beyan Selduz, and, at Khullum, by Shah 
Sheikh Mahommed prince of Badakhshaun, and Meir Ouljaitfi Aper- 
dy, the governor of Konduz, south-Avest of Termed, on the part of 
Ameir Husseyne. 

Having by this time crossed to the westward of the Jeyhun, the 
Ameirs Sheikh Allv and Khatai Bahauder at the head of an advanced 
division of Teymur’s, army, became soon afterwards ongaged with the 
advanced troops of the enemy, whom thev defeated with considera- 
ble loss. And It was at this period that TeymCir, found it expedient 

" A. D. 1309-70. 
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to phccSn/urghcfma/i oghhin in nominal possession of the throne of 
(he Tclicf^hatc\inn monarchy; after which he encamped his army in 
sight of Balkh; of which, or possibly of the citadel of Ilinduaun recent- 
Iv repaiicd by Amcir Milsscyne, he immediately commenced the siege. 
During the operations of the first day, although at this period he had 
scarcely attained to his fifteenth year, MirzaOmar Sheikh, Teymhr’s 
second son, after signalizing himself by the most distinguished gal- 
lantly, was pierced through the foot by an arrow, and is said to have 
.discovered extraordinar}’- fortitude in suffering the wound to be cau- 
terized, without exhibiting the slightest symptom of impatience. But, 
in tliese circumstances perceiving, at the expiration of the second or 
third day, the imminent disgrace and ruin which surrounded him on 
every side, Aineir Husseyne, by repeated messages made known to 
Teymur, that he had now nothing to hope or ask for, but that his life 
might be spared; and that the troops employed in the siege might be 
diiected to let him pass without molestation, as a pilgrim on his way 
to Mekkah. To this the consent of Teymiir was obtained without 
much difficulty, and the troops were immediately informed that A- 
meir Husseyne was not to be prevented from passing whenever he 
chose to take his departure. Not daring, however, to rely altogether 
on the faith of his rival, Ameir Hhsseyne quitted Balkh privately du- 
ring the night, but discovering as the day broke that he had taken, 
contrary to his intention, the road through the old city, he found it 
necessary to conceal himself, as well [as he could, in the upper part 
of an adjoining minaret. Unfortunately, that same morning, a soldier 
who had lost his horse ascended the minaret, for the purpose of com- 
manding a wider range of view, and came most unexpectedly upon 
the unhappy fugitive, -whom he instantly recognized. Trembling for 
life Ameir HA^seyne drew from his person .a handful of loose pearl, 
which he presented to his discoverer, abjectly intreating that he would 
forbear to destroy him. The soldier appeased his apprehensions of im- 
mediate death by an oath that hc'should-notmolest him; but at the 
same moment hastened to the presence of Teymiir, to whom he dis- 
closed the Circumstanceiof his discovery ; and a detachment of troops 
was immediately ordered to proceed towards the minaret Ameir 
'Htisseyne, alarmed by the trampling of their horses, hastened to change 
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the place of his retreat, and endeavored further to conceal himself in 
a cavern, or opening, in some of the ruins hard b3\ He could not how- 
ever long elude the search of his pursuers. They discovered him in 
his last retreat, and binding him neck and hand conveyed him in that 
situation to the presence ot Teymur. The latter declared, on seeing 
him, that having already promised to spare his life, he considered that 
en2:.igeraent once given, as inviolable. But \\ hen the unfortunate cap- 
tive was removed from the presence of his triumphant associate, Ameir 
KeyKliossrou theKhotlaiiian proceeded to represent that, having with- 
out offence presumed to take awa}' the life of his brother Key Kobaud, 
heconceived he hadajust right to demand that Ameir Husse^me should 
be placed at his disposal, to suffer b}’’ the inexorable law of retaliation. 
Teymurendeavored toassuage his resentment b}' reminding him, with 
teais in his eyes, of the obligations of mutual friendship that had so 
long subsisted between them. In the mean time, convinced from ap- 
pearances that Teymhr was snfficientl^'sincerein his professions of for- 
giveness, andconceiving that if tlieobnoxiouschief wasnow suffered to 
escape their vengeance, it miglit peradventure be followed by certain 
destruction to the whole of the party, AmeirOuljaitu Apred\’^ cast a sig- 
nificant glance with his eye towards Ameir Mfieyud, and Key Khos- 
srou, who immediately quitted the pavilion of Teymur; and, without 
his permission, finall}" terminated all arguments on the subject, by 
putting the unfortunate occasion of it, immediatelj’^ to death. His two 
sons, \Mth Kaboul Sultan, the pageant Khaun of his creation, expe- 
rienced a similar fate verv shortlj”^ afterwards. 

The power of Ameir Hiisseyne having been thusforever extino-uish- 
ed, and that of Tej^mflr now arising, with a splendor that was destined 
to diffuse Itself to the extremities of the earth, the principal Ameirs 
attached to his interests, including Ameir Sheikh Mahom'med Beyan 
Selduz, AmeirOulj^ith Apred)'^, AmeirKey Khossrou Khotlauny, and 
Ameir Jaukh Berlas, vith the recently mentioned Sejmd Berrekah at 
th«- head of the race of the prophet, proceeded, on the twelfth day of 
Bamzaun of the seven hundred and seven tjf first of the hidjerah,* to 
elevate their favorite and admired chief to the throne of sovereign au- 
thority. The zeal of his followers was rewarded on the part of Tey- 

♦ 8lb of April, 1370. 
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hiostliberal ptoofsof his bounty; toaJ) ofthembeingfartha’ 
Khola.issut.' assigned advancement, and revenue in proportion to their rank and res- 
ul-akhbaur. pective merit. After which, conferrmgthegovernment of Balkh on Mu- 
•rad thesoti of Tchoghaun Berlas, he hastened towards Samarkand, where 
he finally determined to fix the seat of his authority-; ex tending to every 
class and condition of inhabitants in that highly ^favored territory, the 
brightest beams of a just, and beneficent government. 

Subsequent to this, during a period of several years, Teymfir was al- 
ternately engaged in a variety of expeditions to the east-ward of the 
Seylifi n, agai nst the nations of Jettah and JMoghulstaun , northward i n 
Keptchauk, in support of Tokhtemesh Khaun; and north-west-ward 
of the Oxus against the territory of Hilsseyne Souffy the Kharezmian. 
Of these, on which it would be here superfluous to dwell, the oriental 
scholar willfindtherelation detailed witharaple minuteness intheRou- 
zut-us-sufia, and the general English reader in the woik of Petis de la 
Croix the younger, the Iiistor}’’ of Timur Bee as he calls it, translated 
- from the Zuffur-namah of the Yezdian. 

In the early part of the seven hundred and seventy seventh of.the 
hidjerah,* on his return from one of these expeditions to the east-ward, 
he sustained a very severe domestic affliction m the death of his eldest 
son, Ameir^adah Jahangueir; a loss which was, however, two years af- 
terwards m some measure repaired by the birth, on Thursday the four- 
teenth of the latter Jummaudy,of tJie seven hundred and seventy ninth 
of the hidjerah,'!' of Mirza Shah Rokh, who was destined to succeed 
to the principal part of his dominions. 

In the winter of the former year, J while Teyinilr, during one of his 
Ronzut-ufi suffa, campaigns against Orous Khaun the monarch of Keptchauk, was pent 
up atOtraurby the seJi^erity of theseason,Yussuf Souffy, who had suc- 
ceeded to the kingdom of Kharezm, availed himself of the opportunity 
to employ a detachment ofhis troops in the plunder of Bokhara. An 
agent was immediately dispatched, on -the part of Teymur, to demand 
the reason of this unprovoked aggression in defiance of the subsisting 
treaty of peace and amity and the Kharezmian instead of redress, 
proceeding to aggravate the injury, by the imprisonment ofhis agent, 
Teymfir dictated a dispatch, which he conveyed to his aggressor by an 
• June to Oct. 1375. ' t I7tt Oct. A. D. 1377. J A, D 1376. 
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ordinarv messensfer, to the following effect. “ Yussuf Souffv must A.H 779 80 . 

be aware that, both \\ ilh respect to life and liberty, the person of an ^ ~ 

** ambassador is to be considered strictly inviolable ; neither is he in sufla. 

“ ought obnoxious but to the unreserved communications ot truth 
and he concluded by announcing his expectation that his agent might 
be permitted to return without further delay. With equal arrogance 
and improvidence, the Kharezmian added afresh to the injuries alrea- 
dy sufficiently aggravating, by detaining the messenger; and by send- 
ing, morever, another detachment to Bokhara, to seize and carry off a 
tribe of Turkomans with their cattle, settled in the territory adjoin- 
ing to that city. ' I 

It was at tins crisis that Ameir Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein, on his return 
from a pilgrimageto Mekkah, described to Teymur the state of the Per*. 

Sian empire, in consequence ot the distractions w'hich had ensued 
shortly after the death of Abu Saeid. 

Before he proceeded, however, to more serious operations, TeymAr 
availed himself of a short interval of renocpto nmtp. himcplf by mar. 
riAgP, to tho prmoooo Tuuman Agha, the daughter of Ameir Moussaj 
after which he amused himself in giving directions to form, and en- 
close the gardens of Baugh-e-behisht, west of the city of Samarkand: 
then retiring to pass the succeeding winter at Zenjeir Ser&i,~a coun- 
try' palace about two farsangs to the westward of Nakhshebj , 

In the spring of the seven hundred and eightieth of the hidjerah,*|' 
provoked beyond endurance by the insolent behavior of Yussuf Souf- 
fy, Teymur finally invaded Kharezm; and passing by Eskiakurz, pro- 
ceeded immediately to invest the capital,-his first object being direct- 
ed to secure his own troops from the attempts of the numerous garri^ 
son, by surrounding the city on uvery side with an immense line of cir- 
Gumvallation The siege was then prosecuted, with perseyering vigor, 
by d series of attacks carried on from morning till night; from which 
it might be concluded that the intervening period was devoted to re- 
pose, although such a circumstance is little consistent with probabi- 
lity, In the mean time, detachments of the army were employed to. 
ravage and lay waste the country in -every direction, and to make cap-- 
tives- of the defenceless inhabitants. When the siege had contin?-- 
* Ma-ala-urrussoul-illa-ul-belaugh-ul-m^bcina -f A.-D. 1378. 
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A. D^mo. ^orsoine time under these circumstances, TeymAr received from 

l^oii^ut-us'. SoufFy a note, in which he demanded how long it was pro- 

-sufla. posed to subject so many myriads of Miissulman beings to be har- 
rassed in their li\es and property, in a contest in which two indi- 
viduals were alone concerned. To put at once a termination to these 
calamities, there \vas, he said, a very simple and obvious expedient; 
and this was to decide their quarrel by single combat, to which he 
now expressly invited his antagonist. Teymiir, whose intrepidity 
was never questioned, sent to inform him in reply, that he consider- 
ed his proposal not less just than reasonable, and that he had long 
cherished the idea among the most ardent wishes of his heart. But 
in order to demonstrate that he was perfectly sincere in what he 
stated, Mie immediately armed himself and mounted his charger; and 
in spite of the expostulations of his generals, and of Ameir Hadjy 
Seyf-ud-dein in particular, who at the hazard of his life presumed 
to seize his horse by the bridle, proceeded to present himself under 
the walls of the town, taking his stand on the very edge -of tbe ditch. 
From thence he called aloud to the men uu icnrlrc tn announnp 

j 

to their sovereign that in compliance with his invitation, he was 
come to give him the meeting ; and that it particularly behoved the 
-Kharezmian to be punctual in adhering to his own proposal of sub- 
mitting their quarrel, by an immediate and personal appeal to the 
sword, to the decision of an over-ruling providence. Terrified be- 
^yond measure w^hen this speech was repeated to him, Yfissuf Souf- 
fy at once receded from his rash resolution , and the love of life pre- 
-vailing over the dread of dishonor, be beard the challenge without 
daring to notice it- ^Conceiving, nevertheless, that he might yet suc- 
ceed in stimulating his-Tesentment, although he failed in awakening a 
.sense of honor, Teyratlr again raised his voice to proclaim that that man 
was unworthy of life, who could degrade himself by a departure from 
his engagement. These and other arguments which he made use of 
■on the occasion, proved however inefifectual, as tbe Kharezmian coh- 
tinued'equally deaf to every appeal; so that wearied out at length by 
this persevering inattention to the calls of honor, Teymur withdrew to 
-his tents amidst the applause and acclamations of his admiring sol- 
diers. .Not long afterwards receiving a supply of melons from Ter- 
med, the first of the season, Teymfir, with a liberality which marks 
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in ‘:oTnc rcspcrlc. the poli-^licd chnractcr of this prince, lesohecl to 
<li\idc them \Mth hi^^ .ui\ crsnrN , ol)^cr\ mg that he found it repugnant 
to his foolings to indulge in a graiifieatioii from ^\ilIch anotlicr was 
debarred. Accordingly soiiinir apart a proportion of the melons, he di- 
rected them to be con\r\cd to the Kharermian on a tray of gold, not- 
w uhsianding the representations of his couilicrs that oneol ^^ood,o^ 
carliienu are, would answer the jiurposc much better, and a person 
haMncr borne it to the counterscarp of the ditch, there placed it, af- 
ter announcuic; to the soldiers on the ramparts, the object with which 
it had been brought. The jircscnt was hud before the Kliarcrmiaii, 
and it michlha\c been e\pectrd that this attempt to soften the rigors 
of war would in common prudence have been received, on his part, 
with a corresponding moderation. Ne\ crthclcss, either through de- 
fect of ludiimeut, narrowness of mind, or a misguided policy', accord- 
ing to our author, Yussuf Sou lly , after consigning the golden vehicle 
to the porter bv w horn it w as brought to him, directed the contents to 
bo -cool die town ditch, w ilh c\cry mark of contempt in his pow'- 
er to display towards the illustrious donor. Immediately afterwards 
one of his captains at the head of a part of the garrison sallied from 
the gale, with unexpected and extraordinary' resolution ; but being 
opposed w itli equal \ igor and promptitude by Mirza Omar Sheikh, the 
second son of Teymur, who crossed the w’ater which separated him 
from, and attacked them, with a division of the besiegers, they W’ere, 
■after a conflict of peculiar obstinacy', and after considerable slaugliter 
* on both sides, again driven within their w'alls. Tw'o TcymCirian com- 
manders of high distinction, Noushirvaiin theson of Aukboiiga, and 
Eiltcliy Bahauder, were severely' wounded on this occasion, the latter 
mortally', the former recovered at a subsequent period. 

After this Teymur directing his attacks to be carried on with aug- 
mented fierceness andMgor, and abaltery of Catapultae being brought 
to bear immediately' on the palace of Yussuf SoufFy, it was in a short 
time laid in ruins, by the stones incessantly' impelled against it from 
these machines. In short the siege had not been protracted many 
days longer, before the Kharezraian perceived too many proofs of the 
ascendancy which the troops of his adpersary were gaining over his 
exhausted garrison; and the terror and despondence which, with all 
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f ^^'Stempered concomitants, now seized upon his frame and ha- 

Rouznt-us- producing a disorder which was mortal, soon hurried him toliis 
grave. On the death of their prince, a dissension arose among the 
principal Kharezmians on the subject of a successor to his authoritv- 
part espousing the claims of Mounek Soufiy, the brother possibly, and 
part declaring in favor of Khaujah Lauk, the lineal, and legitimate heir 
of the deceased. But the party of his competitor prevailing, the lat- 
ter quitted the town and threw himself upon the protection of Tey- 
miir, to whom he disclosed thestate of affairs which reigned within. 
Teymur immediately determined on a general assault ; and the whole 
of the armyrushing, accordingly, at once towards the walls, and by va- 
rious methods effecting a passage through and over them, poured 
into the city from different quarters. The usual scenes of pillage and 
slaughter ensued. All things, whether moveable or immoveable, were 
consumed with fire; and scarcely a vestige was left standing to mark 
the spot onoe Qeeiipmd by this flounsliing Capital. The Seyuds, 
Sheikhs, and lilema, or jurisperiti, with the most distinguished of 
the surviving inhabitants, and tradespeople, were removed to the other 
side of the JeyhCin to the favorite city of Kesh. Sheikh Ally Bahau- 
der was appointed to the government of the ruins of Khanrezm, and 
possibly of the province at large; after which Teymur returned into 
Traiisoxiana, where he passed tlie cold season at his winter palace of 
Zenjeirser&i near Nakhslieb. The ensuing spring he issued orders for 
building the walls of Kesh ; and the work being distributed in regu- 
lar proportions to the several tomauns of the army, was immediately 
put in a train of speedy completion. The Kharezmian architects were 
employed, at the same time, in erecting a sumptuous villa itliout the 
town, which when finished received the appellation of Aukserai, the 
white palace. 

From his winter quarters at Zenjeir Serai, Teymur had dispatched 
to Melek Gheyauth-ud-dein, the son of Melek llusseyne (juerret^ 
prince nt Her^t, a messc’ge to announce that, abf)Ut the period of the 
approaching vernal equinox, he proposed to convene a K unh.ii, org< u- 
eral diet of the state s of his empire, and to t xpress an txpi ctalnui that 
Ghe\aiUli-ud dfin vould not withhold his jircscnce from the august 
assemblv. The prince of Herat treated the messenger with distin- 
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A. D. at given on the occasion. He was moreover con- 

Rouzut-us- on the subject of the expedition already determined upon a- 

suffa. gainst Herdt, which he engaged to accompany at the opening of the 
spring, and he confirmed this engagement by the most solemn oath; 
although his evil destiny led him, at the appointed period, to set it at 
nought, and in the issue to bring upon himself and the greater part 
of his tribe, final disgrace and ruin- 

As a preliminary movement, Teymur, on the departure of Ally Beg, 
determined on advancing a powerful division of bis troops into Kho- 
rassaun, under a general of the first distinction; in order by their pre- 
sence to deter his adversaries in that province from any act of open hos- 
tility, until his measures should be thoroughly ripe for execution His 
choice, on this occasion, fell upon hi& third son, Meiian Shah, whom 
with fifty Kfishfins,* he directed immediately to enter Khorassaun, 
and to take up his quarters, for the ensuing autumn and winter,! at 
Balkh and Shabregbaun. The Shahzadah, accompanied by the '\- 
meirs Jahangueir the brother of Hadjy Berlas, Hadjv Seyf-ud-dein, 
Aukbouga, Othraaun, Abbas, Mahommed Sultan Shah, Komaury the 
brother of Temoukah Koutchin, with Taban Bahander, Orouss Bou- 


ga the brother of Saur Bouga, and other distinguished leaders, proceed- 
ed accordingly across the Jeyhfin ; and disposed of his troops in the 
manner indicated by hisfathei^s instructions. 

At the conclusion of winter the whole territory of Uaudgheiss, the 
most flourishing and populous under the government of Herat, w.is 
over-run and laid waste by the Samarkandian iMoghulb, who posse'is- 
ed themsf Ives of a vast booty, in horses, camels, sheep, and oxen, 
With which they rejoined the head qnarteis of Meiran Shall, without 
obstacle. In the mean time, a message was communicated to Tey- 
mfir from .“Mly Beg Jowny Kerbauny, or Garbaunv, stating n ith hum- 
ble zeal, that if in conformity with the plan recentlv determined upon, 
the imperial standard was actually about to (liter Khorassaun, he 
should rejoice in the opportunity of evincing Ins atracinndit by 
officiating as guide to the army. 

• TliP Ku'sliuii iippi ir- lu Iia\c been o fiub<li\iMOii of the Iiazaiirab, probab > rorn 
three to fi'e hundred inca. 
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In the spring ofthc seven hundred and eighty second of the hidje- 
rah,'^ having finally completed his arrangements, Teyindr crossed the 
Okus and conducted his army to Andcklioud. From this station in 
consequence ot the faith v Inch he uniformly appeared to repose in the 
benevolent influence arising from a communication with devout and 
pious men, he proceeded to visit Baba Serkon, described to be without • 
dispute, one of the most extraordinai}^ enthusiasts of the age in which 
he lived. In the spiiit of frenzy, or abstraction of mind, affected by 
his order, this man, on his approach , throwing a breast of mutton at him, 
the incident was held by Teymur as an omen most auspicious to the 
resultof hisundertaking-and hcexpresslydeclared that the kingof kings 
^^as about to transfer to him the proMiice of Khorassaun , that being 
uni\ ersallv considered by the oriental nations as the breast, or bosom, of 
the habitable globe. Advised on the other hand of the approach of the 
TeMiiurian armies Mclek INIahomined the brother of Ghey-auth-ud- 
dein, mIio at this period held the government of Serklies, hastened to 
tender liis submission to the Moghul monarch, who received him with 
a distinction that appears to have greatl}^ flattered him. From the 
neighborhood of Jhldokhteran, TeymCir dispatched to require that 
according to promise, Ally Beg the Kerbaunian would without delay 
join the imperial encampment, with the troops which he had already 
been able to assemble. Not satisfied withsetting at nought the order, 
which his evil destiny might have impelled him to disobe^q this man 
further evinced his perfidy in a manner equally inconsistent with his 
character as a soldier, and with his religious duties as atrue believer, 
by detaining the messenger. 

According to some accounts it would appear that a short time pre- 
vious to the period under consideration, Gheyauth-ud-dein had con- 
quered the territory ot Neyshapur from the Serbedaunans, and agreat 
part of his troops still continued detached to secure bis recent acquisi- 
tions in that quarter. In order to prevent thejunction of these troops 
TMththeganison ot.Herkt, Teymur conducted his irmy immediately to, 
Jaum and Kousuvah, thus completely intersecting the line of commu- 
nication with the capital. But on this subject, the author further, 
States to have beard from an aged person of undoubted veracity, thati 

• A. H WSJ. 
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a'disb?' «P on the occasion by Teymflr was the result ra- 

Houzut-us- of accident than design ; for that Ahmed the son of Mahommed 
sufFa. Sultan Shah, who acted as master of the guides, having lost the load 
in the obscurity of the night, conducted the aimj by mere accident to 
Koushyah ; and Pehlewaun Mehedy the governor of the place volun- - 
tarily submitting, the inhabitants fortunately escaped the mischiefs, 
which usually accompany the passage of numerous and licentious bo- 
dies of troops. 

Directing his march further towards Herat, Teymur next appear- 
ed before the town of Foshunge, the inhabitants shutting the gates of 
the castle in fais teeth, and preparing for a resolute defence. The 
place being surrounded by a formidable wet ditch, the Teyniurians 
were occupied for three days, m completing their arrangements for the 
httack , but on the fourth day at sunrise, having leceived their final 
orders they rushed forwards, on all sides at once, towards the works, 
and some of their most distinguished captains having with their divi- 
sions forced the passage of the ditch, and lodged themselves in the 
fausse bray, the rampart was breached m several places. After this 
the assailants succeeded m entering the castle from different quarters, 
and, in an indiscriminate scene of pillage and slaughter, abundantly 
avenged themselves for the unavailing resistance of the garrison. 

After the reduction of Foshunje, Teymfir appeared without further 
obstacle before the gates of Her^t; within which, relying on its im- 
proved strength, its numerous garrison, and abundant resources, Mel- 
ek Gheyauth-ud-dein Peir Ally seemed disposed to defend himself 
to the last extremity. The siege commenced on the part of Teymfir, 
with the exfodiation of an immense ditch which invested the entire 
circumference of the fortifications of the town, as well to frustiate the 
attempts of the garrison from within as to cut off all possibility of 
relief from without; and which was completed with extraordinary ex- 
pedition. Nevertheless, while this work was going on, and Tejymur 
was makinga circuit on horseback to view the fortifications, a body of 
Ghourians, who composed the strength of the garrison, suddenly 
threw open the gates and, with singular impetuosity and resolution, at- 
tacked the besiegers. But, being opposed with equal firmness and 
valour by the Teymurians, they were finally driven back into the tovn 
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with gi^at slaughter ;hoth parties on this occasion, in order to render 
objects visible during the obscurity of the night, displaying innumer- 
able mashauls, or flambeaus, along the ramparts and the advanced posts 
in front of them. - • 

The ensuing morning soon after daylight, the 'whole TeymArian 
army ivas seen displayed in order of battle, under the exterior walls 
of the city , hut as the spirit of the garrison appeared to have sustain- 
ed considerable depression from the result of the recent conflict, 
they no longer ventured to commit themselves without the gates, 
and the day passed without the occurrence of any thing remarkable. 
Under cover of the night, a body of the enemy sallied out once more, 
notwithstanding, from the Ansaurygate, and succeeded in surprising 
the besiegers, of whom they put several to the sword , after which they 
retired with all possible celerity within the protection of their walls. 
On the day following, conducted by their sovereign on horseback to 
the very foot of the works, the Teyinurians proceeded to make a gen- 
eral attack on the exterior line of Gheyauth-ud-dein*s defences, and, 
led on by Ameir EidkAtemilr, Sounjek the brother of Khatai Bahau- 
der, and Mubasher Berlas in particular, succeeded in cairying the 
Morks by escalade. The efforts of Gheyauth-ud-dein, who on his 
post neai the gale, at the head of the bridge of the Enjeil, exerted him- 
self this day withdistinguished biavery, availed as little as the harmless 
dutterings of a gnat, to oppose the irresistible ardor of the assailants. 
For these, receiving the airows of then adversaries on their bucklers, 
and in many instances exposing their heads and shoulders bare to the 
innumerable missiles directed against them from al) quarters, gained the 
parapets, Khaleil One of the Yessaw^ls, or exempts of the court, being 
thefirstthat mounted, and thesoldiersanimatedby his examplefollow- 
ing in fearful swarms. Part of the assailants entered, however, by the 
passage through which the stream of the Enjeil is conducted through 
the town, near the Merghenny pavilion, and breaking open the ad- 
jninins: gate, gave free admission to their fierce associates, who now 
poured without interruption on very side into the new enclosure, the 
gariison retiring in dismay tow'ards th foitifications of the interior 
oitv, accompanied by their prince, notwithstanding the long vaunted 
arrangements to the contrary. Nearly two thousand prisoners re- 
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liowever, in the hands of the Tcheghataians ; and being con> 
■ Iloi.znt us- the presence of Teymfir, that monarch immediately availed 

sutTa himself of an opportunity so seasonable to make a display of his boun- 
ty , •presenting the whole with rich suits, and dismissing them highly 
gratified with their reception, with a message to their fellow citizens 
announcing, that all who forbore to lend their assistance in defenceof 
the town, and confined themselves to their houses, would beinviola-’ 
. bly protected in their property, lives, and families On the other hand 
that all who neglected this precaution would expose themselves to 
the direst eflTects of his vengeance. 

, This message produced upon the inhabitants of Her&t all the im- 
piession that could have been desired, since they immediately aban- 
doned their posts on the ramparts, neither were they to be prevailed 
upon, either by proclamations, menaces or intreaty,on the part of their 
sovereign, to appear any more on the fortifications, oi to engage in any 
shape in the defence of the place. In such circumstances Eskunder 
Sheikhy, the son of Afrasiaub Jellauvy the Mazanderaunian, who, on 
the assassination of his father, and the accession to power of Ameir Ko- 
waum-ud-dein,hadsoughtan asylum atHer^t, recommendedto Ghey- 
auth-ud-dein to put.to death one person in every ward of the city, in 
•order to terrify the remainder to the performance of their duty; a mea- 
sure which was peremptorily rejected by the prince, with the declaration 
that ih no case should his consent be ever given to shed the blood of 
the innocent; although this sentiment corresponds but little with the 
perfidious character^enerally assigned by historians to the princes of 
the race of-Guerret. 

Sufficiently apprized, peradventure, of the difficulty towhich he was 
thus reduced, Teymur now dispatched a deputation to Gbeyauth-ud- 
dein ; to remind him in theffirst instance, that the territory of Her^thad 
always -^been considered as dependent on the dominions of the Moghul 
sovereigns, asmuch as its possessors, the princes of the race of Guerret, 
bad been ever numbered among the acknowledged tributaries of the 
monarchsof the bfood of Jengueiz, to place under hi^ contemplation 
the many advantages that would be derived to his country if he aban- 
doned, without further delay, the system of absurd and unavailing hos- 

Ulity to which' be had hitherto resigned himself, and lastly to admon- 
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j'-h Inm ofllirtr* filotlni nwniti'rl Inin‘;i'ir, and co many niy- 

tj h!'- of liiv r< ll«n\ Mn^vnlin ‘•liotiltl h<' <1< Ifniiiiu' to jit r^i^i in lii'^ 
]t"( >*1 III Ti Ir.u iiir\ ami u!i'>inMlc nonr''*' ofprnri miin'^ (ilu\antli*uil“ 
til in Im\ nil, ilr< .i(i_\ too ni in\ r< .I'-on^ to |i( r< «'i\ < tli.il in' Ii.ul no altiTiia- 
ti\ o lint ‘-nliini'-'v’on, rt •'olv rti ^^llll i uood cnn't to *.i nd out In*! (’Idi’sl 
‘■nn 1\ ir M diomnu (1,* jnn'oiiijMnii (1 In tin*. dun cim'ntn'jKd 1 ‘:knndcr 
Sin d In ,ln r« di >-ri du d n n di •'( c iiti.in* Iroin Pt irlirn oik’ of the heroes 
(f lilt' '^iMlin’iin ill. with .1 propin d to mirrondei totlieinerev ofTc^- 
mnr J he ^ oiniut r « hn f I'uorihlN n'eened, and was di‘5mi‘i':cd 
wth lliet'rdin.irv prc'-uit uf.i roheol honor, or peln^-e, ami tinhroidcrcd 
vr.irf. or "irdh 1 le u a*., at tin inie tune, nnlrncled to salute his f.i- 
tlu'r in the n.iine of I't \nitir, and to lament those tjronndlesa animo- 
sities. wh'th h.ad tdviii pint' of the tusot .amit\ ami ::ood nci£,dihor- 
hood th.it hid ftiiimil} suhsisttd luiwet'n them, to .nsiirc him that 
then ••till t Msteil the stroiitiest niotnis of sound poliey and mninal 
u clfire, ior rc-est ildishim.: tiu' friomlK s_\ sit m so nnhappih interrupt- 
ed.. th.ii ho h.id no (hnit ultv in .iscrihim; all th.it had recently occur- 
red, to niisi.iKeti r< 'sons ofst.itt', .ind to the infinenec of .in on cr-nilmg 
destiii) . .ind fin.iIlN, to nrire tin espediencN of his rcjiairmg without 
further (U 1 'n , ,uid m tin' full coiifnU nri' of personal sccnriu , to some 
c<in\cnienl sjiot wiihonl the w .ills, in order to replace upon a loiin- 
d.ilion of perm iiu'nt siabilitN those relations of jicacc and friendship, 
nnIucIi It would he .iitemkd with so m.mN important nuitnal ad\an- 
t.igcs 10 enltnate between them. Tc\mur, ne\ crlhclcss, thought fit 
to detain the person ol Pskumler Shcikhv, by nn horn he NNas uonn more 
fullN apprized of all that nn .is passing NNithin the tONNn. 

On returning to the presence of ins father, Pcir Mahommed made 
a faithful report of .ill he had heard and seen during his conference 
with Ton mur, and at the expii.ition of three days, Ghe^’^auth-ud-dein 
himsdfprocccdcdtoN isit the Tartar monarch, in the Baugh-e-zaughan, 
or zoghun, the raven gaidens, Nvherc he had fixed his head quarters, 
lie NN as recciN cd nn ith distinguished attention ; and permitted to return 
to the city, bearing nn itfi him a diadem enriched Nvith jcNN’^els of great 
price, and a girdle of singular beauty and value presented to him by 

* It IS ilso stated m tlic ZufTur nainali, that he was accompanied by Sfiltan Khautun, 
the mother of Glicjaulh-nd dcin, m some degree related to ToghaTcjmftr Khaun. 
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A.D im! j'" The day following, the whole of the Seyuds, descen- 

K^JRiuIT- of the prophet, with the principal inhabitants, hlema, orlegis- 

sufla. periti, learned m the law, and a multitude of the inferior orders^ 
hastened to the pavilions of the Tartar monarch ; and experienced a 
degree of kindness and hberdlity in proportion to their several classes. 
Teymhr, upon this, removed his quarters from the Baugh-e-zaughaii 
to the lawns of Kehdestaun, which lay to theeastward of the city; and, 
having given his orders for the deportation of the treasure amassed 
during so many generations, and with so much care and industry, by 
the Ghounan princes, directed the walls of the city, both old and new 
to be levelled with the ground. At thesame time his commands were 
issued that Moulana Khtbud-dein, the head of all the lil^ma in Kho- 
rassaun, together with two hundred of the most respectable household- 
ers in Her&t, should proceed immediately, under the escort of Temtir 
Taush the nephew of Ameir Aukbouka, to Kesh. A moderate con- 
tribution having been then imposed on the inhabitants, and levied in 
the course of three days, and the walls and towers effectually demo- 
lished, the gates of the city, Avhich were overlaid with iron, and on 
which had been engraven the names and designations of the different 
princes of the Ghounan race from the period of their introduction to 
power, were also finally directed to be conveyed, as a lasting memorial 
of his triumph, to his same favorite city of Kesh. It may be further' 
necessary to observe that the reduction of HerSt, on this occasion, 
appears to have taken place sometime in the month of Mohuriim of 
the seven hundred and eighty third of the hicJjerah * 

The strong fortress of Eskiljab, better known by the name of Aman- 
koh, nevertheless, still continued to hold out against the authority of 
Teymfir, under Ameir Ghoury ; another of the sons of Glieyauth-ud- 
dein, not more distinguished by his illustrious birth than by his su- 
perior prowess. Gheyauth-ud-dein was therefoie immediately requi- 
red to exert his influence with his son, and prevail upon him to sur- 
render his charge, on a promise that life and property shou Id be secured 
to him , at the same time it was intimated to him, in terms sufficient- 
ly explicit, that if he felt himself lU the slightest d.^gree so disposed 
he was at perfect iibeity to make, within the vNalis of Amankbb, one 
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conrln-iivo experiment fnrllier, in \\Ii,U manner llic 'will of providence 
nnelit ^ ei lie mnniP '^ted w iili n spe n to the destiny of the raccof Guer- 
rct. With intention^ far le*-'^ hd'^tile Ghev.uuh-iul dein, liow c\ cr, suc- 
ceeded in ohi.iinin": an inlenuw with his son, on w horn b\ inildcx- 
po^lnl.itions. and prudent conn‘seK, he fmallv prevailed to relinquish 
Ins imprcgnahle po'^iiion, and to accompany him to the presence of 
Tc\mur. from whom he experienced aKo a ^cry liberal and distin- 
guished rcei'ption. 

Ila\ ing 'iceiin d ihe^-e important acquisitions, Tc} mtir next employ- 
ed a part of his ariuN in the reduction ol Nc\shnpur, and Subbuzwaur, 
proceeding hini'^elt onwards in the direction of Thssc, for the purpose 
of rewardine: in hi'' own bosom the multiplied infidelities of Ally Beg 
the Kcrbaunian. The terror of his approach was, however, alone suf- 
ficient on this occasion, to bring that chieltain prostrate to the foot 
of the throne; and he w as, as w ell as Ivhaujah Milcyud of Subbnzw’aur 
the rulcrol the Serbcdnurians, who gladl> availed himsclfof the same 
opportunity, gra(jonsl\ rcccned by the Tartar conqueror. 

While in the neighborhood of Ncjshapiir on this occasion, Te^’^mur 
paid a Msii to the tomb of Abu Mossicm the Mcrouzian, the cham- 
pion of the house ol Abbas, whose gallant spirit he invoked to pros- 
per him in the c.xccution of his magnificent designs. He then pre- 
sented himsell before Esfracin, between Neyshapfir and Jurjaun, 
which he caused to be suddenly attacked before his troops had yet 
pitched their tents, and before the garrison, on the part of Ameir Wul- 
h' the Mazanderanian, were well able to take post for their defence. 
The place was accordingly carried at the very first onset wnth great 
slaughter; and an immense booty became the lot of the assailants. 
It w’as then rased to the foundations, and not a vestige left to indi- 
cate where it had once stood. From thence, how'ever, he dispatched 
an agent to offer to the prince of Mazanderaun the most honorable 
terms, if he ivould immediately repair to his presence, but threaten- 
ing the most dire calamities if he delayed to avail himself of these con- 
ciliatory advances, on the part of his adversar3’’. The envoy returned 
some time afterw'aids with a submissive reply from Ameir Wully, and 
a promise that he would speedily follow, to humble himself at the feet 
'of the destined master of the oriental world. 
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aI d' -ilmi. remained some clays, to recover the strength of his cattle, 

llou/iii-us- pastures in the neighborhood ofEsfraein; during which 

sufl.v. he availed himself of the opportunity to punish the inhabitants of Khe- 
laushah foi the murder of his kinsman rladjy Berlas, further bestow^ 
ing the district in Seyiirghaul, or perpetual jagueir, on the grandson 
and nephew of that chief, with whom it remained to the days of the 
author. He then departed from the summer quarters of Oghhljilitu, on 
his return to the metropolis of Samarkand , from whence after a short 
residence he finally proceeded to pass the winter at Bokh^lra. In the 
mean time Meiran Sliah, w’ho had been employed in the direction of 
Serkhess, against Melek Mahommed the brother ofGheyauth-ud-dein 
notwitstanding the merit of his early submission, having succeeded 
in securing the person of that chief and sent him to court, estabhshed 
his winter quarters in the neighborhood of that place. 

During his residence at Bokhara on this occasion, Teymur appears 
to have experienced tJie deepest affliction from the death of his favor- 
ite daughter Toghai Shah, whom he had fond!}' named his Agah Beggy; 
and who had been married to Ameir Mahommed Beg,* by whom she 
left a son called Shltan Husseyne. The Tartar monarch, who, amidst 
the pursuits of ambition and blood, seems to. have ever preserved a 
sense of the stiongest affection for every branch of his family, now 
suffered that energy of mind, in which, he is described tO‘have had 
no equal under the canopy of heaven, to give way to the violence of 
his grief, and it was not without considerable difficulty that he was 
at last aroused by the most serious remonstrances on the part of his 
eldest sister Ki^tlhg Thikan Agha, who proceeded, at the instance 
of his principal Ameiis,to lay before him the dispatches leceived from 
Ally Miieyud the Serbedaurian , stating that Ameir Wully of Mazan- 
deraun, and Ally Beg Jowny Kerbauny, had united their troops for 
the purpose of an immediate attack upon Subbuzwiur, and imploring 
that he might not be permitted to fall a sacrifice to the vengeance 
of his enemies. 

Awakened at length from the debilitating torpor into which he had 
fallen, by a sense of his duty as a sovereign to protect his vassals, and 
to repel the injury which threatened the empire from whatever quarter^ 

^ The son of Ameir JMousss. 
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Tovmurdirrclod his nrmic^to hrnsscmhlcd \\ ilhoutdrlny; nnd, towards 
the clo‘:e of winter, o.ni'-ina- a report to bo previously cirrulatcd that 
he w as on his march to\\ ards Ma/anderaun, proceeded across the Jcy- 
hun. Hut hen this report had been allou ed a suriicient interval to 
]iroducethe impression w liicli ln'inlemlcdjic suddenh appeared under 
the walls ofKolaut,a hill fortress of repuletl impregnable strength he- 
tween Abiwerd and Nissn, at this jieriod in the possession of \ll\ I 3 eg 
the Iverliauninn, nnd in an instant swept ofl'tlic whole Of the cattle 
which 111 prndifTious iinmher the inliahitiints, tleccivcd hy their infor- 
nialioii, had neglected toserure within co\(‘r ol tlieir works Shortly 
afterwards Te\mur was |oin«'d hy his son Meiran Shah with the troops 
from Serkhess. nnd h\ Ciluw auih-nd-dein from Herat, who hastened 
on this occasion to enrol himstlf among the feudatories in the tram of 
his conf|ncror. 

llcposing an entire confidence in the strength of Kolaiit, All}' Beg, 
prcMoiis to the arrnal of his puissant aihcrs.iry, had taken the pre- 
canlion to lodge (he whole of his faniil\ and rclntn es within the w’alls 
of that place, and Te\mur still retaining, or aficcting to retain, some 
consideration for the amicahle tics which had foimcrJy subsisted be- 
tween them, c\hihitcd no small repugnance to consign him, without 
altiTiiatnc, to the operation of the dreadful calamifics which seemed 
to impend over him. I'hus actuated he dispatched an envoy toe.xpos- 
tulate w ith the Kcrhnunian on his needless apprehensions, and to invite 
liim to repair in tlie full confidence of security to his camp , in order 
to re-establish, on a basis of permanence, that s^'stpm of friendship by 
w Inch they had been so long united, and to avert that tram ofmisclnefs 
w'hich otherwise threatened to overwdielm him, and all w'ho adhered 
to his destiny Against these apparently moderate and friendly ad- 
monitions Ally Beg obstinately closed his ears ; declining altogether 
the interview’ to which lie had been invited by the Tartar monarch. 
On which, thelatter, withdrawing from beforeKolautinto the terrntory 
of Abiw'erd, proceeded afresh to circulate among his troops the report 
that they w'erenow’,seriously,about to enterthe dominionsof theprince^ 
of Mazanderaun. Hence, on the departure of Teymilr, and the revi- 
val of this report, Ally Beg, in spite of recent experience suffered him- 
self to be thrown completely off his guard, and sent the whole of thc- 
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VdiITz sheep, and oxen, which had been before 

“Ko»z«t-us- collected within the works of Kola ut, to range the pastures 

stiffa- in the surrounding vicinity; taking care, however, to remain himself 
in perfect security behind the fortifications. In these circumstances 
Teymfir, to the utter surprise of the enemy, suddenly re-appeared, and 
pitched his tents in full view of Kolaut; while his troops hastened to 
put themselves in possession of the vast booty in cattle of every des- 
cription wliich, without the smallest resistance, awaited their seizure, 
and which placed whole strings of mules and horses in the hands of 
many an individual little qualified to estimate hisgood fortune. The 
whole circumference of the fortress was then, as if with the web of an 
adverse destiny, lilosely invested; the imperial tents of Teymur being 
displayed immediately opposite to the gate called the gate of the four 
villages, and the quarters of the Shahzadahs and other principal gen- 
erals being distributed in the same way, in front of the other gates and 


avenues. 

Thus cut off from all reasonable prospect of relief, and conceiving 
himself even in this world surrounded, as it ere, with the terrors of the 


day of judgment, Ally Beg wms complete!}' subdued by bis fears, and 
by the sense of accumulating danger. He therefore resolved on hum- 
bling himself to the level of his destiny, and in a letter to Teymur, 
conceived in terms the most suppliant, proceeded to acknowledge his 


equal remorse and shame, forhis recent contumacious and refractory 
conduct. At the same time, he represented liis sense of guilt to weigh 
so heavily upon his mind, as. to divest him of that confidence which 
was necessary to sustain him through the distress of a personal inter- 
view, with his offended superior. In these circumstances he trusted, 
as he said, that it would not be considered unreasonable if he request- 
ed that Teymur, with that magnanimity of which he had given so many 
illustrious proofs, would meet him, with as feAv attendants as possible, 
near one of the gates which he mentioned ; m order to relieve him from 

every apprehension, by an immediate and express assurance of par on, 

from the lips of him whom be had so grievously offended. 

. To this proposal Teymur acceded without hesitation; and on the 
day appointed proceeded to the place of conference, accompaiiie y 
^JJre than Le of his cavalry. The approach to th.s spot ted 
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Ihroiigli a ven' gloomy, inlncatc, and narrow defile; and it was no 
sooner known to \llv Beg that his ndxers.irv had reached the place 
appointed, ^\ ithso slender a rclinno, than ihesngg* stions ofamahgnant 
spirit urged him to form (he dcsignol cutting liimofT. And heaccor- 
dinglN dispatched a party of his follon ers to lie an amluish in the defile,- 
for the base purpose of assassinating the Tartar monarch on his return. 
Tcvnitir, ne\ erthcless, n ho appears on this and many other occasions 
to have enjoyed the peculiar protection of providence, contrived 
b^ some means or other, to escape the snare which had been laid for 
him ; and he rejoined his camp in perfect safety, after ha\ing long in 
vain awaited the appearance of the Kerbatinian. 

The indignation of Teymur having been inflamed to a degree of 
fury by the disco\crv of this perfidious design, orders were imme- 
diately issued for a general attack on the mountain, and its different 
ridges on every side, and a body of the natives of Mekreit and Ba- 
dakhshaun being particularly selected for this service, from theirsm- 
gular agility and adroitness in scaling rocks and precipices, succeeded 
in the course of the same night, by an extraordinary and daring exer- 
tion, in lodging themselves on the verj' summit of the mountain ; 
while a du ision of chosen troops under Aukitemfir Bahauder and EykA 
Teymur, drove the enemy before them on another part of the hill, and 
Mfibasherand Omar the son of Abbas w'lth a third, established them- 
selves in advance on one of the connecting ridges. This latter divi- 
sion w'as suddenly attacked by a superior force of the enemy; but being 
as seasonably supported by some fresh troops detached to their aid by 
Teymfir himself, they fell together upon the garrison from different 
quarters, and compelled them, wuth equal consternation and dismay, 
to retire within their w'orks, from w'hich they now abjectly implor- 
ed for quarter. Ally Beg on his part also, finding himself thus 
driven to the verge of perdition, hastened once more to assay the cle- 
mency of Teymur by dispatching to assure him, that if his victorious 
legions w'ould for the present cease from further hostilities, he would 
not fail, on the morrow, to prostrate himself wuth unfeigned submission 
at the foot of the throne. These assurances he confirmed by the most 
solemn appeal to the truths of their common faith, and conveyed to 
the presence of the Tartar monarch, by Neikrouz and Sheikh Mahom- 
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distinguished Ameirs of h.s tribe, aocom. 
Itoiiruf-iis- ^ o« n flaughter, '^Iio had been long since betrothed to 

su/la Shahzad.ih Maliommed Sdltan. 


No argument of supplication was omitted on the part of these de- 
puties to intercede with, and bespeak the compassion of Teymiir 
for the abject and hopeless state of their chief; and theTartar mon- 
arch, in consonance with the saying so rarely verified by experience, 
“ that benevolence surpasses in the true believer,"" was again induced 
to give credit to the professions of his rebellious vassal, and having 
directed his generals to retire from the posts, from which they had so 
successfully repelled the enemy, withdrew to his tents, attended by 
Neikrouz and Sheikh Mahommed, the agents of the Kerbaunian, 
Next day, reposing as usual on the protection of an over-ruling pro* 
vidence, Teym fir presented himself on horseback before one of the 
gates of Kol.iut, where on this occasion, with whatever grace, Ally 
Beg did not fail to give him the meeting, and to become a suppliant 
for life and forgiveness. In this his prayer having been graciously re- 
ceived, he proceeded next to intreat that he might not be longer de- 
tained on the present occasion; and that on the day following he should 
be most punctual in his attendance to receive the final orders of his 
superior Lord Teymhr, with equal moderation and indulgence,-y]elded 
to his wishes in this respect also; and both parties retired from the in- 
terview, fo all appearance, mutually reconciled. But the fortune of 
this chief being finally destined to terminate in the most gloomy re- 
‘ verse, he assiduously availed himself of the obscurityof the succeed- 
ing night to block up and' secure the avenues, by which the Teymu- 
nans had contrived to gain the adjoining heights ; ard having thus, 
for the present, effectually barred the approach of the assailants, once ■ 
more boldly forfeited his allegiance, and recurred to hostilities. 

j\. further period of fourteen days having been consumed in fruitless 
exertions- to make, himself master of the place. Teymdrfoundihimself 
at last constrained, a sufficient proof of its impregnable strength, to 
withdiaw from before Kolaut, and to remove his camp to the neigh- 
borhood of Kahkah, an old fortress in ruins situate between Kolaut 
and Abiweid, which his troops were immediately employed to repair, 
and punn a state ot defence. When this had been accompbshed, m 
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the space of two days and as many nights, through the unintermitting 
zeal and exertion of the army, the place thus renovated was left in 
charge of Hadjy Khaujah, at the h^ad of a suitable garrison ; while 
Ameir zadah Ally, the son of Ameir M6eyud Erlat, the sister’s son of 
TeymAr, and Sheikh Ally Bahauder, with their respective tomauns, 
were stationed to cut off the communications with Kolaut from other 
quarters. 

' When, in the language of the original, Ally Beg had been thus, in 
a manner entombed alive within his den, TeymAr directed the march 
of his troops for Tersheiz ; a well known mountain fortress of singu- 
lar strength on the western boundary of Khorassaun, to the reduction 
of which he next appears to have turned his views with much se- 
riousness of application. At the period under consideration this 
place was in charge of Melek Ally the Sedeidian, to which he had 
been selected by Gheyauth-ud-dein Guerret himself, with a chosen, 
body of his own tribe, that of Sedeid, the most distinguished among 
the nations of Ghourfor intrepidity and martial skill. The garrison 
Avas provided, at the same time, with an abundant supply of every thing 
necessary fpi the maintenance of a protracted and obstinate defence. 
Having, however, been originally stationed under the authority o 
Gheyauth-ud-dein, TeymAr in the first instance called upon that chief 
to. exert his influence in order to prevail upon the garrison to submit; 
but, this failing to produce the slightest impression, he proceeded with-' 
out further delay to employ the means of coercion. His object was 
now more immediately directed to cut open a channel by which to- 
drain off the water from the surrounding wet ditch ; while the most 
skilful engineers were engaged, in planting the w'arlike machines to 
buitter and dismantle the fortifications. The superior fortune of the 
besiegers became, however, in a very short time sufficiently obvious;^ 
the walls and towers being shaken to pieces by the constant impetus 
of the machines employed to batter them, and the Sedeidian garrison,, 
convinced that against such formidable means ot attack resistance was 
ii' A am, finally resolved to supplicate for life, and to cast themselves on 
the mercy ot Tej^mur. It uas found expedient to wink at their of- 
fending, and they were admitted to a favorable capitulation. But, 
as he had experienced some very conspicuous proofs of their detemun- 
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a! d! iso - z.Qp. courage as well as skill in the profession of arms, the Tartar monarch,'’ 
Koii/urus treating them on then surrender with extensive Jiberaht}, caus- 
ccl them to be removed with all their families into Transoxiana, and' 
ultimately beyond the Seyhiin towards Tilrkestaun, where he em- 
ployed them in defence of the posts on the more remote frontiers of 
the empire. The government ot Tersheiz was conferred on Saurek 
Elkah, under the authoritj^ of Meiran Shah, 

It was about this period thdt Omar Shah, the ambassador of Shah 
Sbujia of the race of Mhzuffur, prince of Shirauz, equally celebrated 
for his talents and accomplishments, and for the splendor of his court, 
appeared in the presence ofTeymhr ; with letters from his master ex- 
pressive ofhis anxiety to cultivate the relations of peace and friendship 
MMth the Moghhl conqueror. The letters were accompanied with a 
displaj’^of presents, on the part of the Shirauzian, suitable to the mag- 
nitude of the occasion, and exhibiting every article that was rare and 
costly; and the ambassador, after having experienced a most honorable 
and liberal reception, was dismissed in due time loaded with favors. 
He was attended by one of Tej'mhr^s officers, at the same time, bearing 
for ShahShujiaa letter from his sovereign, which breathed a spirit of 
benevolence and fnendship, corresponding with what had been com- 
municated on the part of the prince of Shirauz, and finally demanding 
one of the princesses of the race of Mfizuffur for Mirza Peir Mahom- 
med the son of Jahangueir, 

On the reduction of Tersherz, Teymhr prepared in earnest for the 
invasion of Mazanderaun ; and proceeding by the way of Bouglied, or 
Boughy, perhaps Roughy-, shortly afterwards encamped his army at 
the station of Kaboudjamalu But, alarmed at his approach, Ameir 
Wully dispatching to mtreat that the course of imperial vengeance 
might for this one period be diverted from his dominions, and pro- 
mising that he would not fad to present himself at the imperial thres- 
hold, and to devote himself for life to the faithful and zealous dis- 
charge ofhis duty, the moment his apprehensions could be in some 
taeasure tranquillized, the Tartar monarch was again prevailed upon 
to suspend the expedition ; and, accOrdingly,cljangingthedirection o 
his march, drew off, by Selmaghan and Jermagaun, to the luxuriant 

pastures of Raudegan. 
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. -In the mean time Sheikh Ally Bahauder, who, together with Ameir 
Ally the son of Mheyud-Erlat, had been stationed to blockade the 
approaches towards Kolaut, ventured one night, without the concur- 
rence ol his collegue, and followed by a few of his own dependents, to 
.ascend one of the ridges of the mountain, and missing his way in the 
obscurity of the night, found himself contrary to his intention, on the 
summit of one of the most elevated points adjoining to the works of 
the enemy. Here, being immediately discovered and attacked by the 
garrison, he was, after a gallant resistance, during which he discharged 
every arrow in his quiver, compelled to submit to his destin}'. and con- 
veyed d prisoner into the fortress. This misadventure in the issue, 
proved, however, in no small degree instrumental to the final surrender 
of that important place , for a contagious disorder having in the course 
of the summer made cruel ravages among the troops of the gariison, 
this same Sheikh Ally Bahauder, who had wrought himself, by his 
singular address, into the confidence of Ally Beg the Kerbaunian, was 
dispatched in the quality of a mediator, to thecampof Te3'mfir at Rau- 
degan, and succeeded in obtaining for the rebellious vassal a promise 
of personal indemnity. On the faith of this he soon afterwards pre- 
sented himself before Teymur, with his sword m one hand and his 
vinding sheet in the other, and received an assurance of pardon for 
his offences ; but, with all the chiefs of his tribe and their dependents, 
he was conveyed without delay to take up his abode in safe custody 
at Samarkand, 

Having recrossed the Oxus, at the close of the seven hundred and 
eighty fourth of the hidjerah,* Teyrafir proceeded to pass the winter 
at Samarkand; while Meiran Shah established his quarters for the sea- 
son at the station ofPunjdeh, or the five villages, on the banks of the 
Mhrghaub. About this period, availing himself of some deceitful 
prospect of advantage, Meh k Mahommed, the son of Fakher-ud- 
dein Guerret formerly prince of Her&t, who had been raised by the 
liberality of Teymhr, from a state of indigence and wretchedness to 
the government of Ghour, marched with a body of the natives of his 
.government, with the view ot seizing upon the city of Hi rat ; and 
with the assistance of- Abu Scieid Espahbed, another chief of Ghou- 

* January, Febrnarj, 1383- 
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U. rian extraction. «.ho had also been rescued from pennry anda p>is. 

IWuUts- tl'e Tartar monarch, succeeded in making himself master ot' the 
.utiu. town, and ultimately of the castle ot Ekhtiaur-ud-dein; after compel- 
ling the Moghul garrison of tlie latter to precipitate themselves trom 
the walls, by setting fire to the gates. Omntelligenceof this unlock- 
ed forevent, IJadjy Seyf-ud-dein and Ameir-Aukbouka hastened, by 
direction of Meiran Shah, at the head of a part of his division towards 
Herht; that prince proposing to follow in person with theremamder, 


■as soon as he could put them in motion. The two commanders were 
-opposed at the gates of Her^lt by the Ghourian insurgents, and an 
.action of considerable duration and obstinacy took ^place at the en- 
trance of one of the principal streets, that of the Kheyabaun, in which 
the Moghhls, were hoivever, finally victorious, a gieat part of the 
.Ghourians being put to the sword, while the remainder who fled Into 
the to\vn, took the opportunity of dispersing in different directions 
under cover of the night. Meiran Shah arrived shortly afterwards, 
and the imperial troops, having satiated themselves with slaughter, pro- 
ceeded to erect several minaurs, or pyramids, with the heads of the 
slain, as a frightful memento to deter from future insurrection In the 
mean time, the seizure of Herat became no sooner known toTeymiir 

V / 

than he issued a mandate for the death of Gheyauth-ud-dein and his 
eldest son Peir Mahommed, who were both in confinement in the ci- 
tadel of Samarkand; as well as of his son Ameir Ghoury and Ally 
Beg Jowny Kerbaiiny, w ho had been recently removed to Andugaun 
in Ferghaunah, under the cafe of Omar Sheikh, These fatal orders 
were carried into execution, as might have been expected, with equal 
punctuality and dispatch. 

' In the course ofthe ensuing year, the 785th of the hidjerali,^ after 
Ja few days illness, expired the princess Dilshaud Khautiin, one of 
-the wiv-es of Teymfir, and daughter of Kummur-ud-dein Doughlaut 
the monarch of Jettah; whom he had married some time in the year 
, -seven hundred and seventy six. And-shortly after this he suffered a 
. further domestic affliction in the death ofhis eldrat sister Khtlilli T r- 
'han Agah, a-princess not less distinguished for her uncommonuii er 
standing, than for her love of justice and extensive charity. . Tlie lat- 


A. D. 1383 . 





41 


ter ^^n': Inined at Samarkand, close by the tomb of Kotliem the son of 
Abl).!*:, the cousin german ol the. Arabian prophet. 

Tlie Tartir mnnaich is describt^d to have been ajjain so entirely ab- 
sorbed 111 In', grn f lor the loss ilicse two distinguished females, as for 
sometime to have neglected the aflbirs of Ins government in a manner 
to endanger the genord tranquillity to a very serious extent, until 
auakoned to a st'iisc of nnpi nding evil, by the representations and re- 
monstrances of the heads of the law, and other principal inhabitants 
of Samarkand. II is attention being, however, at last sufficieiitl}’ arous- 
ed, his firbt object w as to cmplo\ a force under his nephew' Ameir zadah 
All\ , the son ol Muetud Erlat, to check the designs of Kummur-ud- 
dein the father ol his departed consort, who is honorably accused of 
being the fermenting principle ol those acts of hostility, by which the 
armies of Jettah were so perpetually set in motion. Having thus 
pro\ ided as ho conceived for the security of Ins dominions to the right 
of the Se\ hun, TeMiiur retired towards Kesli , but being rejoined, 
shortly afterwards by Aineir Ally, in consequence of the defeat of his 
troops, and the plunder of his camp and equipments by the tribe 
of Bcherein, it was found expedient to dispatch a fresh army, under 
the Araeirs Sheikh Ally Bahauder, Seyf-ul-Aliilk the son of Hadjy 
Seyf-ud-dein, with Ettelincsh, Arghun Shah Akhtachej,and other cap- 
tains, in order to oppose the turtlicr piogress of the Jettah tribes* and. as 
no intelligence was tor a considerable period recened of the success 
of these troops, a third division, of ten thousand horse, w'as detached 
to their support, under the Ameirs Jahaun Shah Jaukii, Eiltchy Bou- 
gha, Shums-ud-dein the son of Ouje, or Outch Kara Bahauder, and 
Saein Temur * The troops under Aineir Sheikh Ally Bahauder, and 
his associated commanders, had however, fallen in with, and cut to 
pieces, a great number of the hostile tribe of Beherein, in the midst of 
their native solitudes, and w'ere returned to the station of Atakum, 
with a considerable booty, and a numerous tram of captive women 
and children, w hen they were joined by the division which was hast- 
ening to their support. But as Ameir Jahaun Shah and his collegues 
had it in particular charge to seek out Kummur-ud-dein, with un- 

• From die manner in winch this name is exhibited m De la Croix s historv, one might 
easily be led to imagine it vas Uiat of a French knight — Sainfc DJaurc Bahauder. 
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ceasing activity, and to pursue him as long a^ there remained the 
s rg itest prospect of securing his person, the whole now proceeded 
together towards Aussigoul, a lake situated to the north-east of 
Tau<5hkent; from whence, however, after having failed to discover 
any trace of their object, they again finally led back their troops, and 
rejoined the camp of their sovereign, by whom their exertions were, 

notwithstanding, acknowledged with sufficientmdulgence and hber- 
ahty. 


On the arrival of autumn, Teymfir, at the head of a formidable 
arm}'", again crossed the Jeylidn at the ordinary passage of Termed, 
with the renewed design' of attacking the province of Mazanderaun ; 
but, on reaching the banks of the Murghaub, or river of Merfl, re- 
ceiving intelligence that Toumen the Nikoudrian, of Gurrumseii, had 
placed himself in an attitude of hostility against his government, and 
that Sheikh Daoud, who was indebted to the favor of the MoghfiJ 
monarch, for his distinguished station atSubbuzwaur, had also, thrown 
otThis allegiance, and destroyed the imperial commissioner, Taban Ba* 
hauder; and furthermore, that the people of Seiestaun were in open 
revolt against his authority, Teymfir found it once more expedient to 
relinquish the design • and to employ Ameir Sheikh Ally, and Outch 
Kara Bahauder, in the minor task of confining the hostile plans of 
Ameir Wully to the limits of his own frontier, vdiile he proceeded in 
person on the road to Seiestaun. In the mean time, the Ameirs Auk- 
bouka, and Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein, with part of the division of Meiran 
Shah, had invested Subbuzwaur ; from whence after a considerable 
slaughter of his followers, Sheikh D^oud had recently contrived to 
make his escape, and to shut himself up in the castle of Budderabad, 
situated on the summit of a hill, of which the two imperial generals 
were now prosecuting the siege. Having continued his march, how- 
ever, as far as Her^t, where he imposed a heavy contiibution on the 
inhabitants for the share which they bad taken in the late insurrection 
of the Gbourians,^Teymi:ir turned short in his course and took the di- 
rection of Subbuzwaur ; where he joined the division of his troops en 
gaged in the attack of Budder-abad. In the course of the step Sheikh 
Yaheya one of the Vezzeirs," who conducted the labor of the miners, 
Iiaving carried a gallery under the foundation of the ramparts, a grea 
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of the fortifications, Teymfir was there visited by Shah Shihan, and 
Tauj-ud-dein ICillagahy with other chiefs deputed to treat of an ac- 
commodation, on the part of Shah Kutb-ud-dein prince of Seiestaun. 
But when the Tartar monarch was thought to be sufficiently engaged 
in discussing the terms of the treaty, the men of Seiestaun in formi- 
dable strength both horse and foot, suddenly issued from the gates to 
combat tiieir besiegers. '\Fjth his usual promptitude and presence of 
mind, Teymur instantly directed a body of two thousand horse to be 
placed in ambuscade in a particular spot which he pointed out, while 


Ameir Mahommed Sultan Shah advanced to meet the enemy at the 
head of a small squadron, vith intructions to gire way at the very 
first onset. This commander retiring according to his instructions, 
the enemy, elated by his apparent disma}^ pursued with eager impe- 
tuosity, until they found themselves, on all sides, unexpectedly as- 
sailed by the bod^'’ which had been posted in ambush to intercept 
them. The Seiestaunians defended themselves, nevertheless, with 
•considerable resolution, and although they sustained a very heavy 
loss during the conflict, continued to keep their ground without the 
walls of the town, until night interposed to put an end to the uom- 
bat, both armies then ceasing from the effusion of blood, and betak- 
ing themselves to a precarious and pertuibed lepose in the piesence 
of each other. 

The following day at sunrise, Teymur appears to have discovered 
more than ordinary precision in the arrangement of his troops for 
battle ; taking post himself in the centre, and assigning the direction 
of the right wing to Meiran Shah, aided by Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein, Auk- 
bouka Bahauder and other distinguished commanders, while that of 
the left was committed to the experienced valor of A.meir SaUr Bou- 
gha, and Khodadaud the son of Hfisseyne. In this disposition the 
Teymunans proceeded to circumscribe the town more closely, but in 
order to secure themselves more completely against the enterprizing 
spirit of the garrison, they did not disdain to interpose between them 
and the works all round, a pretty deep ditch, strengthened, on the side 
towards their camp, with palisades. The enemy, to the number of ten 
thousand men, issuing under cover of the ni-ht from the town, con- 
trived, notwithstanding, to cross this ditch, where it was, possibly with 




/b" iSi; "“'f ’ '“'^'^on’Panied by no more than fifteen of his guards and at- 
Koii7tii US- '^'3S proceeding unarmed to visit the left wing of his army, 

sufla the men ofSeiestaun, to the numberofthirty thousand, armed with bows 

and arrows, descended from their walls by clinging hand to hand to 
one another, and although fully aware that their chief was, at the same 
moment, in the power of their enemies, advanced with determined au- 
dacity to attack the camp of the besiegers. Fortunately perceiving the 
approach of the assailants, Teymur returned without delay towards the 
centre, in order to prepare his troops to repel the danger, fie was however 
exposed in his retreat to a volley of arrows discharged by theSeiestaun- 
ians, one ot which pierced the horse on v hich he rode. The monarch 
reached his tent notwithstanding withoutfurther injury; and, having 
directed tlie person of Shah Kutb-ud-dein to be placed in proper securi- 
t}', and his troops to arrange themselves in order of battle, was proceed- 
ing on horseback to lead them into action, v hen bis generals affection- 
ately interposed to remonstrate against any further unnecessary hazard 
of his person; and they finally prevailed upon him in this instance, to 
confide the discomfiture of the enemy’s plans, to the zeal and exertions 
of those who had so long and greatly prospered under theinfluenceofbis 
bounty. Theadvancingcolumns of thegairison were then assailed with 
irresistible fury on both flanks, and for the greater part miserably perish- 


ed by the arrows, swords, and lances of tbeTeymurians; a small propor- 
tion only, and with the utmost difficulty, effecting their retreat, covered 
with wounds and overwhelmed with disma}"^, into the town; thegates 
of which they hastened to secure, idly conceiving, observes our ori- 
ginal, that it was possible with a handful of clay to impede the course 
of that torrent of vengeance, which was about to be let loose upon 
them. Thebesiegers immediately effected a lodgmentin the faussebray, 
and soon afterwards breaching the principal rampart in several places 
became finally masters of the city m every point; and, having put to 
the sword all who bad borne arms in its defence, rased the walls to 
the foundations, and consigned the empty dwellings as a melancuoly 
residence to the kite and raven. The government was then confer, 
red upon Shah Shahan, one of the native chiefs who was present at 
the interview with Teymur, when he first appeared before the v alls 
of the town; but the whole moveaole property of the country, toge- 
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to the presence of Teymiir, assuring iiim at the same time, of the hap- 
py consequences that would he the infallible result of such a conces- 
sion on his part. But, as the messenger of death was aheady at hand 
to seize his victim, the counsels of friendship bad lost their effect up- 
on the mind of the Nikoudnan; and the action immediately commenc- 
ing, his head was struck off at the very first onset by the troops of 
Meiran Shah, who failed not to transmit without delay to his father’s 
camp, this assured proof of the success of his enterprise. The Mo- 
ghfil monarch now proceeded upwards along the banks of the Heir- 
men, and in the course of Ins progress was surprised by an unexpect- 
ed visit from the prince of Memkatil, by v.diom m his early career he 
had been wounded in the hand; at that period when he was returning 
from the same province ofSeiestaun, from an expedition m which he 
had been engaged, in conjunction with Ameir Hfisseyne, to assist the 
native ruler of tlie country. Relying on the change produced in his 
person by the revolution of more than twenty years, th's chief, hav- 
ing provided himself with a suitable present, composed of every thing 
that was rare and costly, did not hesitate to appear before Teymhr; 
but being recognized at the very first glance, he had no sooner quit- 
ted the audience tent, than a manddte followed to shoot him to death 
with arrows, which was carried into immediate execution. The for- 
tress of Memkatu, and the Killa surkli, or red fort, were now taken 
possession of by the imperial troops. 

Information having, in the mean timo, been conveyed to Teymur, 
during his further progress through the country, that three thousand 
of the adherents of the Nikoudnan had thrown themselves into the 
fortifications of Hazaurbenn,* and being the grossest of infidels, equal- 


ly destitute of the knowledge of God and of the legation of his mes- 
senger, that they had long harrassed the neighboring Mussulman in- 
habitants with every species of outrage and violence, he conceived 
it peculiarly incumbent upon a monarch of his distinguished pre 
eminence among the faithful, to chastize and repress the enorm t 
of this stigmatised banditti. He accordingly led his 
further delay in that direction. The fortress in which the ^ikoud- 
Tians ventured on this occasion to combat for existence, does not, 

* The Hazaurpez of De la Croix. 
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Il0^^cver, appear to liavc long withstood the superior skill and fortune 
ofTc^mfir; it ^^ns finariV taken possession of, and while part of the 
garrison \\as thrown headlong from the precipices on which the place 
was erected, the remainder sulTcred the milder punishment of jugu- 
lation from the retributive justice of their conqueror. The castle of 
Dehnah defended by a body of the Togha,orTagatchei, a tribe of that 
name, was next attacked and reduced bv theTcj'miinans, and the gar- 
rison put to thcs\^ord, sg\ oral p) ramids being erected with the heads 
of the slain, to commemorate the sev criiy ofthe execution to the neigh- 
boring tribes. 

Some time pre\ lovis to the period under consideration, the Avghans, 
or Afghans of Siilimankoh, the Sidiman mountains south of Kan- 
dahaur, had dispatched to sigiufj' their submission to the authority of 
TeNmur, and to lequest that one of the imperial commanders might be 
sent to put himseil at the the licad of their go\ ernment Neverthe- 
less. intelligence was now rccen ed that this fierce and intractable peo- 
ple had already violated their engagement, and uere in open and un- 
disguised re\olt. The attiuition of the Tartar monarch was therefore 
una\oidably drawn to that quarter; and a vigorous attack was com- 
menced upon the stronghold in which the principal bod}'- of those Af- 
ghans had assembled, on the very day on which the imperial armies 
encamped before it. The resistance n Inch they experienced was, 
however, singularly fierce and obstinate, Jengui, or peradventure 
Yengui Shah, the son of Isldbaurek Shah Bourdaleighy, being killed, 
and Mirza Ally and Ankii Teymur, with other commanders of the 
most distinguished rank, being wounded soon after the commence- 
ment of the attack. On this occasion from a knowledge of his in- 
considerate and unbridled valor, Teymdr had thought fit to restrain 
Auky Teymur Bahauder from engaging in the conflict, by directing 
him to take his station near the person of his sovereign, neither could 
he prevail upon his august patron to withdraw this restriction, al- 
though, on infoimation of whathad occurred to so many distinguished 
associates, he besought it on his knees with the tears streaming from 
his eyes The conflict continued, however, to rage with uncommon 
fury and obstinacy, the Afghans in their turn having become the assail- 
ants, and compelling theTeymfiriansto give wayin entire divisions; and ' 
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a'' d",’“ 4; left to combat alone a- 

US- ovenvhelming multitudes, whose efforts he opposed with un- 

siiHa shaken firmness, and under ever> disadvantage, until relieved by pow- 
erful reinforcements of fresh troops. The enemy were then beaten 
back with dismay and loss, and afforded to the Teym^rians ample 
scope of vengeance for their recent check. As an instance of bravery 
singular in its kind, the author has not omitted to mention what was 
perfoimed,on this occasion, by Abed, or perhaps, AeidKhaujah, a lad 
belonging to die troops of Teymhr in the very earliest stage of ado- 
lescence. Placing himself in ambush near a projecting rock, this lad 
watched his opportunity, and from thence springing upon one of the 
flving Afghans, at once bore him by the hair from his horse to the 
ground, struck off his head, and immediately conveyed it to the pre- 
sence ol TeymAr; who expressed his equal surprise and admiration at 
such a pioof of early hardihood in the youthful warrior — in one who 
had scarcely escaped from the trammels of the nursery. But, to dis- 
engage ourselves from the web of puerilities into which the narrative 
has been inadvertently betrayed by adhering too closely to the course 
of the translation, we shall proceed to state that the whole of the 
imperial army soon afterwards uniting in a general assault upon the 
woiks, they were finally carried, and the entire of the garrison, toge- 
ther with every surviving individual in the place, being distributed for 
the purpose, to the several Hazaurahs and Kiishunsof the army, were 
put to the sword without distinction. 

Having satiated his vengeance against the Afghans of Siibrnan Kob, 
Teymflr directed his march for Kandahaur, which had recently sub- 
mitted to a division of the army detached against it, under the orders 
of Ameir Jahaun Shah. From Kandahaur, where, on the arrival of his 
sovereign, his services were rewarded by distinguished favor, tlie 
same chief was further dispatched to the attack of Kulaut, a fortress 
of the highest importance in the Gurrumseyr, or hot region, eastward 
of Kandahaur, which he reduced by assault, returning afterwards to 
rejoin bis master and to enjoy the fuither reward of his successful 
exertions. About the same period Meiran Shah, who had been em- 
ployedin the direction ofKhessaud, probably Kosdar, and the Rebbaut 
©fShItan Mahmud, was again restored to the happiness of his fathers 
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presence; and ever}’’ thins: hostile being, by these successful operations, 
efiectually extinguished in both proiinces of Seiestaun and Zabul, 
Teymur at last resolved on returning to the metropolis of Samarkand; 
a resolution m hich he earned into immediate effect, traversing on this 
occasion, according to De la Croix, the distance between Kaiidahaur 
and that celebrated capital,* in the comparatively short period of four- 
teen days; although, with our experience ot the improvements of the 
eighteenth century, tins maynotappear anyvery extraordinary instance 
of expedition, 

Bj llie maps it Mould appear about 500 miles. 
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T he seven hundred and ejght}^ sixth of the hidjerah being arrived, 
Teymur, after a fejv months repose at Samarkand, and provoked 
by repeated proofs of prevarication on the part of Ameir \7ully the 
prince of Mazanderaun, at last determined to carry into serious execu- 
tion his long protracted designs against that province. Havin^’ accor- 
dingly crossed the Oxus, at the ordinary passage of Termed, lie pro- 
ceeded to Baikh, 'which he had appointed for the general rendezvous 
of his armies. "While he remained at Baikh aivaiting the arrival oftiic 
different divisions of his troops, the ambassadors whom, in the course 
of the preceding 3 ’^ear, he had dispatched to the court of Shirauz, re- 
turned to his presence, conducting the daughter of Shitan Awciss, the 
son of Shah Shujia,whom he had demanded as thebnde of hisgrandson 
Mirza Peir Mahommed. One of these ambassadors, lladjy Khaujnh, 
who had either betrayed his trust, or in some shape or other in the 
course of his mission transgressed the obligations of duty, nas now 
punished with death. 
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receiv'^d that an officer employed by Ameir Wully had made himself 
master of the fortress of Dezenkellah, and was adequately prepared to 
resist, in that quarter, any attempt on the part of the imperial troops, 
Sheikh AllvBahauder, with Sounjek, and MAbasher, and other distin- 
guished commanders, was detached in advance,^ and fell in with and 
engaged this advanced division of the enemy, at a place called Gaogoush 
(the bullock’s ear). On this occasion in charging his adversaries, the 
intrepid Milbasher received an arrow directly in his mouth, which 
broke two of his teeth, and passed entirely through his throat. The 
brave chief held on his course, notwithstanding, until he had struck 
off the head of the author of his misfortune, which he had the satis- 
faction of laying at the foot of his sovereign, and the district of Gao- 
'goush was immediately conferred upon him in perpetual fee, and iri 
commemoration of the unconquerable fortitude displayed on the occa- 
sion. The fortress of Dezen (or Douroun) was then invested, assailed, 
and earned, in the course of one and the same day by the Teymurians; 
by whom the governor and, all that fell into their hands were imme- 
diatelv put to the sword. 

Quitting Dezen, the Duran of the maps possibly, and traversing the 
territory ot Dahestaun, Teymur crossed the river of Jhrjaun and en- 
camped at Shasemnaun ; while the commanders of the subordinate 
divisions of the army were assiduously employed in constructing brid- 
ges across the creeks and rivers, which intersected the country in 
frequent succession. The army then proceeded on its march into Ma- 
zanderaun, cutting its way through the almost impervious forests, and 
slowl}’^ advancing at the rate of half a farsang, or three thousand paces 
a da3% while the troops of Ameir Wully continued to harass and impede 
Its progress at every step, without intermission^ The Teymhridns 
wetehowever thus gradually gaming ground on the enemy, for nineteen 
days successively, u hen on the twentieth day, they found themselves- 
suddenly and desperately attacked by Ameir Wully in person, at the 
head of the collected force of Asterabad. The efforts of the invaded 
prince proved however unavailingagainst theover-rulingandiraperious 
destiny which seems to have accompanied the troops of Tey^mur The 
Mazanderanians were repulsed with disgrace and loss, and pursued to. 
a considerable distance by the victorious Moghuls. On the retreat 
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Of Ameir Wully, heveitheless, either prompted by his oTVii sa.acih^ 
or inspired by a ray of that divine intelligence, with which, accordm<^ 
to our author, as the vicegerent of heaven he seems to have been in 
some degree endowed, TeymCirgave orders that the commander of each 
division in theaimy should, without delay, secure his position in front 
'VMth a ditch and parapet of fascines, further strengthened bva palisade, 
or range of sharp stakes driven into the earth. Towards the evening 
of the same day, urged by some similar felicitous impulse, he selected 
from the army thirty Kdshtins, of about five hundred each, whom he 
placed in ambush; to beempIo3^ed as the occasion might require which 
he appears to have had in contemplation. 

When the night was sufficiently advanced, as appears to have been 
well foreseen, Ameir Wully and his Mazanderanians again forsook the 
protection of their bulwarks at Asterabad, and, in the hope of taking 
It by surprise, approached to attack the imperial encampment. The 
efforts of the assailants were first directed against that part of the right 
under the immediate command of Meiraii Shah, which thev attacked 
with great fury and impetuosity, endeavoring to cut away and displace 
the palisades and parapets, with their swords and lances, but falling in 
heaps one upon another in the ditch of the intrenchment, and JMeiran 
Shah directing his archers to'keep up upon them an incessant discharge 
of arrows, while the thirty Kfishflns in ambuscade rushed from their 
posts and charged them on every side, they were thrown into irretriev- 
able disorder, and ultimatel}'^ fled in all directions. To complete tlicir 
misfortune, Ameir Wully, previous to the last attempt, having caused 
a number of pits armed with sharp stakes at the bottom, and filled with 
water, to be opened in the direction in which the imperial troops uerc 
marching, the fugitives prevented from discovering their danger Iw the 
obscurityof the night, miserably perished, for themostpart,in the snare 
which had been laid for their adversaries ; thus affording, according to 
our original, an illustration of the maMm, “commit not evil lest evil 
befal thee.’* This defeat is stated to have occurred in the month o 
Shavaul of the seven hundred and eighty sixth of the hidjerah. 

Terrified to the last degree by this disastrous discomfiture, rnur 
Wully A\ith bis wives and children accompanied by a very h < nc c. 

• December. A. D. lUO-i* 
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c'jcort, flod m tlie coune of the self-same night by the way of Lungur 
towards Damaghann, and lodging his family in the fortress of Guerdah, 
finally continued In'? flight from thence to Iley. Thither he was pur- 
sued bv a body of the Toymii nans, under Khodadaud the son ot Hds- 
seyne, and Amcir Sheikh Allv, wdio had scarcely obtained a transient 
\ lew ot his encampment before he disappeared, and threw himselt into 
the tcrritor\ of Rdstumdaur, amidst tiie forests and inaccessible moun- 
tain ranges of winch, lie found a sufficient asylum against the further 
designs of lus pursuers. In the mean time, liaxing taken possession 
of Asterabad, 1 c\ mhr conferred the government of that place and its 
dependcntics on Luknian Padshah, the son ofTogha Teymur Khaun; 
who had been long condenined to lead a wandering life, under the 
usurpation of Amen Wully, who was originally a dignitary of his^ 
father’s court. 

Lea\ nig the main bod}’’ of Ins troops with Ins heaiy baggage and 
equipments to pass the winter in Ma/anderaun, in charge ot Ameir 
Aukbougaand Ouje Kara Baliauder, Teymur, with a selection of one 
111 three from the whole army, proceeded towards Rey , and soon af- 
terw ards entering thedepcndencies of that am lent city, the int( lligeiice 
ot Ins arrival produced no small degree of dismay and indecision in the 
councils ot Sultan Ahmed Jullaeir, at this period residing at Sultaun- 
lah. Having, liow'e\er, employed some »xertion to put that place m 
a state of defence, the Sultan consigned it to the care of Ins son Auk- 
bouga, a minor, under the tutelage of one ot Ins officers of the name of 
Mi^basher, and made the best ot Ins w'ay to Tebreiz. On the other 
hand, although it was in the very depth of w'lnter, Ameir Omar the 
son of Abbas wntli not more than fifty horse, by order of Teymur ap- 
I preaching SiMlauniah, the garrison conceiving tins detachment to be 
the advanced guard of the imperial army, immediately abandoned the 
place and carried the young prince after Ins father to Tebreiz, and 
Ameir Omar was suffered to take possession of the citadel wathout 
resistance, w'hich he despatched a messenger to announce without 
delay to Ins sovereign. A report, how'ever, being propagated that 
SCiltan Ahmed w^as advancing to relieve Sultauniah, the misguided 
and disorderly multitude immediately arose, and put tqdeath iheagents 
employed by Ameir Omar to. levy a coatribution among the inhabi— 
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A. "• IIL commander, contriving, with some difficulty to 

llouziitiis- ni^Jntain his post in the citadel, and the report proving gioundless, 
€ufla. took ample revenge for this indiscreet ebullition of popular fury, by 
cutting the gi eater part of the insurgents to pieces. 

As soon as the severity of winter was at an end, and the season for 
active operations had returned, Teymitr in person at the head of his 
army appeared at Sitltauniab; and on the arrival of Audel Aga, whom 
he had some time since invited from Shirauz, where he had resided 
under the protection of Sultan Zeyn-ul-aubbedein, the son of Shah 
Shujia, ever since the period at which he had been driven from Mk by 
Stiltan Ahmed, he restored that chief to his government; placing at 
his disposal a division of the army, under Mahommed Siiltan Shah, 
for the support of his authority against the attempts of the Eylkhau- 
nian. Teymur then turned shoit in his career towards Kohestaun ; 
the native chiefs relying upon the inaccessible retreats of that coun- 
try, having declined making their appearance at court with the cus- 
tomary proofs of submission. The Teymflrian troops weretherefore 
employed to pillage, and lay waste the country in every direction “right 
and left after which, with an immense booty in possession, they 
w^ere again conducted into MazanderaUn, their sovereign having it 
in contemplation to lay siege to Amtil and Sary, two of the principal 
towns in that province, which with many others had not yet submitted 
to his authority. The agents of Seyud Kummaul-ud-dein and Seyud 
Rezzy-ud-dein, in the government of those places, presenting them- 
selves, however, shortly afterwards, before the Tartar monarch, with 
the necessary peishkesh, and other proofs of submission, he contented 
himself with laying a strict charge upon the two Seyuds to cultivate* 
a system of cordial friendship with Lukman Padshah, recently es- 
tablished in the government of Asterabad. This arrangement com- 
pleted, Teymur finally quitted Mazanderaun and returned intoTrans- 
oxiana; where he passed the remainder of the summer in the usual 
recreations at Samarkand, and the winter at Ins palace of Zenjeir serSi 
in the neighborhood of Kesh. 

It was in the course of the same winter, that of the 787th-SSth ot 
the hidjerah,* that Touktemesh Khaun, whom about ten years pre- 
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Mou^ to tliic poriod he hnd O'^tahli'^hcd on the throne of Keptchauk 
1’artar\, torgclltil of the ohhtration^ ol gratitude, prc'^umed to traverse 
the de'-ien'^ of Te\ tnur, and finally became iin olved in hostilities u itli 
him. b\ (h‘:p\tohnua force of one hundred thousand men under Pe\ k 
Pel uul, and <:c\eral other Keptchaukiaii chiels of tlic raec of Jujy, 
to ituadc the tornior\ ol TJirci? , m which they accordingly pro- 
tcedid to exhibit the UMial train of cnormiiic^, although, with our 
author, wo concenc it would be here uttcrl\ superHuous to enter 
into the detail. 

IIa\ing determined to extend his conquc'^ts m western Persia, and 
for that jiurpoce rea^^'Cmbled lii*^ armie<5, roNinur, in the tair season of 
the CON en hundred and eii:hi\ eighth of the hidierah, leaMiig the gov- 
ernment of TraiT'Oxiana to the care of Ameir Siiliman Shah, theson of 
Ameir Daoiul, aeaiii cro'S'.od the Jo^hun, directing his march, on this 
occasion, immediatel\ tow ards Ft % rouzkoh, the fortress so often men- 
tioned on the north eastern angle of Persian Ir.ak. At that place it 
lb thought ofiinportaiicc to state that he w as now joined by Ghej auth- 
lul-dcin tlie son ol Kummaul-ud-dem governor ol vS.*iry, W’lth a con- 
siderable dctaclimeiu of his father's troops In the mean tune, cem- 
jilaints haMiur been long since coiucjcd to Tevmur of the outrages to 
which the kara\a.is of Ilcjauz, and the sacred cities, w'cre perpetually 
exposed, from the rajiacious Molence of^Ielek Ezz-ud-dcin prince of 
the lesser Lnrrcsiaun. between Ir.'ik Arab and Khuzistaun, and the 
same complaints being about this period repeated to him, w itli circum- 
stances ol accumulated aggra\ation, lie rcsohed to avenge in person 
the injuncssustained by the defenceless Hadjies, and other unoffending 
travellers, from this man’s unwarrantable proceedings. With this. reso- 
lution in mind he accordingly directed the Touatclieis, or commissaries 
of array, to make a draught of tw o out often from the mostacfive soldiers 
of the army, in order to accompany their so\ ereign on the expedition; 
and the arrangements being speedily completed, Teymur, leaving the 
mam body at Feyrouzkoh, hastened at the head of this select division 
ot his army towards Lurrestaun, w Inch he reached by forced marches, 
peradvenlure, before his adversary Avas prepared to oppose him. The 
troops were immediately employed to carry pillage and desolation 
through CAcry part of the province, and the fortress of Khorremabad 
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“iiouznt „s! ground, they are said to have been for the greater part 

4ulla. exterminated. The period was, however, fatal to some of Teymur’s 
most distinguished captains, among others to Aukitemiir Bahauder, 
Omar the son of Abbas, and Mahommed the son of Sultan Shah who 
died in the ordinary course of nature. Khaujah Ally Mueyud the 
Serbedaurian also, in the course of the service, was wounded by an 
arrow, the effects of which he did not long survive. 

IThileyet engaged in Lurrestaun, on this occasion, intelligencereach- 
ed TeymAr that Sbltan Ahmed had repossessed himself of Tebreiz It 
became therefore expedient to detach Meiran Shah with the advanced 
guard of the army, immediately to that quartei, flie Tartar monarch 
following in person with the main body, as soon afterwards as it was 
convenient, having left Sheikh Ally Bahauder tomaintain hisauthority 
in Persian Irak. Sultan Ahmed withdrawing, however, on intelligence 
of the approach of the Teymunans, and retiring again on the way to 
Baghdad through Armenia, the pursuit of him wms entrusted to Hadjy 
Seyf-ud-dein ; but as the Sdltan had abandoned his baggage with all 
that could unnecessarily impede his flight, a small part only of the 
pursuing division, under Eleiaus Khaujah the son of Sheikh Ally 
Bahauder, succeeded in coming up with him, at a station, from its salt- 
marshes, called Nimmobzaur; where, with infinite disparity of number, 
the young chief found himself opposed to the whole force of the enemy. 

A seveie conflict ensued in which Eleiaus Khaujah being dangerously 
■wounded, the,Si!lltan was enabled to continue his flight without further 
interruption; an :a tedious disorder having been brought on in con- 
sequence of bis wounds, the Khaujah lingered for a long time in con- 
siderable pain, although he-Iinally recovered at the expence of a slight 
injury to his leg. During the expedition to expel Silltan Ahmed, 
ISTakhtchflan and its dependencies on the river Araxes became, in the 
mean time, the scene horrible bloodshed and destruction ; among 
-others, according ’to De la Croix, Koma.ury Eynauk exercised his ven- 
geance by ^suffocating five hundred individuals in the smoke of the 
Lrning palace ^f^ei^i-ul-mfllk, while the horrors of conflagration 

wereextended,inthesamevmdictiveandextermmatingspint,through. 

out the whole province. 
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On the suhiugation of the greater part of Azerb^ijaun by hisgene- 
rals, Teymur proceeded to encamp at Sh&nb, or Shub-e-ghauzan, a 
station \\hich appears to have lain within two or three leagues ofTeb- 
reiz Here he received the homage of the principal inhabitants of the 
province in general, and a reasonable contribution having been impo- 
sedupon them, as a ransom for their lives and property, it was collect- 
ed without material difficultv or delay. The imperial army continued 
stationary during the remainder of this summer at Tebreiz, and in its 
vicinity. 

In the mean lime Audel Aga, by his unaccommodating and arrogant 
demeanor, had given the utmost disgust and dissatisfaction to the offi- 
cers ot Te3'mur’s 'court, who had been left to support him in the go- 
vernment of Sultauniah, and that part of Persian Irak; and an oppor- 
tunity was early seized to accuse him in the presence of his new 
sovereign. His neglect, at the same time, to convey to the conqueror 
on any occasion the ordinary expressions of respect and zeal, and his 
unrestrained expenditure of the revenues of the country m extravagant 
largesses, and ostentatious appointments bestow^ed upon His captains 
and their folloivers, altogether, produced at last an impressionextreme- 
I3' unfavorable to the sincerity ot his attachment. Urged by these con- 
siderations Tevmiir finally resolved to seize and secure the person of 
this haughty and turbulent vassal , and for that purpose Arkutemfir 
■was accordingly dispatched to Sultauniah with instructions to arrest 
him together with all his adherents, on a day appointed, and to take 
possession of the treasures which in the course of so many years, and, 
notwithstanding some extraordinary vicissitudes of fortune, he had 
still contiived to amass to a considerable amount Proceeding to Sfil- 
tauniah Ankutemfir prepared to carry his orders into execution, but 
by some means or other receiving intelligence of the design, Audel Aga 
evinced a determination to defend himself and this circumstance being 
further intimated to Te^^mur, measures w'ere so arranged that on the 
evening w-h ch preceded the day appointed for his arrest, the whole 
of the imperial force should be stationed in such a manner around Sdl- 
tauniah, as to cutoff from the obnoxious chieftain every avenue for his 
escape. ■ Accordingly on the morning appointed, when he arose to 
pursue his ordiuar^' avocations, he too distinctly discovered that he was 
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A D side environed by the Teymflrians. All bis protestations of 

Iloii:^iit us- repen tance and regret were now unavailing, his destruction being resol- 
ved on ; and at the expiration of a few days it was, by some means 
or other, contrived to throw down a wall upon him, under the rums of 
which he finally perished. Not long afterwards Ameir Wully, the 
fugitive prince of Mazanderaun, was seized by the governor of Khel- 
khaul and delivered over to Komaury Eynauk, who immediately struck 
off his head and conveyed it to the presence of Teymur. 

With every disposition to adhere to the original plan, the design of 
which was merely to trace the outline of Teymhr’s numerous expedi- 
tions, these pages have again insensibly dilated into circumstantial 
detail; but as it would, otherwise, have been difficult to furnish a 
distinct review of that celebrated conqueroi’s ever memorable career, 
the inconvenience becomes in some measure unavoidable, although 
it shall still continue the object of the relatei to circumscribe his nar- 
rative, within the narrowest possible limits consistent with general 
perspicuity. 

‘Putting his troops again in motion, towaids the conclusion of the 
summer, Teymflr directed his march north towards the Araxes on the 
road to Na'khtchuaun, and appeared before Kurny, or Korni, which 
was reduced without material difficulty. From thence he continued 
to advance in the same direction and displayed his victorious stand- 
ards in sight of Sermaulu, situated on the banks of the same river Arax- 
es, or Oras, which was taken by assault, and the governor, foulan, 
a Turkman by nation, laid neck and heels at the foot of the conqueror. 
He next appears to have followed the course of the Araxes upwards, 
turning off towards Karss, from the garrison of which be experienced 
a very obstinate and pertinacious resistance , but the governor Feyrouz 
Bukht conceiving, after a defence of considerable duration, that it 
would be unavailing to contend any longer against the superior fortune 
of his besiegers, finally surrendered; and the place, after it had been 
pillagedjjy the soldiery, was converted into a heap of ruins. 

The cold season was now set in, but neithei the severe rigour o 
the weather, nor any other consideration was sufficient ^ 

the Tartar monarch from striking across the peninsula, to t e ci y 
Teflis, which from its strength and importance, and from themisgui e 
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of llic Grorcian t^airi^jon '^ccmcd prepared to make the mo';t for- 
mKlal)le r< •distance At the ‘^ame tune, it i*; -aid tn ha\o been con*?!- 
dend In Tcum’ir a^ no ‘^li^hi imputation, that among many siir- 
roundinc: Min<;ulinnn siate^^. and hs -m h trifling concc'^'^ioiib, this in- 
fulcl communitN ‘•hould ha\o been suflercd to retain its independence 
for so loin: a pi nod , md he aerordingK e\pre-scd his determination, 
non that he possessed the ability ns well as the inclination, to remove 
\Mthoui further dcla\ , such a nest of pollution and nnpicu from the 
face of the land. An are ol these sentiments on the part of their so- 
^ creign, thetroops exerted ihemsch cs n ith extraordinary 7cal, in ad- 
yancing their approaches again-i the cit) oninerysulc. Their ef- 
forts were aceomp.MUcd with thciv usual success , mid they ultimately 
forced their n'a\ into the piece s\\ or<l in hand, siirmonnting c\ cry ob- 
stacle, and cutiiinrto pieces the greater pari of the garrison and inha- 
bitants. Molek llokraut, or Ilijipocralcs, prince ofTeflis, nas bound 
neck and heels, and in that slate carried before Tc} mur, by n hose or- 
ders be n*as loaded n itli irons, but apostatising, as it is said, from the 
faith of Christ at a subsequent period, he sought to ensure a milder 
destiny by embracing the religion of Mahommed 

On the reduction ofTcflis, To\mur indulged the national disposi- 
tion of Ills followers by devoting a short period to the amusements of 
the chase For this purpose the troops of the right and left w'lng, 
moy inp; round to unite h^ their flanks, proceeded to form the Nerkah, 
or grand circle, in iisyvidcst range, after yvhich, contracting toyvards 
the centre, they graduall}’" closed in on the numerous assemblage of 
yvild animals driven from every quarter, deer, antelope, onager (gour- 
kherr) and every other species of game, and thus secured such an abun- 
dant variety as had but seldom fallen into the toils of the hunter. Then, 
resuming tlic moreseriousoperationsof w’ar, Teymur proceeded through 
the terntory' on the left of the Kurr, reducing as he advanced the many 
tow ns and fortresses yvhich lay paiallel to Ins march, and enriching Ins 
troops yvith an immense booty, in gold and silver, precious stones and 
pearl. While encamped at Shekky, in particular, he dispatched a di- 
vision of the army under Ameir Jahaun Shah, against the Legzies, 
another division under Mahommed Derw'aish Berlas into the moun- 
tainous ranges adjoining to Shekky, and Ameir Arghiin Shah Akhta- 
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chei, one of the grand equerries, with Ramzaun Khaujali towards tLe 
district of Memkenout, or Tengkout ; whilst the Ameirs Mahom- 
med Beg and Mussa ravaged the territory of Aukjeb. All these, rt 
a subsequent period, rejoined their sovereign at the station of Kehl.ili, 
or Kemblah, it is impossible to determine which, after sprcadin’ 
slaughter, desolation, and havoc, through the several countries v Inch 
stood within the operation of this career of barbantv anti vinh>nr.‘. 



63 


nod been nnnexed to tlicm ; so that thus substantially recognized in 
bis title ot S/tnvav<;fia/t, under such exalted authority, Ameir Ibrau- 
hnn might proceed to e\erci'>c the functions of his power \Mth addi- 
tional confidence and ■splendor. The princes of Guilan also, who, 
rolling on the inacces'^ihlc strength of their mountains and impervious 
forests, had hitherto but seldom submitted to become tributary to the 
most powerful of the I’ersian monarchs, availed themselves of thi'’ 
opportunity todispatch thcirsons and representatives, u ith suitable and 
costly proofs ol homage to the presence of the Tcheghata} an ; Sheikh 
Ally liahauder, who had been left in charge of the heavy equipments 
of the army, undertaking to conduct these agents by the route of 
Ardcbeil, to KArahaugh, nhere Teymur had now rcsoKcd to pass the 
^^lnte^of seven hundred and eighty nine.* 

In the carh part of that j car, as soon as the rigors of winter had 
given way to the genial mildness of spring, when Teymiir was on his 
return towards Berdan, here celebrated for its local beauties and ame- 
nity, and elsew liere as the residence of Keydafah queen of the Ama- 
zons.*^ rciiovv ned for her libidinous visit to Alexander of Macedon, he 
reeeiv ed intelligence, on his march, of impending hostilities withTouk- 
temesh Khaun, indicated by the appearance of a body of his troops on 
the opposite bank of the Kiirr, which river they had evinced a design 
of crossing. The Ameirs Sheikh Ally Bahauder, Ankiitemhr, and 
Otliman the son of Abbas, were directed to pass the Kiirr without 
delay, and to ascertain the truth of this intelligence, but, with instruc- 
tions to beware of being the first to commence hostilities wnth the 
troops of the Keptchakian monarch, since, however, violated on his 
part, the peace had not yet in any shape been infringed on the part 
ofTej^mbr. bleiran Shah proceeded shortly afterwards in the same 
direction, in order to support this detachment in case of necessity. 
In the mean time, the advanced Ameirs crossing the Kiin, in confor- 
mity with their instructions, very soon fell in with a detachment of 
the enemy, who replied to their interrogations, that they were em- 
ployed by Touktemesh Khaun, to guard the entrances into that quar- 
ter gainst the approach of the armies of Teymbr. Faithful to their 
instructions tlie Tcheghatayan Ameirs, restrained themselves from 
" A. D. 1387. t The Tlialestris of Quintus Curtius. 


A II 780-09. 

A D 1380 07. 

lloil/Ul-US- 

sufla. 



G4 


A; H. 789. 
A. D 1387 . 
Rouzut-us- 
suffa. 


indulging m their native impetuosity^ and indicated a disposition to 
decline a conflict with their opponents ; which being ascribed by the 
latter to motives of fear, or a sense of inferior force, and producing on 
their part an adequate proportion of audacity, they determined to 
avail themselves of these fancied advantages, and immediately opened 
upon the Teymhrians a galling and unceasing discharge of arrows. 
Thus urged by the necessity of self-defence the Teymurians, with 
their usual ardour, pioceeded to chastise the aggression ; but impru- 
dently holding their adversaries in too great contempt, and neglect- 
ing the ordinary precautions of discipline in their mode of attack, 
they had experienced a considerable check, with the loss of forty of 
their warriors, when the division under Meiran Shah ariived icry 


opportunely to then support. The troops of Touktemesh were now 
repulsed in their turn, and betaking themselves to flight were pursu- 
ed, with considerable slaughter, all the way to Derbend , a multitude 
of prisoners falling into the hands of Meiran Shah, by whom tiiey were 
early conveyed in bonds to the presence of his father. After expos- 
tulating with them on the wickedness of an aggression so unpro\ok- 
ed, on the part of a prince v<ho was bound to him by cicry obliga- 
tion of gratitude and duty, Teymflr freely liberated the whole, charg- 
ing them to admonish their master, in his name, to beware in time of 
awakening the sleeping mischief; and to be well advised before lie 
finally exposed himself to the recorded execration of the diMiicl.iw 
The imperial armies then encamped on the Gouktchehtcnguciz, or 
blue water lake, to the eastward of Eirvaun 

Receiving advices, while thus encamped, that Serfti Meh k Ivli.ui- 
nura, the queen consort,* with the young princes Shah Kokh and 
Khaleil Sultan, was on her way to join him from Samarkand, 7c\- 
mhr, shortly afterwards hastened to Marend, to meet tiiesc chcnU.('n 
branches of bis family. But when the feelings of conjugal and pa- 
rental aflection had been suflicicnlly indulged, he resumed 
creased activity the operations of war, and conducted Ins troops u 
the fortress of Alanjek, north of the lake of V.'m , uhifh the o/Jnrr. 
of Sultan Ahmed were busily emplo\ed in preparing to y ' n' •'- 
gainst him. On the night of tlie third day, after lus arrival, he oan»fo 

* Bauuui diizcnu. 
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Ins troops to nscencl the monntnin 'on %^hich this celebrated fortress 
^^as situate (1, and the following day, the hm cr Icsseil, or cnccinle, was 
earned b) assault, the garrison retiring into the citadel or tipper fort. 
Here they rontinucd to defend themsches uith considerable firmness 
and inlrepulity, until, reduced to the last extremity by the total fail- 
ure of their supply of water, thev were com]>elIed in the most abject 
terms to iinpU^rc tor quarter, engn^in^ themselves by oath to descend 
from lluir uorks and submit to mercy, if the imperial troops would 
cease from hostilities The clemency of Teymur was for once awa- 
kened at the cries of distress, possibly to be forever laid asleep by the 
severe disappointmoni vhicli he uas destined to experience on this 
occasion. For, w hen the soldiers had v ithdrawn by liis directions from 
the approaches w Inch had been advanced, w itli great forward ness, against 
the last defences of the place, the sky became suddenly overcast, and 
a hcary fall of lain ensuing, thceisterns and reserr oirs soon overflowed; 
and the garrison, restored to their firmness by this unlooked for relief, 
proceeded, in defiance of their recent solemn engagement, and with 
increased audacity, to employ all their means of annoyance against the 
besicccrs. I ii short, perceiving that the reduction of this place presen- 
ted obstacles of a greater magnitude than had entered into his calcula- 
tion, Teymur yielded to the nccessityof rejoining his heavy equipment; 
leaving the further prosecution of the siege to Mnhommed Mcirkeh the 
son of Slieir-e-Bchraum, and Oujc Kira Bahauder. The fortress of 
Bayezzid, more to tlie eastward, had been previously invested by the 
di\ ision under Sheikh Ally Bahauder, and the Ameirs Hadjy Seyf-ud- 
dein, and Eidku Teymhr being now' dispatched to join that chief, the 
operations against the place were carried on w’lth vigorous activity by 
the united skill of these generals, and the pioneers and miners having 
at last succeedn'd in draining the w'et ditch, the fortress was finally 
attacked and overpowered by assault, and the surviving garrison, ason- 
some other occasions, conveyed in bonds to the presence ofTej'milr. 

While these occurrences w'ere passing in one quarter, information 
was communicated to Teymur of the numerous acts of robberv and 
violence, to wdncli theKauflahs,or associations of merchants andothers^ 
travelling tow'ards Arabia, were continually exposed from the barbarity 
of the predatory Tfirkoraans, and as he conceived this a species of. 
VOL. III. 
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A 'd.' 1387. the rights of society and humanity, which peculiarly de- 

Rouzut-us-'”^^"°®° the inteiference of imperial power, hedetermined forthe'pre- 
' sufla- sent to suspend all other designs, and to devote his attention to the 
punishment of these unbridled banditti. He accordingly quitted the 
territory of Nakhtchhaun, to which he had by this time transferred 
his head quarters, and proceeded at the head of his troops against Kara 
Mahommed, the chief of the K^rakuynl6, or black wether tribe, and 
father ofthe celebrated ICS.ra Y^ssuf, having first directed Mahommed 
Meirkeh to withdraw from the blockade of Alanjek, and sent his hea- 
vyhaggage to remain at Alatauk, He then hastened by forced marches, 
With a chosen division ofthe army, towards the attainment of his ob- 
ject. As he passed, in the mean time, through the territory dependent 
on the fortress of Bayezzid, occasionally denominated that of Aeidein, 
which had escaped hitherto unmolested by the troops employed under 
Sheikh Ally Bahauderand Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein, the unfortunate inha- 
bitants were exposed to the most baibarous pillage, on the part of the 
rapacious soldiery who immediately followed the imperial standard. 
From Bayezzid he advanced next to Auneik, or A-vaneik, [the city of 
Van so called, according to De la Croix, but erroneously] lavaging 
and bestToying the whole of the Turkman settlements that Jay in Ins 
progress. 

On the subjugation of Auneik, the imperial troops entered the 
territory of Arzerfim, and an agent was dispatched towards Erzen- 
jaun to demand the submission of Taherten, the independent prince 
of that part ofthe country. Inspired by his better fortune this prince 
determined on receiving the agentof Teymur with every mark ofres- 
■pect and kindness, and proceeded to give him, on his arrival, tlie most 
satisfactory proofs of Zealand obedience to the authority of his master. 
Meiran Shah with a division ofthe army was employed, in the mean- 
time, to explore the retreat of Kara Mahommed; and having earned 
pillage and devastation to the very innermost abodes of the obnoxious 
tribes, returned loaded with booty, and with a multitude of captives 
of both sexes, to rejoin the imperial encampment. The march of 
Mahommed Meirkah detached on a similar expedition, leading, how- 
ever, through a mountainous district, intersected by narrow, and in 
tricate passes and defiles, the enemy availed tlieraselves ofthe 
vantages to intercept him at different points, during li is progress , 
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ertion of superior valour, he also finally succeeded m repelling the dan- * 

ger, and in reconducting his division safe to the camp of his sovereign, suffa. 

A third division, which had been dispatched on the same design of 

hunting out the retreat of the Turkman chief, under Sheikh Ally Ba- 

hauder the son of Arghfin Berlas,and other distinguished commanders, 

finally reached the spot, where, on the summit, or ridge, of a lofty and 

inaccessible mountain, among rocks and precipices, he had taken 

post. All the resources of valour and skill were immediately employed 

to open a passage to this inaccessible retreat, without success ; and 

all attempts to dislodge the Turkman from his unassailable ridges 

being found in vain, the Teymurians thought it prudent to relinquish 

the enterpiize, -and so proceeded without delay to rejoin the mam 

body. A fourth division which hastened to enter, the lands of the 

hostile tribe by aj'^et different route, came suddenly upon one of their 

principal cantonments, and having possessed themselves of a very 

considerable booty in horses and arms, made good their retreat to the 

imperial encampment in perfect safety, while Shah Melek the soa of 

Gheyauth-ud'dein Berks, who had undertaken to proceed against the 

enemy v ithoiit the permission of his sovereign, was found a lifeless- 

corse in the intervening solitude. 


Leaving' .ArzerAra Teymiir turned to the southward to the plains of 
Moush: and having laid waste and plundered the intermediate country* 
conducled his troops, after several marches, to the walls of Ekhlaut 
the capital of lower Armenia, on the northwestern angle of the lake 
of Van. The magistrates of this place, submitting without resistance, 
were treated with humanity and kindness, and the Tartar monarch 
continued his march to the plains of Adeljouz. From^the governor 
of this territory he also experienced a prompt submission; for which 
he compensated by confirming him in his government, with many 
gracious marks of liberality and favor. Thence leaving the Guiagoul, 
[the great lake, oi lake of Van possibly so called on occasion] and 
passing the Bend-e-mauhv, or fish weir, a small stream which dischar- 
ges itself into the lake of Van, Teymfir, liaMng apparently skirted, on ■ 
this occasion, the northeastern shore of that lake, returned with his 
army to Alataiik, vhere his baggage and heavy equipments bad foir- 
merly been dispatched to an ait his orders. 
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a! D‘'^f 387 . Alatauk, shortly after this, Teymilr led his troops towards Van 

~~llouxnt us- V estaun;'towns, according to De la Croix, at the distance of six 
leagues from each other, about northwest and southeast. Against 
the approaching storm, Melek Ezz-iid-dein the prince of the country, 
sheltered himself, for the present, in the castle of Van ; described as 
a place of extraordinary strength, situated on the summit of a' moun- 
tain, and encompassed on one side by a considerable body of water, 
-most probably the lake of the same name. After a resistance of two 
days, Melek Ezz-ud-dein was induced, however, by a prudent fore- 
sight, to descend from his impregnable retreat, and tosubmit himself to 
the mercy of Teymiir, by whom he was favorably received ,* but, the 
garrison, disdaining to follow the example of their chief, and cbusing 
a person of the name of Nausser-ud-dem to succeed him, hastened to 
secure the approaches to their works, and evinced a determination to 


defend themselves to the last extremi ty against the attempts of tlieirbe- 
siegers. The imperial engineers received orders, upon this, to advance 
their warlike machines, and the troops to renew their attack with 
unabatmg vigor, and perseverance; and at the expiration of twenty 
days, during which it had been contrived to suspend the destiny of the 
place. It was finally -carried by assault. One half of the garrison had 
their throats cut for their unavailing pertinacity, while the remain- 
der were cast headlong, bound hand and foot, from the summit of the 
rock on which the castle stood, and the works-of which were imme- 


diately directed to be rased to the foundations. 

The construction of the castle of Van, thus subjugated by the arms 
of Teymhr, is here ascribed, on the authority of preceding writers, to 
Aud, the fdthenof Shedaud, a celebrated Arabian prince of remote 
antiquity ; -who caused 'it to be formed of such gigantic masonry, that 
each separate stone of tlie fabric is compared to a stupendous fragment 
of Caucasus. The date of its reduction on the present occasion is pre- 
served in the letters which compose the sentence “ Keywaun beguer- 
eft;” the great 'king, the modern Key, has i educed Vaun, or possibly, 
He has made himself master of the Planet Saturn, the remotest on 
the solar^ystem— exhibiting in the aggregate numerically taken, the 
period 789. Nausser-ud-dein, upon, whom the government had been 
inauspiciously obtruded, fell alive into the hands of the besiegers. 
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Ills hair and beard half shaved, was finallv put to death on the day on — ^ — 1 
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which the army marched from Van, and liis licad exposed at a narrow sufta. 

pass, through uhich the imperial troops liad been ordered to defile. 

About this periodau embassy from Amcir Taherten,priiiceof Erzen- 
jaun, reached the imperial encampment, conveying at the same time 
a very supeib display of presents, and the most solemn assurances 
that during life he should dc\ote himself, with inviolable fidelity, to 
the cause and glory of Teymfir The ambassador was honorably re- 
ceived, and a patent formally expedited, confirming his master in the 
independent government of his province. On his arrival at Selmaus, 
on the borders ot Azerbaijnun south-west of Tebreiz, Teymur ac- 
knowledged his obligations to ]\Ielck-Ezz-ud-dein, by conferring upon 
him the government of Kurdcstaun, and not long afterwards, availing 
himself of the impulse of his better fortune, Tenouk the petty prince 
of Ermi, or Urmia, on the lake of that name, repaired to the presence 
of Teymur, and, with other marks of favor, including a female of sin- 
gular beauty, obtained from the Tartar conqueror a similar confirma- 
tion in the government of his province. 

On his entrance into Persian IrJik at the commencement of the ex- 
pedition, Te}milr had dispatched to the court of Ze 3 me-ul-aubbedeia 
the son of Shah Shujia, who had succeeded to the sovereignty of Shi- 
rauz, an agent to remind him of the terms on wdiich he had been re- 
commended to the imperial protection by his departed father, and urg- 
ing him to avail himself of the short distance by which they were 
then separated, to secure a friendly inter\iew ; in older that the oppor- 
tunity might not, as it ivas said, be suffered to escape, by wdiich it 
w'as designed to distinguish him, in a manner to exalt him above the 
most illustrious of Ins contemporaries. At the same time, he was ex- 
pressly assured that at the expiration of the confeience with his im- 
perial patron, he would be permitted to return to Ins' capital in the full 
possession of every thing that could contribute to throw a lustre upon, 
and give stabilit}'^ to his poiver. But, the fortune of this prince being 
now arrived at the point at which it was destined to decline, he sought 
by various and frivolous pretences to elude the summons, and to pro- 
tract, from time to time, the proposed visit; and he proceeded to give 
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Kouziit-us- restraint the person of Teymiir's agenf employed on this oc- 

sufla. casion. 

It required only the necessary confirmation of this intelligence to 
produce in the mind of Teymur the final resolution of undertaking 
•without further delay, the subjugation of Farss, and the remainder of 
Irak Ajem; and having again put his troops in motion accordingly, 
and dispatched his heavy baggage and equipments, under Meiran Shah, 
accompanied by Hadjy Seyf-ud-dem and Sheikh Ally Bahaudei, to^ 
wards Rey, in order to pass the winter at the station of Saurek-kem- 
esh, he proceeded in person, during the autumn of the seven hundred 
and eighty ninth of the hidjerah, at the head of the main body of the 
army, directly towards Isfahaun. On his appearance before that city, 
some time afterwards, Seyud Mfizuffur Kaushy the maternal uncle of ' 
Sultan Zeyne-ul-aubbedein, and the principal inhabitants, hastened 
to present themselves in the most respectful manner to the Tartar 
monarch ; from whom they experienced, outwardly, a very favorable 
and encouiaging reception. He was, at the same time, permitted with- 
out obstacle to enter, and take possession of, the citadel or castle of 
Teberrek, orTabarek, which he immediately consigned to the care of 
Eykfiteymur,one of his principal generals. Then returning to liiscamp 
in the neighborhood, he issued orders that all the horses and aims 
in Isfahaun should be delivered up without reserve to his officers, 
while detachments of the imperial troops were sent to take possession 
of, and secure the gates of the town. Thecitymagistrates hadnowrcpair- 
ed to the camp of Teymfir in order to adjust the terms on which tlieir 
fellow citizens were to be redeemed from the horrors of plunder and 
massacre; and a stipulated sum was agreed upon, which they requested 
that the proper persons might be appointed to collect. Detaining the 
magistrates in his camp Teymftr sent four of his officeis, Nour Mel- 
ek Berlas, Ameir Mafioramed Sfiltan Shah, Melek Teymfir, and Ameir 
Aukbouga, into the town to superintend the collection ; but the 
subordinate agentsof these Ameirs, employed in the different districts 
to levy the several proportions of the ransom, proceeding as usual to 
the exercise of their power, with unfeeling rigor, and to insult the 
families of the distressed inhabitants, the Isfahaunians suddenly flew 
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to arms, and under the conduct of one of their fellow citizens of the 
name of Ally Kutchehpa,* distinguished for his bold and intrepid 
spirit, hastened to repel, and to take vengeance on their oppressors. Of 
the'^e, accordingly, many fell a sacrifice to the fury of the insuigents; 
vhilc others, by the more cautious prudence of a part of the inhabi- 
tants, were protected during the parox3'sm of the insurrection. The 
TchefjhataN^ui troops, and others in want of various articles of supply, 
having entered the city at the same time, however, in scattered parties, 
without suspicion of danger, the number of those who were cut off 
on this occasion did not amount, altogether, to less three thousand 
persons , and among those was included jMahommed the son of Kha- 
tai Bahauder, an officer of some distinction. Neither did the fury of 
the insurgents terminate until thej' had entirely expelled theTeymu- 
iian detachments stationed at the gates of the town , to fortify which, 
atrainst those dreadful measures of retaliation to be speedily poured 
upon them, every possible precaution was immediately employed. 

The next da}', as soon as this unexpected ebullition of tumultuary 
vengeance became known to Teymur, his indignation was awakened 
to the utmost degree of violence , and he gave orders that the army 
should be put in motion without delay to attack the city^ which or- 
ders were carried into immediate execution. The Tsfahanians, on 
the other hand, with the self devotion of men who combated in de- 
fence of life, and of all that made it valuable, exhibited the most cour- 
ageous and determined resistance against the efforts of their assailants, 
of whom they distroyed considerable numbers , and among those of 
distinguished rank on the side of the Teymbrians who fell on the oc- 
casion, were the Ameirs Beyan Teymur and Aukbouga. Abbas and 
Otliman Bahauders were also dangeiously wounded by arrows, but 
subsequently recovered. The city was, nevertheless, finally carried ; 
and, an exception having been made in favor of the ministers of reli- 
gion and agents of the law, and of those quarters where, through t;he 
cooler prudence of the inhabitants, the collectors had been sheltered 
from the rage of the insurgents, a general massacre immediately com- 
menced by the express orders of Teymur. By the same authority it 
was further enjoined, that every division of the armyfrdm thetomaun 

• Crooked leg. 
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■ Ilo.iz»t-ns. heads ofthe slam, winch the imperial Tawatcheis or com- 

suffa missanes of muster and array, were instructed to take an account of, 
and It IS stated, on the most authentic reports, that the number of 
heads collected on this occasion amounted to not less than seventy 
thousand, all of which were formed, as was the frequent practice, inW 
one or more frightful pyramids in sight of the town. To complete 
the misfortune of the inhabitants, a considerable number, who had 
contrived under cover of the night to effect their escape from imme- 
diate destruction, endeavoured to find concealment among the reces- 
ses of the neighboring vallies ; but the unseasonable intervention of 
a fall ofsnow, by exhibiting the course of the fugitives, betrayed to their 
pursuers the place of their retreat, and they were, the following day, 
led forth to slaughter, and drenched in their own blood. 

The massacre at Isfahaun, on this occasion, is said by De la Croix 
to have happened on monda 3 % the sixth of Ziikaudah, of the seven 
hundred and eighty ninth of the hidjerah and, without expressly 
ascribing the calamitous event to the influence of the heavenly bodies,' 
the author whom we principally draw upon, here remarks that nearly 
at the same, period a conjunction of the higher planets had taken place 
in Gemini, followed shortly afterwards by a similar conjunction in 
Cancer, of the malignant planets Saturn and Mars. 

When he was at leisure from this sanguinary adjustment of his 
concern with Isfahaun, Teymdr, after committing the government of 
that city to Hadj'v Beg the son of Saurbouga, and Nouban Shah, two 
of Ills captains, proceeded on his march towards Shirauz, at present, 

. as has been recently shewn, under the authority of SuUan Zeyn ul- 
aubbedein of the race of Mfizuffur. But the approach of his formi- 
dable adversary became no sooner known to the Shirauzian than, m 
conformity with the maxim which teaches us in addiction to draw to 
our kindred, he retired without delay, by the route of K Ozerov n, to 
wards Tfister the capital of Khfizistaun, then under the dominion o 
his cousin german Shah Munsfir, the son of Shah Muzufi^ur, althou^ 
there existed grounds of jealousy between the kinsmen, to render 
fugitive sufficiently dubious of his r ception; and the sequel furnis 

• 16th November, 1387. 
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cs, in truth, nn additional example of the bitter regiet which that man 
IS likely to experience, who commits his personal safety to the dis- 
cretion of an enemy For wlien it was ascertained that Zeyn-ul- 
aubbedem u ns arm cd within ashort di‘?tance of hiscapital, Shah Mun- 
siir proceeded by his emissaries, and b^' promises which he little de- 
signed to perform, to seduce from tlieir allegiance the followers of his 
tooconfident relative, so that being finally abandoned by tliegreater part 
of his adherents, the untortnnate prince uas soon afterwards seized, 
and his person immured in the castle of Sellausil. Those, however, 
by u horn he had been so basely forsaken in his distress, did not expe- 
rience a milder destiny; they were also consigned to imprisonment, 
and their cflecls of every description converted to the use of their 
oppressor. 

Te^mCir, on the other hand, equally disposed to chastise his adver- 
saries and to cherish liis friends, encamped u ithont obstacle on the first 
day of Zilliudgc,* in sight of Sliirauz, the chief magistrates and most 
distinguished citizens hastening to prostrate themselves at the feet of 
the conqueror, and entering into a composition on the spot, by which 
the}' engaged, from a contribution levied on the property' of the inhabi- 
tants, to lodge in the hands of the imperial treasurers, the,sum of one 
thousand Kopeiky Tomauns.'l' This sum, whatever may have been 
its actual value, Othman the son of Abbas was employed to receive, 
and the whole was faithfully paid to the utmost dirrem ; and the au- 
thority ofTeymiir was soon afterwards publicly acknowledged by the 
annunciation of his name in the Khotbah, during the festival of sa- 
crifice usually solemnized on the tenth of Zilhudje. In these cir- 
cumstances, Ekhtiaur-ud-dein Hussun, reputed among the most dis- 
creet and sagacious of the nobles of Ir&n, was dispatched to the pre- 
sence of Teymur, on the part of Silltan Emmaud-ud-dein Ahmed, the 
brother of Shah Shujah, while he removed in person to Seirjaun', with 
the view of securing himself in the citadel of that place, as soon as 

• 11 til of December, 1387. 

t The modern tomaun la estimated at thirty rupees, or half crowns , but as the sum 
of 3750 pounds sterling would appear hut an incompetent ransom for such a city as 
Shirauz at that period, the capital of a wealthy monarchy, the amount was probably 
much more considerable, possibly a thousand times ten thousand dirrems, which nould 
lie equal to about £229160 13s. Gd. 
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the imperial troops should advance in the same direction. The de- 
sign being, however, intimated to Teymtir, a body of ten thousand 
horse was immediately detached in company with the same Ekhtiaur- 
Ud-dein, in order to form the siege of Seirjaun, together with that of 
the citadel or castle of Kermaun ; and Emmaud-ud-dein, prudently 
anticipating the event, and without further hesitation abandoning bis 
plans of offence, repaired directly to the camp of Teymilr, from whom 
he experienced a reception equally distinguished and indulgent, Hjs 
example was speedily followed, with similar good fortune, by the 
chiefs of the neighbouring territory ; among whom are enumerated 
Nhssret-ud-dein Yaheya, the nephew of Shah Shujia, also from Seir- 
jaun; and the Atabeks of Lurr, and Gdrguein Laury, who claimed 
descent from Ghrguem Meylaud, of which latter we gather nothing 
but the name. 

Of Kummur-ud-dein Doghlaut the name has already transiently 
occurred in the early part these pages. It is now stated that after 
having long combated, with singular variety of foitune, for the sover- 
eignty of Moghhlstaun, that chief had, about this period, been at last 
compelled to abandon the contest ; and to withdraw for assistance to 
the court of Touktemesh Khaun, the monarch of Keptcliauk Tartary 
on whom he had finally succeeded in prevailing once more to engage 
in hostilities with Teymfir. To the advancement of any design con- 
certed against his dominions in the opposite direction, the absence 
of that monarch On his expedition to the western provinces of the 
Persian empire, afforded, indeed, sufficient facility; and the plan \'as 
accordingly no sooner ripe for execution, than several of the princes 
of the race of J^jyj with other distinguished commanders, were se- 
lected by Touktemesh to accompany Kummur-ud dein at the head 
of a powerful army, into Tfirkestaun. Proceeding to their destination 
these leaders, on their arrival near Sogbnauk, leaving that place on 
on one side, turned to the northward to Sabraun, a city, or foi tress, 
about forty leagues in tl^at direction from the former place, to nhic 
they laid siege , but meeting with a brave and resolute- resistance 
fromTemhr Khaujah, the son of Aukbouga, who commanded on the 
part of Teymhr, they were unwillingly compelled, after muci nn 
less exertion, to abandon the siege, and to employ the force entruste 
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to tbeiT management, in carrying clfesolatioh and havoc througliont tiie A. H. 789_^ 
Tejmurun tetritoiy eastward of the SeyhAn. Rouzut-u ~* 

In order to repel this formidable incursion, Omar Sheikh, who held suflfa. 
his court at Andegaun on the opposite side of the river, proceeded to 
assemble the troops of hispioviiice with all the expedition in his pow- 
er, while the Ameirs SAliman Shah and Abbas, leaving the metropolis 
of Samarkand to the care ofAmeir Laul the brother of Togh^i Bouga 
Berlas, and Aukitemdr Bahauder, hastened to join the Shahzddah, by 
whom they were conducted without luither delay across theSejditln. 

At the station of Jouglik about five farsangs to the eastward ofOtraur,^ 
the Teymunans came to an action with Kummur-ud-dein and the 
troops of Touktemesh, which continued fiom early dawn to the setting 
of the sun. When the conflict had, however, been maintained to a 


late hour without producing any decisive result, Omar Sheikh, who 
Avas stationed as usual at the head of the Centre division, in the post 
of the captain general, conceived that the moment was arrived when 
his peisonal exei tions became immediately necessary to determine the 
foituneof the day; and forming n chosen squadron fromthe flowerofhis 
troops threw himself accordingly, with irresistible impetuosity sword m 
hand, upon theopposite partof the enemy’s Imeof battle, and succeeded 
in cutting his way through, entirely to the rear. But,, having been thus 
cairiedtoadistance which precluded all immediatecommunication with 


the mam body of the army, and his generals having occasion to apply 
fororders, and then messengers not finding the prince at his post, erro- 
neouslj" concluding, that, with abaseness unworthy of the acknowledg- 
ed intrepidity of his character, he had abandoned his followers to 
their fate, such it isobserved, being the nature of the report conveyed to 
the generals, an universal panic communicated itself to thearmy, which 
was followed b}’^ the immediate flight and dispersion of then hole, in every 
direction Omar Sheikh returning shortly afterwards to his station, 
and discovering to his infinite regret and disappointment, that the cen- 
tre division had unaccountably disappeared, endeavored for some lime, 
to sustain an unequal conflict ivith the enemy; but his horse being 
rendered unmanageable through his wounds, he was at last prevailed 
upon, by the entreaties of an ofiicer to whom he was particularly at- 
tached, to mount another, on which he made the best of his way alone 
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aSiIw. ""^Wended towards Andegaun. That place he finally reached 
Rouzut-usI safety, just as the inhabitants, who had concluded from report 
sufia that he had fallen into the hands of the enemy, were prepanng^ to re- 
tire into the neighboring mountains; when the unexpected arrival of 
the prince at once removed their apprehensions, and restored themt 
anew to life and confidence. 

While Omar Sheikh was yet engaged in re-assemblmg his scattered' 
troops, and preparing afresh to oppose the designs of Kummur-ud- 
dein, intelligence was conveyed to him that Ankatoura, the nephew 
of Hadjy Beg Arknouty, with a numerous force from Moghulstaim,, 
had made his appearance near Taushkent from the direction of Sei- 
raum; and that his followers were committing the greatest enormities 
throughout the neighboring territory. This information being con- 
firmed by succeeding accounls the prince, with such troop«i as he had 
been able to collect, made the best'of his way to Khojend, b'utlearo- 
ing on his arrival at that place, that these new invaders were direct, 
ing their march towards Andegaun by a different route, he immedi- 
ately returned upon his steps, with the design of throwing himself 
in their way; and he discovered shortly afterwards that he had gain- 
ed the start of the enemy, whom he found still on the opposite, or 
.right hand, side of the Seyhfin. For several days the two armies 
proceeded upwards along that river, parallel to each other, equally de- 
sirous tlie one of effecting* the other of preventing, the passage across* 

At last, by a very ordinary stratagem, that of leaving a detachment 
of his troops to keep up the fires in his camp, and marching one 
night with the remainder, to a ford which had- been pointed out to 
him by a native of Andegaun, Ankatoura succeeded w crossing, with- 
out the slightest obstacle, to the other side, where he disposed bis 

army in order of battle without delay. 

Although he might have been, in some degree, disconcerted by the 
equal boldness and celerity with which this operation had been ex- 
ecuted, the Shabz^dah did not fad to present InmseJf before the eny 
emv, in order to dispute his further progress ; but the superiority o 
number on the part of the invaders so far surpassed bis cab ulation, 
that, after exhibiting the most conspicuous proofs of intn piditj . e 
found himself finally compelled to. retire within, the walls of Ande- 
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'.•".•iSo l«l=>ceofZe.ijeirS^rSl. near Kesh, and !aav,ng the cities of 

Koii/iit-us- iSakhsheb, and Kliozaur, on one side, they carried tbeir 

destructive idvages round, m that ditnntion, to thestation of Gfiyteu 
on tlie banks of the OxUs. Ameir Abbas did not Jong survive Ins 
exertions tor’ the defence bf Satnarlcand; dying while these bccurren- 
bes were taking place, of the wound Which he had received by anar. 
row in tlie battle of Jbughk. 


The messenger employed to communibate to Teymiir the state cf 
affairs in MaWer-un-neher, having reached Sh/rauz in the space of 
seventeen days, proceeded without delay to announce to that mon- 
arch the dangers which had assailed his native province in so many 
directions ; and Ameir Othman the son of Abbas, accompanied by i 
small troop of fliirt}'^ holse, was chosen to convey to the distressed in- 
habitants of Samarkand, with the utmost possible dispatch, the eii- 
couvagmg intelligence that the avenger of their wrongs would speed- 
ily be at hand to relieve them, in the person of their sovereign, The 
territory of IrSik Was now partitioned out to such of the individuals 
of the race ot^ Miizuffur as had submitted to the power of the Tartar 
monarch; while Seyud Shereif-tid-dein Jurjauny, the respectable 
representative of the descendants of the prophet, with Ameir Alla- 
ud-dem Aynauk one of the ministers of the late Shah Shujia, most 
distinguished for liis talents and liberality, and all others of the inha- 
bitants of Shirauz, who any Way surpassed m aits, manufactures, or 
sciences, received orders to remove without delay, in charge of an 
escort which was directed to accompany them, to Samarkand, and 
other places in Transoxiaua, destined to receive improvement from 


this impoitation of ingenuity add skill. 

These preliminary arrangements finally disposed of, Teymur quitted 
Shirauz, according to De la Croix, at the close of the month Mohur- 
rim of the seven hundred and ninetieth of the hidjerah,* and pro- 
ceeded to the Bund, or embankment, of Bzzed-ud-doulah, probably 
that which confines the stream of the Bundameir, north-eastward of 
the capital of Farss. At this station the agents of PehJewaun Mfi- 
huzzeb Khorassauny, governor of Aberkoh, attended the presence of 
Teymbr-, with the most obsequious proposals of submission on the part 

^ February, 1388. 
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of his principal ; and a request that one of the imperial generals might 
be dispatched to administer the aflairs of his government, while he 
uiis:ht he absent in person doing homage to the conqueror. Tow- 
ukkel Bawertchei being accordingly sent to Abcrkoh, that place was 
without difficulty put in his possession by jMi\huzzeb, who now pro- 
ceeded to make his personal submission before the throne of Teymilr. 
The imperial camp removed shortly afterwards to the precincts of 
Aberkoli, which furnished to Pehlewaun Mhhuzzeb an opportunity 
of attesting, by fresh proofs of zeal, the sincerity of his attachment to 
his new sovereign ; and his services on the occasion were considered 
so essentiall}' useful and acceptable, that the confirmation in his 
government, which. was immediately beston ed upon him, was perhaps 
not more than he was authorized to expect. 

From Aberkoh Teymur appears to have turned off towards Isfahaun^ 
and to ha\e proceeded by that route to Re\' , where he now rejoined 
his hea\y baggage and equipments, and from n hence he dispatche’d 
I\Ieiran Shah and Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein into Khorassaiin , in order to 
assemble and secure the co-operation of the tioops in that province. 
In the mean time, he conferred the government of Koumm, Kash^ln, 
and Kazvein, on Pen Mahommed of Sawah, and that of Rey upon 
Moussa the son of Hussejne Tchoukaury, at the same period dis- 
missing the princes of Rustumdaur, and the Guil^ns, to their respec- 
tive countries. On his arri\al at Feyrouzkbh, a part of the territory 
dependent on Rey nas, however, consigned to Eskundur Sheikhy, 
n ho remained on the spot to secure obedience to his authority. He 
also bestowed the government of Damnghaun, in the same vicinity, 
upon Ameir Jemsheid K^nn, a native of Kohestaun, and lastly to 
Peir Padshah, the grandson of Togha Teymdr Khaun, he gave in 
name at least, the government of Asterabad, leaving his final injunc- 
tions with all these chiefs, respectively, to conduct themselves with 
a conscientious regard to the peace and welfare of the people entrus- 
ted to their care, and to the principles of impartial justice. Teymfir 
then prosecuted his march towards the Oxus, and finally reached the 
metropolis of Samarkand, without the intervention ot any thing fur- 
ther material to relate. 
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A. D.ms. , '''■'■'™'> ‘I’® had Withcirawn from 

Eourut^us. country with considerable precipitation; although their retreat was 
sufla. not conducted with so much celeiity, as to prevent their being over- 
taken by the troops immediately dispatched in pursuit of them, Under 
the orders of Khodadaud the son of Hiisseyne, Sheikh Ally Babauder, 
nnd Omar Taban ; by whom they were cut to pieces in great numbers, 
before they could yet convey themselves to a place of safely. In the 
mean time, Teymi^r proceeded without delay to investigate Into the 
charge of misconduct during the battle of Joughlik, which had exci- 
ted in his mind equal grief and indignation; some of fais most distin- 
guished captains being seriously implicated in that charge. Among 
these, Suliman Shah expenenced’his severest reprobation ; while Be- 
raut Khaujah Koukeltaus'h, who had behaved With Singular remiss- 
ness, if not with direct cowardice, on that occasion, was igdominiously 
exposed through the streets ofSamarkand, with his beard shorn, his 
head attired hkea woman’’s, and his face preposterously disfigured with 
red and white paint, KoutchahMelek, on fhe other hand, who with 
thirteen followers only had ventured, under cover of the night, to 
attack three hundred of the troops of Ankatoura, and succeeded in 
liberating from their fangs, no small nlim'ber of the inhabitants of 
Khojend and the adjoining districts, was rewarded by an augmen- 
tation ofSeyilrghaul,*by a patent investing him with the,distjnguish- 
ed order ofTerkhan, and'by marks of imperial favor in other respects 
equally bountiful and conspicuous. Omar Sheikh, on bis part, ex- 
perienced from his father the most affectionate reception, was loaded 
with praises for his tneritonous exertions, and Ins exploits remunera- 
ted by the highest -honors of the state. 

Although the troopfe of Touktemesh had disappeared at the ap- 
proach of Teymui, like gnats before the fury of the storm, there 
Still remained m the ne^vly subjugated kingdom of Kharezm, and un- 
der some oFtbe numerous stock of Jhjy> a considerable force ® 
^enemy; who -encouraged by the aid of the turbulent and disaffected 
natives, evinced a design to tempt their fate, and maintain their ground 
jD'fhe country. The attention of the Tcheghatayan monarc i uas 
-‘therefore early directed to repel the daring encroachment before i 
An assignment of lands, on J agutr in perpetuity. 
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shouUl hr»\o ncquircd •;tron^th from jmpnnity. Tlic ‘;ovcn liiindrcd 
nnd nitu'ln'lli c'f iho hidu'rali ax acrordiiiply not far ad\anrcd when 
lie nt:un appro iclu'd ilu' Kh ir« rmi.in Innitier nl the liead of his armies. 
ILuinc: proceeded to the station of I'^naiir he tlispuchcd n body of 
troops in atKanre, under ilie orders of Konnic O^dilan and Teymur 
Kvitiu? O jhlan, w ho had lioth n ecnt!\ for-^aken the standard of Touk- 
lomesh, and soiiehl the proteeiion of his ad\ ersar\ . On erossing the 
I> i^luladek, a streim w Inch is «:aul to enter the .leOiu i IilIow, or to 
the northward of He_\kund. an infi nor rhitf of the name of Alxd 
Kliauiah was furiher detarlied l>\ tliese coinmandtrs, at the head of 
Mic scoiiiinrr parties, to explore the conntr\, and collect information 
of the enenn , and a slupherd in the si-pMce of lAlegmcsh Oirhlan, 
one of the princes who comm inded in Khare/m on the partof Touk- 
temesh, falling into the hinds of this oflict r. he was sent without 
dcla\, h\ the ’reMiiurinn cajUains to the presence of their so\crcign. 
I nt( licence of considerable iniporiance. with respect to the situation 
and di sijriis of the enenn , w as obtainetl on «*\amination of the captn c, 
ami TeMiiur i.nmediat('l\ prosecuted his march to the Jcdreis , nri\cr 
which then foriiu'd, aecordiii'^ to l)e la Croix, the boundary between 
the 'I'cheghat u an doiniiiions and the territory of Kharerm. On cros- 
sing the rner he was met b\ turiber intelligence, which annonneed 
that both n\loi:mesh. wlioappeac'. to have accepted of the title of king 
of Khan zm. and Siiliman Suf\ w hose sister he liad espoused, had con- 
ceited It prudent to abandon the pro\ nice, and that they w ere already 
making the best of their wat towards the frontiers of Iveptchauk. 
Kharezm with all its dependencies w as restored to its obedience with- 
out further difiiciilt} , and Meiran Shah, with that singularly intrepid 
soldier Oujp Kara Bahauder* and some other distinguished comman- 
ders, being dispatched in pur'.uit of the enemy, by the route of Kom- 
kent to the north-eastward, finally succeeded in cutting off a consi- 
derable part of the fugitives, and having satiated his follow’ers with 
plunder and slaughter, returned in due time to rejoin his father. 

After a residence of some davs in the metropolis of Kharezm, Teymur 
ga\e orders that the wdiole of the inhabitants of the towm and neigh- 
borhood should be remn^ed to Samarkand, after which it was again 
'We lia\c not jet been able to decide wh'tlicr this is not tlie Axalla of Knolles. 
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rased to the foundations and thesite sown with barley, so that of this 
great and populous city there remained, in the Janguage of the original, 
not so much as an individual to blow the fire, not a foot of masonry 
to shelter from the rays of the sun or from the chilling winds of 
evening. In short, having watched these events to their conclusion, 
Teymur withdrew to his own capital, and Kharezm continued in a 
stale of melancholy desolation for the space of three years afterwards, 
until, indeed, the period at which the Tartar monarch returned from 
his great expedition into Keptchauk, when Mouseikah the son of 
Jeugui ]i.ou tchein,^ was employed, by his directions, once more to 
restore cultivation to the neglected soil, again tore-enliven thishouL 
ing wilderness with the cheerful abodes of man. 

In the mean time, during the absence of Teymdr on this occasion, in 
repelling the insolence of foieign aggression in Kharezm, he was assail- 
ed at home by the morepernicionsattempts of ingratitudeand domestic 
treason. This he was destined to experience from Mahommed Meir- 
kali the son of Slieir-e-Beliraum, on whom, with the government of 
IChotlan and its dependencies, he had bestowed the hand ofliis daugh- 
terShllan BukhtBegum, but who wasnot to be restiamed by a senseof 
hemost sacied obligations ofduty,from availing himself of theopportu- 
nity, to revolt against his benefactor. He commenced his career of in- 
surrectionwith the plunder of the palaces of Daoud Melek Berlas,a)]d 
Aukitemhr Bahauder, at Shaudeman, occasionally denominated Hes- 
saurek,a placeof somermportancetothenorthwest of Termed, and with 
the seizure of the arsenal at the same place, the contents of which he 
immediately distributed among the disorderly multitude who had join- 
ed his standard. His success was, however, of short duration . for 
hastening on the earliest intimation of Ins rebellious designs, from 
Bokhara to Samarkand, Omar Sheikh, with such of the troops of the 
province as he could assemble, advanced w'lth his usual activity tow- 
ards Shaudeman, and the rebel was forsaken by his adherents the 
moment it became known that the shahzhdah was approaching He 
then endeavored to save himself from impending vengeance by flight, 
but being accidentally fallen in with byOthman, oneoftheTeymfirian 
* Koulchetn, according to De la Croix, is the appellation of one of the most renowned 


oftheMoghhl tribes. 
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clncfs on hi<; \\ny lo Snmnrkand, he nas ‘;ei7cd with his four remaining 
followers, and finallN pul lo death, through the dirertions of Omar 
Sheikh as iie n as proceedin':, in chargeof his captor, to the prcbcnce of 
ih at prince, non in pnsm ssion of Kliotlan tlie seat of his government. 

The defection of the inheof Boureldai, as ilicy were proceeding to 
join thenrm\ in Khare/in. about tlie samepenod, ina) be easily omitted 
in the narration for the sake ofhrcvitv. It n ill he sufficient to remark 
that, after ha\inghcen drnen into thcpro\incc of Kabul through the 
persc\erinj: gallantry of Aincir .lahaun Shah, they were finally com- 
pelled to throw theinseh cs for protection into the territory beyond the 
Indus, allhoutrli not before they had drawn in Abu Saeid tiic Beys- 
sounan, the governor of Kabul, one of the number elevated from the 
dust bj the bount'i of Tev iiiur, to associate himself in their revolt, and 
in its pernicious consequences. In the mean lime it is not improbable 
that the protection which the fugitives experienced from the court of 
Dehl\,on this occasion, may have had a remote tendency to produce 
the memorable expedition, in which at a subsequent period Te}m&r 
was engaged in that quarter. 

It remains to notice that while Teymur was on his march towards 
Kharezm,on iheahov coccasion, w c are to record the death at Bokhara, 
of Scyurghetinesh the titular Kliaiin of I'cheghaiai, and the accession 
of his son Sultan Mahmud Kliaun,iminediatelv proclaimed in his stead 
by the instructions of Teymur, w'ho might still find it convenient to 
suspend the trappings of lovally about the person of some individual of 
the ancient imperial bianch of hic family. On his return to Samar- 
kand, at the conclusion of the expedition, he devoted himself forsome 
time to the celebration of the nuptials of his son Shah Rokh, and of his 
grandsons Mahommed Siiltan, and Pcir Mahommed, the children of 
Jabangueir, with the illustrious princesses wdiom he had destined for 
their brides, the garden of Baugh-e-behisht having been decorated, 
WMth extraordinary magnificence, for the occasioi . These solemnities 
dispatched, Shah Rokh returned into Khorassaun, and Omar Sheikh 
to his government of Andegaun, Teymiii remaining, for some time 
longer, to repose from his triumphs amidst the enjoyments of Samar- 
kand. We shall finally observe that the accession of Shltan Mah- 
mud Khdun, and the marriage solemnities of the Shaz^idahs, are herc- 
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A. D !Smw. included among the events of the seven hundred and nine- 

hicljerah. 

su/la. Lon^ since foigetful of the services which had placed him on tlie 
throne of Keptchank, and determined to ppisist more inveterately 
in his career of ingratitude, Toiiktemesh Khaun, towards the com- 
mencement of the winter of seven hundred and ninety one, appeared 
on the frontiers of the Tc heghataian tern toiy; followed by an immense 
host drawn fiom the several nations of Bulghaur, Circassia, Alan, and 
Azauk, and from the other regions subject to the authority of the suc- 
cessors of JGjy. His illustrious benefactor apprized, on the other 
hand, of the danger by which he was menaced, hastened with the 
troops which he could immediately collect together from Kesh and 
Samarkand, to form an encampment at the -station of Saughredje, 
about SIX leagues from the latter city , having previously dispatched 
the Touatcheis to summons, to bis assistance, the troops at present 
distributed lO' theremoter provinci's of the empire. Intelligence be- 
ing, however, Teceived, that the advanced guard of the army ofTouk- 
temesh had crossed the Seyhiin near Khojend, under Eyieg, or Eyl- 
ghetmesh Oghlan, the late tributary king of Kharezm, and had taken 
post in great force at Zernouk, Teymur, notwithstanding the rigor of 
the season, at- this crisis described to have been unusually severe, and 
contrary to the remonstrances of his generals, who strenuously urged 
the necessity XDf idelay until he should bej’oined by the reinforcements 
hastening to his-ssupport, proceeded directly m quest of the enemy, 
bis horses laboring, at the same time, breast deep through the snow. 

In these circrurastarrces, being happily joined by Omar Sheikh with 
Ills division from Andegaun, he adventured to detach a chosen body 
of horse* under >Koui>je Oghlan, and Teymhr Khtlhg Oghlan, this 
latter the son ofOrous Khaun formerly monarch of Keptchauk, ac- 
companied by Sheikh Ally Bahauder, to cut off the retreat of the en- 
emy; and, on the^day following at sunrise, with a rapidity which de- 
prived them of the means of resistance by coming upon them before 
'they could be arranged in ordei of battle, he- in person attacked the 
troops of Eylghetmesh, and totally defeated them. Such as were not 
cut to'.pieces on the spot took to the Seyhiin, and endeavoring to 
escape by swimming across, miserably perished m that river, an t e 
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rcinninckr, nlthougli they eluded pret^ent do<?trnclion, being vet inter- 
cepled in their retreat by those detached ior the purpose, and closely 
pursued at the same tune by the main body ol the army, for tlie great- 
er part, found themsehes de^otcd to n \nnety of deatlis in the midst 
of surrounding dangers On this orrnsion Eidy Ikrdy Bukhshy, an 
ofliccr of the first disimction in the court of Touktemesh, having 
saved himself from the svord uplifted to destroy him by declaring his 
name and quality, nas conducted to the presence of Teymur, and 
haring satisfactorily replied to the interrogatories put to him, on the 
slate of aflairs with the enemy, was kmdl\ treated, and finally en- 
rolled among the personal attendants of the coinjiieror. Teymiir now* 
returned towards his capital, and in the course of the month of Siif- 
fur,* atrain encamped his iroojrs at the station of A knur, or Aukiaur, 
said to lie in the neighhorhood of, or probably equidistant from, the 
cities of Samarkand and Kesh. 

As soon, however, as the rigors of winter had subsided before the 
influence of spring, Tcrmvir, w hose armies had been by this time 
completed Iw the pinction of the troops from Khorassaiin under INIei- 
ran Shah, and of other reinforcements from difierent parts of the em- 
pire, dispatched Omar Sheikh, accompanied by the Ameirs Hadjy 
Seyf-ud-dein and Eyku Teymur, with instructions to lay bridges a- 
cross the Seyhun at different points, in the neighborhood of Kho- 
jend ; and the service having been performed w’lth the necessary ex- 
pedition, the monarch, in the former month of Rebbeia of the seven 
hundred and ninety first of the hidjerah,-!- moved from his camp at 
Akaur to the same river, which, with the Shahzadahs and the w'hole of 
his army, he immediately passed to the opposite bank. From thence 
a division w'as detached in advance, under the already mentioned 
TeymCir Kutlugh Oghlaii, w'lth the Ameirs Sounjek and Othman 
Bahauders, to procure intelligence] and the scouts of this division 
having at some distance discovered the advanced parties of the enemy, 
returned unobserved, and reported the circumstance to their generals. 
The Teymfirians immediately placed their troops in ambuscade, and 
their adversaries ignorant of the snare which had been laid for them, it 
being now towards evening, proceeded to encamp on the spot, and 
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t D ‘o ■■epose without the slightest suspicion of 

"Koonu-u-s. ‘''‘"Ser. In this unguarded situation they were, aboutmidnighi, attacked 
sufia. by the Teymiirians, and for the greater part cut to pieces. Some of 
them contrived, however, to effect their escape across the Antch,*a 
considerable river which empties itself into the Sey bun from the north, 
east, below Soghnauk, and hastened to apprize their sovereign of the 
approach of the Xcheghataian armies. Xouktemesh, having failed in 
an attempt to reduce Sabraun, and avenged himself for the disappoint^ 
ment by the plunder of Yassy, a small town about six leagues from 
that place, in a southern direction, was encamped at this period on 
some of the plains adjoining to theabovementioned subordinate streams, 
but receiving, from these fugitives, intelligence at the same time ofthe 
advance and irresistible prowess of the Xeymurians, the multitude of 
his troops and the immensity of his equipments were immediately for- 
gotten in the contemplation of the danger, and he hastened without 
delay to regain the trackless regions of Keptchauk. ' 

Xeyraiir on the other hand, when he became acquainted with the 
flight of his adversaries, entered with all diligence on the pursuit,* 
having first directed Hadjy Seyf-ud-dem to proceed, in charge ofthe 
heavy baggage of the army, to Samarkand. In the mean time, four of 
Ills captains whom he had detached m advance with forty chosen 
warriors, each furnished with a spare horse, to procure intelligence of 
the enemy’s motions, came up with the rear of the fugitives, at the 
station of Saurek buzen above Sabraun, towards the source of the 
Aritch, and immediately attacked and dispersed them with consider- 
able slaughter, after which, returning through theintermediatesolitudes, 
they accidentally fell in with the chief of a Tartar horde, of the name 
of Ketbah Xerkhan, encamped in the desert with one hundred families 
of his tribe : all of whom they surprised and captured, and, with the 
whole of their property, safely conveyed to the imperial encampment, 
now advanced to the station of Auksouma on the frontier ofthe 

Xcheghataian possessions towards Keptchauk, and nearly east of Yass} , 

or Yessy, recently mentioned. From Auksouma leymfir continue 
his march, for about one hundred and twent} leagues, m a northwest 
eru direction, to Aulkoushfin, on the eastern branch ofthe river i 

qs laid down by De la Croix. 

Apparently the Karasou, or black nater of the modem maps. 



S7 

About the pcrioO of liis .vrrnal .it tlic latter station recoiling inlcl- 
lii^cncc of dangerous commotions in Khorass.iun, bin more particular- 
Iv of the rci oil oflladji Beg, the brother of AIli Beg .louny Kerbaun}' 
formerly dispo<?cd ot, iiillithat of Melouk tlic berbedaunan chief 
ol Subbu 7 \iaur, and the garrisons ol Kolaiil and Tuss, ol ivhieli latter 
tlie Kcrbaunian ii as goi ernor, it became expedient to provide without 
delai against ihe progress ol tins alarming deleelion, \i Inch is ascribed, 
.It the same time, to certain unfai orahic reports in circulation regarding 
the ii ar with Touklemcsh But, as it would be superfluous to accom- 
pany the author in Ins detail of the operations employed to reduce 
the insurgents, it n ill he sunicicnt briefly to obscri c that, after defeat- 
ing the men ol Subbuzwaur iiith great slaughter, and with a ver}' 
inferior force, on Ins march to prosecute the siege of Tuss, winch had 
been already iniested for some months by Ameir Aukbouga, Mciran 
Shah, M ho had been finalli dispatched by Ins father to quell the in- 
surrection, arm eel before that city, some lime in the latter Jumniaudy*^ 
of the seven hundred and ninety first of the Indjerah. 

Until convinced to the contrary by Ins actualappearance on the spot, 
the garrison of Tilss, or'l'ouss, had it seems denied their belief to the re- 
port thatltlns prince had entcicd Khorassaun,or had yet even crossed the 
Oxus, but when they could no longer retain any doubts on the subject, 
they abandoned themselves, without further eflbrt, to the most violent 
despair. In these circumstances the operations of the siege being 
prosecuted, on the other hand, iiith incieasing vigor and activity on 
the arriial of ISIeiran Shah, the first to abandon the cause of disloy- 
alty was Yussuf, the brother of Hadjy Beg, the reputed source of these 
hostile proceed mgs, who a vailed himself of the first opportunity to elude 
the dangers which were closing round him, by quitting the town and 
going directly over to the camp of the Shahzadah, to whom he betrayed 
the design of his brother also to make his escape the moment he found 
it practicable. In consequence of this information Meiran Shah, by 
guarding with redoubled vigilance every avenue to the town, endeavor- 
ed as far as he could devise to cut oflf from the besieged all the ordinary 
means of retreat, while Hadjy Beg, on discovering the desertion of his 
brother, finding himself constrained to provide at the same time against 
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A D mh. by securing the principal adherents of the fugitive, to- 

lloi)7i.t.us- number of three hundred persons, and to defend himself against the 
suHa progress of his besiegers from without, perceived that the period of 
his departure was to be noJongerdelayed,and heproceededto deliberate ' 
with his followers on the best plan of carrying his design into imme^ 
didte execution. One of these indicated to him a part of the wall of 
the town, which could be easily broken through from within, and the 
approaches to 'which appeared to have entirely escaped the vigilance 
of the besiegers; and his resolution having been finally taken, Hadjy 
Beg, on the pretext of conducting them in a sally against the enemy’s- 
works, one night led his troops out of the gates of the town, but, per- 
ceiving the lights in the tents of the besiegers, he observed to bis 
followers, that as their adversaries appeared to be on the alert in tbis- 
quarter, it became necessary before they proceeded in-the enterprise- 
to examine whether they were not more assailable in some other point, 
and for this purpose he directed them to remain on the spot, while he 
further explored, as he pretended, the positions of the enemy. Then 
hastening without delay'^ to that pait in the interior of the wall which 
had been pointed out to him, and easily opening a passage through, 
he finally succeeded in conveying himself clear off, thus, for the sordid 
consideration of mere personal safety, abandoning without remorse, not 
only the w'hole of his property but all that could in an}' shape make 
It v'aluable, his women and children, and the dearest relations of do- 
mestic and social life. 

Becoming some time afterwards apprized of the flight of the obnox- 
ious chief, Meiran Shah did not omit to dispatch in pursuit of him, 
although Without success; but his troops, on the other band, having 
made themselves masters of Tfiss, that city, from being as it recently 
stood, in the language of the original, on a parallel in splendor with 
the gorgeous metropolis of Key Kawus, was now changed bv the 
vengeance of its exasperated assailants, into the awful desolation hic 
covers the devoted land of Lot: at the same time, every soldier in 
army being enjoined -to produce the head of a male inhabitant, an 
in case the complement could not otherwise be made up, to strike o 
the heads of the w'omen, the whole together being previously shave 
were destined to be thea erected into pyramids, to commemorate in 
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the usual ghastly form, the punishment of rebellion. The women 
and children of Hadjy I 3 cg ^^ere, however, exempted from slaughtei, 
and con'^igned to the custody of such as would not fail to guard them 
with the requisite degree of security and \igilancc. But, when about 
ten thousand persons had been thus immolated to his vengeance, the 
Sliahzadah relented, and the soldiery were directed to cease from 
slaughter. Bayczzid the Tuscite, who had been cast into prison by 
the insurgent*;, was now liberated, loaded with favors, and,asacom- 
pcn<;ation for his sufferings, was appointed to preside among the ruins 
of his native cit}'. 

Ha\ mg thus signalised his vengeance, Meiran Shah returned by the 
same route as that by which lu had advanced on this occasion, that 
of Raudegan. In the mean time, finding that Yvissuf the Kcrhaunian 
had presumed, without his permission, to convey Ins family towaids 
Mush-hed, and that he was preparing in person to follow in the same 
direction, the Shahzadali’s displeasure, which it possibly required but 
a slight pro\ocation to awaken, was immediately pointed tow’ards the 
suspected chief, who was summoned to account for his proceedings; 
and giMng such an explanation as was judged equally frivolous and 
unsatisfactory, w ith respect to the nature of his view's, he w’as w’lthout 
further deliberation condemned to suffer death. On his adv'ance to 
the siege of Tiiss, the garrison of Ilellaumed, a fortress bctw'een that 
place and Nejshapur, had stood resolutel}' on their defence, and had 
killed one oi the Shahzdah’s principal officers, who had been sent to 
treat w’lth them, at the very foot of their wmIIs. To atone for this, the 
gieater part of the treasure and effects of Hadj'y Beg, w’hich had been 
lodged 111 their charge, w'asuow' delivered over without difficulty, by 
the same garrison, to Hussun Mazanderaunj’-, emploj'cd to demand 
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Mclran Shah proceeded, on the fifteenth of Shabaun,* on his rdturn 
towards Herfit; the Baugh-e-zaughan, or raven gardens, in the neigh- 
borhood of which, he reached on the twenty eighth of the^ame mon'th. , 
Towards the close of the succeeding month of Ramzaun, he received 
by a dispatch from Transox lana, intelligence of his father^s victories m 
Moghiiistaun; and a few days afterwards, in the beginning ofShavaul, 
Beyan Temfir Khaujah the son of Aukbouga, directly fiom the camp 
of the Tartar monarch arrived at Her^t with a present in specie of 
three tomauns,f for the prince, followed on the last day of the same 
month, iji by a summons to attend the presence of his father, whom he 


finally joined at Samarkand, in the middle of Zilkaudah of the seven 
hundred and ninety first of the hidjerah.§' The insurgent Hadjy Beg, 
on the other hand, after wandering about the Persian territory for five 
or six months, was at last seized in the district of Hazaurjereib, not 
farfrom Semnaun, by Seyud Emmaud-ud-dein, the superintendant of 
the district; by whom he was dispatched in competent security to the 
presence of Teymijr. After some bitter reproaches, for his ungrateful 
return to the multiplied favors bestowed upon him, and a formal in- 
vestigation into the circumstances of his guilt, he was condemned to 
die at the foot of the great standard of the benefactor, against whose 
authority he had had the presumption to rebel. 

Recurring to the period at which Teymfir was left at the head of his 
armies, at Aulkoushfin, the narrative proceeds to describe that, after 
the departure of Meiran Shah to quell the insurrection in Khorassaun, 
it was in contemplation, without delay, to continue the pursuit of 
Touktemesh into the interior of his dominions; but yielding to the 
remonstrances of his generals, who urged the indispensible expediency 
of employing his resources, in the first instance, to check the danger- 
ous projects of Khuzzer Khaujah Oghlan, the son ofToghMk Teymflr 
Khaun, and of the aspiring Ankatoura, Teymilr was ultimately pre- 
vailed upon to deviate from his original design; and to postpone, for 
the present, his plans of vengeance against Touktemesh and the fer- 
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t Possibly three times ten thousand dmaurs, or £13750 0 0. Ninety half crowns, the 
juodem computation, would perhaps be too paltry a sum 
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ocious Toglimtiuk. In conformity with this latter resolution he ac- 
cordinglj' drew off his troops, some time in the spring of the seven 
hundred and ninety first of the hidicrah, towards the north east, in the 
direction of Bounhasliy ; hut u hen, after successive marches, he pro- 
ceeded to ascend the ridges of Ouznan, probably the Ournuc of De la 
Croix, and partof llicTartanan Ivobkauf, he found himself constrained, 
by the worn out condition of tlioir horses, to order back to Samarkand 
three out of ten of the w hole of liis ca\ air} , for the purpose of remount- 
ing the remaining sex en tenths, an expedient by which he contrived, 
howexer, at the same time, to furnish the latter xxitli a spare horse 
each, for the approaching arduous serxice. On his arrival atAyken- 
sourx, the station of a Tartar horde at the foot of the same range of 
mountains, his troops and cattle laboured under the greatest distress 
from the scarcity of xvatcr ; of xvhich, forscxeral days* march, they had 
only been able to secure a scanty supply for the preservation of exis- 
tence, by digging x\ ells in the soil. From this alarming difficulty^ on 
reaching some extensive plains to the south east, he xvas, however, 
prox identinllx reliex ed by discovering, under the luxuriant pasturage, 
although It XX as at this period in the xcry' middle of summer, immense 
quantities of ice and siioxx , xx Inch effectually' served to allay' the raging 
thirst, and to revixe the sinking spirits of the army'. 

Proceeding on Ins march, Tcymilr in crossing the great plains of 
Eyghuryauny, the Aighervali of De la Croix, engaged xx jth Ins troops 
in the amusement of the chase, particularly' in that of the Gourklierr, 
or xvild ass, among the orientals the noblest species of game, of xvhich 
great numbers xvere taken on this occasion. Having trax’crsed these 
plains, still tending to the south east, the army encamped in the de- 
sert of Tchengh, or Tcheper Ex'gher. Here Meirek Eiltchy and Peir 
Ally' Tauz, xvho commanded the adx anced guard of the imperial right 
xving, unexpectedly falling in with a body' of one thousand horse of 
the troops of Ankatoura, said to be in quest of the Tartar tribe of Behr- 
eyne , and having immediately' attacked and dispersed these troops, 
succeeded in taking one prisoner, xx’hom they conveyed to the presence 
of Teymur From the relation of the captive, it appeared that Anka- 
toura, with his army', lay' at that moment, at Ourung, or Ouronc; a 
toxx n of Jettah situated, according to De la Croix, in 54 north, andln. 
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a’d’j3159 4, cast of Ferro * On this intelligence Teyrnfir sent for- 

iloim.t-us- detachment, under Sheikh Ally Bahauder and EykAte- 

Bufla. mGr, to endeavor to surprise the enemy ; for which purpose they were 
strictly forbidden to make any fires during their march. That same 
evening he followed in person, with the mam body of the army; but 
after contirumg his march for the whole of the night, he discovered 
at daybreak m the morning that his guides had mistaken the road, and 
led him considerably out of his way; and it was not until the third 


day’s march, when the army encamped at Ayognz, or okuz, that he 
was able to resume his proper course. At that station he held a 
council of war, during which, after stating to the shahzGdahs, his 
ministers, and generals, that since, in all probability, his approach was 
by this time sufficiently known, in consequence of the untoward delay 
occasioned by the ignorance of the guides, he informed them that 
their object must now be directed to cut off the retreat of the enemy, 
by proceeding against him in two separate columns, from opposite 
points. In conformity with this arrangement, Omar Sheikh with part 
of the army, and AmeirJullaul Hameid for his guide, took one 
direction ; while TeymGr, in another, proceeded to KaraghoutchGr, 
south of Ourunk, said to be a temple, or place held sacred by the 
Moghuls, where he continued for three days 

In the mean time, Omar Sheikh, at thestation of KGbauk north east 
of Ourunk, in latitude, 55, and longitude 1 15 east of Feiro, by a rapid 
march succeeded in intercepting the retreat of Ankatou'ra; whom, 
iri a conflict of some obtinacy, he defeated with great loss, and finally 
expelled from that part of the country, A considerable booty, including 
a number of beautiful female captives, with horses, camels, and mules, 
an immense tram, foil -into the bands of the ShahzGdah, with which 
he shortly afterwards rejoineff his father; who had now advanced in 
the same direction, and was encamped at the station of Akhtarektu, or 
Akhtadektour, at uo great distance from the field of battle. 

To this period, no intelligence had been received with regard to the 
prdceedings of Sheikh Ally Bahauder and Eyk6 Teymur, formerly 
detached in the expectation of surprising Ankatoura; and Omar 
Sheikh, at the head of his division, was again employed on a separate 
• About 95 east of Greenwich, but this is extremelj uncertain. 




sor\iro, to u'^rrrlain tlio ilrsliiiy of Ihc two cliu'fs; who rrjnlncd the 
imperial cucanipment, howcvor, tn portoct •^afi ly, from an opposite 
quarter, a h w da} s after the departure of the Sliahzailah. 1'Iie latter, 
on the other hand, procoediii" to the nortli east, conducted Ins divi- 
sion to the plain*; of Alahiioul, adioiniug to the rivi r Irtish, where 
therein said to he, as tlie name implu s, a considerable lake of salt wa- 
ter, In these circumstances, as he was one day e\ploring the coun- 
try, aceomp.mil d h\ filiy of the most ilistmguished ot his onicers, and 
at the distance ol about .i farsang trom the main body of Ins division, 
Omar Sheikh tound himself une-\pectedlN in presence ofa detachment 
of the enemy to the numlier of sc\cn hundred horse, under Kara Rey- 
an Tevmur^ wdiom, notw ithsiandiug the dispant} of his force, and 
with equal inlrcpidit\ of mind and eonfidenefe ol success, he immedi- 
ately determined to attack In tlie conflict which ensued, Peir lladiy 
the son ol Toilaiitchei or Ycllantchci, of the tribe of Erlat, most illus- 
trious among the Moghuls, one of the companions of the Shahzadah 
was killed by an arrow, alter exhibiting some t cry conspicuous proofs 
ot courage and acti\it> , but tins accident apart, the Shahzfidah and 
his band of warriors finally succeeded in deleaung the enemy with- 
out loss, and soon afiei w irds again rejoined the main body of the army 
in the imperial encampment, loaded w’lth the spoil winch w^as the re- 
ward of their successful exertions. 

It w'ould now’ appear that Teymur had, by this time, returned to the 
station of Karaghoutchiir, w'here he remained for some days to recruit 
the strength ot his cattle, and to distribute among his captains and 
their lollowers, the booty hitherto accumulated during the expedition. 
In the mean time, Ameir Jahaun Shah w’lth other distinguished cap- 
tains, and a body of thirty thousand horse was directed to return to- 
wards the Irtish in quest of the enemy ; and that chief, having with 
the requisite celerity conducted his division to the place of its des- 
tination, there proceeded to extend on all sides the horrors of blood 
and desolation, and pursuing the enemy into the islands and intrica- 
cies formed by the channels of the river, omitted no circumstance of 
rapine and slaughter to complete the extirpition of the unhappy fu- 
gitives. After this he reconducted his followers loaded with an im- 
mense booty to the imperial encampment. The interval devoted to 
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A.D.lalh. ‘■“rther employed by the tarter raoo- 

llouz«i-u3. secure the numerous captives belonging to the d?fferent Mo- 

sufla. ghhl tribes, who had fallen into the hands of bis troops; and whom he 
availed himself of the present opportunity to collect, and dispatch for 
Samarkand, under the care of Teymflr Bouga, and Ameir Laul, the 
brother of Togha Boughi Berlas, 

These necessary arrangements finally disposed, of Teymfir again pat 
his troops in motion; proceeding eastward to Aymelghoutchhr, on the 
frontiers of Moghfilstaun, said to be the capital' of Jettah, in latitude 
<53} and longitude 1 15.* Here taking up his abode in the Serai Our- 
dem or palace of Ourdem, that of the monarchs of Jettah, he again 
deliberated with his generals on the means to be further adopted, in 
order to complete the extermination of the hostile tribes who had led 
them to a distance so remote from their homes ; and it was resolved 
henceforward to continue the pursuit of, the enemy, to the utmost 
bounds of Tartary, in separate columns and by different routes. In 
conformity with this resolution, the officers of the imperial household 
were directed to furnish eachof theShahzadahs, and principal generals, 
with a written memorandum of the roads which they were to follow, 
and with guides procured in the country, to lead them to their des 
tination, and thexiommanders of columns were lastly instructed, when 
the service of extermination on which they were about to be employ- 
ed should be at an end, to repair to the plains ofYelduz, in the south 
eastern quarter of Moglullstaun, appointed for the general rendezvous 


of the army. 

In prosecution of the plan thus determined upon, Omar Sheikh with 
the division of Andegaun, proceeded by the route delineated in his 
instructions, m a direction nearly south by east, plundering and des- 
troying the country on either hand of him all the way to the city of 
JCarakhaujah, south-east of Yeldfiz, towards the borders ofTanjilt, 

♦ It IS to be remembered that the longitude mentioned throughout is that from the 
niendian of Ferro, adopted by the french geographers, and 18 or 19 degrees n.ore to fie 
westward than that of Greenwich But after all it will be found extremely difBcult 
reconcile the different situations of places, with what is represented in mo ^ 

There must perhaps be an allowance made of 8 or 10 degrees of latifu e too ar , 
and probably as much too far to the eastward of Greenwich, or 28 or 30 to le cas 


of Feiro. 
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and here described to be at the distance of three months journey by A H ^ 91 . 
Karavaun, or seven hundred and twenty leagues, from Samarkand. 

Ameir Jahaun Shah and Sheikh Ally Bahauder, with another division euffa. 
of thirty thousand men, took a direction more easterly, by K^ra-aret, 
and Shouro^hldk, the latter described, by De la Croix, to be a valley 
of MoghAlstaun celebrated for the fertility of its soil, putting to the 
sword without mercy such of the objects of their vengeance, the people 
of Jettah, as fell into their hands; and possessing themselves of an 
abundant booty, with which, at the close of their expedition, they 
arrived in safety at the place of rendezvous. Ameir Othman the son 
of Abbas, with a third division composed of twenty thousand horse, 
took a direction apparently intermediate to the former two columns, 
and prosecuted his career of slaughter and desolation, through Saghir 
orSaghizgan,* Soughfllgan,* Leigh, andGougyaur, or Ghevejar. And 
lastly, Khodadaud tlfe son of Hiisseyne and Mfibasher Bahauder, 
with a fourth division of equal force, taking a direction east-northerly 
by Ouiitchkou, or Ountchou, towards Beykout, in latitude 52, long- 
itude 133^ on their march came in contact with the tribes of Boulghajy 
and Yelker, whom in a desperate and protracted conflict, they finally 
overthrew and put to flight ; after which they rejoined the imperial 
camp loaded with the spoils of the vanquished. Teymfir in person, 
with the main body of the army consisting of the flower of his troops, 
appears to have directed his course more immediately to the north; 
in order to ascend the mountains ot Setchkandeban, between the heads 
of the Irtish and Oby, intercepting and destroying in his march the 
fugitives ot the Boulghajy and Yelker tribes, who had escaped from 
the battle with Ameir Khodadaud. 

At the period during which he was employed in repelling the inva- 
sion of the Tartars of Keptchauk, Teymfkr had stationed the Ameirs 
Yadgaur Berlas,Suliman Shah, andShums-ud-dein GheyauthTerkhan 
in westernTflrkestaun, between Keptchauk and the territory of Jettah, 
w'lth instructions to provide for the tranquillity of the frontiers in that 
quarter, but when he finally relinquished the pursuit of Touktemesh, 
and resolved to proceed eastward into Moghfilstaun, he transmitted 

• These are said by De la Croix, to be both places m Moghfllstaun, where the royal 
revenues are collected 
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A.’a mh. *“ co-operate immediately with him, iu the 

Kouj'ut-us- Jettah, in which he was about to engage. 

suHa. In pursuance of these instructions, leaving They or Thly Bouglia 
Sheikh, to protect and encourage the inhabitants in their peaceful 
labors in Thrkestaun, the Ameirs in question entered the country 
of Jettah across the higher branch,or head of theSeyhhn, and proceed- 
ing in a direction which intersected, almost at right angles, the course 
of the other imperial divisions, were suffered to continue their career 
of slaughter and desolation, apparently without obstacle, until they 
had penetrated beyond the station ol Moulzud, or Moulzedh, described 
by De la Croix to be in latitude 50 and longitude 132. Here their 
progress was, however, suspended by thepresence of K buzzer Khaujah, 
or Khoja, Oghlan, the sovereign of the Moghiils> at the headofavery 
superior force, to whom they found themselves constrained to gwe 
battle under circumstances of manifest disadvantage; conceiving it, for 
some reason or other, expedient to dismount from their horses, and to 
combat on foot, with their bridles fastened to their waists^ In these 
circumstances, after having sustained an unequal conflict of two days 
and as many nights, it was, in the absence of a more friendly discretion, 
thought advisable to enter into convention with the enemy, which 
concluded, they appear in general to have withdrawn without further 
effort, towards the place of rendezvous appointed for the imperial 
troops, at Yelddz. In the mean time, receiving intelligence of this 
proceeding from the relation of Shah Melek Terkhan, who joined him 
at Keitou near the head of the Irtish, Teyradr hastened by forced 
marches immediately to the southward through Afoghulstaun; and 
he contrived to reach Yeldflz, some time before the Ameirs who had 
compromised the glory of his arms, although they arrived shortly af- 
terwards without further accident. 

Without, however, a moment's unnecessary delay, having chosen 
from among his troops the bravest and most experienced soldiers, and 
disencumbering himself of all bis heavy equipments, Teym6r marched 
with his utmost celerity in pursuit of Kbuzzer Khaujah, directing 
his course along the eastern boundary of Moghfllstaun, as then consi- 
dered, for the distance of about two hundred and sixty or eighty leagues, 
to Koushunk^i, nstationlaid down by Hela Croix about eighty leagues 



norUl>norlll-^^ cst of Karakorum, borderm" on Kalmauk. At that 
station his advanced parties brought him intilligence that they had 
at last di‘;covered the smoke of tlie enemy’s fires, and he encamped for 
the nicht, proposing to attack them on the succeeding morning, hut 
apprised of liis arrival liis adversaries gave way to their fears, and 
immediatelN fled in all directions and in great consternation. Part of 
the fuititnes vere thus thrown into the track of Omar Sheikh and 
his di\ ision, from w horn, in the language of the original, then ^aw what 
ihci/ saw , — the termination of their misfortunes. Another body of 
them taking a different route, unexpectedly fell in wntli the division 
under \meirJahaun Shah and Sheikh Ally Hahauder, who exercised 
upon them, w ith competent real and effect, their ferocious propensities 
for pillage and slaughter Teunur on his part pursued the enemy in 
a northern direction, through the mountains of Koutel Nayrin, and 
apparently across the river Sagalien, to the mountains of Karataush 
in the north-eastern extremity of Moghulstaun, and tow’ardsthe head of 
one of the branches of the Lena, as laid down by De la Croix, 

Thus harrassed on every side, and discarding all further hope of 
empire, Khuzzer Khaujah Oghlan, finall}' betook himself to the unin- 
habited solitudes of the Tartarian deserts, wdiile the Te> muiian troops 
continued to extend their ravages through every tribe and nation, as 
farto the southward as the mountains of Koulan Koutel, on the eastern 
frontier of the country of the Moghuls, after which, with an immense 
booty, m captives of both sexes, and in horses, sheep, and oxen, 
they returned to join their sovereign. With all these TeymAr now- 
proceeded to Jeleis, or Jalish, in latitude 53, longitude 133, towards 
the head of one of the branches of the Yenisei, in northern Mogh&I- 
staun. Here he caused the numerous captives acquired during this 
extensive sw^eep of desolation, to be impartially distributed among 
the different classes of his followers, without distinction. Then 
quitting Jalish, and directing his march through the mountains ivest 
of Karakorum he re-entered his former track, and conducted his vlc- 
tonous standards to Koutchek YeldAz, where he remained for some 
time to aw'ait the re-union of the detached divisions of the arm}’’. 

From thence how^ever, on further consideration, he transmitted in- 
structions to Omar Sheikh to proceed homewards to 1ns government 
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tv f of Moghfilstaun, and through the strong 

Koii7m-ub- ofKohelehah, or Koluga, employing his usual diligence in com- 
sufla. pletingtlie extermination of the refractory hordes that should fall in liis 
way. Regulating his march by these instructions, the Shahzadab was 
proceeding on his way towards Ferghaunah, and had penetrated through 
the pass above described, by some denominated theirongate, when he 
found his progress arrested by a considerable force under Koublek, 
one of the most distinguished captains of the Jettah nation, whom 
after a severe conflict, however, he totally defeated and killed. He 
then prosecuted his march ivithout further obstacle, in a line south of 
Khoten, by the metropolis of Kashghar, to the seat of his government 
at Andegaun, at this period the capital of Ferghaunah. 

Having brought his affairs with the nations of Jettah and central 
Tartary, thus far, to a successful termination, Teymur conducted his 
troops from Koutcliek Yelduz to Olhgh Yeldflz; from the lesser to the 
greater Yelduz, about five and forty leagues in a south-western direction. 
This place, according to De Ja Cioix, is at the distance of two months’ 
journey by Karavan from Samarkand, or about four hundred and eighty 
leaguesateightleagues the day — in the routeoftheMuscovite merchants 
to China, and equally celebrated tor its delightful scenery, the amenity 
of the climate, and its nulricious and luxuriant pastures * Here be 
encamped for several days, which he devoted to general festivity', 
recreation, and every species of enjoyment; and during which he boun- 
tifully distributed to the princes of his blood, to the generals and prin- 
cipal officers, and to all the warriors of his army according to their 
several classess, honors, distinctions and rewards, not less gratifying 
to their hopes, than worthy of his own inexhausiibfe munificence. 

He then, on the fifteenth ofSbabaunf of the seven hundred and ninety 
first of the hidjerah, set off on his return to Samarkand, which cele- 
brated metropolis he reached on the seventh of the succeeding month 
ofRamzaun,+ thus, in two and twenty days, performing a journey 
which, at the ordinary rate of travelling by Raravan. is described to 
employ the full period of two months, and having marched since fffe 
* In Arrowsm valuable map of Asia, it is laid do«n in about 42 15 north lat and 

in. longitude 85 ea>t of Greenwich 

J 8lb of August, 1389. 


J 29lh of August. 
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middle, or latter end* of April, if the «!calc of Dc la Croix’s maps is 
not cntirih \i‘;ionaiv, tlie distance of at least tuo thousand leagues, 
oftn ont\ to the (h'pree * 

At the approach of m inter, Teymur proceeded to Bokhara, where he 
he'ilowed upon Ameir .lahauii Shah the last and most distinguished 
mark ol his f.nor, in conferring upon him the hand of Ins daughter, 
Sultan Biikht Begum thc\\idou of Mahommed Meirkah, whose fate 
has been receiitlv recorded. During the same winter, Alirza Abil 
Bukker the son of Meiran Shah, was also, by his directions, united to 
the daughter ofIIad|vSe\ f-ud-dein, the marriage feast beingeonducted 
\Mth suitable splendor under the management of the Ivhaunzadah, 
the imperial consort. In tlic mean time, as if to bring to his recol- 
lection, that no elevation of sublunary grandeur is exempt from the 
common lot of humanity', the monarch uas called upon in the midst 
of these scenes of mirth and festivit} , to perform the last solemn duties 
to the remains of Kedauk Khautun, the relict of his father, who died 
in tlie course of the « inter, and u as buried at Kesh ; in the neighbor- 
hood of which city, at Aukyaur, Tevmiir formed an encampment 
of his troops, at the commencement of the spring of the seven hundred 
and ninety second of tlie hidjerali. 

• Wc must here, hosscser, bep to remark that the distance of GOOD miles appears too 
rxtrasagant to be compassed in the short period of about four months and fifteen da^s. 
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In the early pnrt of tlic }ear, tlie Amcirs Sulimnii Shah, Khodntlaud 
iheson of llu‘?«:cyne, Shuin';-iKl-dcin Abhas, and his brother Othman, 
with other commanders of Ivoiishiins, and a body of twenty thousand 
horse, liad been detached towards tlic borders of Jettah. On their 
arrival at Ausyuoul, or Issi^heul, a lake described to lie in longitude 
100 from Ferro, and in latitude V3, they wcrejoined by a reinforcement 
of five thousand men from the division of Omar Sheikh in Ferghaunah; 
with which they piocoedcdto Gougloupa, [ihe blue mountain] descri- 
bed by Do la Croix, to be a lull in the territory of Jettah, situated m 
lomriinde 101-20 east of Ferro and in north latitude, 13-25. After 
remaining foi some time at this station, to procure intelligence of the 
enemy', they prosecuted their march upwards, by Almaulegh, to 
Karataul, the residence of Ankatoura, in longitude 106, latitude 45-40> 
cutting to pieces, or making captives ofall who fell in their way. At 
Karataul they received information that Ouljii Bougha Koutcliein, 
who had been dispatched with four hundred horse, at a former period, 
to explore the desert for intelligence, had unexpectedly fallen in with 
Kummur-ud-dein, one of the competitors for tlie throne of Jettah, on 
a hunting party, and that an unequal and most desperate conflict had 
been the result In consequence of this report, Ilnssun Jaiidaur, ac- 
companied by the son of Ouljai Bougha, wms sent off with instructions 
to ascertain the fact, and to return w'lthout delay, w'lth the particulars 
of what they should have been able to discover After marching day 
and night with little inteimission, the tw'o chiefs came at last to the spot 
which had been signalized by tlie recent conflict, and which they found 
covered wuth the bodies of the slain. Continuing theirsearch they pick- 
ed up, at no great distance from tliesceneofslaughter,oneoftheir w ound- 
ed countrymen, who still ex'hibited suflicient remains of life after ha- 
ving subsisted for forty days, on the roots and herbage of the surround- 
ingdesert. This pi rsoii they conveyed,w’ithall necessary caie and tender- 
ness, to the presence of the commanding Ameirs, and from his relation 
they collected that the detachment, of which he appears to have been 
the only survivor, had given battle to Kummur-ud*dein, as had been 
already reported to them, that after considerable slaughter on either 
side, Kummur-ud dein had finally triumphed , and that he had then 
letired towards the plains of Eltchniboutchni, or itchnaboutebna. 
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nortljenstoflvanitaul, and toivards the source of the Abeile, or hitcher 
branch of the Seyhiin. ” 

On such intrlii;re„ce the Teymhrian Amcirs hastened in pursuit of 
tlic enemy; and disencumbennc^ themselves by the way of their heavy 
baggaQ;p, foi thegreater expedition, they continued their march night 
and (lay until they reached the hanks of the Irtish. They here under- 
stood ihatKummur-ud-dein had already passed that river, and proceed- 
ed to Touless, Tovles, or Taonlas, the region which produces the sable 
and ermine; and which we should not hesitate to identify with the 
modern Russian provinceof Tobolsk, were it not expressly laid down 
by De la Croix, as a Tartar town between thelitish and the eastern 
branch of the Oby, seven or eight degrees south-east of the city of that 
name. The Ameirs were therefore contented with sending across the 
Irtish, each, some of their followers to engiave, perhaps burn, on the 
lofty pines which grew on the opposite bank, their particular marks 
and devices, [daugh and TumghauJ; and as tbepeiiod of the expedi- 
tion had now extended to six months, and the strength andsuhsistance 
of both men and cattle had by this time become nearly exhausted, it 
was resolved to make the best of their way homewards, withoutfurther 
delay. This resolution they earned into immediate effect , and after 
traversing the almost interminable solitudes which lie between, they 
succeeded in due time, without further accident, in regaining the pre- 
sence of their sovereign, at Samarkand, 

The attention of TeymOr had, in the mean time, been employed in 
preparing for his grand expedition into Keptebauk Tartary; but, asit 
would perhaps be unnecessary to enter at large into the detail of that 
arduous undertaking, it will be sufficient for every purpose of utility 
]f we are able to trace, in outline, the proceedings of the Tcheghatayan 


conqueror with competent precision, from the narrative of the author, 
.illustrated by the better defined survey drawn from the history of the 
'younger la Croix, to whose laborious researches geography, in par 
ticular, must ever be considered as most extensively indebted. 

It would then appearthat having, with more than his ordinary care 
and circumspection, provided forthe equipmentof his armies,* Teymtlr 
• The proper officers were, m particular, instructed to supply themselves with twelve 
^months' subsistance for the whole army. Every individual was to be furnished wit one 
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in the ntitnmn, or toward'; llic conclusion of the seven hundred and 
niiiciv second of the hidiorah, marched Ironi Samarkand, and crossing 
the Sevhun hv a temporary lindgo at Khoiend, proceeded downwards 
bv the right liank of that river to Taushkent, where he took up his 
quarters fur the w inter. During that season he I ihoured for the space 
of fortv davs under a very pauilul and s *vcrc disorder, from wdiich, 
howe\er, to the infinite joy of his troops and followers of every des- 
cription, he finall\ recovererl. In the mean time, he w as there joined 
by Meiran Shah with the troops from Khorassaun, and on the tw'elfth 
ol Suilur of the year sc\cn hundred and ninetj three, the sun being 
then in the eighth degree of Aquanub*, he finally quitted Taushkent 
at the head ol the army, and proceeded to Karasumaun. On this 
occasion Mirza J’eir Mahommed the son of Jahangueir, and Shahzadah 
Shah Rokh, w-erc left, under tiie tuition ofthe Ameirs Laul and Melek, 
to superintend tlie affairs of the empire durirfg his al>sence; all the 
princesses and ladies of his familj, being sent back to Samarkand, 
'Ichelpan Melek Aga alone e\cepted, whom like the star of his brighter 
destiny he permitted to accompany him. A t thcstation of Karasumaun, 
where he was deiaim d tor some time by the winter snows and alternate 

t * 

torrents of rain, he gave audience to the ambassadors of Touktemesh; 
who presented him with a toghouz ol nine horses, and a shongaur, or 
white falcon, on the part ol their master, delivering at the same time 
a very sulimissive message, to which they received from Teymtir a 
reply to the followMiig effect. 

“ It is notorious to the w’orld in wdiat circumstances of destitution 
and distress your master presented himself before the threshold of 
mv court, on his flight from the vengeance of his enemies, and 
w'lth what cheerful zeal I stepped forw'ard to restore his shattered 
fortunes, not wMthholding ought in my powder to furnish, whether in 
treasure or in armies Neither is it necessary, on this occasion, to 
expatiate on the ardor with wdiich, alter having once determined on 

bo^^, a quner 'ulii tliirfy arro^^s, and a leatlicrn canteen, or «'ater bag. For e^e^y ten 
soldiers Mere to be pro\idcd as i n er uenti -ned* one tent, two mattocks, one spade, or 
sbovel [kallunk], one sickle, one haiidsaw, one iulcliet, 100 needles, one awl, balfa raann 
perliaps l-tibs of rope, one leatlicrn knapsack, and one brass or copper pot Eyeiy twOi 
soldiers were to bepro\idcd luoreoier with oiicsuinptcr or baggage horse.. 

* 18lb January, 1391. 
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i'D.laL ■" ‘he very depth of winter I marched 

Tlotiroi „h that prince, to my infinite Joss m liorses and cattle, and pro- 

sufla. perty of every description most liberally sacrificed in the course of 
the iindei taking; to say nothing of the hazards of my own person, which 
1 did not hesitate to expose in the vindication of his claims, whose 
interests I had determined to promote. IFith that effect, in short, 
did I exert myself in the gratification of his aspiring views, that, the 
supreme arbiter of good and evil according with my endeavours, he 
became, in the very bosom of the posterity of Jujy Khaim, securely 
established on the throne of their illustrious ancestor. Thus, by my 
sole exertions, the whole of Keptchauk to its utmost ver^e bein'^ 
subjugatedto liis authority’-, what more could be required to establish 
between us, in the strictest sense, the relation of father and son? Yet 
notwithstanding, elated by the accumulation of immoderate wealth, 
and by the controul of an army beyond the estimate of numbers, has ' 
lie suffered the vapour of an absurd presumption to invade his brain; 
and setting at nought the claims of giatitudefor countless benefits 
unrequited, while I was distantly employed in extending my victories 
through Farss and Irak, proceeded to unmask his disloj^al and,bostile 
designs, bj’" dispatching his^troops to lay waste and destroy the borders 
of my countr}'. 

“Nevertheless, willing to ascribe the unprovoked aggression to the prac- 
tices of corrupt and wickedxounsellors, 1 continued still to regard him 
with indulgence, and toxontemplate the rash proceeding as a circum- 
stance that had in reality ‘never happened; in the expectation that, re- 
penting of suchan act of misguided audacity, he might on due reflection 
be led to apologize, andseek forgiveness for bis folly. But so miserably 
was he intoxicated by’the fumes of an insensate ambition, that losin^ 
at once all ,power>of discrimination between good and evil, right and 
wrong, he dared rn person to approach against me, previously dispatch- 
iiig an advanced guard of ferocious infidels to invade, and torenev, m 
■ the interior'of my dominions, their atrocious barbarities. On t e 
-disclosure. to me of this fresh instance of aggression and violence, 
hastened in the majesty of vengeance, from the remote quarter in w iic 
I was engaged, to repel the injury; but before he could well ave per- 
ceived the cloud of dust which overhung the march of my squadron , 
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perhaps Karasoujiis course lay, fora period of three weeks, through 
the arid and uninhabited waste, his cattle perishing successively, in al- 
arming numbers, unrd hfs arrival at Saurek Ouzen, north of Sabraun,on 
the same river, wlicre the army was seasonably and abundantly relieved. 
The river being at this period rendered impassable by the floods, be 

as detaiiK'd for some days at Saurek Ouzen; but tlie waters having 
at lenigth sufllciently subsided, a practicable ford was discoveied, 
at which the army effected a passage across by swimming. In the 
mean time, two of the followers of Eydekou^ one of the Ouzbek 
chiefs in the tram of Teymhr, deserted under cover of the night, and, 
although immediately pursued, succeeded in going over to join the 
enemy. 

The army, now proceeding in a western direction, continued its 
march without intermission to Kontchek Tauk, and from thence, an' 
interval of two nights intervening, to Oliigh Tauk , the one the 
lesser and the other the greater Tauk, or range of hills To the summit 
of this latter hillock, for such it must be esteemed since its elevation 
IS limited to filty cubits above the surrounding levels, Teymur immed- 
iately ascended .and.from thence surveyed the vast plains of Keptch- 
auk Tartary, which lay extended before him to an illimitable distance, 
covered by immense forests, intersected by many considerable rivers, 
and watered, in various parts by the most deiightiul springs and stream- 
lets. The Tohcghataian monarch remained on the summit of this 
hill for one whole day, having directed his army to collect and raise 
upon it, a vast pile of stones in the shape of a minaur, or pyramid; 
on which, as a memorial to other times, some of the most skilful 
stone-cutters were employed to engrave the date of his arrival on the 
spot.* . 

Leaving Oliigh Tauk, TeymAr, partaking as he advanced in the 
amusements of the chase, continued his march almost due north 
the banks of the river Beilanjouk, or Yelanjouk, which he crosse 
shortly afterwards; and from thence, in eight days and as many mg its, 

, conducted his troops to the station of Anakarghhi, or Anakanou, sai 

,by De la Croix to be situated in latitude 34, and in longitude 1^00, 

^of Terro. A considerable period was now expired since t e com 

* About the lltii of April, A. D. 1391. 
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winch they labored in other respects, the soldiers rejected with fas- 
tidious disdain the Jean, and carried off such only of their prey as 
were in the highest condition. Among the deer kind, which fell into 
their hands on this occasion, one species is mentioned that in magni- 
tude surpassed the buffalo, to which the Aloghfils as'^igned the nameof 
Kandeghhi, but known to the natives of Keptchauk, by that of Boken 
or Bukken In shoi t, the flesh of these several animals furriisshed to the 
army abundant subsistance for a considerable period. And to close his 
detail on this subject, the author proceeds to state, as a circumstance 
worthy of remark, that he found it recorded, in a narrative written ex- 
pressly forthe use of Meiran Shah, that in its passage through these im- 
measurable plains, the army xvas not a little delighted at night with 
hearing the rats and mice, on quitting their holes in the earth, singing 
in all the melodious strains of the nightingale. 

The business of the chase at an end, Teymur, before he continued 
his march, employed a further interval of two days in reviewing the 
different divisions of his army, and while he was yet deliberating 
whom he should prefer to lead the van, about to precede the main 
body at some distance, his grandson, Alahommed Sultan the son of 
Jahangueir, on his knees besought to be invested with that distin- 
guished command, a proof of ardoi, on the part of the prince, which 
was extremely acceptable to his grandsire, and bis request was with 
great cheerfulness accordingly acceded to. On the seventh dav ofthe 
latter Jummaudy,^ the period fixed upon by Aloulana Abdullah the 
chief of the astrologers, the young prince, accompanied by the several 
Ameirs appointed to assist him, proceeded forward at the head of th® 

advance, having received, from his grandsire, the strictest charge to 

most punctual in transmitting to the mam body, a report of every cir 
cumstance that might occur in the course of his march. When he 
accordingly crntinued to proceed onwards, for the space of two a) > 
some yet unextinguished fires in five or six different places, discove 
that they w^ere at last m the track of the enemy , and the circumsta 
was communicated with the utmost dispatch to Teymfir. In 
to this communication, the prince was further enjoined to ex 
utmost diligence to procuie guides, in order to trace the direc 

• About the lOth of Maj. 
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'which the parties who had left these fires might have withdrawn; and 
in gi nercil to omit no piecaution to guard against the attempts, and 
^ to discover the designs ot the enem}'. 

1 he bhahzddah upon this resumed his march, exploring everv spot 
as he advanced with the most careful circumspection; and having 
crossed the Toupel, one of the streams which unites with the river 
Teik before it disembogues into the Caspian, his scouts reported to 
him that they had fallen upon the embers ot not less than seventy 
ditFerent fires, but although they had traversed the neighboring desert 
in every direction that the}^ had not yet discovered the face of a single 
human being. This circumstance being also communicated to Tey- 
mur with the requisite dispatch, he proceeded across the Toupel, with 
his whole tcrce, and hastened to join the advanci d division. 

All endeavors to procure informationof the enemy, or indeed, further 
than what has been related, to discover the slightest vestige of the 
abode of man, having hitherto failed, although the desert had been 
explored by the Teymurian cavalry in every possible direction, the 
Tartar monarch, inspired by that auspicious destiny which appears to 
have been the inseparable companion ot his undertakings, at last chose 
from among his followers a Turkman chief of the name of Sheikh 
'DJloud, brought up amidst the sands and solitude of the immeasura- 
ble waste, and experienced in e\ery vicissitude of life, as well as in 
the hazards and difticulties which usually attend the prosecution of 
every great design, to renew the search for intelligence at the head of 
a small party of his bravest horse. On the evening of the third day 
of his departure, after riding each day with all the dispatch of which 
he was capable, this chief and his associates, to their no small satis- 
faction, discovered some Tartar cottages, and it was immediately resol- 
ved to conceal themselves for the night under cover of a neighboring 
eminence. At day dawn the next morning, a single horseman was seen 
to take his departure from these cottages, w'hom they suffered to pass 
the place of their concealment without alarm; but whom ,when he 
bad ridden to a sufficient distance from support, they pursued, and 
. having succeeded in securing, they conducted without delay to the 
presence of Teymur. 

To the inquiries of the Tcheghataian monarch, who immediately 
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A d! iSi. interrogate him with regard to what he knew of the afF.irs 

"llouzut-us- Touktemesh, the man replied, that a full month had now clap« d 
Suffa. since he had separated from his tribe and family, and taken up his 
abode on the spot where he became a prisoner, and that he possess jcl 
no information whatever to communicate uith respect to the Kiiaun, 
or his affairs; but, that on the very day of his seizure, ten horsi'mfn 
clad in armour, had arrived and taken post in the forest adjoining, 
although he had not yet been able to discover to what nation tlic\ 
belonged. Upon this, having directed that the remaining inhabitant'' 
of the Tartar hamlet might be brought without delay to the inipTi.il 
encampment, Tej miir, at the same time, dispatched Khomauri Y - 
ul, one of the exempts, distinguished for his undaunted spirit and 
activity, to seize the horsemen described to have taken post in the 
forest. In pursuance of his instructions the Y^essau ul, at the head ot 
the party under his orders, entered the forest, fearless of all danger, 
and after some resistance, in which several were put to the svori! 
succeeded in making prisoners of such as survived of the ten cavniicr", 
■whom he immediately conveyed to the imperial encampment; and the 
information obtained from these captives, regarding the situation of th' 
enemy, appears to have been so conclusive that Tt*^ niiir prosecuted lu' 
march without further delay. 
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orfl< nary places of transit. Tn consequence of tins resolution the army 
was, 111 the same hour again put in motion ; and having gained a conve- 
nient spot, the whole, both horse and toot, immediately proceeded to 
ford or swim the river, and, in the space of two days, the passage was 
completed without the slightest opposition. From thence, in a 
march of six days, he came to the river Semoui ; a branch, and 
probably the western branch, of the Teik. The scouts, who had been 
employed in advance of the army, now brought intelligence that they 
had heard the cries of the enemv, and, almost at the same hour, the 
Ameirzadah Mahommed Shltan brought before liis grandsire one of 
their soldiers whom he had recently taken prisoner, and who confessed, 
on his examination, that a great body of men had not long before been 
on that ground, but that they had suddenl3'^ decamped, on discovering 
indications ot the approach of a hostile force. 

The vicinity of the enemy being thus pretty clearly ascertained, 
Teymur immediately issued orders that no one should on any pretence 
presume to stray from his hazaurah and koushAn, and that no fires 
should be kindled during the night in any part of the army, which, from 
henceforward, continued to advance m regular and successive order, 
armed at all points and in constant preparation for battle. And with 
these precautions he led his troops to the Aeik, or Jaick, the next 
great river to the eastward of the Volga. On Saturday morning, the 
first of Rudjub,* having resolved to cross the Jaick without delay, 
Teyrafir took his station, on horseback, at the head of the bridge which 
had been thrown over the river, and having caused the advanced 
division, and the centre of the army, to file over before him, immed- 
iately followed in person, while the right and left wings eflfected their 
passage at a short distance above and below. 

' Not long after the passage of the river had been completed, the 
advanced parties seized three of the enemy, and brought them before 
Teymhr,and trom them it was now ascertained that, until appriz'^d of 
the circumstance by the two deserters from the division of Evd<^kou 
formerly noticed, Touktemesh Khaun was totally uninfomed of tbi= 
approach of theTcbeghataian armie§. That, however m 3 nffe=^Tsl; 3 rm 
ed atthe intelligence, he affected to treat it with nnconr^Tz.zzdzo bozst - 

• 2ud of June, 
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many myriads tlirougli mnd and clay; so that by the time they reached 
their encampment at night, the troops appeared, in general, greatly 
rationed bN their exertions. 

When matters had for a short time continued in this train, the 
advanced parties reporteil that three Koushdns, or squadron*:, of the 
enemy hail shewn themclvt s; and immediately afterwards that the 
main body nas in M^ht, in prodigious force. Teymur, arcompanied 
by some of his guards and attendants, now now rode forward, direct- 
ing that tlie arinv iniirht follow in order of b ittle. In the mean time 

O • ' 

a prisoner was secured and brought to the presence of the Tchegha- 
taian monarch, to a horn, on exunination, he alleged that it was the 
design of Touktemesli to lead his ad\crsarics as far as possible into 
the country, having received intelligence of the great scarcity whicli 
prevailed among the in\aders. Although this piece of information 
appears to ha\e been strictly conformable to the truth, the unfor- 
tunate man \\ as immediately put to death, and theAmeirs Sounjek 
Bahauder and Argliun Shah were sent on, in order to procure more 
certain intelligence. They returned, however, after proceeding for 
man} farsangs into the desert, without having discovered the slightest 
appearance of the enemy; and this circumstance w'as considered by 
the army at large, as an undoubted proof of the veracity of the pri- 
soners’ statement. 

The necessit}*^ of tracing the enemy’s movements and designs w'as 
however still urgent, and the next appointed, by Teymur, for the 
performance of that service, wms Mubasher Bahauder; wdiom he strictly 
charged to beware of rejoining the army, before he had efifectually 
attuned the object on which he was emploj'ed. In conformity w itli 
his orders Mubasher marched, accordingly, at the head of some chosen 
cavalry; and, in several stages, reaching theoutskirts of a large forest, 
he observed a column of smoke at some distance within. This he 
approached until several voices were overheard, on w'hich’one of the 
party was dispatched to discover w’hence they proceeded, and soon^ 
after returned with information, that they were within a short distance 
of an inferior party ot the enemy, w'hom, on this consideration, itw'as, 
immediately determined to attack. Although taken by surprise the 
enemj' were not overpow'ered wuthout making a gallant defence; buti 
VOL. III. 
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A D ISi ^vere ultimately defeated, and forty of them fell alive into the 
iTo uzut-us- of their assailants. \Fith these Mubaslier ronreived Imiis -lt 

suffa. authorized to return immediately to the presence of his sovt'rtM;:n, b\ 
whom he was loaded with caresses, and his associates adequ.itth 
rewarded. The captives, on their examination, could however onlv 
state that having repaired to the place of general rendezvous appointed 
for the armies of Keptchauk, on the lake of Kerekgoul, accoidiii!: to 
their instructions from Touktemesh Khaiin, their expectations Inti 
been strangely, and unaccountably frustrated, at not finding him on 
the spot; an<l that having, in consequence, wandered ever since u itlinut 
an object, through these pathless regions, their misfortunes had fimllv 
terminated in their capture by the Teymdrians, as recently clescnbnf 
With no assignable motive for such an act of barbarity, unless it UiU 
-to obviate every chance of their escape to give intelliicence to tli' 
enemy, these men, after communicating all they had to disclose, art'-' 
also put to death without the smallest remorse. 
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btlierwise occur during their march. In pursuance of their instructions A. H* 703 . 
these chiefs accordingly hastened in the direction leading towards the 
enemy; and after making their way across several streams, and through suffa. 
some heavy sloughs, swamps, and morasses, at last cast their eyes upon 
the scouts, or advanced cavalry, of the troopsof Touktemesh; of whom 
fifteen horsemen immediately separated from their associates, and rode 
forwards to meet the Teyrafinans. S£tein Temfir advanced on the 
part of the latter, and having held a short conference with the strang- 
ers, rejoined his companions; of whom the Mowlyjust mentioned 
was immediately sent oif to convey to Teymfir, with all possible dis- 
patch, the result of their observations. 

On receiving the intelligence ivhich this chief was employed to 
communicate, Eyku Teymfir, with a considerable body of horse, was 
directed by the TcheghatSiian monarch to approach the enemy; in 
order the more exactly to ascertain their force, and to attain an accu- 
rate survey of the position and arrangements of their camp. This 
distinguished commander departing then from the presence of his 
sovereign, and crossing the same waters and morasses, soon afterwards 
joined' the party formerly advanced; with whom he proceeded to the 
further execution of his orders. He had, however, not continued his 
march to any great dl^tance, when he discovered, on an eminence di- 
rectly in his front, a squadron of the troops of Touktemesh, who stood 
with apparent unconcern surveying the country around. A division 
of the force under EykO Teymflr immediately moved forward to dis- 
lodge the enemy, who retired on their approach; but, as &oon as the 
Teymfirians gained the summit which they had quitted, they beheld, 
on the plain on the oppositeside, not less than thirty koushhns, drawn 
outin formidable array, and prepared to give them battle. Taking post 
on the spot, the Teymftrians dispatched a person, withoutloss of time, 
to dcsciibe to their general the splendid spectacle, of a body of twelve 
or filteen thousand horse in order of battle, which lay before them. 

"Without a moments delay, Eykd Teymilr rode forward to the top of 
the hill, and, having from thence obtained a full view ot the superior 
force of the enemy, immediately perceived tbe necessity of retreating; 
for winch purpose he instantK gave orders, directing his people to 
recross the streams and morasses in his rear, without precipitation and. 
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A D Iw,. '"'■'^^elf, with a small body of hk Follow. 

ers, on the summit of the lull which interposed betwixt them and 
suSk. the enemy, to cover their retreat. 

As soon, however, as the enemy discovered that the principal part 
of his force had left him, and aware of the nature of the country mer 
which they were to make their retreat, in many parts obstructed by 
rivers and morasses, they proceeded to commence their attack upon 
the TeymArian general; who continued to maintain his ground, iritli 
immoveable firmness, until he could perceive that the mam body of 
his division had securely passed the bogs and morasses immediately 
in his rear. He then drew offhis small party; but being closely pur- 
sued. and both himself and his horse’soon after wounded by the arrows 
Which showered upon him from behind, he passed the first river with 
some difficulty, his horse dropping dowm dead, as soon as he had 
safely conveyed his master across. He was, however, supplied by his 
attendants with a fresh horse; but that also being mortallv wounded 
almost as soon as he was well fixed in his stirrups, the gallant chief 
W'as driven to his last resource. He turned upon his pursuers, and 
having as long as was practicable continued to ply them with his bou» 
finally betook himself to his sword; and with this he bravely defend- 
ed himself, until overpowered by numbers, he found, what he now 
alone sou2:ht for, the crown of martyrdom amid&t the weapons ot the 
enemy. Kerry M^lek the son of Yadgaur Berlas, Rrimzaun KHau- 
jah, and Mahommed Erlaut, threemore of Teymur’s mostdistinguish* 


ed captains nobly shared the fate of their leader on this occasion. 

Although too late for the rescue of these his faithful and devoted 
followers, Teymur, with admail body of his guards, now reached the 
banks of the stream which had been polluted by the recent conflict. 


He immediately directed the troops by whom he was accompanied to 
dismount from their horses, and to cioss the river on foot, repelling 
theenem}’’ beforethem witbtheirarrows. The Anieirs Hadjv Seyf-nd' 
dein and Jahaun Shah, who were in the tram of their sovereign at tins 

critical conjuncture.exerted themselves with conspicuous intrepiditv. 

The same is recorded of Ameir Hadjy the son of Hamcid, ^ 

jio more than .thirty men, precipitated himself on as many ‘'T' ' 

-£)f the enemy, whom he compelled to give way. Nedeilali i er ■ lan 
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niso, with Shah hTclrk the ‘?on of Togh.Vi Mirken, and six fivs:ered 
13av< zzid, exhibited the most di‘itmgmshed proofs oi undaunted cou- 
ra^c, and indefatigable pcrse\ erance, and. in fine, the enemy having 
been elfectualK lepolled by the united exertions of these invincible 
warriors, re>mur was at last enabled to withdraw' from the spot, and 
to return to bis camp without further loss, but, w'lth no other trophy 
ot Ins Mctorv, than three unfoitunate prisoners tvho had fallen alive 
into the hands ol the troops wdio attended him. 

Teymur proceeded, on his return to camp, to acknowledge, by the 
most distinguished marks of his favor, the merits of those brave men 
w'ho, regardless of the overwhelming superiority of the enemy, had so 
eminently signalized themselves on this occasion. On the w’hole, of 
the principal officers pcraflventure, he appears to have conferred the 
order of Terkhan, expressly enjoining,among othercircumstances, that 
the Yessawuls, Tchoubdaurs, or state messengers, should not in any 
case interfere to prevent their access to the imperial presence, whenever 
they required it, and confirming, to themselves and their issue, the 
ordinar) privilege first established by Jengueiz, on an occasion some- 
thing similar, that no criminal offence committed on their part, should 
be obnoxious to punishment, until nine times repeated. The surviv- 
ing relatives ot the gallant and devoted EykCl Teymfir, w'ere at the 
same time caressed, and consoled, in every way that could most con- 
spicuously evince the paternal solicitude of their sovereign to render 
them the peculiar objects of his bounty and benevolence, and the 
great seal, together w'lth that i\\q purwa^inah* , or butterfly, and all 
the exclusive privileges, distinctions, and immunities, enjoyed by the 
departed chief, were bestowed upon Ins adopted son'f Shah Melek, 
who w’as immediately advanced to the most distinguished honors of 
the empire. 

In this place the author is compelled to acknowledge that accord- 
ding to some historians, the Tcheghat&ian army was throw'ii into 
the utmost consternation by the death of Eykfi Teymfir, and the 

* Said to be, by De la Croix, a little seal in the shape of a butterfly, which the king of 
Persia made use of m his time. 

+ Pe-iser-e kolgliai It may perhaps be either the adopted son, or nejihcw, the translator 
can not determine whu.li. 
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destruction of the greater part of his division, with which it 
probably accompanied ; and that the succeeding night was passed 
under the most anxious and alarming apprehensions. It beinc;, 
however, almost six months since Teymhr had been continually 
moving in a northern direction, the troops found themselves under 
a parallel, in which, immediately after the sun was set, and before 
the twilight had yet ceased to render things visible, they clearly per- 
ceived the dawn of da^'’, in the opposite horizon ; the period of terror 
must, therefore, have been comparatively short. In the month of 
June, and in the latitude of 53 , thatof Serai, or Saratof, on the Volga, 
in the neighborhood of which the arm}' of Tej’^milr was now arrived, 
it is possible that the day should have appeared of a very surpnsing 
length, to the natives of a southern climate. At all events, the inter- 
val between sunset and sunrise, was of so short a duration, as to<:ti- 
persede the fifth course ot prayer — that before sleep; winch the laa 
has directed to be discontinued, whenever the sun pursues Ins cour<;e 
apinno- thfl northern constellations * 
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campmcnt, that In'? ndvancod parlies, and tliose of the enemv, were 
in actual contact. On this, with more than ordinary circumspec- 
tion, TeNmiir addressed himsidl to arrange Ins troops for the battle, 
:\\hich he concened to be immediatclv at hand. But, at the very 
Crisis at nhicli the hostile armies were thus about to close, the sky 
became suddenly overcast, and the long looked for coiitlict was again, 
tor a period of si\ da\s, unavoidably p(»stponed bj' a heavy fall of 
snon , accomjianied by a seventy of weather not often experienced ai 
such a season of the year. 

At the expiration of that period, how'ever, the w'eather cleared up, 
and on ^vonday, the fifteenth of Rudjub, of the seven hundred and 
ninety third of the hidjerah,’*' at a station called Kunderjah or Kan- 
dertchek, l'e\ mitr finally proceeded to dispose of his troops for battle, 
in seven Koushuns, or massy dnisions, in the following order. The 
first division, destined to act as the \angnard of the centre, w'as pla- 
ced under the command of Sultan Mahmfid Khaun, the titular so- 
^erelgh of the Tcheghataian possessions, the movements of this divi- 
sion w'ere, however, conducted by the skill of Ameir Suliman Shah, 
as lieutenant general. The second division, wdiich appears to have 
constituted the centre, or main body, subject to the immediate con- 
troul of Teyinilr, was consigned to the direction of the Shahzadah 
Sultan Mahommed, aided by some of the bravest and mo'?t skilful 
of the imperial commanders The third division, which composed 
the right wing of the main body, was placed under the orders of 
Meiran Shah, with Mahommed Sultan Shah, as lieutenant, and the 
fourth division, under Omar Sheikh, formed the left wing. The fifth 
division W'as consigned to the direction of Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein, and 
took post, as subsequent!}' appears, in advance of the' right w'lng ; 
and the sixth division, under the orders of Beirdy Beg the son of 
•Saur Bouga, aided by Khodadaud the son of Husseyne, and other 
gallant leaders, occupied a similar position in front of the left wing. 
Lastly, twenty Koushiins, dr great squadrons, selected from the bra- 
vest soldiers in the army, composed a seventh division, in the rear 
of the cenhe, of the main body, destined as a body of reserve, to act 
as emergency might require , and this, according to Dela Croix, wag 

* 16th of June. 
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immediately under the orders of Teymfir himself, who is, hv the 
same author, described to have taken post directly in the rear of, 
although at some distance'from, the centre division. Hence it noiild 
appear in eflfect, that the whole army was arranged into tv o lines 
of SIX massive divisions, with a seventh in reserve, but the stoMislh 
of these divisions can be only matter of conjecture they probabl) 
contained none of them less than twenty thousand horse. 

In this disposition, the Teymfirians awaited the approach of Touk- 
temesh; whose array soon appeared in view, disposed, accordinfj to 
De la Croix, into a centre, and two wings, and exhibiting the lorm 
of an enormous crescent. At such a crisis, nevertheless, in ortlt'r to 
evince the utmost possible contempt of the enemy, Teymur (lirocted 
his troops to dismount and pitch their tents ; and, witli every appeir* 
ance of unconcern, to light their fires, and proceed to prepare tlirir 
customary meal. When this circumstance was reported to him, Toi/k- 
temesh is said to have expressed some surprise at the conficlcnce, tlic 
audacity, which could employ aconjuncture so fullof dangerin uMtteri 
of such comparative indifference; and it was, therefore, with con^^ider- 
able anxiety foi the result that he proceeded to'issiie his final instriic- 
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<\Uack, led on by llndiN Sc} f-ud-dcin, at the bead of the vanguard 
ofibe right of the Tcunurians, against the left wing of the enemy, 
whirb was at fir'll thrown into considerable confusion, but the 
Tcvinilrians being greatly outflanked by their adversaries, and se- 
^eral squadrons approaching to cut into the rear of Hadjy Seyf-ud- 
dein’s division, Ameir daliaun Shah, w’lth part of the reserve under 
bis orders, hastened to repel, and eflectually foiled the attempt. 
Soon afterwards, the right wing of the mam body, under Meiran 
Sh.ih, also fill upon the left of Tonkteinesh, threw' it into disor- 
der, and drove it completely from its position. At the same time, 
Othnian the son of Abbas, with a small party of horse imme- 
diately altaclied to his person, in assailing three Koushfins of the 
enemy infinitcl}* superior in number, was thrown from his horse 
111 the heat of the conflict, but plied his bow with such rapidity 
and skill that he was soon enabled to remount, and to dispeise 
the light ca\aliy of the enemy, after they had begun to press most 
seriously upon him. Slicikh Ally Bahauder also, than whom on all 
occasions none more ardently courted the dangers of the field, was 
now equal!} forward in spreading confusion, and dismay, among the 
thickest ot the ad%orsc squadrons. Neither, at this period of the battle, 
was Omar Sheikh, at the head of the left w ing, less successful on his 
part in bearing down the right ot the enemy opposed to him; in 
w Inch he was conspicuously aided by the previous exertions of Beirdy 
Big, and Khodadaud the son of Hilsseyne, wdio bad pre-eminently 
distinguished themselves with the sixth division, or advanced guard 
of the left. 

So tar, the Teymfirians appear to have been triumphant in every 
part ot the battle , w’lien, apprehensive that he should be unable to 
resist the shock of the centre of his adversaries, led against him by 
Teymur in person, Touktemesh, determined on a lateral movement 
to his right, in order to 'attack the division under Omar Sheikh, at 
this time successfully engaged in that quarter. But in the execution 
of his design, meeting from that prince wuth a resistance, equally firm 
and intrepu', lie found it convenient to transfer the fury ot his attack 
upon ^heikh Temtir, and the hazaurahs, or chiliads, ot the tube ot 
Selduz; whom, although he suffered at first considerable annoyance 
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ilouzutus'* succeeded in penetrating entirely through, between them and the left 
.tufia. wing, he took up a position exactly in the rear of the centre of the 
main body. Here he deliberately drew up his troops, and stood 
prepared to repel the storm which was collecting around him; and 
in this position he was shortly afterw^ards attacked by the division of 
Omar Sheikh, advancing, however, against him, with a precaution 
which bespoke their sense of his power, under cover of their bucklers/ 
In the mean time, having been led to a considerable distance, in 
pursuit of the troops whom he had driven before him from the cen* 
.tre, the danger which menaced his rear, from the bold and unexpected 
manoeuvre put in practice by Touktemesh, was announced to Tey- 
mhr, by one of the Touatcheis, and the intelligence was presently 
confirmed by a message from Omar Sheikh. On this the victorious 
monarch immediately stopped short m his career, and returned ivitli* 
out a moment’s delay, to dissipate by his presence the growingmi'^* 
chief ; for it seems that Touktemesh no sooner beheld the appro.irh 
of the imperial umbrella, than his steadiness entirely forsook him; ))i3 
arm became palsied in its exertions, and the punishment of ingrati- 
tude descended upon him in all its liorrois. With feelings of regret 
and sorrow, a thousand fold accumulated //le smse of guiH, 
continues the author, < he abandoned his hopes of empire, and 
glittering appendages. of wealth and power, and committed liiiiiself 
without alternative, to' the complicated evils of a perilous and igno- 
minious flight; and the w'hole race of Jujy Khnun, partaking in In? 
discomfiture to .its fullest extent, were driven in disastrous pliglib 
to consult their-safety at a distance far remote from the abodes of 
' their predecessors, and the scenes of domestic enjoyment. 

Encampingon the field of battle, Teymur was at leisure to rcccoc 
the congratulations of the princes of his blood, and of his other 


generals of every class ; whose exertions on 


this dreadful day, 1*^ 


did not fail to reward with royal munificence. After which scl*cf 
ing seven out often from among the soldiers of the whole of ti- 
army, he dispatched them in pursuit of the enemy. According y 
• The larger and bmaller buckler, u the iutcrpretation invariably by Ve h Cr.n 


The 

to the words Tour aud Tebepper. 





123 


\Mlh hcart*^ iii'liirntod ngain'^t ovary ‘?ontimont of morcy andluimani- 
t\ , these inim'-ior^' ('I Nonuoanco proceeded, with tiie celerity of liglit- 
nma, to carr\ into exerulion the orders of their sovereign, and hence, 
in the words of our aiitlior. with the sword of vengeance impelled by 
the hand of ineMtahle de><tinv in their rear, and the impassable vo- 
lume of the Att(d, or Volga, in their front, it will not be difBcult to 
conceive how' small a proportion of the blood-boltered remnant of 
the recent carnage could escape this two-fold danger. The spoil 
which fell into the hands of the \ ictorions Tcymunans, on the field 
of battle, and during a pursuit of forty leagues according to De la 
Croi\, in captiNes, in cattle, and in property of every description, 
exceeded all calculation, and abundantly remunerated the conquer- 
ors for all their fatigues and exertions. 

It has formerly appeared, that Kounjah, or Kounje Oghlan, and 
Temer Kutlug Oghlan, of the imperial race of Jiijy Khaun, together 
■with Eydeku, one of the most distinguished chieftains attached to 
that dinasty, had withdrawn, some years since, from the standard of 
Touktemesh, and enrolled themselves under that of Teymflir ; from 
■\^hom they experienced a very liberal and honorable reception, and 
a rapid advancement to the most exalted dignities in his pow'er to 
“bestow. But an opportunity thus offering, now that Touktemesh 
had so narrowly escaped from the scene of blood and disconifiturej 
they could not forbear to solicit the permission of their august bene- 
factor to seek, and reassemble, their native tribes, at present dispersed 
abroad by the events of a calamitous period, and to unite them under 
the influence of Ins more powerful destiny. 

To a proposal so apparently reasonable Teymdr acceded Without 
difficulty; and the tw'o Shahz&dahs,* as w'ell as the other Ouzbek 
chief, were respectively put in possession of the imperial letters pa- 
tent, by which the Tcheghataian officers were strictly forbidden, in any 
shape, to interrupt or molest their proceedings, or those of their fol- 
low'ers; and their respective tribes were generally exempted from the 
payment of the Khaun, or perhaps Ghaun,aparticular impost, orbranch 
of the revenue, the nature of which is not explained. With these 
patents they all three departed, highly rejoiced, in order to carry into 
' ■ They were the sons of the former sovereign of Keptchauk. 
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A 'd' i.- mi (I)osG plnns which they had severally in view, but which, 

Ifoti/ut'us'. in two of the three, terminated very difTerently from what 

sulln. had been so ‘.peeioirsly profobsed. For, after joining and collecting 
together the individuals of their tribes in formidable strength, Temur 
Kull.ig Oghlan and Kydeku, instead of leading them as they bad 
engaged to do, to join the Teymilrian armies, proceeded, the former, 
plunging into the boundless regions of K'eptchauk, to prosecute bis 
own licreditary claims on the throne of Jujy, and the latter, giving 
scope to the possiblj'’ long cherished designs of independence, drew 
ofl his retainers in a di/ferent direction, each, at the same time, 
equally forgetful of the lies of gratitude which, if example had not 
so ficqiiently proved how frail in the career of ambition, seem to have 
claimed a more generous return for the numerous bounties of Tey- 
niiir. Kounjah Oglilan alone, who had, indeed, been adm/tted to 
a more Intimate share in the confidence of the TcheghatAian monarch, 
lionorably fulfilled the expectations of his henefactor,by returningwith 
the few' adherents w'hom he had fallen in with, in exploring his native 
solitudes, to the impenal camp; w'here he experienced that reception 
to which, by his scrupulous adherence to liis engagements, he appears 
to have been justly entitled. 

Teymur proceeded, in the mean time, to follow the troops whom 
he had dispatched in pursuit of the enemy, and finally reacliing the 


banks of the Volga, he there encamped, on the plains of Aourtoupa? 
celebrated as well for their verdure and fertility, as for having been 
the favorite abode of Jfijy Khaun, and of the princes his successors. 
On this chosen spot he determined to await the return of bis generals, 
who success! vely rejoined him with an immense, booty, from which 
five thousand male and female captives, distinguished for their beauty, 


and symmetry, were inparticular selected for the service of the imperi- 
al household. Delighted with the amenity of the surrounding rural sce- 
nery, with the richly enameled meadows, and chrystal streams, which 
brought to mind, and seemed to give reality to, the enchanting descrip 
tions of paradise, and its fountain of everdunng life and bhss, Tey- 

• According to the sketch prefixed to De la Croix's work, these plains are situated 

about ten leagues above Serdi, and on the opposite or left bank of the Volga , i i 
weiave generally understood that toupa signifies a hill, and not a plain. 
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nu’ir conlinucflon Uic pinin'; of Aourtoiipa for a period of six and t\\ en- 
t\ da\ s, parncipatui" m illi Iiis \ irtorions uarnors in those enjoyments 
and recreations, ^^h^^ll might appear, perhaps, equally necessary to 
obliterate the recollection of past fatigues, and to reconcile them to 
the contemplation of Inlnrc dangers and exertions. 

HaMiicr thus brought his enterprise to a consummation ■which, to 
his paiieg\nst might, perhaps, in glor\, appear to surpass the bright- 
est achievements of the most puissant monarchs of preceding times, 
and few of the adverse hordes of Koptchauk, \\heihcr on the adjoin- 
ing plains, or m the islands of the Volga, haMng escaped the ven- 
geance of Ins troops, Tevmur commenced his march back again,* for 
tbe metropolis of his domnnonb On this occasion, the boundless 
plains o\cr nhich he passed arc said to have been covered, to an as- 
tonishing distance, bt tbe arm\ , and b}' the immensity of the train 
by winch it was accompanied, consisting of a \ast multitude of cap- 
li\cs of both sexes, of sheep and cattle of every description, and of 
the Khergah-e-kouthermah, or portable pavilions set upon wheels, f 
which the triumphant Tcynninans brought away with them in great 
numbers. Here again tlie author is compelled to notice that while 
the Tchcghat,aian armies were encamped on their return, on the 
banks of the Tcik, Kounjah Oghlan, averse also to the idea of quitting 
Ins native abodes m these free and extensive regions, and receiving 
information that Ins countrymen bad raised tbe Shalizadah Temer 
Kullug, to the throne of the Khauns of Keptchauk, w'as suddenly 
seized with the desire of \isiting the camp of, and of tendering his 
ser\ices to the new sovereign , and thus suffering himself to be se- 
duced from his engagements, he embraced the earliest opportunity of 
withdraw’ing from the presence of Tej mur, and of repairing to join Ins 
countrymen. Teymur now recrossed the Teik, with the whole of 
his army.; but having continued his march at the head of his troops fora 
few leagues, he determined to leave the mam body with the baggageand 
heavy equipments, in charge of Hadjy Seyf-ud-dem, and to make the' 

• Possiblv about the 15th of Julj. 

•V Tbe ruts of these wheels are described by Tlubruquis an European traveller of tbe 
13lh century, to have been twenty feet asunder, and the axle trees of the size of an ordi- 
nary vessel’s mast, thej were drawn by two and twenty oxen, eleven a breast. 
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A D.’ 1392. ^ splendid arrangements finally dispatched, the attention ot' 

“Rouzut-us- directed to mature his plans ibr the more effectual sub- 

sufia. jugation of the western provinces of the Persian empire ; which ter- 
minated in the expedition, by historians, called the expedition of five 
years. During the absence of the imperial armies in Keptchauk, on 
the recent occasion, many of the provincial rulers, and governors of 
towns had, as it is alleged, availed themselves of the opportunity to 
depart from their obedience, and to usurp an authority winch set at 
defiance the regulations prescribed for their conduct, by thepohci of 
Teymfir. In vindication ot his power, it became, therefore, a measure 
of necessity, with the latter, to lead his armies once more througlulic 
country, in order to chastise these refactory chieftains, and to deter 
others, by the example, from the commission of similar acts of disloi- 
alty and usurpation. With these objects in view, the Tchegliataian 
monarch again quitted the territory of Samarkand, at the head ofliis, 
troops, on the seventh of the month of Rudj'ub, of the )ear senen 
hundred and ninety four,* and on the first of the succeeding monlb 
of Shabaun,t he encamped at Bokhara. 

Here he experienced some alarming symptoms. of approacliiiig in- 
disposition, which did not, however, prevent him from prosecuting In’ 
march without delay to JCuzez, or Juidez,:j:a dependency on thesvinii-* 
city of Bokhara. But his disorder having, by this time, fastened upon 
him with a considerable degree of violence, it was thought expedient 
to dispatch to Samarkand, in order to require the attendance of tin’ 
two consorts, Ser^i Melek Kbaunum, and Touman Agha, \Mtli ln< 
daughter, Stiltan Bukht Begum, and such of the princes of the hM 
as were at the momentabsent from the impeiial camp. Orders vet' 
at the same time transmitted to recal the Ameirzadah Malioniin* 
Sfiltan the son of Jahangueir, vhohad already crossed ilie.ftOiin 
at the head ot the vanquard of the army ; hut ufiitfi fie uas nou < 
reeled to leave encamped, at whatever station these order-* mi^'lit 
delivered to him. 

The disorder of his grandfather having taken, however, a f.nor ^ 
turn, about the fifteenth ot Shabaun,§ Mahomrnf d bultan 

^ 27th of Maj, 1J92. + 2mh of Jun. ; Juunr, ,*ou!.l f- 

^ 4tii of Juh. 
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to resume his station with the advanced division; and on the sixth 
of Ramzaun*, TeymAr was himself sufficient!}’’ lecovered to proceed 
on the expedition. On his arrival at the station ofOmayah, perhaps 
Amou, or Amfiyah, on the Oxus, he dismissed the princesses of the 
imperial famfly on their return to Samarkand, and, shortly afterwards, 
his younger son Shahrokh for the same place. Teymiir then crossed 
the Jeyhfln, and prosecuting his march by Makaun and Abiwerd, after 
successive stages finally came up with the advanced division under 
Mahommed SAltan at KhabAshaun, on the road to Asterabad; the 
prince Peir Mahommed, and Araeir Jahaun Shah, having already 
joined previous to hi's arrival. 

Briefly noticing that having received, at Khabfishaun, a visit, and 
most sumptuous entertainment from his daughter-in-law, Khaunzadah 
the widow of Jahangueir, who had made a journey from Her^t for 
the purpose, the narrative proceeds to state that Teymiir continued 
his march to the banks of the river of JArjaun, and there encamped. 
The venerable Seyud Berrekah, w ho had been formerly dispatched on 
a mission into Mazanderaun, here returned to the presence of Teyraiir, 
accompanied by Seyud Gheyauth the son of Kummaul-ud-dein, with 
a splendid selection of the rarities of Tebristaun, and assurances of 
submission, and of his readiness to become tributary, on the part of his 
father. Teymflr received him with his usual liberality, and accepted 
of the proposals of which he was the bearer, and proceeding -soon 
afterwards to Asterabad, he there experienced the most zealous and 
essential services from Peir Padshah the son of Lokman Padshah,' 
and grandson of Togha Teymur Khaun, whom, on the death -of his 
father, he had invested with the government of that place and the 
adjoining territory. 

Leaving Asterabad and having continued his progress westward 
for three marches, TeymAr found his course impeded by the thick, 
and almost impermeable forests with which the country was overgrown. 
Through these he therefore caused the troops to cut for themselves 
three great roads, or avenues, each a bowshot wide, for the passage 
of. as many columns, into which he threw the centre and wings of 
his army, and in this disposition he presssed gradually forwards until 

* 24th Julj. 
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he penetrated to Yaurirah, most probably Saury. Here it wasascer- 
_ tamed iliat Seyud Kummaul-ud-dein, notwithstanding his recent 
professions, had fled the country, and retired for protection to Seyud 
liezzy- ud-dein, at Mahaunehser; which'is described as a Kerreiali, 
or obscure town, on the Caspian shore, about four farsangs, or Persian 
leagues fiom Am61. Adjoining to this town, or at a very short distance 
from it, they had bestowed considerable pains in fortifying a lofty hill, 
possibly projecting into the sea, by which it was defended on one 
side, and on the other by a tremendous chasm nearly a mile broad, 
which at high water, or in tempestuous weather admitted the tide. 
They had, moreovei , added considerably to the strength of theirposition, 
by an enormous abbatis, composed of large trees laid side bv side, 
with thebranebes outwards strongly interlaced, and exhibiting al! the 
advantages of an exterior line of defence. To this place, at all events, 
at the period under consideration, the governors and principal inliabi* 
tants of Saury and the neighboring towns, had together with them- 
selves conveyed their treasure and most valuable eflhcts of every des- 
cription; and it IS accordingly said to have contained, in gold and 
silver alone, property to an amount beyond ordinary calculation. 

These considerations appear to have rendered the place an object 
altogether worthy of the exertions of Teymf^r; and he accordingly 
continued his march, the troops still cutting- their way through the 
forests, and making their passage with indefatigable perseverance, 
over the sloughs and morasses, to tho city of Amhl, From thence the 
Gheyauth-ud-dein recently mentioned was dispatched to Mahaune 
ser, in order to dissuade his father from his rash plans of resistanc , 
and if possible to prevail upon him to commit his person to the is* 
cretion of the Tcheghataian monarch. In the mean time, the impe 
army did not cease to advance, in spite of a thousand obstacles r 
the nature of the conn try, forming for their numerous cavalry a 
over the stagnant waters, marshes, and sloughs, by overlaying 
with hurdles, branches of trees, thorns, and dry underwoo » or 
light materials. With the utmost possible exertion their 
nothowever, in many places, exceed half a Persian leaguem t ' ^ 

of the day. Nevertheless, the woods and forests at letign 
, disappear before the unwearied labours of the soldier, and 
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country expanded into one boundless view, like the clear and unin- 
cumbered levels of the desert. 

On the twenty sixth of Zilkaudah* the advanced parties came m 
contact with the scouts of the enemy; and a sharp skirmish ensued, m 
which HAsseyne Khaujah the son of Sheikh Ally Bahauder was killed. 
Two daj's afterwards Seyud Kummaul-ud-dein, accompanied, as it 
would appear, by his brother Moulana Emmaud-ud-dem, came from 
Mahaunehser, and was admitted to an audience with Teymur, whom 
with the ysual professions of amity and zeal, he humbly solicited to 
be received to pardon. The monarch frankly announced to him that 
he was very ready to accede to his intreaties; but it was on the express 
condition that, together with the arrears of tribute of which the pay- 
ment had been suspended, both he and all the chiefs in insurrection 
should immediately send to the Tcheghatkian camp, each one of his 
sons respectively, to remain in constant attendance about the person 
of the sovereign, in order that by their experience of those proofs of 
kindness and indulgence uniformly bestowed upon their children, the 
parents might be induced, with the greater confidence, to place them- 
selves under his protection. This stipulation, made known to the 
garrison and inhabitants of Mahaunehser, produced, however, on their 
part, only fresh and more determined indications of hostility, and the 
most active and vigorous measures became therefore expedient for 
their speedy subjugation. For that purpose, Peir Padshah the prince 
of Asterabad, Arghun Shah Bourdaleighy, Nadir Shah Karakouly, 
and other commanders, with the slingers of wild fire, and a division 
of boatmen brought from the Oxus, were dispatched by Teymur to 
the shore of the Caspian, with instructions to seize all the vessels 
they could find, in which they were to assail the place by water, at 
the same time that the imperial armies were carrying on their attacks 
from the land side. 

Having been successful in the seizure of a great number of vessels 
of different descriptions, these commanders, accordingly, embarked 
their troops u ithout delay, and exhibited to the astonishment of their 
adversaries, the sea co\ered to a considerable distance by the glittering^ 
armour, and suordsand lances of their besiegers, while their ears were 

* lull of October. 
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hut, n*: It h.ul reached tlie eTr-? of the roiujtieror, from "eneral report, 
tliat the n.itixe*^ of the munirv were, for the niujor part, Fedaeis, or 
zealots de\ote(l to the detestahle pniieiples of 1 1 usmin Sahah — that 
thev persecuted with iii\ eter.ite nt dignit\ all on whom they roiild 
delict the sliuhlest \ rsiiee efnn attnehmenl to the studies of religion 
— that e\ i n a paceof manuscript found on the person of the most inno- 
cent stranger was, with lluse s.ua::e enthusiasts, sufficient to his 
condemnation — their e\terminalion was resoUed on, and n decree 
w Inch de\ oicd them to nidiscnminate massacre w as issued on the spot, 
c\ cr\ nuh\ idual w ho hore the nameof Se\ ud heing, how ever, expressly 
cxemptetl from Us operation '1 he eNecution of this sanguinary 
mandate was committid, in consideration of the recent death of his 
sonllus,c\ne Khainah, to Sheikh \11\ nahaiider, united w ilh Amcir 
Kskiinder Shcikhv, whose fatlu r Afransiah .Icllaeir had been formerly 
cm ofl' h\ the disciples of 5e\ iid ICowanm-nd-dcin ; and a horrible 
and disgusting slaughter was the immediate result. Shortly after 
this, Sevnd Knmmaul-nd-dein, with the whole of his family, was 
convcNcd across the Caspian to Khanrezm, his sons, ScmkI Murtezza 
aiidSevud Midullah, being nhimatel\ transported through Samarkand, 
to TiUishkeiit on the other side of the Sr \ him. 

The conquest ol Mazaiidcrauii being now considered as complete, 
messengers w ere dispatched to c\ ery quarter of the impel lal dominions, 
to .mnounce the event , those w ho proceeded to Samarkand com e} ing, 
at the same lime, to the sc\cral branches of the Teymurian family, 
thechoiccst siiccimens of the bool vat Mahuunchscr, Amul, and Saury, 
and a summons to repair to the presence Accordingly, as soon as 
intelligence of the triumphant issue of the expedition w-as thus com- 
municated at the metropolis, Shah Rokh, and Ins nephew K haled, 
the son of Meiran Shah, with the queen consort Serai Melek Khaun- 
um, the mirzas Rustum and Sultan liusseyne, tlie latter being the 
son of Ameir Moussa by one of the daughters of Teyinilr, as also 
Beggy Siiltan the daughter of Meiran Shah, Touman Agha, and other 
illustrious females, prepared w’lthout delay, to comply wuth the invita- 
tion of their common parent and sovereign. 

In the mean time, duiing the month of Mohurnm of the seven 
hundred and ninety fifth of the hidjerah,* Te^unur had given orders 

• November 1392 
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I’amW co"s‘™ction ofa winter palace at Shasemnaun, in the femforj. 

“Touzut-us- he arrived on the twentieth of the same month;* 

sufla. having conferred the government of Saury on Jemsheid Kaurin a native 
ofFarsSj and that of AmhI on Eskunder Sheikhy the son of Afrausiab, 
recently mentioned. Here he fixed bis abode either in or near the 


new palace, of which his architects and artificers were still employed 
in the construction; and hence the Towatcheis proceeded to different 
cjuarters, in order to hasten to his presence reinforcements of fresh 
troops from all parts of the empire. The members of the imperial family 
who had, m the mean time, been summoned to join him, quitted Sam- 
arkand on thefourth, or more probably on the twenty fourth of thepre- 
cedingmonthofZilhudge,fand proceeding with all convenient dispatch 
across the Jeyhfin, came to Makhan, and from thence to Hendflaun, 
where leaving their heavy baggage, they pursued theirj'ourney dayaad 
night without intermission, for thirteen days and nights successively, 
until they reached the station of Tchelwaun, in the neighborhood of 
Jfirjaun, to the north east. Thither Teymiir had already hastened 
to meet his relatives; with whom, exhibiting every' proof of delight 
and satisfaction, he now proceeded to the new palace at Shasemnaun. 

The active habits of Teymfir did not, however, permit him to remain 
long in indolent repose. On the twenty fourth of SuffurjJ he again 
put his troops in motion westward; leaving in the proportion of three 
tenths of the whole [the manuscript affirms seven tenths] to protect 
his baggage and heavy equipments, in charge of the Ameirs Yadgaur 
Berlas, Jahaun Shah, Shums ud-dein Abbas, Hadjy Mahmdd Shah, 
and Ouje Khra Bahauder, who had instructions to follow the mam 
body, by easy stages. The princesses Tchelpan M^lek, Shltan Agha, 
and Nigaur Agha were selected, from among the ladies of his family. 
to accompany him on this occasion. Mahoramed Sdltan and Ins 
brother Peir Mahommed, the sons of Jahangueir, had been already 


gent forward with an advanced division of the army; Shah Rokh now 
followed with another division; after which Teymfir in person, at the 
head of the main body, moved in the same direction, taking the road 
which led, by a summer retreat belonging to Aineir WuHy o 

Mazanderaun, in the intervening hills, to Damaghaun, Semnaun, an 
' 5lli of December. t 10th of November. J Olh of Janu^n, 1.W3. 


l;3.3 

Ilc\, al all plnco'^ tlir tronp'; \\en* regularly furnislicd with the 

ru co‘!‘:nrv 'JupplK*; of ‘:uh';l‘^^.u 1 ^c. 

The pniicis IVir Mahommed and Mahomincd Sfiltan nd\anced, 
!n the incau liuio, to KarM'in, the frojitier town of Irak Aj<*ni, tow- 
ards Giiil'm; of\\lucli tlie po\ernor Ivhaujah Shehsownur, had by some 
accident or otlicr fallen into their lininK, and u.is now conveyed by 
their orders to the presence of Teemtir They directed ihcir march 
next for Shltanniah, jnst at the crisis when, on the death of its legiti- 
mate Jiovcrnor, one ol the ofTicers ol the deceased, of the name ofArteg 
Shah, had assumed the command, hnt w ho absconded on the approach 
of the shnlwadahs. 'l'he\ remained at Shltanniah for seven days, at 
the conclusion of w Inch the} werenqain in motion, apparently directing 
their courbc for Arabian Irak and Ilaghdad, at this period still in the 
possession of Sultan Ahmed.Inllaeir, bnt,w hen they had already enter- 
ed Kurdcstann, a messenger from Teymur overtook them with instruc- 
tions to proceed by the way of,Ieijmanl,or Jcitchmaul. They returned 
accordingl} from that part of Kurdcstann, taking the direction w’hich 
leads towardsthc fortress ofSnnkcr, or Sankar, described to ha\e stood 
on the summit of a mountain, on the frontier between Khrdcstann and 
Azerbaiioun, the troops being cmpIoNcd to plunder, and lay w’astc the 
country, on all sides as they prosecuted their march. A second mes- 
sage from Teymur now arrived with orders to re-enter Khrdestaun, 
in pursuance of the loriner plan of operations. On this they appear 
to ha\e resumed the route to Jcijmaul, or Jeitchmnul; and having 
penetrated to the mountain of Reissetoun, they thence detached a 
part of their force, under Sounjek Bahauder, Temour Kliaujah the 
son of Aukbouga, and Mhbasher, in order to over-run the country as 
far as it w^as practicable. In the mean time, they shaped their owji 
course for Derbend-e-Taushy , a defile, or strong pass of that name, 
in the mountainous region not far from Ekhlaut, w'here they finally 
encamped. 

At this station, animated by his hopes to be put in possession of 
the governmentof the country, and professing to be perfectly acquaint- 
ed with eNery road that led through it, one of the native chiefs pre- 
sented himself to the shahz^dahs, and undertook to 1be their guide 
through this part of KArdestaun. He was favorably received by 
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Mahommed Si^ltan, who accepted of Ins offer; and having presented 
him with a girdle and baldric, a sum of money and a dress of honor, or 
Khelaut, determined to give him an immediate opportunity of proving 
his zeal, by employing him as Tcherklitchei or master of the guides 
to Sheikh Ally Bahauder, who was proceeding in advance with a 
detachment of the imperial troops • and Sheikh Ally, accompanied by 
this Kflrd, marched shortly afterwards on the service for which he 
had been selected. He had not, however, been long absent, when he 
experienced some very seasonable and acceptable pieces of service 
from Ibrauhim Shah, the legitimate, or reigning prince of KArdestaun; 
who dispatched his son Siiltan Shah, at the same time, with a valuable 
present, consisting of Arabian horses and other costly and suitable 
accompaniments, to the camp of the Shahzkdahs. Having acceded 
to the overtures conveyed to him on the part of Ibrauhim Shah 
Mahommed Si^ltan dispatched a messenger to recal Sheikh Ally Babau- 
der, and the latter ivas accordingly on his return, and unsuspectingly 
seated at one of his repasts, when the Ord, whose hopes had been 
frustrated by the recent accommodation, availed himself of the oppor- 
tunity to plunge his knife in the bosom of this braye and experienced 
commander, distinguished by so many illustrious actions, and killed 
him on the spot. 

Having made a fuither selection from among his troops, at Rey, 
and leaving the remainder under the orders of Meiran Shah to await 
the arrival of the mam body and heavy baggage, Teymur proceeded, 
across the territory oflr^k Ajem in a south west direction,' towards 
Roujerd, perhaps Ouroujerd, about fifty leagues south east of Hama- 
daun. Omar Sheikh, with his division, pursued a course more directly 
to the west, passing by Koushek Tchobaun,* and the town of Awah, 
or Avah, to the fortress of Keyou, on a mountain northwest of the 
latter pkce-about eighteen leagues. Of this he immediately commen- 
ced the attack, and finally made himself master. Possessing himself 
of the person of Mahommed Koummy the governor of Keyou, the 
ShahzMah hastened the following day to Meroun, or Mervan, about 
five and twenty leagues east-south-east of Hamadaun, the town being, 
quietly surrendered at his approach, by Muzuffur Bilrhauny, th.e. 

* Possibly Kiosb, N. W. of Rey. 
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ZMcktauf, said by De la Croix on the authority of the ziiffui n^unah, 
to consist of twenty eight larger and as many smaller arciies, possibly 
one above anotho, and described as the most cuiious and admirable 
monument of ancient architecture then in cMstence. 

After having continued the pursuit of Alelek Ezz-ud-dein as far 
as the fortress ot Menkerah, on the road to Waiisset on the Tic^iis. 
Omar Sheikh here rejoined his father, to whom he reporu d the total 
failure of his attempt to oveitake the fugiiive prince Meiran Shah, 
who had been directed, in the mean tune, to conduct the heavy equip- 
ments of the army along the opposite side of the mountains of Irak 
Ajem, appeared at the head of Ins cavalry before Kashaun; about 
thr( eda\ s journey north of Isfahaun,and celebrated tor its manufacto- 
ry of poicelane, with which the houses in Persia are said to ha\ebeen 
then covered. Melouk the Serbedaunan, u ho had fled from Khoras- 
saun from the vengeance of the Shahzadah, as mentioned on a former 
occasion, was at this period go\ ernor of tlie ton n, on ihe part of Shah 
ISIunstlr monarch ofShirauz. On the pieseiit occasion, be \\as no 
sooner apprized of the appearance of ISIeiran Shah than hedeteimined 
on submission, and on imploring forgiveness for his past offences. 
The Shahzadah yielded without much difficulty to his intreaties, and 
he soon afterwards quitted Kashaun, and enrolled himself in the tram 
of that prince. ISIeiran Shah then returned to resume his station 
with the incumbrances, of the army, committed to his care. On the 
other hand, Omar Sheikh who had been again detached to the west- 
ward, appeared in the neighborhood of Haweizab, or Ahhauz, which 
was abandoned on his approach, by the person who commanded under 
the authority of Shah MunsAr. 

To retuin to Teymur, that monarch appears to have passed the 
celebrated bridge of ShapiSr, and to have encamped on the opposite 
side of the Aubzaul, at the town of Dezhfull, on the sixteenth day 
of Ins depaiture from Khorremabad. The delidaur, or village prefect, 
whose name was Shums ud-dein, might possibly, as stated by the 
author, have considered it as an instance of particular good fortune to 
have been admitted to the presence of the conqueror, although at the 
expence ot twenty ass loads of silver, which he lodged by way of 
peishkfesb, m the hands of the imperial treasurers. 
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Witbout further delav, Tej^milr proceeded to the ancient metropo- 
lis ot Tuster, in the neighborhood 6t which he was presently joined 
by the princes Mahommed Sultan, and Peir Mahoinmed, from Kur- 
destaiin. In the mean tune, Ally Kotewaul, and Esfendiaur, the 
two chiefs who commanded at Tuster in behalf of Shah Munsur, 
having abandoned the place and retreated to Shirauz, the government 
was conferred on a citizen of Subbuzwanr, of the name of Khaujali 
blahmud, which with other arrangements dispatched, Teymur direct- 
ed his views towards the Kellaseffeid, or white fortress, northwest of 
Shirauz, which he had determined to reduce before he should finall}'^ 
approach that capital. Rut as the author has in this place omitted 
to recapitulate the operations w'hich ensued, to the defeat and death 
of Shah Munsur, as already described in his fourth volume, we have 
conceived it of sufficient importance to supply the omission, from 
the English translation of De la Croix’ woik, the history of Tinnir- 
Bcc. 

“After the INIirzas Mahommed SOltan, and Peir Mahommed were 
returned in tiiumph from Derbend-e-Taushy Khautun, to the imperial 
camp without Thster, Teymiirsent Sounjek Bahauder to Haw'eiza to 
summons the Mirza Omar Sheikh to court, after which having made 
himself master of Tuster, he consigned the government of that place 
to Khaujah Mussaoud Subbuzw’aury, to maintain there the troops of 
Subbuzw'aur which he commanded At length on the twent}’^ fifth of 
the latter Rebbeia,^ of the seven hundred and ninety fittb of the hid- 
jerah, wdiich answ'ers to the Moghul jear of the hen, Teymur at the 
head of a division of the army marched w ith diligence tow'ards Shirauz, 
and on the road dispatched a second express to Omar Sheikh, wdio 
had taken possession of Haw'eiza, to inform him that the emperor’s 
orders w’ere that he should follow' him to Shirauz, with the bao-srao-e 
and main bodyofthe army. On the twenty seventh of thesamemonthf 
he crossed the river Dodannkeh, and tw'o days afterwards encamped 
on the bank of that of Shouroukan Kendah. On the first of the 
former Jummaudy.iJ: he w'ent to encamp at Ram Hormuz, w'here the 
Atabek Peir Mahommed, prince of upper Liirrestaun, came to kiss 
the foot of his throne, and offer him presents, to wdiich honor he was 
• 8th of March 1393 10th of March. J J3th March. 
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A.D*. W93. through the mediation of the great Ameirs, and being well 

De Ja Croix, by the emperor, he attached himseJf to the court. Teym6r 

took horse about noon of the same clay, passed the river of Ram Hor- 
mhz, and encamped on the other side.” 

“On the second of the month he encamped on the river Fey, and 
on the third, after having marched all the preceding night, he went to 
encamp on the plains of Zohra. On the fourth he passed by Kerdes- 
taun,^ crossed the Aubarghdn, and went to encamp at Behbehan. On 
the fifth he parsed the Aubsheirin, and encamped on the plains o 
Lashter. On the sixth he marched to Kedje Hawaus, and encamp 
ed at the spiing of the liver Kanbidak. On the seventh he encamped 
at the village of Joulaha; and on the eighth he went to Bacht (perhaps 
Basht), crossed the Aubchob (Aubshoub pcradventure), and encamp- 
ed at Malemir Chal, orShaul. On the ninth he passed the Cavedan,*!* 
•where he procured intelligence concerning the fortress of JCellaseffeid. 
From Cavedan he proceeded to Noubendejaun, about eighteen miles 
to the southward of the KellasefiTeid. On the tenthj he disposed his 
troops in order of battle, and marched to encamp at the foot of the 
'Kellaseffeid, one of the strongest places in Asia. The governor on 
the part of Shah Munsur, was named Saudet, which signifies good 
fortune, though he was in truth, an nnf oi t unate wicktd fellow** 

“ The Persians confided in the strength of this place because it was 
situated on the top of a very rugged mountain where there was but 
one slippery road to ascend. On the top of this mountain there was 
• abeautiful level plain, a league longandas much wide, containing rivers 
and fountains, fruit trees, and cultivated lands*, with all sorts of birds 
and beasts. In the belief that they were here secure against the 
dangers of fire and flood, and much more so against mines, and assaults 
by battering rams, and other warlike machines, the princes of the 
country had covered it with numerous pleasure houses ^ and it was 
'indeed considered of a nature so inaccessible and impregnable, as well 
because of its height, and the impracticability of conveying battering 
machines to the foot of the walls, as of the hardness of the rock on 

llTlicfrontier town of Khftzistaun, towards Pars. 

■f A river which is said to pass bv Kazerhii, and to fall into the Persian Gulf. 

J 32nd of March. 
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winch il wn<? ‘^iHintcd, w Inch w not to he wrotij^lit hy either Itar or A. II 70r). 

i))ck.i\c. The roul u Im'h led to the top ol the ninnnt.nn w as so made " 

* Dc la Ctoi'c. 

that in nn\ •strait three men mi^lil oppo-^e a hnndrod tlioiisand, and 

pr« \ ent their n^'Cenditn:. Not contented '\ ith its natural strength, the 

native'' hid fortifud ami walhd 'ill the tiirnincts with creal stones 

joined with morl ii . and as the ( ultiv at< d i^ronnds w ere sn nieicnl for 

the snl)''i‘'t iiieo of tile inliahitants, ami the rattle and fowl liadahun- 

<linre to feed on, no one had dreamt of •'tarvin" them out, seeing that 

nothin',: hnl d( ath it'^ell had any pow trover the fjarrison." 

“ Ct»nnii'_ to the toot of tins mountain, levmur attended by his 
ino''t i nildnl i vpiain'-, approieh'-d the jinneipd cate ol the fortress, 

,and emisi d the 'crt it cr\ , Sotimtitt, to he made hy the troops who lol- 
lowed 'Phe tw o w inc'' now etm vinpt-d on tlie top of another mountain 
winch coinmunie 111 d wiih thit on whnh the fortress stood. There 
also I'ev nihr caiivid Ins tent to he jntehed, and ortlers to he given 
for n ceneial a''S\nli. 1'he eavalrv and infantry, notwithstanding the 
d.flieultv of the ascent, marehed up the mountain to the walls of the 
fort, Mirra .M diounne<l Sultan attaikiii'c it on the right, and Mirra 
Pcir Mahomined on the left, while Shah Kokh, who had separated 
from the U'fi wing, ran to the foot of the wall with his men, w horn he 
hail ranvod to dismount lor the occasion. .Ml the army follow ed the 
cNampleaiul commenced a most lurious assault. After hav’ing laboured 
with iiulefatigahle perseverance during the whole of the day, lliese 
men persisted in their endeavors to ascend to the highest parts of the 
mountain, and in ci'ing ^ general attack to the body of the place, but 
night coming on every man stood on the ground to which he had 
attained,” 

“Next morning the princes, Ameirs, and soldiers, renewed tlie 
assault, to the sound of their great drums kettle drums and horns, the 
enemy discharging from their w orks vast showers of stones and arrows. 

Our brave captains devoted their lives to the service of Teymur; 
everv one picl.axein hand, like the Ferhaud of antiquity*, proceeded 
to break the rock Aukbouga, an officer among the retainers of Sheikh 
Mahommed Eykutemur, by chance mounted to a spot, unseen, and 

• A celebrated sculptor m the reign of Khossrou King of Persia, the lover ofShemn, 
orlnne. 
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A. H 7.05 praising God and the prophet, cried out aloud, Teymflr is victorious 
— Crti rv enemies are confounded. On this steep rock with the intre- 

pidity of a gallant soldier he covered Imnscdf with Ins buckler, and fell 
upon the besieged, who u'ere so completely surprised at being attacked 
from a place to whieh they conceived that no one would venture ta 
ascend, that they immediately left off fighting 7'he troops of Ma- 
hommed Sultan asci-nding by the road which led directly to the gate 
of the fortress, there displa^’-ed their ensigns, and fi.xed then horsetails, 
uttering the cry of Victory ’ Others mounted the rock, made con- 
spicuous by the gallantry of Aukbouga, and some found their way 
up by different paths, so that the place was finally taken possession 
of, and the garrison precipitated headlong from the summit of the 
mountain.” 

“ Saudet, the unfortunate governor was seized on alive b}' Mahom- 
med Azaud, and brought to the presence of Teymflr, who directed 
that he should expiate with his blood the slauglitei of those who had 
fallen in tins assault. The sword is the instrument' of vengeance 
upon those who forget themselves, and when God hath selected any 
one to exercise the functions of command, it is our duty to submit 
without resistance. [Good honest soul '] Sultan Zeyne ul-aubedein, 
whom Shah Munsfir had deprived of sight, and kept a prisoner in 
this place, was now presented to Teymhr, who received him kindly, 
gave him a khelaut, and consoled liim with the promise of revenge 
on his cruel relative, whom he pledged himself to punish for his fero- 
city and injustice. In the mean time he ordered that all the women 
who had been seized by the soldiers, should be released, and leaving 
Melek Mahommed Aoubehy to command in the place, he returned 
to his camp 

“ On the eleventh of the month Teymflr encamped again at Nou- 
bendejaun. He bestowed upon Aukbouga, whose gallantr}’- had so 
conspicuously led to the capture of the Kellaseffeid, so much silver 
money, such costly stuffs, so many tents, women slaves, horses,^ 
camels, mules, and other marks of his bounty, that this officer, who 
the day before was master but of one horse was so dazzled with his 
good fortune that he could not decide whether what he saw was a 
dream, or reality. Next day Teymur passed the defile ofBouan, and 
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crirnnipod nt Ti ir’iirnlnn. TriMn thence he prncrcdccl on the thir- 
linnih, .uni onr.uup d ;\t .1 w \ i.uuk and on the fourtcenlli* oi ihe 
ninnili he arrned .U .1 )U\«'in, .\honl si\ Kmijiu to the ui’Stw.ird of 
Shir.uir. Dnnii'j: hi*' ni treh he h.id rndenxor’d to "un all po'^sil)Ie 
intounatinn with n cpi ct tnSh.\h Mitii-ur. .tnd e\ cry r»'p irt concurred 
to pt r''U uh hnn tint ih.it ninn.irch h.ul fled hi«: capit.il 

“Av le\nuir (ltd not l,\hour uiuUratn pri.it uiu a*; to the 

n .d on rnni'-l.uioe‘: «d hi< 'id\ «'i‘?.irv, he the *:aine d.iv di\ idcd In^army 
into luo <1 par.Ut. hodi- the one led I)\ hnu'^elt m per'>on, an.l tiie 
other !i\ M ihoinined Siiltui. tlie Mui^nard of Iik oun disision he 
rou'-igiii d l<' 1’^ ir M iho.nite'd the ‘;on ol Jah.iniiueir, and the rear to 
]\haiijili \uhlioiij\. '1 lu‘ iliv l^I<>n uncler M diommed Sultan took 
the din rt'o’i to thi* ri_dit Iniul. the \anmiard hcin" under the com- 
inaml of Mieikh 'reinui 11, ih, older. Shah Rokh had no di‘;tinct 
coinmaiul, lor ho alw .•’iteiuKd on the per>.on of hi>. f.ither, \m or 
Gthm.m the '^nii of \hhi<5. \\a‘5 dixpitched in advance .it the head 
of the ccouts, and levniur hiin'.cll at the head ot his division took 
the road vv Inch led nnniediatolv tow ards Shir.iuz. .Ameir Oilunan 
li.id not proeecdeil f.ir hoforc he d'scovcred a body of the advanced 
troop's, or «;routs of Shah Munsur, who were at the extremity of the 
gardens without the town, marching forward into the counlrv. He 
hid Imnst ll in a hollow ground until ihev pisxeil him; then sallving 
out of his amhu'sc.ide, accompanied by .S’«/w/c Maitrc, ['s.ieintemur,J 
Mowellv, Kara Mahommeii, lleliiaum Yessourv, ana other gallant 
soldiers, resolutely attacked the enemy. The brave Behrauin first 
overtook them sword in hand, and cutting the n ins of one ot the 
horses bridles, the rider fell, but not being able to make liis escape, 
Bt liraum threw biui over his own bor>e bound, and brought him 
before Tevmur, who quesiiomd him with respect to Shah Muiisurj 
and the number of his troops, and then continued his march.” 

“V/hen he had proceeded about a league, he perceived in the fields 
without the town, a body of horse, to the number of three or four 
thousand, arm* d with coats of mail, helmets, and breastplates of 
leather, lined with iron, their horses covered with a kind of cuirasses 
made ot thick, or perhaps quilted silk, and thdr ensigns gaily dis- 

* 2Gtli ot M.ircli. 
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A ‘d’ 1393 equally inured to war and fati- 

De la Crow. skilful with their bows, Shah Munsdr himself, advanced 

like a furious lion; and, with a total disregard to the dictates of Ins 
reason, which should have preserved in his mind a suitable idea of 
the person with whom he was about to contend, whose arm had hi» 
therto cast down all opposition, ventured, at a place called Pafila,^ 
and on a friday, at the hour of prayer, to attack the main body of the 
army, composed of thirty thousand Turks or Tartars, the most dex- 
trous soldiers of their time. Of these be overthrew the firmest squad- 
rons, broke through the very centre, and gamed behind the army 
some posts of the utmost consequence. He then returned furious 
as a dragon to renew the conflict in the centre, in search, probably, 
of the person of Teymfir, apparently determined to lose his life. 
Teymur, with some of his favorite courtiers, stopped short, or paused 
to contemplate the extreme hardihood, or rather blind temerity, of 
this prince, who thus dared to attack him in person Seeing^ him, 
however, urging his career directly against him, the Tartar monarch 
called for bis lance, to oppose the danger, but the weapon was not 
to be found, because Piilaud Tehoura, who was the bearer of it, had 
fled, and carried it away with him. Not more than fourteen or fif- 
teen of his guards and followers now remained near the person of 
Te\mur, who did not, however, stir from his post, until Sliah Mun- 
sur came up to him. The rash and enraged prince struck the emper- 
or twtce on the helmet with his scimetar, but without injury, as the 
strokes glanced along Ins armour. Tevmur still kept Ins ground, 
firm as a rock without changing bis posture. Audel '\khtatchei, 
however, held a buckler over Ins head, and Komaury, the Yessawul, 
advanced before him, while lie continuf’d to exert Inmselt \Mth sin- 
gular intrepidity, and he was filially wounded in the hand by a sword.” 

“In these perilous circumstances, the centre of the enemy’s troops 
W'as seasonably attacked, and with equal resolution and vigour, by 
the Ameirs M.ilimud Shah, Powukkel Bawertchei, \man Shah, and 
Mahommed Azaiid ; and while .Shall Munsfir, wlio had been finally 
repuKed m Ins attempt against the person of Teymur, again fell upon 

* ^ little south of Sluratiz, towards wim h Peymilr appears to have moved tircuitom- 

ly from Joujem, the plate of his lasleutampmeut. 
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the infantry of the main hodj’-, Mirza Mahoramed Si^ltan so briskl}’’ 
attacked the right wing of the Shirauzian, that it was compelled to 
give way in disorder. jNIirza Peir Mahommed was equally successful 
against the left wing, killing considerable numbers, and obliging the 
remainder to quit the field. Shah Rokh alao, who combated with 
lionlike valour by the side of his father, rallied a whole division of 
soldiers, who had fled their posts, while Jullaul Hameid, and Behraum 
Souff}^ the sons of Gheyauth-ud-dem Terkhan, with Khaujah Rastin, 
exerted themselves with conspicuous courage under the eye of their 
sovereign, and by a well directed discharge of their arrows forced the 
enem}'^ to give wa3\ They were supported in their exertions b}'^ Abdel 
Khaujah Peirau, and by Sheikh Mahommed Ej’-kutemfir. The 
regiment [hazaurah perhaps] of Ameir Allahdaud, called the faithful, 
that of Sheikh Nour-ud-dein son of Saurbouga, named Ej^miilk, and 
that of Bui, which was the imperial regiment called Koutchein, all 
stationed u ith the mam bod}’", having been completelj'’ put to the rout 
bj" Munsur, now rallied, and unfurling their colours, formed themselves 
into a compact and solid squadron. The three corps of Sheikh Allj', 
Lalam Koutchein, and Behraumdaud, were not to be moved from 
their posts, where thej’’ fought to the last with invincible courage.’* 
“ At length Shah Rokh although at this period but seventeen years 
of age, exerted himself with such consummate prudence and valour, 
that having enclosed Shah Munsur on all sides bejmnd the possibility 
of escape, he finally struck ofi" his head, and laid it at his father’s feet 
with this exclamation; “ ma}"^ the heads of all j’our enemies be thus 
laid at your feet, like that of the haughty jSlunsur.” The Persian 
soldiers, who had hitherto fought with distinguished braver\", were 
deplorably di^scoura^ed by the fall of their sovereign. The leopards 
were turned into deer, for the\^ all fled, who were not killed bj^ the 
conquerors. Pleased with his important victory, Tevmui embraced 
the princes his children, and the principal Nuyans, and with them, 
fell on his knees to give God thanks, tor their success The other 
Ameirs soon afterwards came before him. and having oflered their 
congratulations also fell on their knees; but while they were presenting 
him With the golden goblet, according to the custom of the Moghuls, 
on similar occasions of triumph, thej' perceived coming behind them 
VOL. III. TT 
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A D 1393 ^ sudden, a body of the enemy well equipped, and ranged in order 

^ j - ' Croix* of battle, and advancing to attack them. Teymur, with Shah Rokh 
and his other generals immediately proceeded to repel this uiitoreseen 
attack; and making the great national war cry, the Souroun, received 
the enemy with such fierceness and vigour that they were in a moment 
thrown into confusion and put to the rout. The fugitives took the 
direction of the Kellaut-e-s6rkh, or the red fortress, but being closely 
pursued by some of the Teymfirian Ameirs, they were many of them 
cut to pieces in their flight.** 

“ Having passed the night at the village of Deinou Khaun, Teymrlr, 
on the following day, like Menfitcheher, when he made his triumphant 
entry into Istakhaur, the ancient metropolis of the Persian empire, 
began his march, in the pride of victory and in all the pomp of war, 
to enter the renowned city of Shirauz, the present capital ofthe monar- 
chy. He directed the imperial standard to be displayed on the gate of 
Selem,* where he fixed his abode, while the army remained in the 
out-parts, or suburbs of the town. Eight of the gates were shut up, 
while that of Selem was alone kept open. Many of the principal lords 
ofthe court were then directed to enter the city, in order to take 
down the names ofthe magistrates and heads of the different wards, 
or quarters, according to which they proceeded to collect the treasures, 
riches, furniture, costly stufis, horses and mules, belonging to Shah 
Munsur, his courtiers, and relatives; all which they conveyed out of 
the town and laid before Teymur, by whom they were distributed 
with his usual liberality among his Ameirs. A contribution was 
imposed on the inhabitants as a ransom for their lives, and the 
contribution was regularly paid.*’ 

Mirza Mahoraraed Shltan was now dispatched to Isfahaun, with 
instructions'to place a garrison in that city, and to receive also from 
the inhabitants a contribution for the safety of their lives. Omar 
Sheikh oil his part, having remained with the baggage, according to 
orders, did not neglect to pillage all the rebel parties who fell in his 
way, as well the remains of Shah Munsur’s army, as the robbers of 
LOrrestaiin, the Ktirds, and ShouIi<?, the natives of the mountains of 
Malemir Shoul, and Kazerun, so called. Having passed by Noubun- 
* So called from one of the sons of Feridouu. 
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dejnun, niul airi\cd at Kazcrun, Omar Slioikli received instructions 
to remain there, until he should h.ue placed garrisons in all the 
dinVrtnt di'itricls, and established rcj:ulations in conformity to the 
laws of the Moghuls, all which he accordingly executed in a manner 
which entitled him to uni\ersal applause Shortly after this he 
received orders to repair to court, and he had accordingly the hap- 
piness to salute his father in the capital ofShirauz." 

“The princes of the race of Mhzufrur having no longer a place to 
retire to, where they could be secure against the power of Teymiir, 
resolved in good earnest to submit. Shah Yaheya quitted Yezd with 
his sons, and Sultan Ahmed of Ivermaun, to present themselves at 
court. The} oflered to the conqueror the most splendid displa}'^ of 
precious stones, horses, mules, p.iv ilions, tents, and ever}’- article that 
could be considered cither rare or curious. Siiltan Meliedy the son 
of Shah Shuiia, and Sultan Ghuzzenferr the son of Shah Munsur, were 
already both in Shirauz. A month was spent here by Teymur, the 
princes his sons, and grandsons, the great Ameirs and Nuyans, in 
feasts and diversions, in w’hich the musicians delighted them by their 
]ierformances on the harp and organ, and the red w me of Shirauz was 
Circulated iii cups of gold by the most beautiful maids in the city. 
Sultan Abu Ishauck the son of Shah Shujia, also repaired to court 
from Seirjaun, and made the suitable presents to tbe Tcheghalaian, 
who was now emploved in regulating the aflairs of the Persian mo- 
narchy, and of the oppressed people; that under the protection of his 
laws they might enjoy that peace, of which continual wars and a 
tyrannical government had so long depriv'ed them. As it behoved a 
prince of moderation and equable spirit to do, he relieved the inha- 
bitants from their extraordinary taxes. He conferred the government 
of the kingdom of Pars, which is the heart of the empire, the most 
abounding in cities, towns and villages, of any country in Asia, on 
his own son Omar Sheikh; who gav’e to his father in acknowledge- 
ment on the occasion, a most splendid entertainment, offering him 
presents on his knees, and assuring him with a solemn oath, of his 
inviolable fidelity, and punctuality in the execution of all his com- 
mands.” 

Having consummated his conquest of Pars by the almost entire 
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extinction of the race of MAzufFur, TeymAr, on the twenty seventh 
of the latter Jummaudy,* quitted Shirauz on his march towards Is- 
fahaun; which city he appears io have entered on the sixth day of 
the succeeding month of Rudjub f After remaining for some days 
at this celebrated place, to refresh and recreate himself, he directed 
his march for the small town of Ankiiaun, about forty leagues north- 
north-west of Isfahaun, and fifteen southwest of Kashaun; the inha- 
bitants of which were at that period, and continued to the days of 
the author, the most obstinate and determined zealots of the detested' 
Issmaeilian heresy. These unfortunate men had sought security by 
secreting themselves in the caverns, and subterraneous recesses of the 
neighboring territory;' and Teymfir had therefore recourse to the 
device of drowning them in their dens, by dispatching his soldiers to 
cut the banks of some of the mountain streams, and to conrluct their 
wateis so as to overflow the lower grounds. Having passed one 
night at Ankfiaun, he marched the next day, and encamped on the 
plains of Berahaun, or Perahaun, westivaid of Kashaun Here ho 
devoted some days to the favorite amusement of the chase, which 
terminated in the destruction of a prodigious number of wild asses, 
and antelopes, by the troops in general. While thus employed, the 
princesses Ser^i Melek Khaunum and Tomaun Aga, and Khaunz^- 
dah the consort of Meiran Shah, with other ladies of the imperial 
family repaired to join him, having availed themselves of the’ oppor- 
tunity to quit that division of the army which protected the heavy 
equipments, and to offei their congratulations with showers ofjewels 
on the head of'their sovereign. Shortly afterwards Teymtlr proceed- 
ed on Ins march'to the north ward, and on the eighth of Shabaun,J he 
conducted his troops to the vicinity of Hamadaun, the atmosphere 
of which is here said, in the metaphorical strain of the original, to 
have acquired a grateful fragrance from the dust set in motion by the 
trampling of his-numerous squadrons. 

Not long afterwards, Meiran Shah, and the commanders who had 
been left, under his orders, m charge of the heavy baggage and equip- 
ments, also hastened from Sfiltauniah, to offer on this occasiou thtir 
icongratulations to Teymur. Mahommed Sultan likewise, after re- 
'' SthofiMdy. t ICthofMaj. J 17tli June. 
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maining at Isfahaun jiistloncf enough to collect the stipulated tribute, 
rejoined the imperial encampment at Hamadaun , where a most sump- 
tuous entertainment was now provided, tor their august husband, by 
the imperial consorts Serai Melek Khaunum and Tomaun Aga. 
Uesirous, in the mean time, of bestowing upon Meiran Shah, some 
distinguished mark of his paternal regard, Teymhr embraced this 
opportunity to invest that prince with the government of Azerb^ijaun 
and Shirvaun, extending eastward to Derbend and Baukft, (perhaps 
Derbend of BaukOi), and westward to the frontiers of Rhm, then m 
possession of the house of Othman. A fresh course of festivities 
ensued, in which, by a variety of the most rare and costly presents 
drawn fromTebreiz, and the countries dependent upon it, the Shah- 
z&dah sought to attest his gratitude tor the munificence, which had 
thus bestowed upon him the splendid patrimony transmitted to his 
descendants, by the formidable Hulaukfi. 

On the thirteenth of the month of Shabaun,* Teymfir again put his 
troops in motion from Hamadaun, having already detached Meiran 
Shah, with the vanguard of the armv, towards K^irabaugh, on the 
Araxes. The country continuing favorable to the amusement of the 
chase, he did not omit the oppoitunity of indulging in that salubrious 
recreation, during the march to Gorbedek, westward of Hamadaun; 
but, receiving advices from MeiranShah, which stated that theTurkman 
chief, K&ra Mahommed, had taken post among the mountains of 
Kfirdestaun, with the determination of opposing his invaders, after 
having secured his family and numerous flocks in the loftiest and 
most inaccessible parts, Teymur conceived it expedient to alter the 
direction of his march to the northward, by the castle of Seghasoun, 
and, in the space of a day and one niaht, reaching the station of 
Kfilaughy, measures were instantly adopted, by a skilful distribution 
of the imperial troops, to shut up against the enemy every outlet of 
retreat There was, in particular, at this penod in the possession of 
theTflrkmans, a fortr(>ss of great strength called Habshy, oi Habbesh3%- 
where,and among the different passes with which the country abound- 
ed, they opposed a stubborn resistance to the progress of the Tej-^- 
miirians. But, pressing forwards with their usual audacity, the latter 
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finally succeeded in gaining the highest part of the mountain , from 
whence they conveyed to their camp below, a very considerablebootyiii 
horses, sheep, and camels, the most valuable property of theTurkmans. 
In the ascent of the mountain they experienced, however, some loss 
in the death of Beraut Khaujah Koukeltaush, who fell after the most 
conspicuous exertions of personal bravery. Sheikh Hadjy, another 
distinguished soldier, the son of Komaury the Yessawiil, was also 
mortally wounded on this occasion. Yet observing that the resolu- 
tion of their assailants was not in any shape diminished by the 
fall of their leaders, the Tfirkmans .at last submitted to abandon 
their property; and crossing the mountains of Ayraun, or Aourman, 
endeavoured in that direction to effect their escape. Their flight 
was, however, intercepted, being closely pursued by Sheikh Temilr 
Bahaiider, by whom they were overtaken and cut to pieces, in con- 
siderable numbers. And such as contrived to escape the slaughter of 
their companions, could accomplish that object in no other way than 
by dispersing to different quarters, in the most deplorable state of 
want and wretchedness. 

Another fortress of great reputed strength, that still continued un- 
subdued in this part of KArdestaun, is stated to have been held by 
the Gubbers, the remnant of the ancient stock of the Magians con- 
temptuously so designated by the Mahommedans, and now destined 
to witness, in their turn, the indefatigable perseverance and intrepidity 
of the Teymfirians. This place was also reduced after a short siege, 
the garrison exterminated, and not a vestige of the works left stand- 
ing to indicate that it had ever been in existence. Tej'infir then 
returned to the plains of Kfilaughy ; from whence decamping shortly 
afterwards, he rejoined, on the banks of the Auksfu, or white river, 
that part of the army which had been left in charge of the heavy 
equipments. Meiran Shah had been employed, in the mean time, in 
the reduction of Saurek koughun, while Ouje K&ra Bahauder, un- 
dertook that of Karoutou, both castles in Kbidestaun, south of the 
lake of Van ; which, with the success that invariably attended tlie 
arms of Tejmur they finally subjugated, and, after exterminating the 
inhabitants, uith a prodigious accumulation of booty returned to the 
imperial encampment 

While these operations were carrying on in diflferent quarters round 
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liim a matinificpnt cntortainmcnt Imcl hern prepared for her imperial fa- 
ther-m-law . h\ Khaunzailah, the daughter of Sliukker Beg ICliauiium, 
and the coii«;orl of Meiran Shah. Olthivher ljusband was, however, 
not permitted to he a partaker, being, with his nephew' iMahommed 
Sulian, again (i(‘tached to prosecute in diH'erent directions the plan 
of hostilities estalilished for the snb|ngation of the Kurds. IMahom- 
med SCiltan was emploved for his part, to repress and punish the 
enormities committed, lor a longtime with impunity, by the bands of 
robbers who infested the roads in the neighborhood of the Derbend 
of Kurdi staun, a strong pass in the mountains of that country, leading 
towards the lake of Ermi, or Ermia. In the mean time, ha\ing 
graced by his presence the lestn ities prepared by his daughter-in-law’, 
Teymur remo\ed from the plains of Kulaughy, to Biilauk, perhaps 
Aukbulauk, where he passed the sacred month of llamzaun,* in 
the exercises of dc\otion prescribed for that season of abstinence. 
On the third day of the succeeding month of Shavaul,’j’ Sheikh A.b- 
durraihmon the Esfraiinian, a celebrated doctor of that age distin- 
guished for his prudence and piety, presented himself to Teymur, as 
the ambassador of Sultan Ahmed Jullaeir from Baghdad; and being 
received with all those demonstrations of bene\olence and respect, 
which the Tclu ghal&ian monarch usually displayed in his intercourse 
With the discreet and learned, parltctilarly of hisoxcn sect, proceed- 
ed, in the discharge of his mission, to communicate from the Sultan, 
that he was sincerely disposed to give, in w’ords and actions, the most 
substantial proofs of homage and submission: but that finding himself, 
at this moment, irresistibly withheld, by his apprehensions, from ap- 
pearing in person before Teymfir, he nevertheless trusted the period 
w as not ver} distant, w hen he should avail himself of an opportunity to 
attest his allegiance at the feet of his imperial adversary, and to enrol 
himself among the most devoted of his vassals. 

It is here asserted to have been the design of Teymur, if Sultan 
Ahmed had only consented to introduce the imperial name and 
titles into the Khotbali and coinage of his country, to have confirmed 
him, in every other respect, in the sovereignty of Ir^k Arab; and to 
have w ithdraw'n his troops W’lthout giving him any further cause of 
■’ From the 9lli of Julj, to the 8tli of August, 1393. t 10th of -vugust. 
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apprehension. But, as nothing of that kind was intimated in the 
communications of his ambassador, all the piofessioiis of zeal and 
cordiality, in the absence of this essential article, on the part of the 
Sllltan, failed to pass curient with the haughty Tcheghataian. He, 
therefore, disdainfully withheld hisacceptance of thepresents, of which 
the Sheikh was the bearer, at the same time dismissing him with all 
the oidinary circumstances of liberality, a dress of honor, a horse, and 
a sum of money, together with other attestations of personal respect 
for the character of the envoy. 

Having in this manner dispatched the agent of Shltau Ahmed on 
his return to Baghdad, Teymhr finally resolved on proceeding without 
delay against that capital. Preparatory to thisdesign the Ameirz&dah 
Peir Mahoramed was directed to take charge of the heavy equipments; 
and to return with the royal consorts, Serhi Melek Khaunum,Tomaun 
Agha, and the other princesses, to Sfiltauniah, where he was to remain 
Then giving orders that every soldier in the array should provide 
himself with two pieces or slips of Sauje, or sabin wood, to be used 
in the passage of rivers,* Teymur, on the thirteenth of Shavaul,f put 
his troops again in motion, and encamped at Yaumbdiauk, a station 
said to lie not far from Arbela. From thence marching day and night, 
and having crossed many a hill and valley in his course, to the south- 
east, he, on the third day’s march, quitted the mam body of the army 
and hastened in advance, accompanied by no more than one hundred 
horse. With these, after raaiching the whole of that night, and making 
his way over and through some of the most difficult ridges and straits, 
he, at day break of the ensuing morning, came to Koura kurghan, 
where he completely surprised the camp of K^ra Mahommed the 
Turkman, ‘who abandoned his family and effects to be plundered by 
the Te3'mifirians, while he saved his own person by a precipitate 
flight Without, however, slackening his course, Teymbr continued 
his march with the utmost celerity to the mausoleum of Sheikh 
Ibrauhim Yaheya, better known by the name of Kubbeh-Ibraubimhk, 
the s/irine of Ibrauhim; described to be about twenty seven leagues 
N E, of the metropolis of Baghdad. Here, after tendenng his vows 
at the shrine of the Sheikh, Teymfir demanded of those who resided 
• De\a Croix however says two bottles of aater. t 20th of August. 



on tlip spot, wlirihrr ilw'V h'ul tint ‘•ont olT (o n rlispntrli 

pii» <’n "iil> inl< lij'ji «ir.‘ of Ins :ipprnirli: niul fnnlint^ l)V iln-ir roply 
lli.n. U‘ ' urdiM" «<i MKiriK lions, tins h.irl hern doin’ llic nislant lliry 
dis(ii\tnd iln r dmun <d dust omsmui'd In tin' in.in'Ii of Ins cav.ilr\', 
In- dir<rud ilnin innm'tliinid\ to prop ire anotlicr note, in the same 
hand w ritin,: w illi that already disp.iirln il, si.atini: that the tlnsi w Inch 
tin N li ul snpjiost d to .arise Ironi the appro.icli of the 1\n mnrian armies, 
jircn ( d. Ill tile issue, to lin\ e In ( n nrr.asioned some of the 'Furkman 
liihes. \\ lui « I re r< tnnif: in that dinTtion. in order to a\ oid the ap- 
pn In luh d itieursiniis oi tin ir ( in*mn s 'Fin n nllarliint: the note to the 
w nip of .mother pipi on, it w .is. like its pr« cursor, set loose on its flight 
for B lelid'-d 

In the mean tune, alarmed at the intelligence coine^cil hy the 
former dispateh, .*^hlt.iii .Mimed had .ilre.idv heenn to Iniiispnrt Ins 
more rnmliroiis haeg.'gi’, niideflirts, to the right, or opposite h.iiik of 
the 'Fi"ris, w Ilf n tlie arm d of the s( rond jnireon lm\c to Ins appre- 
In nsmiis a ti'inpor.irv , Init most di rriiful e.dm For, lia\ ing prc\ loiisly 
sent on Ameir Otlim.in n ith .1 <lt\ ision of light cav alrv, to scour the 
cotintr\ , 'Fe\ mur in pirsoii, .it the lie.ui of the main body, hastened m 
the same diri eiinn, .ind .ifter .1 m.in h of twenty three statute farsangs, 
of Pi\ thoiis.iiid p ie< s e.ich, wnhout h.dting, on tnesday the twent}' 
innili ftf the s une moiiili of .Shn\.anl in the morning,* presented liiin- 
s( 1( in dreadful .irr.iN before Biighd.’id Flic .Sultan had, lio\vc\er, by 
this time compkicd the eon\e\.ancc of Ins equipage and principal 
efTeets, to the western side of the Tigris, wintlicr he had followed in 
jierson, after w Inch he caused the bridge to he destroyed behind him, 
and .ill the boats to be seiiitled and sunk in llic ri\ cr. He now’ nw’ait- 
cd on liorfich.iek, with Ins eyes fixed on the distant horizon, the 
arrnal o( Ins dreadful invader, when Ins cars being suddenly' assailed 
b}' the mingled dm of the Tartar horns, kettle drums, and trumpets, 
lie soon afterwards beheld the Teyinurinn squadrons like the rol- 
ling surges of the ocean, impelling each other with fearful impetu- 
osity towards the channel of the Tigris, into w'hich both above and 
below’ the city they instantly plunged, and made good their passage 
to the opposite side. Here the yacht of Sftltan Ahmed, which bore 
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A.‘d'J393 neg]ect or other had been 

• iouzut U3- ' left uninjured, was seized by Mahommed Azaud, and being immedi- 
sulFa. ately sent over to the Persian side, served very opportunely for the 
conveyance ofTeymiir, who hastened without delay to join his troops* 
while Meiran Shah with his division swam the river some distance 
lower down, at the Kerreiat-ul-aukaub, or village of eagles. 

On this subject we are informed, on the authority of Nizam-ud-dein 
Shumbghazauny, an eye witness, who composed a performance pai- 
ticularly designed to record the actions of TeymAr, that he was at 
this period an inhabitant of BaghdM, and the first among the citizens 
admitted' to the presence of the Tcheghat&ian monarch, from whom 
he experienced the most gracious and encouraging reception. This 
writer describes that when he came out of Baghdad, on his way to 
humble himself before the throne of Teymur, the Tigris was so com- 
pletely enveloped by the cloud of Teymfirian troops which swarmed 
from one side to the other, that he could not distinguish the dry land 
from water, and that he could not forbear exclaiming, with terror and 
astonishment, what description of men these were to whom land and 
water made no distinction ! While the equally terrified inhabitants 
bit their fingers ends in silent wonder at the astonishing spectacle, 
convinced that this irresistible conqueror Was but too evidently im- 
pelled under the influence of divine aid. On the authority of another 
contemporary writer, Haufiz Nfir-ud-dein Abdullah, better known 
by the designation of Haufiz Abrfi, it is further stated that he heard 
Teymfir himself acknowledge his error, in not having plunged into the 
Tigris at the very moment of his arrival, since to this circumstance 
alone he ascribed the escape of Siiltan Ahmed, who must otherwise 
inevitably have fallen into his hands. 

Having, at all events, withdrawn from the danger the Sflltan directed 
his flight towards Hellah on the Euphrates, and Teymiir, with the 
whole of the princes of his family, and his principal generals, hastened 
with the eagerness of blood hounds in pursuit of him. However, when 
they reached the station of Kerbatou, about ten leagues to the west- 
ward of Baghdad, Saunje, or Asaunje Oghlan, and the other great com- 
manders, on their bended knees besought the monarch to return to 
that city, to repose himself from his recent extraordinary fatigues; 
declaring that they would themselves be responsible for the pursuit 
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and capture of the fugitne Sultan. Tej’-lnur on this occasion A II 7D5. 
thought fit to give May to the inlreaiies ot his nolileS, and accord* ^ ^ 
luijly measured back his steps to Baghdad, where he took up suff.i.'”** 
his abode in the palace ot the Siillan, all the treasure and valuable 
property, which the fugitive prince had been prevented from < arrynig 
away with him, now falling into the hands of the officers of the im- 
perial retinue. 

On the other hand, the Ameirs who had undertaken to continue 


the pursuit of Sultan Ahmed, prosecuted their march the whole of 
that day and the ensuing night, and, on the following morning, found 
themselves on the banks ot the Euphrates. Here they learnt that 
the object of whom they were in search, had already crossed the river, 
and, after destroying the bridge, and sinking all the boats, had taken 
the road to Kerbela, on his way to Damascus. Othman Bahauder 
immediatel}^ proposed to swfm the Euphrates, as they had re- 
cently adventured to do with such success in the passage of the 
Tigris , but his collegues, less ardent in their zeal, conceived it 
more advisable to follow the course of the river, in expectation of 
discovering some spot M'here it might be fordable without danger. 
This latter design they proceeded M'lthoht delay to carry into execu- 
tion , but before they had made any considerable progress, they for- 
tunate!}’^ obtained possession of four boats used in the naMgation of 
the river, on wdiich they -immediately embarked, and taking their 
horses by the bridle along side, safely crossed to the opposite bank, 
the rest of the army effecting their passage, w'lthout Joss or d//5cnit>, 
in the same manner 


They now, with redoubled eagerness, resumed the pursuit of the 
enemy, their zeal being in no small degree stimulated b' the \alunblc 
booty which, in vast quantity,and under everi description, Jn' scattered 
on the road, abandoned by the fugitives, in the terror and [irecqi'tation 
of their flight. By this time, however, the horses of the majority, 
exhausted by long continued fatigue and exertion, tot illy filled tliem. 
and the number of the pursuers was at last reduced to fort\ -fi\e 0/ 
the most distinguished, and probabh best mounted tn(li\ uht ds, nr- 


eluding the recently mentioned Asaunjc Oghbn. po'^sibly one o^the 
shahzadahs of the race of Juji, with the Amcir< JulJuil thesm 
Hameid, Othman the son of Abba^. and Sc\ ud Khaujah the son 0 ^ 
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Sheikh Ally Bahauder. On the plain of Kerb^la, that scene of ever 
memorable massacre and atrocity, this band of distinguished amors 
came up with Sultan Ahmed, accompanied by a body of two thous- 
and of his best cavalry, ofwhom a squadron of two hundred immedi- 
ately drew out to attack their pursuers. Dismounting from their 
horses, the Teymunans awaited the charge of their assailants on foot, 
and finally compelled them to retire, by their unerring skill in the use 
of their bows They then remounted their horses, and continued the 
pursuit. Again the enemy rallied to repel them, and again the Tey- 
mOrians received their attack, in the same manner, and \Mth similar 
success. But returning a third time to the charge, with a suddenness 
and impetuosity which prevented the Teymunans from dismounting, 
they were now compelled to combat with their adversaries hand to 
hand, with their swords and daggers; and again the soil of Kerbfila 
was moistened with the blood of the slain. Of the Teymlirians, 0th- 
man the son of Abbas, received a wound in the arm from one of the 
enemy’s swords, and was disabled from further exertion, after exhibit- 
ing the most signal proofs of courage in this arduous conflict , but as 
SAltan Ahmed, by the efforts of his faithful followers, had been placed, 
by this time, at a sufficient distance from the dangerof being overtaken, 
the enemy at last withdrew from the contest, and the Teymurian 
Ameirs, conceiving that it would be useless to continue the pursuit 
any longer, resolved to return, with the booty which they had accum- 
ulated in considerable abundance, thiough the sands ofKerb^la. 

Such, however, on that day had been the fatigue brought on hy 
unceasing exertion, and such, at the same time, was the intolerable 
heat of the atmosphere and the alarming scarcity of water, that the 
Ameirs and their folIoAvers were, the whole of them, on the point of 
perishing under the agonies of the most raging thirst; which seemed 
to ha^ e dried not only the moisture in their months, but the very 
marrow in their bones. In this extremity Asaungc Oghlan, and Jul- 
laul the son of Hameid were dispatched with some others in search 
of t\ater, and ^\he^, after a painful and anxious survey, as much had 
been found as might serve fora draught each, to the t^vo Ainnrs> 
Asaunje eagerly suallo^'cd his, A\ithout however allaving his thirst 
in the slightest degree. He therefore addressed himself to his com- 
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panion,and telling him that, in consequence of the thirst by which he ’ggg 
was consumed, he found life fast ebbing awa3^ intreated, as the last 
proof of surpassing benevolence and magnanimity, that he would resign suffa 
to him his portion of the precious element. His gallant associate 
replied, that he recollected to have heard the invincible Teymflr relate 
the circumstance of two travellers, an Arab and a Persian, who in 
passing through the deaeit were reduced to an extremity exactly 
similar to that under which they themselves were now languishing. 

The Arab, possibly inured to such privations among the and sands 
of his country, had contrived to keep in reserve a small quantity of 
his supply of water, while the Peisian, less provident, had swallowed 
his to the last drop. With burning lips and his eyes streaming with 
tears, continues the narrative, the Persian addressed his fellow tra- 
veller, and having brought to his recollection the unrivalled fame of 
his countrymen, for generosity and endurance under hardship, pro- 
ceeded to intimate what an illustrious proof of those heroic qualities 
he would then furnish if, to save his companion from perishing in that 
frightful solitude, he would but make a sacrifice of what, peradventure. 

It might cost him no great effort to lesign. The Arab told him in 
answer, that, on the contrary'^, he was perfectly aware that the moment 
he relinquished his hardly cherished store, he should experience all 
the agonies of a fish torn from its natural element, nevertheless, that 
his wish to uphold the renown of his country, and that this the con- 
cluding act of his life might remain forever engraved on the record of 
history^ was paramount to every other consideration. Thus saying 
he resigned his precious draught to thePersian, and expired, while the 
latter, escaping from the jaws of destruction, lived to spread the renown 
of his benevolent fellow traveller, whose memory was thus consigned 
to the perpetual benediction of every language, age, and nation. 

Having repeated, to his associate, this story of the exalted self denial 
of an Arab, Araeir Jullaul expressed his resolution to emulate the 
example , it being, as he alleged, the summit of his ambition by an 
obligation, thus sacred and solemn, to establish in the Tchegatkians, 
an everlasting claim to the gratitude of the race of Jfijy , on the ex- 
press stipulation, however, that his companion would pledge himself 
should be ever return to^ the presence of his sovereign, to make a i 
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faithful report of the circumstance; jn order that he micrht not be 
defrauded of the just praise to which he aspired, in the record of 
future historians. Asaunje readily engasred for the perlormaiice of 
all that he could require, and, having diankoff the refreshing draught, 
finally escaped to relate ihe story.of his sufiPenngs. Neither was the 
gallant Ameir Jullau] suffered to perish from the exertion of so noble 
a spirit of benevolence. He survived to enjoy the reward of it in the 
united praife of Ins contemporaries; and in the most distinguished favors 
that conld be bestowed upon him, by the bounty of his sovereign. 

The whole of the Ameirs now hastened together, to perform their 
devotions at the shrine ot Imaum Abu Abdullah the son ofHvlsseyne, 
situated on the well known plains of Kerbfela ; after which thev re- 
turned to Baghdad, having, it is necessary to observe, captured in 
the couise of their pursuit, Alla-ud-dowlah the son ot Shlian 
Ahmed, together with some of the wives, and others of the children 
and family, of that unfortunate prince. Ameir Jullaul, on his return 
to Baghd^, experienced in particular the waimest approbation of 
Teymfir, who I'etraced in the noble qualities displayed by the son, on - 
this occasion, what’ he already owed to the long tried friendship, 
prudence, and sagacity of the father; and he accordingly advanced 
him, on the spot,, to the most distinguished honors of his court. And 
here it cannot fail to occur to the most ordinary perception, that if 
the passion for glory exemplified in the conduct of this gallant soldier 
prevailed, even to a moderate extent, among the officers of the Tey- 
mfirian armies, and their sovereign could thus worthily appreciate its 
value,. It ULUSt -cease to be surprising that they proved irresistible and 
invincible. 

Having devoted a’ short period to the pleasures and amusements 
of the voluptuous capital of Irak Arab, Teymfir again dispatched the 
princes of his family to carry on, in different quarters, his plans of 
conquest and spoliation. In the mean time, either to take from 
Ills troops the means of excessive indulgence, or to exhibit a con- 
spicuous contrast between his own temperance and the debauched 
habits of Sultan Ahmed, he caused the contents of the wine' vaults of 
that prince, in the palace of Baghdad, consisting of the choic<^st pro- 
duce ot the vineyards of Mossul, and a variety of other liquors, to be 
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emptied nl once into the Tigris, in such copious abundance that the 
^c^\ fish in the river floated breast-upwards from the intoxicating 
cflect, and ^^cre so taken in repeated instances by the soldiery. On 
the other hand, in order to cMiicc his regard for the memory of pious 
men, he embraced the opportunity of rebuilding the mezaur, or 
mausoleum, of Imaiim Ahmed Eben llambal, which had been driven 
to ruin by the impetuosity and inundations of the Tigris. 

Mahommed Sultan, who had been recently employed in Kurdes- 
taun, about this period rejoined his grandfather, after ha\ing cleared 
that proMiicc of the licentious banditti by whom it had been long 
infested. Among other acts of exemplary vengeance, by which he 
distinguished himself on this occasion, a body of seven hundred of 
the most desperate of these robbers uho,ns in many other instances, 
had fortified themsehes on the summit of one of their loftiest moun- 
tains, vere thrown headlong, by his orders, from the rocks among 
mIucIi thev had taken post. The same Shahzadah was again, shortly 
afier\\ards, detached to take possession of Waussit, and to establish 
ihe autlionty of TeMuur in the territory annexed to that plhce ; and 
instructions were, at the same tune, transmitted to Meiran Shah to 
proceed down the Tigris to Bassorah. 

Amidst these transactions, it was not forgotten to remove the son 
of Sultan Ahmed, toecthcr w ith the women and family of that piince, 
taken in the pursuit to Kcrbcla, and a number of the most skilful 
mechanics and other citizens of Baghdad, to Samarkand. Among 
others transported into Maw'ur-un-uelier, on this occasion, is men- 
tioned in particular Khaujah Abdul Kauder, esteemed the most 
skilful musician of that age In return lor the security which they 
otherwise enjoyed in person and properly, fiom the violence of a 
rapacious soldiery, the inhabitants of Baghdad w'ere, at the same time, 
required to contribute to the payment of a ransom of some magnitude; 
which they deposited, with prudent punctuality, in the hands of the 
imperial treasurers. 

In ordei to explore lus w'ay to future conquest, Teymur availed 
himself also of this interval of repose at Baghdad, to despatch an em- 
bassy to ISl^lek Barkouk, the Mamlouk SCiltan of Egypt and Syria, at 
the head of which he employed Sheikh Sawah, a person of distin- , 
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guished talents and" abilit3% furnished with several presents of suitable 
magnificence. This personage was instructed to expatiate with the 
Egyptian prince, in substance, on the dreadful injuries which his do- 
minions had formerly sustained in consequence of the hostilities, in 
which his predecessors had suffered themselves to be engaged with the 
monarchs of thOrace of Jengueiz, until suspended by the accommoda- 
tion which at length broughtrepose to their harassed and afflicted sub- 
jects. He was next to draw the attention of the Egyptian to the 
disorderly, and turbulent scenes, which succeeded to the death of 
Abff Saeid , and finally to intimate, now that the whole of the teiri- 
tory from the metropolis ofSamarkand to the western extremities of 
Ir^k Arab, had been brought into subjection b^’ the agents of Teymhr’s 
authority, how material to the welfare and prosperity of the people 
consigned to his care,* to maintain unbroken the obligations of good' 
neighborhood, and by* throwing open the facilities of correspondence, 
to give strength to the boftds of friendship , thus enabling the nu- 
merous individuals engaged in the pursuits of trade and commercial 
enterpns'e, so essential to the general prosperity of mankind, to pro- 
secute, from place ta place, their plans of adventure, without moles- 
tation and without alarm. 

The metropolis of Baghdad, together with all its dependencies, 
being by this time completely reduced under the authority ofTeymfir, 
certain merchants, and others who passed through the country on 
their different avocations, complained to the Tcheghat&ian monarch, 
that they were exposed to the most cruel outrages from the garrison 
of Tekreit, then reputed a fortress of impregnable strength on the 
Tigris, about ninety or a hundred miles above Baghdad; which ren- 
dered the intercourse with Syria and Egypt, through the unbridled 
enormities of these plunderers, a matter of extreme difficulty and 
danger. It was, therefore, submitted to the consideration of Teymhr 
whether, under every circumstance, the reduction of this place was 
not an object worthy of his arms. The scope of their suggestions 
corresponding, however, with his ultimate designs, it was not attend- 
ed with much difficulty to obtain his concurrence , and a force was 
immediately dispatched,' under Burhaun Oghlan, Neik, or YeikSouffy, 
and Jullaul the son of Hameid, to invest the place ; and on the 
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t\^enty fourth of the month of Zilhudje,’’' Shah llokh having already 
preceded nith the advanced guard, Teymiir left Baghdfld at the head 
of the mam body, m order to conduct in person the siege of Tekreit. 

Having crossed the Tigris into Mesopotamia the day after he quitted 
Baghdad, on his march towards Tckreit, it is thought worth the atten- 
tion of the author to notice, that uhtle TeymAr was encamped on this 
occasion on the outskirts of a guzestaun, or forest of canes, perhaps 
bamboos, one of hispcople repoi ted to him, that he had just seen a lion; 
on which, accompanied by some of his guards and attendants, the mo- 
narch immediately approached to dare this formidable quadruped from 
his haunts. He had not proceeded far on his way when not less than 
five, of these majestic lords of the forest, foaming with rage and hun- 
ger, suddenly isbued from the jungul, but uere at the same instant laid 
in the dust by a well directed discharge of arrows from the imperial 
attendants. Shortly after this, namely on the fourth of Mohurrim of 
the seven bundled and ninety sixth of the hidjerah,-|- having obliquely 
tra^ersed the Peninsula to the Euphrates and back again, Teymi^r 
encamped in sight of Tekreit 

Terrified at the approach of the imperial standard Ameir Hussun, 
the prince of Tekreit, vho had hitherto earned on his system of ra- 
pine and outrage with impunity, and who had to this moment dis- 
dained to stoop to the authority of the most powerful sovereigns, now 
condescended to dispatch a brother to the camp of Tej’^mfir, with 
humble assurances of submission The agent was civilly dismissed 
nith the ordinary present of a horse and dress of honor, and with 
a message to Ameir Hussun inviting him to repair without appre- 
hension to the presence of Teymiir, where he might expect the most 
liberal treatment from the bounty and magnanimity of that monarch, 
without however producing any effect, the infatuated chief being too . 
far subdued by his fears to hazard an interview with his too powerful 
adversary He determined therefore to place his only reliance on 
the strength of his works, and he accordingly stood prepared to resist 
with all his energies,the mighty means ofsubjugation, and destruction, 
about to be employed against him. The besiegers, on the other hand, 
proceeded without further delay to plant their military machines, and 
» 29th of October. t Otb of November 1398. . 
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brought them to bear, with destructive effect, upon the fortifications 
and the buildings within, the latter of which were soon laid in rums 
by the stones impelled from the larger battering engines of the 
enemy. 

On the third day of the siege, another attempt to disarm the resent- 
ment of Teyrafir, was made on the part of Ameir Hussun, who now 
sent out even his own mother furnished with the most costly presents 
inarabian horses, andin an assortment of all that was valuable and rare, 
to represent in behalf of her son that he was perfectly aware of his 
inability to contend, with the smallest prospect of success, against the 
might of the Teymfirian armies, but, at the same time, that the majesty 
of the imperial umbrella had produced soawful an impression on his 
■rain'd, that he found himself utterly unequal to the hazard of commit- 
ting his person beyond the circumference of his walls. Nevertheless, 
if the invincible and far-famed Teymfir would agree to his first send- 
ing to his presence his brother and son, that he would pledge himself, 
when his apprehensions should in some degree have subsided, to offer 
his personal homage at the foot of the throne. Having received the 
princess, with kindness and humanity, Teymfir told her that he freely 
granted to her intercession a pardon for her son^s multiplied offences; 
but that she was to return immediately, and admonish him to appear 
without a moments further delay in his presence, for if he evinced 
the slightest disposition to prevaricate any longer, that the blood of 
all included within the fortifications of Tekreit would be upon his 
head. Much disquieted at this last declaration of Teymili, the mo- 
ther of Ameir Hussun accordingly rejoined her son, to whom she com- 
municated the result of the conference. In the mean time, the 
besiegers had conducted their galleries of approach to the very foot 
of the exterior wall; and in tbe;course of the ensuing night, Sevud 
Khaujah,or Khojah, the son of Sheikh Ally Cahauder, with his divisi- 
on, having completely undermined one of the towers, it came to the 
ground; at which thegarrison were so panic-struck that they instant- 
ly abandoned that part of their defences, and fled in the utmost dismay 
into the interior fortifications, while their besiegersobtained possession 
of the former without further opposition. This event did not con- 
tribute to diminishthe apprehensions of Ameir Hussun. Nevertheless, 
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hr coiinmicd, m n *;lalc of do'^pair, to oppo'^c his utmost exertions to 
tlic progrt "js of ius a‘'‘^.uian!‘^. 

Directions wore no^^ issued, from the imperial head quarters, that 
tiro Ameirs of Tomauns. and Koushuns, should severally conduct a 
t;aller\ of ap]>roaeh aqainst a particular part of the works distinctly 
allotted to him and the fortress w as a< eordmpl) attacked, throughout 
the w hole ciretimferenco, in fori_\ dificoMit points at the same moment; 
each of the commanders, w ho directed the sjwcral attacks, hcing named 
in the oncinal, althou{;h it would he here unnecessary to preserve 
the rnord lnn\er\ short time, however, these several Ameirs had 
succeeded iiMXcavating a mine each, henrath the foundations of the 
tow cr respectiv <'lv allotted to him; and Ameir Ilussun, aware that 
he was thus nduced to a suuaiion of the utmost peril, atjain wavered 
in Ills resolution, and dispatchttl a jtersou once more to the presence 
of ’I'ev miir, to ;u know ledge his on'ences,and to demand a cajutulation. 
'I he answ cr. w Inch he rccciv od, announced that there was no alterna- 
tive hut unconditional surrender, that he must (>iihcr quit the pro- 
tection of Ills works, or ahide the conscipicnccs of a general assault. 

As a last resource, he cmploved an agent to implore the mediation 
of Shah Rokli, supported liy the persona! application of his brotlicr, 
formerly alluded to, who protested in his behalf, that he considered 
himself in cverv respect, as one of the lowest among the vassals of 
Tev mur, aliliougU dismnv cd from appearing in his presence by an 
impression of terror, vv Inch he had not > cl been able to subdue. The 
Shah^adali undertook to introduce the brother of II nssun, once more, 
to the jircscncc of the Tchcghataiaii monarch, and to urge the sub- 
ject of Ins mission. Again 'I’c^mur repeated that unless Ilussun, in 
person, came out of Tekrcit, and cxliibiled unequivocal proof of 
compunction for liis misdeeds, all ajvplication in liis behalf would be 
in vain but, that if he could be persuaded to avail himself of the 
intimation thus repeatedly conveyed to him, he might expect, with- 
out fear of disappoiiilinent, to find in the clemency of Tc3'mur a 
disposition to look upon lus olTences with indulgence, and to cover 
them with the robe of pardon and oblivion. For himself, the agent 
was apprized, that if this last admonition was unavailing, he must on 
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his departuiefrom the imperial presence, remain in Tekreit to share 
the fate ot his brother. 

Every attempt to procure favorable terms from their inexorable 
besiege! , proving thus abortive, and reflecting that since thev had, 
for so long a period, maintained themselves in possession of their 
impiegnable asylum, without bending to the authority of any human 
being — since they had hitherto followed the dictates of their own 
minds. Without much regard to the interests or resentments of other 
men — that if they now consented to abandon the protection of their 
works, there could be but little doubt, the moment they were in the 
hands of their enemies, that the accumulated numbers, of those whom 
in the long exercise of their power they had unjustly stripped of their 
property, would hasten in crouds to urge their claims against them, 
the brothers then finally resolved, as their only alternative, to de- 
fend themselves, as long as they retained an atom of the living principle 
to animate their exertions. In this resolution the banditti of which, 
accordingtoour author, the garrison was for thegreater part composed, 
cordially concurring, they openly resumed their original plans of 
hostility ; not very unjustly concluding that, if they pusillanimonsly 
relinquished their means of resistance, they would be exposed tosuffei, 
without a struggle, the most ignominious and dreadful punishments. 

Enraged by what he chose to consider, such pertinacious obstinacy, 
Teymtlr caused the attack to recommence with redoubled fury ; and 
this being accompanied by the horrible dm of the horns and kettle- 
drums, and the .tremendous Souren, or war-cry of the Tartars, the 
rampart, which had, in the whole, been by this time under propped 
with wood by the miners, suddenly gave way to a considprable dis- 
tance, before the galleries had been set fire to, but the garrison, 
exhibiting equal constancy and self devotion in repelling the efforts 
of their adversaries, succeeded for the present in repairing the breach. 
TheTeymfinan troops in formidable strength were, however, now in 
readiness to give the final attack; and order's having been circulated 
to charge the several mines with fire-wood and naphtha, the rvhole 
were set fire to during the night, and thegreater part of the walls 
laid prostrate with the earth. The tower which Yeik Souffv, in 
particular, was employed to undermine, and in approaching the 
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foundations of wdnch be appears to have perforated the solid rock, 
was so completely subverted, that twenty of the garrison entrusted 
with Its defence, w’ere overwhelmed in the ruins Still a part of the 
fortifications remained standing, and the soldiers were employed 
afresh to carry on the work of mining; and the excavations below 
being as usual filled with combustibles, these w'ere, at the proper 
period, set on fire, and the whole of the works were thus finally 
levelled to the ground. 

Astonished, in no small degree, by this final catastrophe of the bul- 
warks by which the}’’ were surrounded, Ameir Hussun and his troops 
withdrew, without further opposition, to the summit of the rock 
included within the fortifications of Tekreit, and to which it appears 
to have served as the citadel. On the other hand, the imperial gen- 
erals on their knees intreated the permission of their sovereign to 
follow up the attack without a moment’s delay; but were admonished 
to suspend their ardor until such time as a passage should be fairly 
opened to the last retreat of the enemy. In the mean time, perceiv- 
ing, in their most appalling forms, the dangers to w’hich they were 
now openly exposed, the inhabitants of Tekreit with tears and 
lamentations called aloud for mercy, but withuut effect; although 
their supplications were humanely seconded by the intercession of 
the imperial generals. AYhen therefore the circumstance of their so. 
vereign’s yet unappeased resentment became known to the soldiery, 
they proceeded, without awaiting the result of further operations, to 
scale the rock, and having finally gained the highest part, they there 
made prisoners of the unfortunate Ameir Hussun, and the remainder 
of his garrison, whom thej’’ immediately conducted, bound neck and 
heels, to the presence of Teymur. At this moment orders were 
issued that the defenceless inhabitants should be set apart, and pro- 
tected from injury; but all w’ho bore arms w^ere distributed to the 
several Tomauns and Koushuns of the army, to be put to the sword. 
The mandates of inexorable vengeance were carried into execution, 
with fearful dispatch. The whole of the devoted garrison was mas- 
sacred without mercy, and several pyramids constructed with the 
heads of the slain. The dwellings of the obnoxious inhabitants 
were entirely demolished; but a part of the walls was left standing, 
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A.Ji. 796 . as a present example to the turbulent and refractory, and as a memo- 
future ages, of the singular and extraordinary strength of this 
snffa. celebrated fortress. We further, learn from the translation ofDe la 
Croix's work, that the castle of Tekreit was erected during the 
power of the race of Sassan, on the summit of a rock near the Tigris, 
so inaccessible, that it had hitherto successfully resisted all attempts 
at reduction by open force. 

By the first of the month of Suflfur,* Teymur was enabled to take 
his departure from the ruins of Tekreit, on his return towards Arreby, 
or Harbi, westward, in the direction of Annah, on the Euphrates, 
exercising his troops during the march iri the amusements of the 
chase. Previous to this juncture, as formerly intimated, the Ameir- 
zkdah Mahommed Shitan,' had been dispatched along the Tigris 
towards Waussit, while other commanders proceeded across that 
river to the opposite side. Meiran Shah, with his division, bad also 
descended the Euphrates, from flellah towards Bassorah, while 
Sheikh Temiir, and Ouj’e Kara Bahauders, and the Ameirs Yadgaur 
Berlas, and Jahaun Shah Jaukfi, were employed in different directions 
to extend the Teymfirian authority. In due time, these princes with 
the several Ameirs, having successfully executed all that they had 
been detached to accomplish, rejoined the' imperial head quarters in 
perfect safety. 

IrSk Arkb, with its dependencies, being now considered' as entirely 
subjugated, Teymhr dispatched Khaujah Mhssaoud the Subbuzwau- 
rian, to superintend the government of Baghdad, with instructions, 
however tardily conceived, to bestow the most watchful attention 
in piomoting the welfare and prosperity of every class of the inhabitants. 
After this, he put the mam body of the army again in motion, with 
the design, as subsequently appeared, of attacking the city of Diaurbe- 
kir. In the mean time, while Meiran Shah, with an advanced divi- 
sion, ascended along the Tigris upwards, in order to take possession of 
the adjoining territory, a bridge was constructed across the same river, 
and the imperial army actually removed to the left, or eastern side; 
a report being designedly circulated, to deceive the enemy and 
throw them oflT their guard, that the Tcheghataian monarch was on 

• Glh of December. 
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rrlvirn homc\\ ard'? The moment, however, the cnsis was arrived 
at vhieh he concened circiim'^tanees were rijie for the prosecuuon 
ol Ins plan, Te\ mur, lia\ mg \\ iih particular care selected two out 
c\er\ ten •^oidier-', or one fifth of the army, sinldenlv drew ofT to the 
left hank, and also i<H,k tlie direciton along the Tigris upwards, leaving 
the main bodv to follow more at leisure, with the heavy baggage and 
equipments, in charge of Mahommed Sultan, accompanied by the 
Atneirs Otbman Bnliaudcr, Gbeyauih-ud-dein Tcrklian, and Ouje 
]\ara Babauder Appearing before the castle of Kerkouk, the place 
was immediateU surrendered by the garrison without resistance, and 
bestowed b^ Tc\mur, in Se\ urgliaul or perpetual fee, upon Yaur 
Allv, prince of Mossul About the same period many of the neigh- 
boring duels, including the go\ ernor of Allun Kouprek, or thegoldcn 
bridge, repaired to the presence of Teymur, from w hbm they expe- 
rienced a gracious reception. 

Quitting Kerkouk, I e\ inur encamped next at Erbeil, or Arbela, 
Sheikh .\11 n , the chief of w Inch place treating him with a most sump- 
tuous eniertainmeiu, and otherwise exhibiting the requisite proofs of 
zeal and allegiance. From thence he proceeded to the banks of the 
Aub-e-tchunaur, or ri\er of poplars, and shortly afterw'ards, ha- 
Miig crossed the waters, (of the Tigris) he made his appearance before 
Mossiil, where he de\outly visited the tombs of Jonas, and Jerjeis 
or St. George, who bears the character of a prophet among the Mos- 
lems. To be emploved in the repair or re-embelhshment of those 
hallow'cd structures, he disbursed the sum of ten thousand dirrems* 
each, and he made, at the same time, a liberal distribution in alms to the 
poor in the Mcinity. Soon alter Ins arrival, he w'as joined by Meir- 
an Shah; wdio had successfully carried his orders into execution, 
against the wandering hordes that occupied in many parts the 
uncultivated plains in the neighborhood of the Tigris. Yaur Ally, 
prince of Mossule, exerted himself, in the mean time, with becoming 
zeal, in providing tor the entertainment of his august visitant, w'ho 
did not omit to avail himself of the good offices, and friendly disposi- 
tion of the chief, to be his guide on the way to Rouha, or Edessa, for 
which place, not long afterwards, he as:ain put his troops in motion, 

• About £229. 25. 4rf. , 
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While thus employed, a messenger was dispatched to Teymiir from 
Sdltan Aeissy, or Eissa, prince of Mardein, with assurances of homa^^e 
and submission; which induced the conqueror to decline from his pro- 
posed route, and alter the direction of his march to the right, towards 
the territory of that prince. But when he had approached within a 
certain distance of Mardein, he transmitted to the Sultan, by one of 
his officers, a request that he would immediately follow the imperial 
standard, with a body of troops well equipped, as he had just formed 
the design of invading Syria, and ultimately of proceeding into Egypt. 
After this, he resumed the direct route for Raussul-Eyne, the head 
of the fountains, where he encamped. 

From thence the imperial troops were dispatched, in various di- 
rections, to plunder the tribes of the K?iraki&ynlA, or black wether 
Turkmans, and other wandering communities hitherto unsubdued. 
Teymilr again resumed his march, as soon as these detachments 
had rej'oined him with a prodigious booty, principallj'^ in sheep and 
cattle, of which they had robbed the Turkmans. He now came to 
Rouha, which had been abandoned at his approach; the governor 
whose name was Guzzul (the red) having fled under the influence 
of his feais, and accompanied by a great part of the inhabitants, to a 
lofty mountain, or range of mountains, in the neighborhood. This 
furnished sufficient ground of displeasure with Teymf»r, and he 
caused them to be immediately pursued to their retreat, with fire and 
sword. In the mean time, attended by the Sliaz^dahs of his family, 
and by all his principal generals, Teymur entered Rouha. This city, 
the same as that which is called by the western nations Edessa, and 
possibly, from what follows, the Ur of the Chaldees mentioned in the 
book of Genesis, is here said to have been originally built by Nem- 
roud, or Nimrod; and when visited by TeymAr at the period under 
consideration, to have been constructed in the whole, or for the great- 
er part, of hewn stone. In the vicinity is supposed, among the ori- 
entals, to have occurred the miracle of Abraham’s preservation when 
cast by the tyrant into the burning pile, and when through the inter- 
vention of omnipotence a fountain sprung up in the very midst of the 
fire, which continues running to this day; the edges of the same 
fountain retaining the marks of the smoke to the period at which tlie 
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nuthor of llie Rou7ut-ii';-sufni was employed in ^^rltI^g liis history. 
Tevinur. ho'\o\or, ^\llll the piinccs Ins clnldion, and all the Ameirs 
of his court, hnth hithed in the ‘^priii", and drank of the water, 
continuing at llouha fur the spare ol nearly twcnt\ days, nhich he 
devoted to every species of en)oymrin and reci cation, and during 
which lie caressed and rewarded with the most lilieral bounty, all 
those who had signalized their gallantry and zeal during the recent 
expeditions. 

hile I'l'vmhr continued at Rnnha, the gov ernor of rinssnn Keyfa 
on the Tigris, about thirty miles nortli of Mardcin, availed himself 
of the opportunitv to repair to the presence , and experienced, with 
several rth- r vliicfs ol the surroundm" territorv, the most disiin- 
guislicd inai ks ol lav or 'Tlu* Sultan of Mardein continued, neverthe- 
h ss, lo temporize in Ins ciijragemeuts, and to disappoint the expecta- 
tions which had been tormed ol liis sincerity and punctuality. Re- 
Hi rtin '4 tlu ri fore on the impolicy of undertaking more distant objects, 
while siu h an r.dversarv remained unsubdued within what he might 

consider the cirt uit ol Ins own dominions, Tevmur finally determin- 

• » 

cd on atiickinj; him vviiluuu luriher vlelay , and accordingly put 
Ins Hoops in motion towards Mardein, on the twenty sixth of the 
former Rtbbeia, ol tlic seven hundred and seventy sixth ol the 
hidjerah * While proceeding in that direction he received the sub- 
mission of ‘sult.in \llv prince ol Erzein, or Erznna, to the eastward 
of the 1 igris, in Ixurdestaini, as aUo ol the governoi of Rautmen, or 
Yautmen, in the same territory He was lurther joined, wlnleon 
the march towards Mardein, by Ins wives, the princesses Tchelpan 
Aga, and Dilsliaud Aga, who had been left with the heavy equip- 
ments of the army, on the other side the Tigris Having encamped 
at the station of Huinlik, or Tchuinlik, at the distance of seven 
farsangsf from Mardein, Tej mhr acquired another vassal in Melek 
Ezz-ud-dein prince ot Jezzeirah, who hastened to convince himself 
by personal experience, of the extent of the imperial bounty. 

In the mean lime, receiving positive intelligence of the approach 
of the Teymfirian army, Sultan Eissa conceived it at last expedient 
to }ield to his destiny, and accordingly, followed bv a train of his 
* 29lh Januarj 13D4. t Something less than 24 miles. 
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finest camels, bearing a profusion of all that was rare and costly, 
he directed his steps towards the imperial encampment. Here through 
the intervention of some of the principal ministers, he was admitted 
to the presence of Teyrnfir, and on his bended knees to make an 
offering of the splendid display of valuables which he had prepared 
to mollify the angry spirit of the conqueror. At first the haughty 
Tcheghataian demanded, in a tone of seventy, the reasons that had 
retarded his appearance; but being in the end appeased by his humble 
protestations for mercy, the milder sentiment of compassion was per- 
mitted to supersede the sense of injury, and- the monarch freely bes- 
towed his forgiveness upon the suppliant chief; finally dismissing 
him to his impregnable castle, with the usual compliment of a dress 
of honor and embroidered girdle. Teymfir then removed his en- 
campment to the precincts of Mardein ; where, about the beginning 
of February, of the year one thousand three hundred and ninety four, 
the narrative may for the present be permitted to leave him. 
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CHAP. V. 

T IIEintolloclvinl endowments, and the personal valour and intre- 
pidity of Omar Sheikh, are spoken of with distinguished respect 
bv oriental writers, and we have recently noticed his appointment 
to the co\ eminent of Pars, to which appears to ha\e been subsequently 
added that of Irak Atom, by the well merited confidence of his 
august sire AVhen he had, houcier, been employed for nearly the 
space of a twcl\ c-moiuh in the c\crcisc of his authority, w'hen he 
had succeeded in rc-asscinblmg the tribes and families dispersed 
during the late turbulent and sanguinary periods of misrule, and had 
brought the best part of the country into a wdiolesome state of taxation 
and subjection, his attention was }ct further required to reduce 
scNcral of the dependents of Shah Mtinsur, who had taken refuge in 
some of the castles and inaccessible posts scattered through the 
pro\ inces of Pars and Kermaun, w'here they continued in hostility 
against the Tc> mvinan government. Having, nei ertheless, in a great 
measure secured the tranquillity of the proiinces entrusted to Ins 
charge, and with consummate prudence and address prevailed, either 
by force of arms or means of conciliation, in bringing the adherents 
of the race of ^Idzuflfur to submit to his authority, the Shahzadah 
ventured to dispatch some of his officers to Ouzkund, in the extremity 
of Perghaunah, in order to bring aw'ay tojoin him the wholeof his fam- 
ily, the Ameirzadah Bazferaun, or Banferaun, alone excepted, who 
was possibl} left to continue the government in the name of his father. 
But w'hile he w’as yet engaged in the siege of the fortress of Seirjaun 
in Kermaun, wdiicli still held out against him, and at the period at 
winch his father was proceeding towards Diaurbekir, with the design 
of entering on the conquest of Syria and Egypt, a messenger arrived 
to announce to him, that he was to march immediately by the route 
of Kouh Keyluyah wuth the force of his province, to join the impe- 
rial army. 
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These orders the Shahz^dah put himself in motion to execute 
without a moments delay ; and leaving Eidekou Berlas, with Shah- 
sh&han, the tributary prince of Seiestaun, and Peir Ally SeldAz, to 
prosecute the siege of Seirjaun, he repaired himself to Shirauz, in order 
to complete his equipments for the expedition.' Having dispatched 
that preliminary object, he consigned the government of Pars to the 
care of Ameii Sounjek, who was employed, in conformity with the di- 
rections of Teymur, in rebuilding the fortress of Kohendezz, former- 
ly demolished by Shah Shujia; and leaving his son Eskiinder to reside 
at Shirauz, under the tutelage of Ameir Sounjek, he finally departed 
for Diaurbekir accompanied by another son, Peir Mahommed, pro- 
ceeding through the Shoulestaun, or rocky territory, north-west of 
Shirauz. 

After passing through the greater part of Kfirdestaun without 
accident, the Shahzhdah arrived before an obscure fortress called 
Khermautfi, of which the situation is not precisely defined. It 
contained, however, with a very insignificant garrison, a considerable 
magazine of grain, from which the Shahz&dah dispatched some of his 
attendants to demand a supply for his troops, which was insolently 
denied him. Being apprized by his people of the failure of the 
application, the prince immediately mounted his horse, and ascended 
a neighboring eminence within speaking distance of the place, when 
one of the garrison let fly an arrow, at random, among the cavalry 
by whom he was accompanied. On this not a little enraged, the 
Shahzadah, covering himself with his buckler, hastily advanced 
towards the works; when another arrow from an unknown hand, more 
fatally directed, transfixed him through the principal artery, and 
produced his instant death. This fatal incident is related by other 
authors with some trifling variation; alf, however, agreeing that the 
piince expired on the spot, and that his followers on witnessing the 
premature fall of their master, immediately attacked the fort, and 
having carried it by storm, cut to pieces every living being that they 
found within it, even to the infant at its mother’s breast. 

' The remains of Omar Sheikh were not long afterwards conveyed 
by Peir Mahommed, and his afflicted associates, to Shirauz; where 
they were for some time deposited within a vault, or shrine, con- 
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structed for the purpose. The body was, however, at a sulisequent 
period removed, in contormity with the instructions of Te\mur, to 
the city of Kesh, and there laid in the mausoleum erected by that 
monarch, for his family, on the south side ot the graves of Sheikh 
Slinms-tid-dein Kelaur. and Ameir Toraghai , his brother Jahangueir 
already reposing under an adjoining Dome T he death of this piince 
appears to have taken place some time in the month ot January, of 
the Christian era ISQ^, when he had attained to the forty fiist year 
of his age. “Alas, “ observes the historian on this subject,” wheie is 
the plant that flourishes by the side of even the happiest stream, that 
will not ultimately be laid prostrate by the storm, or where, in the 
firmament of greatness did that sun ever display its radiance, which 
was not finally destined to experience an eclipse.” 

While Tej'mhr was with some degree of anxiety looking for the 
arrival of his son, of whose prudent counsels and experience he was 
willing to avail himself, before he should finally enter on his Syro- 
Egyptian expedition, Towukkel Baliauder unexpectedly appeared 
in camp, and communicated to the imperial generals, to their great 
surprise and embarrassment, the particulars of the late afflicting event; 
being equally at a loss in what manner to disclose, or whether to con- 
ceal the mournful f<.ct from their sovereign Conceiving it, however, 
the safest alternative they proceeded in a bodv to make it knowu to 
him. Teymhr received their intelligence with becoming fortitude, 
and without betraying any of those marks of perturbation which they 
seem to have apprehended In the words of the Kor^n, he devoutly 
expressed himself, “We belong to God, and to him we must return”, 
and bestowing the vacant government upon Mirza Peir jMahommed 
the son of the departed Shahzhdah, shortly afterwards dispatched 
Ouje Kara Baliauder, with the patent of investiture to the young 
prince, who had not yet left Khermautu with the remains ot his 
father; but which he now proceeded to convey to Shirauz without, 
further delay. 

The narrative here resumes its course to observe, that when Shltan 
Eissa finally submitted to place his person at the mercy of Teymur, 
and consented to become tributary to his authority, the imperial 
troops, some for the purpose of collecting the stipulated contribution, 
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and others on their private avocations, proceeded without suspicion 
■ to enter the fortress of Mardein, where, to their great surprise, they 
found themselves nrtmediately assailed by the clamours and insults 
of the disorderly multitude , and the circumstance being instantly 
reported to Teymtir, the Shltan was ordered to his presence, and on 
his knees to account for this unlooked for insolence. From his 
own acknowledgment it was now understood that when he quitted the 
place for the last time, he expressly charged his brothers and confiden- 
tial ministers under no circumstance whateverto surrender either town 
or citadel, not even though they were to receive the most positive 
commands from himself; for he declared that his resolution was 
unalterably taken to devote himself for then sake, and for bis country'. 
The confession coming from his own lips, the process to his con- 
demnation was not ver}'- tedious ; his person was immediately secured 
and committed to safe custod3^ But as the winter was far advanced, 
and the vicinity produced no forage for his numerous cavalry, and 
for the prodigious multitude of cattle which necessarily accompanied 
the army, it was found expedient on thepartofTej^mfir to decamp for 
the present from that neighborhood, and to postpone, to a future and 
more convenient opportunit}'^, the siege and reduction of Maidein. 

It was about the eighth of the latter Rebbeia* that Tej'mfir quitted 
his position before Mardein on this occasion, directing his march foi 
the Kouhestaun — the mountainous region, probably, so called to the 
eastward of the Tigris. When he had, however, proceeded for two 
or three stages on his march, the weather suddenly broke up, and the 
rain fell in such torrents that, according to the inflated language of 
the orientals, the deluge which covered the earth in the time of Noah 
was but . a' period of drought in the comparison The country 
through which the course of the TeymArian armies lay, being at the 
•^same time composed of an extremely soft and loamy soil, they were 
for several days completely bemired in the frequent sloughs, and 
their mules and camels perished in entire strings, and the ram con- 
tinuing to fall occasionally with increasing violence, most of the 
tents were at length abandoned, the exertions of the troops, both 

• lOtli of Februaiy. 
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liorco nntl font. Ucm" now tlirrctrd to mnko tiicir wny llironqli uith 
ns liiiU’ II rutnliraiK't* ns possihlc. 'riir Sl).ili7fi(lalis nnd principal 
conimandc fs. ainonu: ollior f\pcdunts dcMscd to carry them through 
tluir diflicuhu p, canst (1 the sloughs, insc\crnl places, to be overlaid 
M uh pieces of leU nnd coarse blankets, nnd were thus on.ibled to 
cnVci their pass eje \\ ith tolerable fnciliu The heavy rains, 
on this occasion, arc st.itid to have set in on the clc\enth of the 
lati<r Ueblnia. nnd the troops not to ha\c snrniountcd the obstacles 
of \\ Inch they were the cause until the tenth ol the succeeding month 
t)f dummaudy-ul-aw ul ; that is, reckonmt: from the ihiriccnih of 
febrnan to the twillih of march, for a period ol one entire month. 

Some time prc\ious to tin- pr< sent conjuncture, Tc\mhr had dis- 
patched lor Sultaiiniah, a verv \aluahle cnti\o\, cnnipri/ang some of 
the most rare ami precious articles, the trophies ol Ins recent stic- 
cissc'*;, nilemlid for the imperial I unih . This liad heen intercepted 
on the road b\ a certain Sheikh, who had heen introduced to the 
presence of I'eNinfir, and had at thesune time largidv tasted ot Ins 
bountv,in the tram of Mthk l'/7-ud-doin jinnce ot .li27eirah To 
the lerritors of lint prince the plunderer immediatidv retired with 
his hnot\ , and, in dinrt \iolation ol recent engagements, reccned a 
promise ol the most ilb'ciiial prnteition. Repeated mt'ssages were 
coiiM>ed on the part ol 'I'eymur to the prince of .lozzcirah, ns he 
honied for pardon for lits ow n accnmnlaled oHences to demand that 
he would deliver up the rohher , threatening to destroy Ins w'hole 
country — to make it, with all Ms boasted slrongbolds, to disappear 
under the hoofs of Ins ca\alry, if be neglected to comply with this 
demand Confiding in the repvueil strength of Ins capital, dcicnded 
on all sides by the waters of the Tigris, Melek E7z-nd-dein, how'- 
ever, continued deal to every application , and Teymur, therefore, 
resolved on carrying Ins threats into immediate execution. Accord- 
ingly, on ilic thirteenth of the forimr Juminaudy,* leaving his 
heavy equipments holnnd him, he hastened hy lorced marches to the 
Tigris , and having crossed that river by means ol ralts in the course 
oi one day, he prosecuted Ins march, without halting, the whole of 
the night lollownig, and next morning at dawn of daj', he came upon- , 

• l&lli of March 1394. 
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the troops of Ezz-ud dein entjrel}'- unprepared for the dreadful visit. 

In the confusion of the attack, and carnage which ensued, Melek 
Ezz-ud-dein fell into the hands of one of the Teymunan soldiers; by 
hoiTi, after having endured some degree of violence for the discovery 
of his effects, he was finally liberated, and he thus providentially es- 
caped the vortex of revenge which raged round him His unhappy 
country, all that it inhabited^ was, however, consigned to univer- 
sal rapine and depredation, and the greater part of his castles being 
reduced by the different divisions of the army, such an immense 
booty in treasure and cattle was the result, that every soldier found 
himself, for some time at least, raised to a state of independence and 
opulence. His predominant passion for vengeance thus signally 
gratified, Te\ mur v ithdrew from the pro\ ince of Jezzeiraii, and again 
recrossed the 'figris to the left bank , and having given orders that 
the spoil accumulated duiing this last expedition, might he tianspor- 
tcd down the river to Mossule, the whole was embarked on forty 
vessels provided for the purpose, and in the space of ten or eleven 
days securely lodged in the imperial encampment. 

The Vinter being now at an end, Teymfir prepared to carry into - 
execution the designs, which he had been recently constrained to 
postpone, against Mardein , and having mounted a considerable part, 
if not the whole of Ins infantry on horseback, he proceeded on the 
first day of the latter Jummauay,"* towards that place, in sight of 
which, having of course again crossed the T gris to the westward, he 
encamped on the twelfth of the same month - IMeiran Shah, at the 
head of the advanced guard, had preceded at an earlier period. 
The day subsequent to that of his arrival, Teymfir caused the town 
to be attacked, at different points, by the whole force of his army, 
right, left, and centre, and succeeded in carrying it by’’ escalade ; the 
garrison and inhabitants retiring wilh great loss, and considerable 
difficulty, into the interior fort or citadel. This latter called the 
Kella Shahaba, or white, or ash coJouied fort, is descrrbed to be situ- 
ated'On the summit of a lofty mountain, deriving an inexhaustible 
supply of water from a fountain which rises within, and flows down 
the rock in a stream sufficient to turn a water mill, and in effect to 

t 2nd of April. 



hn\c l)ccn equally celebrated by poets and bistonnns for its impregna- 
ble strengtb. The TcMuhnaiis, notwithstanding, earned their attack 
to the fool ot the walls on the ver} first da\, although they withdrew, 
at night fall, to the lower town. On the ensuing day, the attack 
was resumed, and the garrison, coinpletclN appalled by the singular 
persc\craiicc and intrepidity of their assailants, found themsehes, 
howe\cr reluctanllv . constrained to call for quarter. This from a 
fortunate concurrence of circumstaiici s they obtained with unex- 
pected faciht\, Teymur, the moment then pra\ ers w ere made known 
to him, drawing ofl his troops to their encampment , the \cngcancc 
of the conqueror, otherwise awakened to an extraordinary degree, 
being so completel\ disarmed, at the Aer\ crisis at w Inch the besu’ged 
w ere imploring tor mercy, b\ intelligence pist reccncd from .Suliaun- 
lah of llie birth, at that place, of the celebrated Oulugh, or Ulugh 
Bee, the son of Shah llokh, on the nineteenth of the former Jum- 
maudv that the} were not onl\ received to pardon, but the ransom 
stipulated for tliC pieser\ation of their lues and propi rty was entirely 
remitted to them, and the sole jninishmciit inflictid on the occasion 
was a transfer of the government from .Sultan Eissa to Ins brother 
Sill tan Sal ah. 

Moiran Shah was now detached to reduce the terntorv along the 
Tigris upw ards , sln'rilv alter which Tevmur again rccrosscd that 
river to the left bank, where among some ol the heautifnl adjoining 
meadow s in that quarter ho encamped, intciuling, afterashort interval 
of repose, to direct his march towards Allahtank, oi Allahlaug. 

Before, however, he had vet put his troops in motion from the 
agreeable scenes of their present encainjnnent, advices reached him 
from Meiran Shah and jMahommed Shltan, announcing the lioslile 
and rcfractorv spirit discovered on the part oP the people of Kara- 
tchah Hamid, Amida, or Diaur'><kir, the capital ot tlie province of 
that name, presuming as it is alh'ged on the extraordinary strong h 
of their walls. On receipt of this intelligence, Ameir Jahaun Shall 
was immediately dispatched vMth a reinforcement to join the Shah- 
zJidahs, and, shortly afterwards, Teymur in person at the head of the 
mam body proceeded in the same direction , and having forded the 
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Tigris, where at this season it was found a very narrow stream, he 
hastened without further delay to form the siege of Hamid. At 
the period under consideration, according to our author, this city 
was defended by a rampart which for loftiness and massive solidity 
might claim a comparison w»th the most renowned bulwarks of 
antiquity, the celebrated one [at Derbend] ascribed to Alexander of 
Macedon not excepted. It was constructed of hewn stone strongly 
cemented with mortar, and of such a width above as to admit of two 
horsemen riding abreast. It was moreover crowned at top by what 
might be denominated a double parapet, from five to six feet high, 
also of hewn stone, looking one way towards the country, and the 
other inward to the town, and roofed in for the accommodation of the 
garrison. Exclusive of this, it was further strengthened without by 
a second wall, or fausse bray, embracing the whole of the interior 
rampart, with towers at appropriate distances, these latter protected 
against the heat and the inclemencies of the weather, by stone 
projections, or perhaps, sheds tiled over — and lastly ih'ere were, witiiin 
the town, two springs of the purest water, with several spacious 
and magnificent gardens and inclosures, for the recreation of the inha- 
bitants; and It IS asserted that from its foundation to the time at which 
It was nowinvested byTeymfir, a period of four thousand three hun- 
dred years,* it bad never submitted to force, excepting in one single 
instance ; and that was in the infancy of Islkm, when captured by 
the celebrated Khaled the son of U1 Walid, who found means, after 
a protracted siege, to introduce a detachment through the sewer, or 
channel in the w'alls left open to drain off the water in the town. 

On the day after his arrival, Teymfir appeared o^^ horseback at the 
head of his troops, encouraging them to commence, with their usual 
spirit, the operations of the siege; and they proceeded accordingly to 
advance under cover of hurdles and baskets of earth, and in spite of 
tbe stones and missiles showered upon them from above, towards the 
foot of the works. In the mean time, the Ameirs Othman Bahauder, 
Seyud Khaujah, and Arghiln Shah, had received instructions each 
to carry a mine under three particular towers, in order to open a 
fair, passage into the town. Of these commanders Arghfln Shah being 

® It must then have withstood the tremendous catastrophe of the flood ! 
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tlio who wroni^ht In', way ihrouf^h to the top of (he rampart, 
lh(' troops Iroin all siil<'s nninffiiab*lv rushed to the assault; and thus 
a loitnss which, tn a stni;lo ni'^tance only, during a period of more 
than four thousand years h,id, .is wo h.ave just observed, been com- 
pcllerl to submit to eNtiTiinl force, was openly catried after a short 
sie2:c of not more than two nr three dins. 'I'hc garrison, however, 
found means to efleci its escape through some secret subterraneous 
passages; while the unrortunatc inliabitants remained to be pillaged 
of their all to the very minutest article ol their property. A bod}^ 
of pioneers w-as then ordered with mattocks and jiickaxisto demolish 
the towers ol the place, but, when they came to carry tlicir orders 
into e\ccution, the extraorflinnry strength and solidity of the ma- 
sonry was louiid to be such, that the entire demolition w'ould require 
a sacrifice of time aiul labour, so much greater than could be spared 
from more important ob|ects, that they were content with simply 
disin.uitling, or throwing down the battlements at the top of the 
works From Ilamid 'reymur then fin.-illy directed his march for 
Allalitauk, 

As relating to a jicrsotiagc more than once mentioned in these 
pages. It is here thouglil worthy ol notice that, about the crisis under 
consideration it was discovered to Tevmur, by one of the Ouzbeks 
in his sor\ice, that Neik, or Yeik Soufl'y, on whom he had bestowed 
the highest favours, and whom he had more than once’ pardoned for 
repealed acU of disloyally of a similar tendency, had again some trea- 
sonable design in meditation, and that he wasabout to desert the stand- 
ard of his benefactor. He was probably a relative of the Souffles for- 
merly driven from the throne of Khaurezm, by the Teyinhnan victo- 
ries, and if so the sense of obligation was, peiadvcnture, not yet 
sufflcienil}' strong to obliterate the remembrance of such an injury. 
I]e had, how ever w'e are told, been recently promoted to the command 
ot a Tomaun, or division of ten- thousand ; neither Avas there among 
all the generals ot the right w-ing of the army, the princes of the- 
blood ot Jeiigueiz alone excepted, any who possessed a more axalted 
rank or higher confidence. His offence might therefore, whatever 
the nature of it, be considered the less remissible, and he was together 

* Tins u IS to be remembered m.is previous to the invention of Gunpowder or ratiierto 
its introducljon into the operations of uar 
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M-ith his son committed to close confinement; while the unfortunate 
associates of his design were condemned to suffer by the hands of' 
the executioner. 


On his way from Diaurbekir towards Meiafaurekein, and in the 
distiict of Melicrwaun, Teymur received the submission of many 
chiefs of the sui rounding territory, and thus added very considerably 
to the contents of an alieady overflowing treasury. Aftei passing the 
station of Meiafauiekein,* he conceived it expedient to make a divi- 
sion of his force, directing the left wing of the army to proceed under 
the orders of Mahommed SCiltan, by the way of Jiajour, orTchepatch- 
our, probably the Jebakhshour of the maps on the higher Euphrates ; 
while he conducted the centre, or main bod}', accompanied by his 
son Shah Rokli, towards the plains of Moush. The neighborhood 
of that place he reached by the eleventh of the month of Rudjub,f 
but not witliout suffering a very heavy loss in camels, mules, and 
horses, in consequence of the extreme rigour of the weather although 
in the very height of spring, of the depth of the snow, and of the 
almost impassable state of the roads across the mountainous ridges, 
which intersected the couise of his march. The Shahz.\dalis Meiran 
Shah, and Mahommed Sfiltan, with their respective divisions, the right 
and left of the army, rejoined him shortly afterwaids. In his encamp- 
ment on the plains of Moush on this occasion, Teymfir was visited by 
Hadjy Shurf, or Shurruf, the prince of Betleis, or Beths, not far from 
the lake of Van, distinguished above all the chiefs of Kfirdestaun, for 
his benevolent disposition and polished manners Among the presents 
produced on his introduction is described to have been a hay, or 
chesnut horse of extraoidinary beauty and value, which surpassed 
on trial the fleetest coursers in the imperial stud. This independent 
chief experienced from Teyrafir a very kind and gracious reception, 
and, among other proofs of esteem, received a confirmation in the so- 
vereignty of his country, with a very considerable accession of territory; . 
and, what was considered as a singular favor, he was presented on his 
dismission with a vest, or robe, embroideied with gold, together with 
a scarf, or baldric, and a golden hilted scimitar. At the same time, 

^ About five and thirty or forty miles C N. E of Diaurbekir, by the majis 
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llie unforlunate Yclk Soufly was delivered into Ins hands, to be con- 
fined ns a ‘?tatc pri'^oncr in the citadel ofBellcis. 

'While he contiiiiicd oncaniped on the plains of Moiish, several of 
the shalizadahs and piineipal commanders were employed to prosecute 
the var against the 1 urkman tribes , and in particular to urge on the 
puisuit of Kiira Yussuf who had taken to flight on the apjiroach of 
the imperial standard. Among others, Mahommed Derncish Berlas 
M as dispatched loiinest the fortress of Alaniek, in some survey's laid 
dovn north of the lake of Van between Ekhlaut and Allahtauk , 
Meiran Shah being directed to proceed to Ins assistance as soon as he 
should have accomplished the obiect of expelling the hostile tribes 
from the surroundiiifr tcrntor\. The attention of Tevmur was final- 
iv directed to supply the casualties of the recent compaign , and for 
this purpose the imperial Tou atcheis v ere sent ofl' in all directions, 
in order to hasten the necessar}' reinforcements from every part oflns 
dominions, after winch indispensable prelimmaiy he continued Ins 
march lor Allahtauk Passing by Ekhlaut, winch he bestowed m 
Se\urghaul, or pf'rpctual fee, on the prince of Aeideljouz in the 
same neighborhood, [betuecn Ekhlaut and Arpsh], Tevmur availing 
himsell of the opportunity presented by the intervening extensive 
plains gratified in its utmost latitude Ins own, and tbe national pre- 
dilection for the amusements of tbe chase , after u Inch, as lie pio- 
ceeded on Ins march, he was met by Sultan Peir Maliommed the son 
of Jahangueir, with the princesses and the younger brotliers of the 
imperial family, from whom he had been now separated foi a period 
of eleven months 

HaMng detached Teymur Kliaujab the son of Aukbouga, vith 
a division to reinfoice the troops before Alanjek, Teymur, soon after 
tins, presented himself under the walls of Aeidein, [probablv the 
Diadin of the maps,] the garrison and inhabitants of winch appear to 
have capitulated uithout resistance, having been admitted to terms on 
sending out the whole, oi the greater partot their propel ty, in order to 
purchase the forbearance of their formidable invader. From Aeidein 
Teymur seems to have made a retrograde march to the station of 
Ouje Keleissa, or the three churches, [Tresecclesiae], where, after one 
intervening night, he now encamped * and here Ins zealous vassal 
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Tabertpn, prince of Arzenjaun, hastened to an interview with the 
TcheghatSian conqueror, and experienced the reception which was 
due to his services and attachment. 

Although the chiefs of the country had, by this time, for the greater 
part submitted to the authority of Teymftr, the fortress of Aoneik, 
or Avneik, alledged in a pieceding page to be the same with Van, 
on the lake of that name, still continued to resist, under Mezzer, or 
Messer, the son of K^ra Mahommed the Turkman ; and the reduc- 
*^ion of this place became the object towards which the conqueror 
next directed his attention. But, without entering at large with the 
author into a detail of the operations which followed, to the attain- 
ment of that object, it will be sufficient to observe that when the 
loner town had been carried, and after a siege of fortj'- days which 
the garrison sustained in the citadel on the mountain, Messer, 
having failed in repeated attempts to procure terms from his besiegers, 
on the second of the month of Shavaul* submitted to descend from 
his works; and bearing at the same time his sword and winding sheet 
proceeded to throw himself on the mercy of Teymfir, by whom, at 
the intercession of Mahommed Siiltan the son of Jahangueir, he was 
admitted to pardon. Nevertheless, he was for greater secuiity im- 
mediately conveyed to Samarkand. 

The foi tress of Aouneik, having been first discharged of the greater 
part of Its warlike stores and implements of offence, was then con- 
signed to the care of Ameir Ettelmesh , and Teymur, after allowing 
to his troops an interval of five days to repose from their-labours, took 
his departure thence about the eighth of Shavaul ,'|' being the same 
day met on his maich by Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein, from wdiom he re- 
ceived a faithful report of the state of affairs in Transoxiana. The 
spot, on which he now encamped, piesented so many attractions, 
that It was determined to remain there for some days; and on the 
eighteenth of the month, which was set apart foi a very magnificent 
entertainment given to his court and armj^ Teymur publicly attested 
his approbation of the services of Ameir Taherten, by bestowjng 
upon him, afresh, a patent for the country of .Arzenjaun, and the ad- 
• 30lli of 7ulj t 5lli of Augiibl 
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joining districts, accompanied with a superb tiara, and girdle enriched 
with precious stones, 

Amcir Zeirek Tcliaukh had it appears, in the mean time, been em- 
ployed to besiege Ameir Bayezzid in the fortress of Aeidein, [perad- 
venture some place different from that mentioned on a former occa- 
sion], and had exerted himself with such vigor and spirit, that his 
adversar}’’ was soon convinced of the inevitable destruction to 
which he should expose himself and followers, unless he adopted 
some early expedient to avert the danger. He, therefore, dispatched 
a messenger to propose to his besieger, to withdraw his troops to a 
short distance from the town, and to pledge himself m that case to 
come to a personal conference with him. Ameir Zeirek veiy readily 
complied with this proposal, and accordingly removed his camp to the 
distance required , while Bayezzid, availing himself of his credulity, 
quitted the plact' one morning early, without giving him the slight- 
est intimation of his design, and repaired to the imperial head quar- 
ters, where experienced a favorable reception from Teymur. He 
succeeded, moreover, in obtaining from that monarch an Altumgha, or 
golden patent under the sign manual, reinstating him in the govern- 
ment of Aeidein ; and he was finally dismissed with a Khelaut, and 
girdle of gold, and other marks of imperial favor. Ameir Zeirek, in 
the mean time, in consequence of the accommodation thus artfully 
brought about by the address of his opponent, was recalled to join 
the main body of the army. 

While these transactions were in progress in one quarter, a pow- 
erful division was dispatched, by the route of Aukseka, into Geoi- 
gia, under the direction of Burhaun Oghlan, accompanied by the 
Ameirs Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein, Jahaun Shah, and Othmaun ; TeymAr 
in person, having it in contemplation to move in the same direction 
through the forests of Allahtauk. These orders were carried into 
execution, with the ordinary circumstances of plunder and slaughter; 
the troops putting to the sword all of an adverse profession of faith 
who unhappily came in their way. Shortly afterwards, Teymilr ap- 
peared at Kars, on the plaln^ in sight of which, described to exhibit 
the most delightful and beautiful scenery, he encamped for some time. 
In addition to the circumstances of a tendency auspicious to his 


A H 7fl(5. 
A.D 1394 

R()iizut-us- 

suffa. 



184 


a'd 1394 marked the period under consideration, we record the 

ir ouzu't ^- tuesday the 26th of Shavaul.f of another son to Shah Rokh, 

siifla. who received the name of Ibrauhim Shltan ; and the event was cele- 
brated with every demonstration of joy for the space of one and 
twenty days, at the termination of which, Teymtkr lemoved from the 
shady groves, and enamelled meadows in the neighborhood of 
Karss, and again pitched Ins tents on the plain of Meinekgoul, 
described, by De la Croix, as a village at the foot of Mount Joudi, 
or Ararat. Here be was rejoined by the Ameirs who had been re- 
cently employed in Georgia, and who now presented themselves to 
their sovereign, loaded with the booty which they had acquired in 
the several towns and castles captured during the expedition. This 
gave occasion to a fresh course of festivities; after which Tevmiir 
proceeded to encamp on the broad summit of an eminence, or table 
land, some where in the same neighborhood of mount Ararat. 

On the twenty first of the month of Zilkaudhh,* Mirza Shah Rokh 
received his father’s instructions to proceed to Samarkand, in order to 
assume the government of that capital, and of the rich and fertile pro- 
vince dependent upon it. The princesses Seiai Melek Khaunuin, and 
Tomaun Aga, with the othei ladies of theimperial family, were direct- 
ed, at the same time, to accompany the Shahzadah to Sultauniah, 
there to reside until the course of events might otherwise require. 
On the removal of these favorite branches of his family, Teymur re- 
solved to gratify the ambition, long rankling in Ins bosom, to engage 
in peison in the war aheady begun against the unbelieving Christians 
of Georgia, generally known by the appellation of the Karakalkanhk, 
or black buckler tribe J This design he carried into execution without 
further delay , but as the persecuted inhabitants took refuge among 
the hills and other inaccessible posts of a mountainous region, they 
for some time eluded the effects of his fury. They were, however, 
pursued by the I'eymflrians, with plunder, and slaughter, and desola- 
tion in their train, into their most inaccessible retreats ; wiiile Teymur 
himself, hunting as he advanced, penetrated without difficulty to 
Ti^flis, the seat of goveinment, and the largest of the cities of Georgia. 
From thence he is said to have returned by the way of Shekky, the 
* 23rd of August. t lOtb ot December. J De la Croix. 
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Ameirs llad.iy Scyf-nd-tlcm, and Jaliaun Shall, witli other great 
commanders being empIoN cd to o^er-rnn the country on either hand, 
\Mth instructions, ho^^ c^ or, to treat with humanity and indulgence 
such of the natives as CMiiced a dispo:,ition to submit without resis- 
tance, while they were to eMerminatc without mercy all who presum- 
ed to oppose the authoritv of their master. 

In conformitN with their instructions these distinguished chieftains 
proceeded to carry plunder and havoc through the country, both hill 
and vale, and ha\ing made captives of the unfortunate inhabitants 
of e\eiv tribe and lamilv, conducted them in crowds to the impeiial 
encampment Sheikh Nur-ud-dein, the son of Saurbouga was dis- 
patched, at the same tunc, with a strong division into the neigh- 
boring Kouhestann, or iiioniitauious region, where he extended 
without resistance the ravages of fire and sword, the native sovereign, 
Siddi Alh Sliukker, probabl\ Shekkv, having abandoned the country 
in dismay at the approach of these fierce invaders. The Teymfirian 
general then rejoined his sovereign with the spoil accumulated during 
this incursion. 

"While engaged in these operations, intelligence w'as conveyed to 
Tej miir, that a body of the troops of rouktemesh under Ally Oghlan, 
Eloyaus Oghlan, and other shahzadahs of the race ofJujy, had passed 
the straits of Derbend, and already oyer-run great part of the territory 
of Ibrauhim Shirvaun Shah the liege vassal of the Tcheghataian 
monarch. The latter, on this information, put his armies in motion 
without a moment’s delay in that direction, but the instant they 
became apprized of the approach of the imperial standard, the Tartars 
resolved on a timely retreat, and accordingly withdrew from the 
danger. Teymhr then displayed his gilded pavilions among the rich 
pastures of Mahmudahad, wdiere he now determined to fix his winter 
quarters, and messengers were accordingly dispatched to SCiltauniali, 
to recal the princesses w'lth the younger branches of the imperial 
family, ivho crossed the K&rr some tune afterwards, and hastened to 
the presence of their august benefactor, in the territory east-w'ard of 
that river. Meiran Shah having, in the mean time, quitted the vicinity 
of Alanjek, w-as also directing bis march for the head quarters of his 
father, and on Ins arrival at Baubi, in the territory of the K&rakal-. 
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Icanlik, was there blessed with the birth of another son, to whom, on 
intelligence of the event, his grandfather assigned the name of Ayjel, 
or more probably Anjeil. About the same crisis Peir Mahommed 
the son of Omar Sheikh, received the commands of Teymdr to repair 
to court, leaving the Ameirs Sounjek, Hdsseyne Joghdawul, and Ally 
Beg the son of Eissa, with a competent force to maintain his autho- 
rity at Shirauz. 

Thenarrative now recurs, for a moment, in order tobringupthealFairs 
of Sdltan Ahmed the Eylekhaunian, to the peiiod at which that prince 
was flying before the 'fury of the Teymdrians through the desert 
westward of the Euphrates, on his way into Syria. Having, as for- 
merly mentioned, succeeded in escaping the pursuit of his enemies, 
who at one time pressed hard upon him, his inclination led him to 
proceed first to Aleppo ; where, in iconsequence of instructions from 
Sdltan Barkouk, at this conjuncture the sovereign of Egypt and Syria, 
the principal inhabitants received him with -the most generous hos- 
pitality, at the same time liberally supplying him with all he wanted. 
While he remained at Aleppo, to repose from the -fatigues of a 
disastrous retreat, and amidst the blandishments of Arabian beauty to 
dissipate the recollection of past misfortunes, a message was -conveyed 
from Melek Barkouk, tendering the whole force of his government and 
its resouices to aid him in the recovery of his dominions. Having re- 
ceived the bearer of this magnanimous proposal with the distinguished 
regard to which -it was entitled, Shltan Ahmed proceeded to Damas- 
cus, and there also experienced from the inhabitants the most friendly 
and hospitable reception, being lodged with a distinction every way 
worthy of his exalted rank, in the palace of the government. From 
thence, after devoting some days to the festivities prepared by the 
citizens for his entertainment, he-continued his journey into Egypt; 
where on his arrival, at some distance from Kaherah, he was met 
by Melek Barkouk, and by him conducted with the honors due to 
his rank and misfortunes, to a village on the banks of the Nile, 
called Nezza, where preparations had been made for his recep- 
tion. The Egyptian monarch presented him, at the same time, 
with one hundred and thirty beautiful Arabian coursers, and thirty 
three suits of dress embroidered with gold; neither did the bounty 
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of tlie Maiimluk pnncc terminate here, since not a clay was suf- 
fered to pass in vlucli his royal guest was not furnished from 
the same source, with some cosily and delicate article for his \vard- 
robc, and with the choicest \ lands for his table. 

"When the festivities incident to his arm al drew at length to a 
conclusion, the two inonarchs proceeded to deliberate on matters of 
more serious importance, those which related to the restoration of 
the exiled prince to his throne and dominions; and it was finally 
resolved that he should be conducted to Aleppo, at the head of a 
poccerful army, \\ Inch \\ as immediately equipped at the expence of 
the Egyptian, the gates of whose treasury were unreservedly and 
liberally thro\Mi ojien on the occasion. Sultan Ahmed was ac- 
cordingly dismissed, shortly afterwards, accompanied by the troops 
destined to co-operate in his restoration. Receiving, however on 
his arrnal at Aleppo, intelligence that Te3'mfir at the close of his 
expedition against the Georgians, was preparing to march into Kep- 
tchauk, the Sultan, having framed some apology for declining their 
ser\ ices, suddenly dismissed his Egyptian auxiliaries, and hastened 
towards Baghdad at the head of his own followers; and Khaujah 
Jilahmud the Subbuzwaurian, having abandoned the capital on his 
approach, the Eylekhaunian, some time in the course of the seven 
hundred and ninety seventh of the hidjerah, succeeded, without fur- 
ther difficulty, in repossessing himself once more of the throne of 
Arabian IrJik. 

At the approach of the vernal equinox of the same year, Teymfir, 
who had meditated for some months past on the design of inflicting 
fresh and signal vengeance on his detested adveisary Touktemesh, 
prepared, without further delaj", to carry that design into execution. 
With his usual solicitude to provide for the security of persons so 
dear to him, having again sent oflf the princesses of his family tow- 
ards SOltauniah, with instructions that the ro^^al consorts Ser^i 
Melek Khaunum, and Tomaun Aga, and the younger branches of 
the imperial slock should proceed straight to Samarkand, he accord- 
on tke seventh of the former Jummaudy, of the seven hundred 
and ninety seventh of the hidjerah,* with the lohole of spring ’andt 
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siimmci hejoie him, put his troops in motion for the wide extended 
countries on the Volga. In the mean time, Shums-ud-dein a native 
of Almaulegh, distinguished foi his consumnate talents and address 
as well as for extraordinary powers of elocution, had, at an earlier 
period, been dispatched from Mahmudabad, with letters to the Khaim 
of Keptchauk, proposing to him with equal indifference the alterna- 
tive of peace or var. 

Having obtained access to the court of Touktemesh, the agent of 
Teymur presented to that monarch theletters of his soveieign, which 
are described to have made considerable impression ; and, together 
with the diplomatic skill and address of the negociator, to have pro- 
duced in the mind of the successor of Jujy, a sentiment decidedly 
favorable to an accommodation of his differences with the Tchecrha- 

O 

taian. This was, however, speedily over-ruled by the uninformed 
and hostile spirit of the leading chiefs of his tribe and nation; by 
whom he was finally prevailed upon to dismiss the envoy with an 
equally insolent and acrimonious reply ; which vas punctually deli- 
vered by Shums-ud-dein to Teymiir, now encamped on the river 
Semour or Samour, which disembogues into the Caspian about six 
or seven and twenty miles to the southward of Derbend. 

Teymur, whose angry passions were not a little agitated by the 
tenor of this communication, proceeded to review his troops, which 
appear to have formed on this occasion one vast line, on the left of 
the river just mentioned, from the spot where it v ashes the foot of 
Alburz, or Caucasus, to that in which it enters the Caspian, a dis- 
tance of five farsangs,* the Kumbul, or advanced guard, of the left 
wing of the army resting at the foot of Alburz, and that of the right 
on the sea shore, Ilut whatever its numbers or extent, and it is 
affirmed that either in numerical strength or equipment for war ,thc 
pen of history does not furnish an example of such a force assem- 
bled in one point since the time of Afrausiab, Teymur contrived in 
person to inspect the wdiole, right left and centre, from flank to 
flank, between sunrise in the morning and the hour of dusk in the 
evening. On this also, as on former occasions as he passed tiieir divi- 
sions, he received the homage of the different Ameirs, who on their 

" About I7iiiiles and OOvards. 
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ktu'o*; innclo him nn oflonnq; ol tlic choicc^l hor'^os in llipir possession. 
'I'lic \^ hole ;\nn\ then jinl in motion, nnci, shortly afterwards 
passine: the str.iits- of Derhend, fell upon the horde of ICctaugh, in 
.illiancc with l\mktemc‘;h, whieh was surrounded in sucli a manner 
that not one in a thousmid escaped the sworil of the TcNmurians 
In the mean time, anen^o^ from 'rouktemesh appeared on the 
outskirts of the Te\murian encampment, hut, although suHiciently 
familiarired to scenes of this description among the thrones which 
surrouiuled the standard ol his own sovereign, he was so completely 
terror stricken with tlu' rontemplation of that prodigious assemblage 
of armed men that swarmed in <wcr\ quarter, that he instantly 
returned upon his si<'ps w itliout proceeding further, and hastened 
on the w iiies of spi oil to rommuiiicate to Ins master that his puissant 
.’iitationist. at the head of a tremendous armv, was at hand, and w’ould 
\ erv shortl\ he upon him. On receipt of this intelligence Toukte- 
iiiesh himself is alleged to ha\o participated in the alarm of his 
ambassador, but, at all c\cnts, he conceived it expedient w-ithout a 
moments d(la\, to detach one of his generals of the name of Karan- 
lche\, immediately in ad\ance, with a body of his best troops. On 
the other hand, Teymur, who had by this time eonducted his armies 
to the station of Turki, Tarky, or Tarku, no sooner learnt of the 
encampment of this division on the Aubjuv, or Ivhiii, or Ivoisou, a 
ri\er ten or twelve miles in his front, than he resolved on an attempt 
to surprise it , and for this purpose marching at the head of a chosen 
bodv of cavalry'’ unilcr cover of the night, and crossing the river at 
dawn of day, he fell sword in hand upon the enemy', whom he thus 
cither completely destroyed, or dispersed in every direction. After 
which he proceeded without further obstacle to the river Sounje, or 
Sounja, the southern branch of the Terek, where he next encamped. 

Touktemesh with the main body of his army had, in the mean 
tune, taken post on the left bank of the principal branch of the 
Terek, the passage of which he seemed, by his preparations, determin- 
ed to dispute. But when he became apprized of the defeat of his 
adv'anced division, and of the subsequent movements of Tey'mur, his 
firmness forsook him , and he withdrew in considerable dismay to 
the Koury, or Koura, a river the course of which appears suddenly 
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A d'i 935 Caspian, about seven and twenty or thirty 

Ttouzut-us.’ Teymfir, with his victorious troops, 

suffa. having discovered a part where it was fordable, crossed over with- 
out opposition, to the northern bank of the latter river, which, in 
the expectation of obtaining that subsistance for the army which 
had become extremely short and precarious, he coasted to the left 
upwaids, in the direction of the country of Khoulaut. In these 
circumstances intelligence was unexpectedly conveyed to him, by 
his scouts, that Toukteraesh with the whole of his army had taken 
the same direction, and was following close upon his rear. Prompt 
and decisive in all his measures, Teymiir immediately countermarch- 
ed, and, having arranged his troops for battle, proceeded to meet the, 
enemy. 

Approached within a convenient distance these formidable rivals 
then, once more, encamped in the presence of each other, Teymur oa 
his part immediately giving directions to fortify his position with a 
double ditch and breastwork of fascines and hurdles, and possibly 
further strengthened with palisades. At the same time, orders were 
circulated that no person should stir from his post during the night; 
that the strictest silence should be observed throughout the encamp- 
ment ; and every other precaution enforced to guard against the pos- 
sibility of surprise. In the course of the same night, however, not- 
withstanding the obligations which should, have bound him to his 
benefactor, and availing himself of the proximity of his former asso- 
ciates, Aybaunje, or Aybauje Oglilan, one of the Jiijian Shahzadahs, 
suddenly forsook the standard of Teymiir, and fled to the camp of 
the enemy. 

When day* succeeded to this night of awful suspense, the hostile 
armies, like the billows of the ocean rolling in sullen agitation before 
the impending storm, might be seen preparing for the tremendous con- 
flict in which they were about to close. Teymbr, on his part, disposed 
ofhis troops in seven massive Kouls, divisions, or columns, the largest 
of which he consigned to the management of his grandson Mahom- 
med Stlltan ; taking post in person, in the rear of the whole of 

* According to De la Croix it was the 23id of the latter Juniniaudy, corresponding 
with the 13th of Apnl, 
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seven and twenty KoushAns, stationed as a body of reserve to act 
as circumstances might require. Hisright wing, most probably, rested 
on the left bank of the Terek, the left of the enemy touching the 
sam«‘ river directly opposite to the Teymfirians. 

In the mean time, while the troops on each side, with tumultuous 
clamour and mutual defiance, and amidst clouds of dust which ob- 
scured the light of day, were entering on the work of destruction, a 
messenger from his left wing, announced to Teymfir that a body of 
the enemy, from the right of Touktemesh, led on by Kounjah Oghlan, 
and Beguiaurek Oghlan, two of the Shahzadahs of the race of Ji^jy, 
together Mith Daoud Souffy the Khaurezmian, son-in-law of Touk- 
temesh, and other distinguished Nhyans, had either alreadj’’ attacked, 
or were approaching in superior force to assail him, on that flank. 
On which, without a moments hesitation, and with the foresight 
matured by so many victories, the Tcheghatkian monarch hastened, 
at the head of the Koushfins of the reserve, to oppose the designs of 
the enemy, and to wrest from him the advantage of which he might 
for a moment have possessed himself, in that part of the field. Un- 
able to sustain the charge of the imperial squadrons, now led against 
them under the eye of their sovereign, the troops of Touktemesh 
were compelled to give way in considerable disorder ; but some of 
the victorious squadrons puisuing with too great eagerness, the ene- 
my recovering the support of their mam battle, suddenly wheeled 
about upon their pursuers, and repulsed them with some loss to the 
very person of Teymfir, the Koushhns who had remained for his 
protection dispersing in the utmost consternation at this unexpected 
recoil of their adversaries. 

In this situation Teymfir continued for a considerable time exposed 
to the most imminent personal danger; the enemy pressing towards 
him on all sides with little opposition, and with all the oonfidence 
of recent success. He was, however, finally rescued by his usual 
good fortune, and by the singular gallantry of some of his captains; 
and first by the heroic self-devotiou of Sheikh Nur-ud-dein, the son 
of Saurbouga, who, dismounting from his horse, hastened at the haz- 
ard of his own to protect the life of his sovereign, and being imme- 
diately joined by fifty other warriors equally brave and loyal, all to- 


A H. 797. 
A D 1395 

llouzut-us- 

sufia. 



192 


A. H 797. 
A. D. 1395. 

Rouziit US' 
suffa. 


gether, by lh6ir united ond unerring skill in the application of their 
bows, succeeded m keeping in check the advance of their assailanis; 
while Mahommed Azaud, his brother Ally Shah, and Towukkel 
Bawertchey, each seizing a waggon, or cart, belonging to the enemy, 
drew them up, and fastened them together as a tcheper, or breastwork, 
to defend the person of the veteran monarch. Soon afterwards Allah- 
daud, with his faithful Koushdn, the cohois jftdehs perhaps, arrived 
to his support, and, also dismounting, threw himself on his knees by 
the side of the gallant Nhr-ud-dein, with whom he brought his 
arrows to bear with deadly effect on the assailants. He was followed 
by Hussey ne Melek Koutchein, with the mace bearers, and by 
Ameir Zeirek Tchauk6, with his Kousliijn, who arranged themselves 
successively on foot to second the efforts of their brave associates 
in arms; until the intrepid phalanx was completed by the arrival of 
Oustoua, another chief, with his Koushhn, and by a considerable part 
of the centre division. Thus by^ degrees the battle became more 
equal ; and although the troops of Touktemesh continued to pour 
down in formidable numbers, to the support of their countrymen, and 
renewed their onsets against the Teyroifrians, with persevering fury 
and audacity, thei'r adversaries on foot took such unerring aim, 
and plied their bows with such unceasing activity, that every attempt 
to bear them from their post proved unavailing. The conflict, how- 
ever, snll continued to rage with unabated fury and animosity, and 
mutual slaughter, when Mahommed Shltan, with the troops of Ins 
division, came up, and finally enabled the Teymfinans to advance 
with united impetus against the right wing of the main body of the 
enemy ; which was shortly afterwards thrown into confusion and 
driven from the field of battle. 

Tn the mean time, the veteran Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein had been en-^ 
gaged in a conflict equally arduous and critical on the right of the 
iTeymfirians , having been at once assailed, and surrounded by the 
advanced guard of the opposite army of the enemy, under Eissa Beg, 
and Bukhshy Beg Khaujab. Thus circumstanced the brave chief, 
like his compeers on the left, was compelled with his tomaun to 
combat on foot ; and like them also, though hard pressed by the 
accumulating force of the enemy, he succeeded in keeping his as- 
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saihnts in chock, unit) finnlly rchovotl hy Am^'ir Jahaun Shah, who 
MUli a (Inision of tlic imporial troops burst with irresistible fury 
through tlie curronndine: hostile throng, and with him united threw 
hiinsidf upon the onoiny, whom in their turn they now drove before 
them, \Mih such si’\tre execution, that they no more attempted to 
renew the conflict. With equal gallantry Temur Khau)ah, the son 
of Ankbouga, succeeded in hearing from their stations the divisions 
of iheenenn opposed to him; and Ameir 7adah Ilustum, the son of 
the departed Omar Sheikh, in particular, headed such destructive 
charges aiiainst the ad\ersc ranks, as to ha\e revived, at an age when 
not N ct emerged from childhood, the lustre of Ins lather’s renow'n. 

But It would contribute little to the reader's information to dw’ell 
further on the circumstances of this eventful battle, in winch, as we 
ha\e already seen, the p( rson of I'cn mur appears to ha\e been expos- 
ed to more imminent danger, than at an}* period since Ins accession 
to so\creign power. I» may be sun'icient to add that finding aflairs 
assume an aspect the \ery reverse of Ins hopes, and that providence but 
too manifestly declared in fa\or of his adversary, Touktemesh, accom- 
panied hy the whole of the Shah/adahs of the race of Jujy attached 
to Ins cause, at last reluctantly submitted to quit the field to the vic- 
torious Te> murians , who pursued to a considerable distance with 
all the eagerness and animosity of the most bloodthirsty vengeance. 
The Shazadahs of the family of Teymur- hastened on the other hand, 
together wnh Ins principal generals to the presence of their august 
and triumphant leader, whom on their knees they proceeded to con- 
gratulate on the achievement of tins important victory ; w'hile he 
embraced them in Ins turn, with paternal affection, and bestowed 
upon them the most gratifying applause for their exertions during 
the tremendous conflict. The imperial standard w'as shortly after- 
wards advanced to the banks of the Kourfii; that river north of the 
Terek, on wdnch the armies of Touktemesh had been assembled 
previous to the battle, and on wdnch the victors now encamped. 
With that solicitude to distinguish and rew'ard the meritorious, 
wdnch cannot fail to produce the noblest emulation on the day of 
trial, Tej^mur there hastened, for his devoted and intrepid zeal in the 

3 c 


A H. 707 
A D. 1.105. 

llou7iil-ns- 

aulTa. 


VOL. III. 



194 


A. H. -797. 
A. D. 1395. 

Ilouziit-us- 

sufla. 


recent conflict, to load the brave and loyal Sheikh Ntir-ud-dein, with 
honors and distinctions far beyond his associates ; in particular after 
presenting him with one of the most valuable horses in the imperial sta- 
bles, adress embroidered with gold, and a beltenriched with costly jew- 
els, to complete tlie catalogue of his bounties, bestowed upon him the 
magnificent and princely donation of one hundred thousand 
dinaurs, which, if of the denomination usually referred to in these 
pages, would amount to little less than forty-six thousand pounds 
steiling, or perhaps to ten times the value at the present day.* 
Leaving the booty acquired by his victory, together with all the 
heavy baggage and impediments of the army in charge of Meiran 
Shah, who was lame, in conscvjuence of a fall from his horse some 
time previous to the battle, and placing the Ameirs Yadgaur Berlas, 
and hadjy Se3^f-ud-dein, under the orders of that prince, Teymfir, 
with the remainder of his troops, hastened to continue the pursuit of 
Touktemesh to the banks of the Attel, the great river Volga so call- 
ed by the Orientals. Arrived on the western bank of that river, he na 
longer hesitated to disclose his designs in favor of Kfiirytchauk Ogh- 
lan, the son of Orous Kbaun the former monarch of Keptchauk, who 
had for some time been an obsequious attendant on his person, and 
whom he now dispatched to the opposite side of the river accompani- 
ed by a body of his countrymen, who had hitherto served under the 
imperial standard, to take possession of the dominions of his ancestors. 
Having been invested by the hands of his benefactor with the usual in- 
signia of royalty, a diadem of gold, a gold embroidered robe, and a belt, 
baldiic, or scarf, enriched with jewels, the Tartar prince proceeded 
accordingly across the Volga to the eastward, where he exerted himself 
with becoming energy to establish his claims to the throne of his 
father. Touktemesh had indeed by this time totally abandoned the 
country, and with the affrighted lemnant of his followers plunged 
into the boundless wilds and forests of Boular, or Asiatic- Bulgaria, 
the country between the Volga, Siberia, and the icy sea, the greater 
part of his nobles and principal officers dispersing at the same time 
in different directions, for the preseivation of life. The feyrnfinaiis, 
on the other hand, hastened to act over again the scenes of slaughter 
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r.ni1 r.ipin<' nlrrridv nnrr r\l»iliHr(l on ihnr pari tliroii^lionl tlie uido 
pl'unv ol Krpi.'liiiik. r trr\ iiij: lh«‘ w f)rk nf (lr‘:nl,iiion and 
ln\or r.T-iwnrd f>l ili< ^ nliiu)‘-l as far nr>rtli as on their foniiLr 
( \|n ilition, lo tin M rje <^1“ p* r< niii tl d itkiu ss — iln 7a'ilnMni,C'iinnu*r- 
1 Ml sh nil's, nr lon^’ iiu’lii ol ihe jiolat n uioiis. 1 1 _\ mhr r* in lined, in 
ill! nil Ml iniK . < 111 lUi prd ai ilii st.iiton ol \ niili 7 koliik, or Vii/hkn- 
Ink, on die p! ons ro the westward ol Xslrnkhaii ; \s liere ho was 
sli.Milv tpirwards n loini d li\ Mi inn Mi.ih, wiili some of llioso 
reimnnndiis who li-'d In on hit hehind with ihe h(‘i\ \ lt.oj'.:apo. 

'1 he .dtsi in e of livnuir Ironi his nati\e rloininioiis had In eii pro- 
tnciid. I>\ ihis tnm. Ion pi nod some tliiiij: In wmd what nm;hl ho 
e Nacth pr< srt ih> (I h\ thi m i\uns of snnnd polie\, the 'greater pari 
ol the prinri v of his Idood, ind his .dd< st t,i nerals ha\ im^ accompani- 
ed him m the * xpi dition . Mid\«t thtsl.itur nrcumsiancc, under 
tin iioionmts flo iliilit\ oforH tilal inor ds. miclil, for •‘iindrs weijlltv 
cniisidi r iiunis, li'ue eontnlmii d to diiminsli, rather than augment 
tin itironr 1 mem 1 Inn nU i ru d to. as iiienk ntal to the personal ah- 
senro of the somtiuh At all events, I e \ mhr coiicLMt cd it al this 
conjimeniro e \pi dn lit to disp itrh his •.•ruulson I’oir M.ihommcd, the 
son of Omir ‘sin ikh, to provide for the sinirity of Sliiratir, and the 
provmcisiii lint ejiiariir, while sner.d of his most elistmguishcd 
Aim its should proceed ni ihes.mie Him* h) his orders, for the same 
purpose to .‘sannrkaiiel. I’eir M ihommed drpiritd accordinelv for 
Shiraiir, at the luael of si\ ihoiisaml horse, to he accompanied part 
of the wav liv Ghi V antli-ud-dein Terkhnn, and Amcir Shmns-ud- 
dein Alihas.vv nil an inferior deiachincnt of three lliousand ultimately 
destined for n'ransoM.ma Ilav me procee'ded, how cv cr, together ns 
far as Ardebeil, they received intelligence that Kfira Yusmif, at the 
lic-id of a liodv of Turkmans of superior force, was encamped in the 
iieichborhood of Alahiaiik, with the rlesign of making an attempt on 
Khoi. On whicli.as had Innm originally prescribed to them, Shums- 
iid-dein Abbas, and bis collcgiic, prosecuted tbeir maicli for ,Sainar- 
kand, while Peir Mahommed made the best of liis way to Tebrciz, in 
order to assemble the troops of the province; and he was shortly 
afterwards joined at that place by several of the chiefs subordinate 
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A* I) 1305 authority of Meiran Shah, with the military force destined for 

"F ouzui- lir' protection Azerbfnjaun. 

Buffa. On the other hand, when he had drawn together a force adequate to 
his purpose, Peir Mahommed advanced without further delay to op- 
pose the designs of K^raYhssuf; and reachinga particular spot without 
obstacle became there apprized that a detachment of the enemy, sent 
forward by the Turkman chiefto explore and scour the country, had 
taken post in the K^raderrah, or black pass, a strong defile in the 
mountains, which at a subsequent period formed the boundary 
between the Turkish and Persian dominions, lYith equal prompti- 
tude and decision the young prince resolved on an attempt to cut 
off this detachment; and accordingly coming upon them with a 
suddenness which precluded resistance, all those who could escape 
fled with the utmost consternation to the Bend-e-mauhy, the river 
which flows into the lake of Van, so called from its fish-wear, to 
which Kdia Yfissuf had at this period removed his head quarters, 
but from whence he instantly withdrew in dismay, on intelligence 
that the Teymfirians were approaching. In effect the Shahzadah came 
upon the heels of the fugitives to Bend-e-mauhy, a station it would 
appear of the same name with the river, and from thence dispatched 
a part of his force in pursuit of the Turkman, as far as Aouneik, or 
Avenic. Here, the enemy having disappeared without leaving a 
vestige to indicate the course of his flight, it was thought advisable 
to terminate the pursuit; and Peir Mahommed, being at liberty to 
resume his march for Shirauz, now proceeded to Sbltauniah, where 
he was hospitably entertained in his progress by Khaunz^dab, the 
consort of his uncle Meiran Shah. 

Having resolved, soon after the defeat of Touktemesh, to extend 
the career of his arms through the possessions of the race of J^jy to 
the north west of the Volga, Teymfir was now on his march towards 
the Ouzy, Dnieper, or Borysthenes, AmeirOthman the son of Abbas, 
having been already dispatched in that direction, at the head of the 
advanced guard. At Mankermen on that river, some (distance above 
its disemboguement into the Euxine, and possibly some where op- 
posite to the modern city of Kherson, this commander came upon 
BegyaUrek Oghlan with part of an Ouzbek tribe, whom he plundered 
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nnil rjUiri'lv dicpcrrd, ilio rliiof only rcmping, nnd limt uitli the 
uimovi thHicnUy. Alannrtlln ih»' trrnf\ jng reports which preced- 
ed the approach of the 'I'cn niuriaiis, Taiish Temhr Oghlan nnd 
Anktao, two otlur chieltains of the same race, fled in dismay to the 
opjiosito hank of the Hot\sihenes ; and allhonpli a nation with whom 
thev wore in perpetual hostility, indiscreetly threw* ihcinsclvci for 
protoetion on the trdu s ot Herniedai, then inhahitiiii; the territory 
above Kherson. In whom tiny were attacked without remorse, and 
immediuel\ plnitderc d of all their property, 'riie 'romaiin of Anklao 
eontrned, hnwe\er, to iscipe ami to srenre an as\|nm in the penm- 
Mila of .\natolia, at Kra Yacn, according to I)e la Croix, 

lletnrninr: from theOnry, or Horv sthenes, which np)icars to have 
ternunatcil his career westward, 1 evmur now proceeded in a northern 
direction, tow uiK old Uussja: and on the hanks of the Titn, Tanais, 
or Don, the Onrhek prince lUg^aiirik Oghlan, w as again o\ ertnkcn» 
ninl this lime completely surrounded In the imperial troops. In this 
despi't'-ite siiuation the Tartar chu f found himself reduced to the dire 
t.eecssiiv of ahandoning liis women and chihlren, one son alone 
excepted, w nil whom he finallv eontrned to efleci his escape through 
the (hmrers with which he was on evors side enclosed. The family 
fell immcdiatelv into the iiamls of the 'rcMiiunaiis, In whom they 
were conducted without dehn to the jircsencc of their sovereign 
I'rom the conqueror they experienced, hov\ ever, a degree of kindness 
and liheralitv , vorv difToreiit from what they might hav c hcon led, 
In then apprehensions, to expect. They found a suite of tents set 
apart for then accommodation; and the} were finally dismissed to 
rejoin the fugitive prince, highly pleased with their treatment, nnd 
furnished with money and every nqinsitc to cnahle them to attain 
their object. 

At this juncture Mciran Shah, with several of the subordinate 
Ameirs, appears to haven been again detached to over-tun the territory 
to the westward, subject to tlic nulhority of the princes of the race ot 
Jfijy ; where he completed what had liccn left unfinished of the 
plunder and desolation of the country, extending the career of ven- 
geance throughout the whole of Orous and Orousjek, great nnd 
little Russia, and carrying off an incredible number of the most beau- 
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tiful captives both male and female, together with an immense booty 
in sheep and camels^ and other cattle of every description. With 
equal fury and inveteracy Mahommed S/iltan, the son of Jahaungueir, 
laid waste the ppssessions of Kabllnjy Karav/ul, perhaps Kraal,* and 
of several other tribes who had abandoned their habitations, and wan- 
dered over the hills and plains to escape the destroying sword of the 
Teymhnans; but who were compelled to share in the dreadful calami- 
ties, which seemed to overspread the country with a fatality which 
nothing could elude. 

On the other hand, Teymur now conducted his victorious Kou- 
shuns to the gates of Moscow, the metropolis of the Czars, which 
he appears to have entered without resistance , the whole of the sur- 
rounding territory being consigned to indiscriminate rapine, and 
suffering every species of enormity from the unbridled excesses of a 
barbarous soldiery. The Tcheghatkian monarch, in a series of march- 
es not explained, returned shortly afterwards south to the city of 
Azhk, on the Don near its entrance into the sea of Azof; and possibly 
the city of the latter name on the same spot, the Kauf having been 
substituted for the Fe, through the lapse of time and the inadvertency 
of transcribers. Some time after his arrival, Teymfir was here joined 
by Meiran Shah, with the division under his orders from his western 
incursion. 

The annals of the Russian empire will doubtless furnish ample and 
interesting details' of' the horrors of this dreadful period; but the 
object of these pages is to exhibit the testimony of oriental history^ 
and the above ns all that we derive from the Persian original now 
before us. ' The Russian Government was, probably^ at this time 
tributary to the sovereigns of Keptchauk Tartary, and became thus 
obnoxious to the fury of Tej'mAr, who made no distinction between 
willing subjection, and compulsory obedience. At the^concliision of 
four centuries afterwards, in the ever memorable autumn of 181 ^, the 
unfortunate' inhabitants of Moscow had an opportunity of comparing 
thei horrors of Tartar ferocity, with the tender mercies of thediscipli- 
nedTegions of the west, under all the advantages and improvements 
of civilized life ; and they consecrated their history bv an example of 
Tins we believe is the designation given bj* the Turks to the king of Poland. 



.199 


heroic self-devotion worthy the emulation, and entitled to the eter- 
nal applause and gratitude of all mankind. It should be engraved 
on the hearts of Englishmen, of Spaniards, Germans, Italians. The 
French nation, as some atonement for the long catalogue of its enormi- 
ties, should be compelled to rebuild the ancient Russian capital ; and 
a magnificent and lasting monument should be erected in the midst 
of It, to consecrate the bright example to the admiration of all futurity, 
and to commemorate to generations yet unborn the eternal gratitude 
of independent Europe. 

While at Azkk on this occasion, Teymfir in the excess of his zeal 
for the faith, after causing the Mahommedan inhabitants of the town 
and neighborhood to be set apart from those infected with the errors 
and vices of schism and infidelity, condemned the latter to be dis- 
patched, without distinction, to that., abode* where neither their 
crimes nor their errors could again occasion either jealousy or offence. 
Having furnished this further proof of his sanguinary character, that 
indeed of his age and nation, Teymfir quitted Azhk on his way to- 
wards the Kfibaun , but as the Circassians had taken care to set file 
to the forage, and the march was effected with the utmost difficulty 
through the perpetual sloughs and extensive inundations by which 
It was impeded, the cattle of the army perished in prodigious numbers, 
before he could reach the station of that name. The Shahz^dahs 
Meiran Shah, and Mahoramed Sultan, with Ameir Jahaun Shah, and 
other commanders were then dispatched to over-run the province of 
Tchirkess in different directions , and this was succeeded by the 
ordinary scenes of robbery and blood, the Tchegat^lans putting to the 
sword all who fell in their way, and seizing with their usual rapacity 
on every species of property which they set eyes on, returning withal 
to rejoin the head quarters of their sovereign, without having expe- 
rienced, as yet, the slightest circumstance to discourage the career of 
^desolation and murder, with which they had afrighted the nations on 
every side. 

Conceiving that the Russian, and Circassian territories, no longer 
afforded employment for his insatiable spirit of conquest, Teyrafi'r 
nov/ directed his views towards the lofty and hitherto inaccessible 

• Beyss-ul-Mehaud , the m.inuscnpt is probably defective, the mansion of rest perhaps. 
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regions of Mount Alburz, or Caucasus. In the mean time, on 
some charge, either real or fabricated, but unexplained,’ he put 
to death Ameir Othman, the son of Abbas, one of his ablest 
and most distinguished captains. Then leaving the heavy baggage 
and impediments in charge ot Hadjy Seyf-ud-dem, he proceeded 
to ascend the ridges of Caucasus ; where his thirst of blood was 
further aggravated, not allayed, by the extermination of vast numbers 
of the unfortunate inhabitants, who had endeavored to protect 
themselves against his fur}^ in the castles, and supposed inaccessible 
passes of their mountains. He returned, shortly afterwards, to his 
principal encampment loaded with booty, and was there most sump- 
tuously entertained by Hadjy SejT-ud-dein. 

For seven or eight days he continued immersed in a course of 
festivities with his generals ; but when a further period of moderate 
duration^had been devoted to the repose of his troops, and to restore 
the strength of his horses, and other cattle, greatly reduced by ex- 
traordinary fatigue and exertion, TeymAr again quitted his impedi- 
ments, and hastened in advance, lightly equipped, to resume his oper- 
ations among the ranges Alburz, at this time directed in particular 
against two chiefs whose names were Kowla and Tawus ; or perhaps 
the po5«sessors of two strong holds so called, eminently distinguished 
among the Caucasian tribes, for their power and lespectability. It 
would, however, be extremely tedious, and by no means instructive 
in proportion to the labour of translation, to accompany the author 
in his detail of the successful attacks carried on by Teymur against 
these mountain chiefs of the Iberian nation. It will suffice briefly 
to relate, that against the fortress of Tawus* in particular, erected on 
the loftiest of the ranges of Alburz, the Teynrilrians had recourse to 
a method of attack, which, in boldness and activity, has seldorq found 
a parallel. After successively scaling their several mountains or 
steeps, each towering above the other, by the aid of ladders, they let 
themselves down, by ropes fixed to the summit of the last mountain 
and fastened round their waists, to a level with the works ; and al- 
though their companions were seen to be destioyed by the darts and 

• This IS to be sought somewhere in the neighborhood of the modern Catharingrad 
.about 36 or 40 leagueswest of the Caspian. 
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niissilps of the garrison, in numbers to discourage the most undaunted, 
others successively took their places, and so terrified their opponents 
b\ these repeated proofs ofthe contempt of death and danger, that they 
stood appalled on their defences, and. finding themselves assailed at the 
same moment from earth and skies, threw down their arms and sub- 
uiitted. The two chief, already mentioned were both taken, and put 
to death by the conqueror. 

Having penetrated to the very innermost ranges of Alburz, to the 
station of Abbasah, or ANausah, norih-uest of Tawus, in pursuit of 
Outerkou, one of the principal adherents of Touktemesh who had 
sought the protection of Afoulaud, the governor of the fortress of 
Pulaud, the fugitive lord v as there delivered up to Te3'mfir; b}’’ 
whom, as a punishment more painful than death winch would have 
relie\ed him from ever}' evil, he was condemned to drag after him a 
heavy weight fastened to his heels. Teymfir descending once more 
from the heights of Caucasus, now rejoined his camp at a place called 
Bashtauk, where, and in that neighborhood he continued fcr some 
time , until again led into the recesses of Caucasus under the gui- 
dance of Mahommed Oghlan, and Ledeina Terkhan, in order to 
attack the fortress and territory of Semseem; the former named Ma- 
hommed Oghlan being the son of Gheyur Khaun, the lord of the 
country. This circumstance considered it is not to be wondered at 
that he should, with his usual good fortune, soon have made himself 
master of the whole , many ot the miserable natives who had sought 
refuge among the rocks, and defiles, being inhumanly cast headlong 
from the precipitous heights, and otherw ise condemned to experience 
the dire effects of this fierce conquerors inextinguishable zeal in the 
work of desolation. As a service peculiarly acceptable to his creator 
he IS said, indeed, on this occasion, to have demolished or destroy- 
ed without distinction the church of the Christian with its images, 
and the temple of the heathen with its idols; thus devoting to one 
indiscriminate destruction the slaves of impiety, and the votaries of 
all relmions at variance with his own intolerant creed. Returning 
thence after this signal display of Mussulman zeal, TeymCir directed 
his course tow ards Beishkent, on the verge of the Caucasian moun- 
tains towards Mingrelia, the inhabitants of which had formerly sub- 
VOL. III. . 9 D 
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mitted to his authority, and, being already appeased in their appre- 
hensions, were now treated with singular favor and indulgence. 

The arms of Teymur were next employed against the tribes of 
Jourtourlcara [Cossaks of Jutour according to De la Croix] inhabiting 
the territory north of Mingrelia; after the subjugation or extermina- 
tion of whom, he went into winter quarters at Boughazkom, described, 
by the author just mentioned, as a defile of mountains in Georgia, 
possibly in the eastern range of Caucasus. Here, some time afterwards, 
he received the submission of several Moghfil tribes hitherto hostile, 
and, among others, of those of Memkautfi and Kauzikomiik. During 
the same winter, he appears to have been occupied in the reduction 
of the Bauliktcheian, or Fishermen ,* a numerous body of people 
who had sought an asylum in the neighboring islands, [of the Caspian] 
conceiving that the waters of the deep would be their protection 
against the calamities of invasion. In this they were deplorably 
mistaken. The imperial division destined to attack them, availing 
itself of a hard frost, immediately crossed over on the ice, and the 
whole became an easy conquest to these most fortunate depredators.* 

While these occurrences were, however, passing, advices were 
received from Omar T^ban, who had been left to superintend the 
government of Astrakhan, to announce that Mahmedy the Kalaun- 
ter, or civil governor of the towm, had evinced a disposition hostile to 
the authority of Teymfir ; and to signify that, unless measures were 
early adopted to defeat his designs, some very serious disturbances 
were likely to be the result. In consequence of this information, 
notwithstanding the severity of the season, and the winter snow 
which covered tbe earth, Teymfir, leaving Meiran Shah and Mahora- 
med Sfiltan in charge of the grand encampment, proceeded with 
his .utmost expedition towards the Volga; and, appearing rather 
unexpectedly in the neighborhood of Astrakhan, the suspected go- 
vernor made a virtue of necessity, and hastened to meet the offended 
monarch. He was immediately dispatched tow'ards Serai, in the 
custody of Prince Peir Mahommed and Ameir Jahaun Shah, who 

* In one of De la Croix’s maps illustrative of his history, there appears an island in 
the Caspian, north of themouth of the Terek, distinguished as having been pillaged by 
Teymflr, 
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hncl now received instructions to see that place laid in ruins. Teymur 
in person then entered Astraklian.* and, having first exacted a compe- 
tuit ransom from the inhabitants, finally consigned the whole to the 
mercih-ss rapacity ofhis soldieis, by whom they were entirely stripped 
oi all that was lelt. On tlie othe" hand, Peir Maliomined and his as- 
sociates, having crossed the Volga on the icc, through a fracture in 
V Inch they forct'd the unfortunate Ivalaunter Mahmedy to become 
food for fish, and obtaiiiiiig possession of SerJli the capital of Kep- 
tchauk, without resistance, it was in confoimity with their instructions 
immediately reduced to an heap of cinders — in order to retaliate, as 
It IS said, upon Toukte,mesh, the conduct of his troops in setting 
fire to the palace of Zenjeir Serai, about two leagues from Kesh, 
during their incursion into Transoxiana, and while TeymCir was at 
a distance, employed in the reduction of Pars and Ir^k Ajem. Their 
usual places of resort being, at the same time, now completely anni- 
hilated by the Teymuriaiis, the hordes and wandering communities 
who frequented the surrounding plains, were, for a period of long 
duration afterwards, at a loss where to seek relief for their necessities, 
or a temporary repose amidst the vicissitudes of an erratic and weari- 
some life. 

While the progress of desolation was advancing higher up the 
Volga, the city ot Hadjiterkhan, or Astrakhan, the inhabitants having 
been previously dii\en from their abodes, was also consigned to the 
devouring flames, and consumed to ashes; after which signal denun- 
ciation of his vengeance, TeymAr returned, without further delay, 
to his winter quarters at Boughazkom. In the mean time, the cattle 
belonging to his armv, not only through the seventy of the season 
and the scarcity of forage and grain, but from the distance at which 
they were removed from their native country, as well as from every 
other abode of culture and civilization, bad, for the greater part, 
perished without the possibility of supplying the loss by their 
private resources, and matters were arrived at a crisis which threat- 

• De la Croi\ desenbes that, as the town is surrounded by the Volga and the river is 
frozen in u inter, the inhabitants usually build a wall of ice, as strong as one of bntk, on 
which they fling water in the night, that the wiiole may congeal and become one mass. 
He does not however say that anything of the kind was resorted to on this occasion. 
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ened the most alarming extremity. Of tins some judgment may 
perhaps be formed from the author s statement, that a maunn of 
millet was not to be purchased for seventy kopek dtnaurs, the head 
of an ox for one hundred, nor a sheep for two hundred and fifty of 
the same currency.* The characteristic munificence of Teymfir, 
however, again interposed to remove the difficulty; the imperial > 
commissaries, or Towatcheis, received instructions to distribute to 
the troops the whole of the booty accumulated during the recent 
expedition; which consisting, for the most part, of horses, sheep and 
oxen, the relief was so compleat, and the supply so abundant, that 
many a soldier who had hitherto served on foot, was now enabled to 
combat on horseback for his master’s glory. 

The whole of the territory of the Khuzzez, the region between the 
Caspian and the Euxine sometimes so denominated, and many of 
the countries situated to the North East of Europe, having become 
thus subjugated for a period at least, to the authority of Teymtir, 
that monarch, in the spring of the seven hundred and ninety eighth 
of the hidjerah, left his winter quarters at BoughazTcom, on his way 
back to the Persian territory. Recrossing the Terek on the ice, he 
encamped his troops for some time at the station of Terki, but, after 
a short interval of repose disengaging himself, as on former occasions^ 
from his heavy baggage and impediments, he proceeded on a fresh 
expedition of zeal against Aushkoujah, Oushkunjah, or Ushenje, a 
country of Georgia, according to De la Croix, to the north-east of 
Teflis. Here, while his numerous squadrons were investing Oush- 
kunjah, the principal fortress of the country, intelligence being con- 
veyed to Teymfii that a division of the troops of -Kanzikomdk^ 
although that people were in preceding times at perpetual war with ' 
the natives of the country, was' now' advancing to their assistance 
under a chief of the name of Shoukel, the Tcheghatayan monaich 
resolved to intercept him; and marching accordingly, with his usual 
celerity, at the head of a chosen detachment of five hundred horse, 
he found the enemy encamped in perfect security, in the rear of a 
deep defile in one of the passes, having turned their horses loose to 
graze among the herbage. Ascending one of the neighboring hills- 
About £114. 11. 8. at 9 & 2 pence to the dinaur — a prodigious sum ra those days. 
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alone, in order to examine the position of the enemy, it was easy to 
discover that these unfortunates were totally unappnzed of the 
dana:er,aiid Teymur giving the signal immediately to fall upon them, 
they uerc, for the greater part, destroyed. Their captain, Jiowever, 
contrived, lor a few moments, to elude his destiny by escaping to the 
top of an adjoining rock ; but, from thence, he was soon brought 
headlong, by an arrow from the unerring bow of MAbasher, who 
immediately struck off his head, and laid it before his master. Some 
of the prisoners who tell alive into the hands of the assailants, 
were conducted, at the same time, to the presence of Teymiir; by 
whom, after expostulating at some length on the folly and absurdity 
of their proceedings, m thus attempting the relief of those with whom, 
In consequence of religious animositj’', they were on all former occa- 
sions at var, they were finally dismissed, with Khelauts and other 
marks of his bounty, in order to report to their countrymen all that 
they had witnessed of the conqueror’s power and magnanimity. 

Teymur now returned to the siege of Oushkunjah, which was 
shortly afterwards taken hy assault, and the garrison put to the sword; 
uliile the adjoining territory was condemned, as usual, to the horrors 
of slaughter and desolation. From thence, he appears to have entirely 
crossed the ranges of Alburz to the southern extremitj' of Mingrelia, 
uhere he proceeded to invest the fortress of Nerguess, or Nerkes, of 
mIucIi, also, he was soon put in possession by the superior prowess 
of his troops. The enemies ot the faith, the obnoxious Chiistian 
inhabitants no doubt, had, in the mean time, in great numbers sought 
for refuge in the caverns formed along the inaccessible acclivities of 
the neighboring mountains, and it was immediately determined to 
hunt them from their dens, by recurring to the mode of attack re- 
cently put in practice, in another part of the country, on an improved 
plan and larger scale. For this purpose several caissons, or wooden 
coffers, having been previously prepared, and then filled with soldiers, 
were suspended by ropes to the over-hanging summits immediately 
above, and from thence lowered down to a level with the entrance of 
the caverns, in which the unfortunate inhabitants had endeavored to 
shelter themselves from the fury of their invaders. Little provided 
against a system of attack so novel and unexpected, they were for the 
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greater part unresistingly shot to death by the Teymurian arch-rs : to 
whom, and to the spears and javelins of their pursuers, they became 
thus perfectly and easily assailable.* 

Thus, in some measure, Teymhr may now be said to have traversed 
and explored the ranges and recesses of Mount Alburz, in every di- 
rection; and to have made himself successively master of every post 
in the Caucasian region, that seemed capable of defence or resistance, 
his soldiers acquiring, at the same time, a prodigious booty in pro- 
perty and effect*; of every description; while, to grace the triumphs and 
administer to the pleasures of the ruthless depredators, there moved 
in their waggons a countless tram of the most blooming and beautiful 
captives. Prosecuting his march to the southward, the route of the 
conqueror lay by the boundaries of a district,' the inhabitants of which, 
from their employment, the fabrication of coats of mail, were called 
the Zerrahgurs ; who, through an extraordinary supply of corseletSj 
and other pieces of defensive armour, which they conveyed to the 
camp of Teymhr, fortunately succeeded in securing both his friend-^ 
ship and protection. The people of Mount Keitaug also, by a 
prompt and voluntary submission, entitled themselves to a share in 
the monarch’s indulgence. 

Passsing through Derbend, orders were issued to place the fortifi- 
cations of that important barrier in a state of effectual repair and de- 
fence. In the mean time. Sheikh Ibrauhim, the prince of Shirvaun 
and Shamaukhi, who like the genius of victory had hitherto insepar- 
ably accompanied the imperial standard, during this expedition to 
the regions of the north, had, with the permission of Teymfir, preceded 
the>march of the imperial army to Shabraun, there provided, in the 
most sumptuous manner, foi the reception of the Tcheghatayan 
monarch, on his arrival shortly afterwards. Again, when he planted 
the imperial standard on the banks of the Kfirr, several stages from 
thence, he was entertained with equal splendor and hospitality, by 
dhe same liberal and politic prince; whom he now confirmed afresh in 

• On reference to Vol. 4 page 166 of Dr Pndeaus, connection of the old and new 
testament, octavo edition, the reader will find a similar expedient recurred to with equal 
success, bj Herod the great, against certain bands of robbers who in his time mfested. 
Galilee. 
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llic ‘;o\ crciciuv of Sliirvntiu nntl clcpcndcncic; ; leaving illi Iiim, 
nl llu' ‘-aiiie liinc, tlic rharee of guarding tlic approaches from Der- 
h('nd. mill nsincl caution to he, on nil occasions, minutely appnrcd 
of the course of c\cnts in that rpinrler. Whin he had devoted some 
dnvs to further rccnalion and repose on the hanks of the Kurr, 
'J'o\ murproccoded to rci ross that rner, apparently helou itconniiencc 
with the Ara\cs, nn< e he is doscnhed to ha\c cncnnipcd immediately 
afterwards at Akntaum, or Actam, a station to the eastward of 
Mn^haun, 

Mcirati Shah, who had been formerly appointed to the govern- 
ment of Arcrhaijaun. soil, on this occasion, to include the whole of 
the territori cMeiuling from llnghdad to the DerhentI of Baukii, cast 
and west, and from Ilamadaun to the frontiers of Koum, at the head 
of the lAiphrates north and south, was now* direclcil to enter on the 
administration of that important government, lie rccciv ed, at the 
same lime instructions, when he should have \)laccd the aflairs of his 
])ro\ nice undor sunicient regulation, to press the siege of Alanjek, 
which still contintu'd to defy the pow i r of Te\ inur, with fresh vigour 
and aiiivitv. Shortlv afterw irds, when all things had heen properly 
arranged for his departure, 'I'cvinur took leave ol his son, having 
embraced him for the last time with real cordiality, the Shahr.adah 
Rusium, with Amcir .lahaun Shah, being directed to accompany 
him, at the head of the troops destined to serve under his authority, 
and to second his zeal and exertions, m the reduction of the important 
and, hitherto, impregnable fortress of Alanjek Meiran Shah then 
proceeded, w itlioui further delay, into Azerbaij lun , where the fami- 
lies of his oiricers, and of the troops who composed the army of his 
province, having been already summoned from Khorassaun, soon 
afterwards repaired to join him. As soon as he reached his 
destination, the Shahzadah disposed of the divisions of the right 
wing, or perhaps first line of his army, in quarters at Krlrabaugh, 
Nekhtchuaun, and Aouneik adjoining to the lake of A^an , those 
of tlie left wing occupving the stations of Sougboulftk, and Der- 
guzzein, between Tebrciz aud Siiltauniah, and forming, with the 
troops of the other line, an acute angle, nearly, pointing to the north- 
W'est. He proceeded, however, in person to supeiintend the siege 
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of Alanjek, winch was now attacked with redoubled ardor, and 
Avhich, according to one of the sketches in De la Croix’s history, 
appears to have stood on the left of the Araxes, about one third of 
the distance from Neklitchuaun toirvaun. 

The remainder of the year 798 was occupied, among other under- 
takings, in the reduction of Yezd, and Nihawund , the former in 
the north-eastern angle of the province ofFars, and the latter among 
the western ranges of the mountains of Irak Aji*m. During the 
period in which the imperial armies were absent on the expedition 
to the north, the former had been seized and fortified by Sflltan 
Mahommed the son of AbA S^eid, the TeFbesite, supported b}'^ a 
body of Khorassaunian mercenaries, latel}^ in the service of the 
extinguished family of M6zuffur; while an officei of the name of Bell- 
loul, in the train of Ameir Bayezzid Berlas, the governor on the part 
of Teymfir, availed himself of the same period to seize upon Nihaw- 
und, and to declare against the authority of his paramount sovereign, 
after having put his immediate superior to death. In the mean 
time having determined, on his arrival at Sultauniah, on the enlarge- 
ment of Silltan Eissa the prince of Mardein, the Tcheghat.\ian 
monarch, as a further proof of his magnanimity, embraced the occasion 
to restore to him the whole of the territory of winch he had been 
deprived, on his captivity ; and now dismissed him to his country 
loaded with caresses, and with every mark of distinction that could 
contribute to secure his future attachment, and to alleviate the sense 
of recent lnjur3^ Mirza Sfiltan Hilsseyne, and Khodadaud ul Hils- 
seyny, with a division of the imperial troops, were dispatched, about 
the same time, to quell the insurrection at Nihawund, and to punish 
the audacious promoter of it; while Teymur with the mam body of 
the army proceeded, shortK’’ afterwards, also in the direction of Hama- 
daun. Nihawund was soon closely invested by Sultan llusseyne, 
and, after a considerable exertion of vigor, and perseverance, finally 
reduced by that prince; the insurgents being generally cut to piccfs, 
aud tlie traitor Behloul, in particular, burnt alive. Sultan Iliissewie 
then received instructions to proceed towards Fustur, for the pur- 
pose, as It is pretended, of relieving the province of Lurrostaiin 
from the outrages of those hordes of banditti, by whom it had been 
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lont: infc^lcd ; nftcr the accotnpli'^hmcnl of which primary oI>jcct he 
wav furiher cnioined to jirocct'd alnnq the sliorc of the IV’rvian 
to the iu’ij;hhorhnnd of Ilormur, or Ormuz, reducing the wliolc of 
tin countrv in that diroetion to the imperial authority. 

'I'ho w hole of the month of Ilnmz inn* was demoted hy Tcymftr, now' 
encamped in the neiphhorhood ol llam.ul.'inn, to the disch.irge of the 
v.icred <hniev previ'rihed In his r<’ligton , at the conrhivion of which, 
on the appe.irnnre of the new moon oi Sha\.uil, he disp, itched Ma- 
homnud Suit in the <on of dahanneueir, nceompanied hy the Amcirs 
dnllaul lin ii'ul. Shall M»lek, and \ruhhn Shah Akhtatchei (oncof 
the efjnernev) for Shiranz , the latter Aimirv heinj; tiirnishcd with 
invtrncuonv to extend liie ’re\niurian conqnovtv through the provin- 
ctv ;donj: the SI a of Ommaii, inclndiii" the Gnrnimveirs, or sand\ , 
or and districts of that name, as far as the cit) of Ilormhr, from the 
eastw ard. 

At this juncture information w ns reeci\ cd of the reduction of Yezd, 
which appears to ha\e been accomplished under the follow ing cir- 
ciimvtniicis W'hen the sugc had heen protracted for a period of 
unusual duration, and nearly tliirt) thousand of the inhabitants had 
perished under all the horrors of famine, niter ha\ing been reduced, for 
some time, to subsist on cats and does, Sultan Mnhomnied, the leader of 
theinsurrection.findmct his nieansof stibsisiance in every shape at last 
cniirelv exhausted, determined for the present, with his followers, to 
withdraw from the danger, by excavating a passage under the ditch; 
but his escape liaMng been cail\ disco\crcd, he was immediately 
pursued by the TeymOrians, and filially o^ertakcn and put to death 
at Mehnjerd, better known by the name of Esfraein, in the south- 
west angle of Kliorassaun. Fortunately for the defenceless inhabi- 
tants of Yezd, Tejinur had been prevailed upon to believe that in the 
recent commotions they had been actuated much more by the influ- 
ence of force than ol choice , and he had, w'lili a clemency rather unus- 
ual, accordingly given orders, when the city should have been taken, 
to save it from pillage, and to exempt it from exaction or contribu- 
tion in any shape whatever. Hence, on the reduction of the towm, 
Temoukah Koutchein, who permanently presided in this quarter, 
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immediately entered with his guards and domestics, and took such 
^effectual means of prevention, that not-a single soldier of the besieg- 
ing army was permitted to set foot in the place. The result of this 
humane and considerate forbearance, was as it should have been : 
the whole surrounding country though recently in a state of deso- 
lation, from the ravages of the contending armies, was restored, in a 
period comparatively short, to one of the highest prosperity and 
abundance.* 

These undertakings having thus successfully terminated in annihil- 
ating the plans of insurrection, the Shazkdahs employed against Yezd 
were directed to rejoin the imperial standard ; in consequence of 
which, Peir Mahommed the ee.i of Jahangueir proceeded through 
Khorassaun to Konduz, and Ei !:laun, in Tokharestaun, his cousin 
Peir Mahommed the son of Omar Sheikh, repairing immediately, 
according to the letter of his instructions, to the presence of his 
grandsire. 

Although, according to Some authorities, Peir Mahommed the son 
of Omar Sheikh is thus said, on the reduction of Yezd, to have pro- 
ceeded immediately to the imperial head quarters, and moreover, 
after having accompanied bis grandfather on his return to Samar- 
kand, to have hastened thence, with the royal permission, back again 
to Shirauz ; there are, nevertheless, other historians who state that 
on the termination of the service against the insurgents at Yezd, this 
same prince proceeded straight to Shirauz, instead of repairing to the 
presence of his august grandrire. Not long subsequent to his 
arrival at Shirauz, on this occasion, Ameir Sounjek, one of the chiefs 
deputed to aid him in superintending the affairs of the province, 
conceiving himself injured by some of the Ameirs in the tram of the 
Shabzhdah, undertook, without further consideration, to dispatch to 
his imperial master an accusation, wherein be charged the officers of 
the government with having grossly embezzled the revenues of the 
state. This was followed by the execution of Heyder, one of the 
princfe*s oldest and most faithful followers, in consequence of his 

• It will be here recollected that Sberef-ud-dein Ally, the author of the ZuffumAmab, 
or chronicle of the exploits of Teymfir, so often referred to, was a naUve of this town. 
He is said to have died in Hidjera 850, having finished bis workin'828, or abont 30 years 
after the period under consideration. 
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attachment to Ameir Sounjek, and by the retirement from employ- 
ment ot both the Ameirs Towukkel, and K^ra, who on some offence 
from the Shahz&dah, embraced the opportunity to devote themselves 
to a life of seclusion among the disciples of Sheikh Jenneid Kazrou- 
ny, a noted Peir or doctor of the country. The administration of his 
superior having been, at the same time, impeached by Dowlut Khau- 
jah, or Khojah, the prince’s immediate lieutenant, TeymAr determined 
without d^lay, to retal both the ShahzSdah and his accusers ; and to 
dispatch Mahommed SAltan, the son of Jahangueir, to supersede him 
in the government of the province. 

On his arrival at Samarkand, Mirza Peir Mahommed was received 
v/ith expressions of the most severe censure on his conduct ; and he 
continued for some time under serious displeasure, although finally 
restored to favour. The conduct of Ameir Sounjek was, however, 
found not less obnoxious to condemnation for the part which he had 
taken in the accusation of his superior; and it was adjudged as a 
punishment that he should serve with his tomaun for a period of 
three years, in a war against the territory on the river Indus. While 
Dowlut Khaujah, much more unfortunate, after the excision of his 
nose and ears, would have suffered the punishment of death, were it 
not for the intercession of Shahzfidah Eskunder,' who mediated for 
his pardon, and took him in his retinue to Andegaun in Ferghaunah* 
Without, however, dilating further on matters of little comparative 
interest, we may be permitted to state that, having provided for the 
security of Pars and Khfizistaun, Mahommed Sbltan, anxious to 
carry into execution the design of extending his grandfather’s autho- 
rity to the sea coast in the direction of Hormfiz, on a particular con- 
sultation with the Ameirs in his court, hastened to distribute, to each, 
the line of operations, on which it was determined to proceed accord- 
ing to the following arrangement. = Accompanied by Ameir Jahaun 
Shah,' and some other distinguished chieftains with the left division' 
of his troops, he marched in person by the route of Darabjerd, cele- 
brated, according to De la CroixVfor its mines of rock saltot various 
colours ; the veteran Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein having remained, through 
indisposition, in charge of the heavy equipments at Kerbaul, between 
Istahaun and Yezd. Shahzkdah K^stum the son of Omar Sheikh, 
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at the head of the right wing, attended by Amejr Shah M^lek, pfc 
ceededby way of Kazerein, or Kazeriln ; and Ameir Jullaul Hameid, 
•with Arghun Shah,Beyan Temdr, and Begtchek, at the head of another 
division, took the intermediate direction of Jehrom and L&r. At the 
same time, Eidekou Berlas received orders to pass through Kermaun, 
on a plundering expedition to Kidje, in the province of jMekraun. 

According to the plan of operations thus agreed on, Mahommed 
Sultan, and the Ameirs above enumerated, hastened to their destina- 
tion ; and, either by kind treatment, or coercion, as the behavior of 
the inhabitants appeared to render it expedient, finally succeeded in 
subjugating the whole of the country between Shirauz and the gulf 
of Persia. On their arrival in the neighborhood of old Hormuz, on 
this occasion, they are said to have obtained possession ot the seviral 
fortresses of Tungzendaan,Goushkui,ShameiI, A/eznc, Tezrek,Menu- 
jaun, and Taziaun, names few of which are to be, at present, recog- 
nized on the maps of the country, the whole having been totally 
destroyed by the Teymdrians during their expedition. Mahommed 
Shah, the prince of Hormuz, however, escaped to the island of Jeroun, 
in the neighboring sea of Omman , from whence, he dispatched to 
mitigate the fury, and to purchase the forbearance of the invaders, by a 
most liberal present of all that was rare and costly in the produce of 
the adjacent maritime districts. He offered, moreover, at the same ' 
time, to makegood to the imperial treasury, an undischarged arrear of 
four years* revenue of the country under his authority, amounting 
altogether to the sum of four millions and two hundred dinaurs ;* the 
greater part of which, in specie or eflfects, as far as he was possessed of 
the means, he accordingly liquidated on the spot, pledging his faith 
for the punctual remittance of the remainder, at some future oppor- 
tunity. All which being finally acceded to, and every other matter 
adjusted to his entire satisfaction, Mahommed Sfiltan quitted the 
province, shortly afterwards, with a splendid reputation, and returned 
towards the territory on the Oxus. 

Having thus, in some degree, anticipated the course of events 
the narrative necessarily recedes to the period at which, about the 
eleventh of the month of Shavaul, of the seven hundred and ninety 
* At the lowest computation, about, £1,833,378. 3. 4. 
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eighth of the hidjerah,* Teymur took his departure from Hamadaun, 
on his way to Samarkand ; at which metropolis, by the route of 
Veraumin, Bostaum, Amou, Khuzaur, or Cuzar, and Kesb, he 
appears to have ariived about the conclusion of the year. Some 
short time afterwards, as a mark of his paternal indulgence, hehesto^yed 
upon his subjects in Transoxiana a general exemption from taxes 
for three years; and in the latter Jummaudy, of the seven hundred 
and ninety ninth of the hidjerah, j* he laid the foundations of his 
magnificent palace in the Baugh-e-shamaul, or northern gardens, so 
called from their situation on that Mde of the metropolis ; which, 
through the extraordinary exertions and skill of his workmen, the 
best indeed to be found in Khorassaun, either Ir^k, and Azerb&ijaun, 
who had been brought to Samarkand on this and other occasions, 
he is said to have completed in the incredibly short space of five and 
fort3'’days. It was, in all probability, nothing more than one of those 
fairy built, painted pavilions, so frequent in the east, that glitter 
for a few seasons and are then forgotten. According to De la Croix^s 
history, the walls of this were, howevei, painted in fresco, with such 
exquisite precision and skill, as to surpass the performances of the 
celebrated Mam himself, several of which Teymfir is said to have 
possessed, in his cabinet of curiosities The courts were paved with 
marble, and the walls, moreover, to a considerable height from the 
foot, both within and without were cased in porcelain , exhibiting alto- 
gether such an assemblage of all that was beautiful and rare as, m the 
opinion of man}' travellers who surveyed it, to leave the negaur- 
khaunah, the gallery of paintings perhaps, of, the Chinese emperors, 
far behind in the comparison. 

"While yet amused in superintending this display of architectural 
skill in the Baugh-e-shamaul, Tej'mfir proceeded to investhis youngest 
son Shah Rokh, with the sovereign government of the three provinces 
of Khorassaun, Seiestaun, and Mazanderaun, extending westward to 
the boundaries of Rey. A selection from the different tomauns of the 
imperial army, to a considerable extent, was made at the same time 
for the service of his government , and some of the most distinguished 
Ameirs of the empire, including the respectabl names of Shliman 
, ** 18th of J uly. t February 1397. 
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Shab, Mezraub the son of AmeirTchaukii, or Jauku, Seyud Khaujah 
the son of Sheikh Ally Bahauder, Abdus-snmmed, the son of Hadjy 
Seyf-ud-dein, and his son Jabaun Melrk, Peir Mahommed Pulaud 
one of the sons of Gheyautb-ud-dein Terkhan, and Hussun Soufiy 
Xerkhan, tog'eiher with many others whom it would be unnecessary 
further to particularize, who were ordered to form his court, and to at- 
tend him to Herat. Thus splendidly accompanied, Shah Rokh crossed 
the Oxus, in the month of Shabaun, of the year seven hundred and 
ninety nine;* and, by the follow ing month of Ramzaun,*{' he had 
pitched his tents among the groves and meadows of Kehdestaun, 
one farsang, or about three miles and a half, from Herat, it being 
determined that he should discharge the duties of the impending 
fast amidst the luxuriant scenery of that delightful abode. Hence 
then we may venture to date the commencement of that govern- 
ment, which during the remainder of his father’s life and subsequent 
to it, in full sovereignty, 'he conducted, with singular felicity, for a 
period not far short of sixty years. On the night of the twenty first 
of Zilhudje, he experienced, in another shape, the influence of his 
benignant star, in the birth of a son, who received from his august 
grandsire the name of Baysungur. 

Shortly after the departure of Shah Rokh, Tejunur quitted the 
delights of his new palace, and proceeded towards Kesb ; where, 
after recreating himself for some days among the delicious meads in 
the neighborhood, he took up his abode in the Aukserai, or white 
palace, one of the imperial mansions in that his native city. Here 
he devoted the month of Ramzauii to the austerities prescribed by 
his religion; after which he again removed to the summer quarters 
of Sultan-artouje. And here about this period he was joined by his 
grandson Mahommed Sultan, on his return from the expedition to 
Hormiiz, formerly noticed. In the course of his journey from 
Sbirauz, this prince had recently experienced a very providential 
escape from assasination, by the band of a certain Jummaul-ud-dein 
F>rouzkouhy, the ancestor, according to some, of Ameir Shauby, 
one of the Persian poets. However that may be, the same Jum- 
ffiaul-ud-dein one day, while running on foot wutfa officious zeal 

» May A. D. 1397. f July. 
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close by the stirrup of the ShahzMah, either embracing an opportu- 
nity for which he was prepared, or earned away by some impulse 
of his destiny as inferred by the author, suddenly drew his Unife, 
and made a stab at him. Having fortunately eluded the violence 
of the stroke, the Shahz^dah was but slightly wounded; and the 
assassin, flying for life to a narrow pass among the adjacent mountains, 
was there found, b}' those who immediately pursued him, lying dead, 
in a manner that they were not able to account for. For this, at 
all e\ents, Teymiir, who was never backward in the display of his 
benevolence, hastened to evince his gratitude to the supreme being 
by a most liberal distribution of alms to the poor. 

Determined to the last to extend his connubial engagements, and, 
peradventure, at the same time to obtain security for the forbearance 
of his more powerful neighboi's, Teymhr about this period dispatch- 
ed Shumma Jahaun, the son of Khezzer Khaujah Oghlan Khaun of 
midland Tartary, accompanied by Ghej’-auth-ud-dein Terichan, and 
a sumptuous display of presents, to dcHiand in marriage for him- 
self, the daughter of that prince. Soon af.e.rardshe returned 
to encamp among the delicious glades cf ilaun-e-gull, in sight 
of Samarkand ; here on the arri%*al of hic daughter in law, Mel- 
ket Aga, the consort of Shah Rokh, he continued for full three 
months, in the unrestrained indulgence of the greraer appetites for 
eating and drinking, to which his nation apj cars to have been not 
less addicted, than some others far more refined. During autumn, 
when the festivities in which he had been thus engaged were 
brought to a slose, he proceeded, on the verge cf the same enchanting 
scenery, to form the spacious garden of Dilgiishai the enclosure 
of which exhibited a magnificent sqjrre of fifteen hundred cubits, 
in the centre of each side, between the pavilions at the angles, presen- 
ting a superb and lofty portal which exalted its gildeu pinnacles to 
the skies. The interior was furnished, moreover, with every species 
of fruit tree, and plant, flower and flowering shrub, that could contri- 
bute either to regale the senses or delight the eye ; the whole being ex- 
clusively designed for the recreation of his destined bride, the princess 

Heart expanding According to De la Croix, Dilensh^, or Dilnisb^, rejoicing the 
heart, amounting to the same thing. 
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Towukkel Khaunura, the daughter ofKhezzer Khaujah, whose hand 
he had dispatched to require, as already mentioned. 

Crossing the river Se 3 'hdn, some time afterwards, Teymiir proceed- 
ed to the village of Tcliinaus, in the neighborhood of which, at the 
entrance of the Derrah-ahunggerran, or pass of the blacksmiths, he 
took up his winter quarters; the troops erecting for themselves bar- 
racks of mats and reeds, under which they prepared to sustain the 
rigors of the approaching winter. Their sovereign, in the mean time, 
embraced the opportunit}' to visit the sepulchre of Sheikh Ahmed 
Yeissivy, the son of Imaumz^dah Mahommed Haneifah, at the town 
of Yeissy, in the same neighborhood ; where he at once gratified his 
veneration for the memory of the saints of this illustrious family, and 
his taste for building, by ordering the consecrated spot to be further 
adorned by a noble mausoleum of great extent and beauty. In the 
first place he is described, as far as our original is to be understood, 
to have laid the foundations of a Tauk, or portico, of extraordinary 
height, composed of a dome with four sides, each of thirty cubits, or 
about seventy feet, and two lofty minaurs, or minarets. Ou two 
sides of the same dome are stated to have been erected two pavilions 
of four stories each, and twelve cubits, or eight and twenty feet square, 
at two feet four inches to the cubit : but whether these were attach- 
ed to, or separate from the main building, is not clear. The tomb 
of the Sheikh was itself surmounted by a superstructure of four 
stories; and two additional pavilions, of similar height and dimensions 
with those formerly described, containing chambers, or dormitories, 
and other conveniences, for strangers who repaired thither through 
devotion, and for those who ofliciated about the sacred shrine, com- 
pleted the detail of the plan. The grave of the saint was finally 
enclosed in a sarco'phagus of marble of the purest white, of the most 
elaborate sculpture, and exquisite workmanship. The edifice* was, 
however, not entirely finished until two years afterwards; the execu- 

* From the description in the text it will perhaps not be very easy to form any precise 
idea of the plan of the structure altogether. But if we may be permitted to supply one 
from conjecture, it consiiied of a quadrangle, mtb the grand portal in one face, that 
looking towards Mekkah ; the four pavilions at the angles connected, although it is not 
so expressed, by a colonnade, and the tomb of the Sheikh, m the centre of theinterior of 
the quadrangle. 
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tion being entrusted to the superintendence of Moulana Abdallah, 
the Sudcire, or Almoner, nho remained on the spot tor this purpose. 

In the mean time, on returning to the cantonments in which he 
had left the main body of the arm\^ messengers arrived to announce 
to Tevmur the approach of his expected bride, the princess Tekkel, 
or Towukkel Khaunum; and the whole of the ladies of the imperial 
familv, the queen consort Serki M^lek Khaunum alone excepted, 
accompanied by most of theAmeirs ofthe court, were now dispatched 
to the distance of fifteen days’ journey, to meet the illustrious stran- 
ger. In short,onthursday the firstot the former Rebbeia,* having been 
sumptuously entertained at every previous stage, the Tartar princess 
brought her journey to an auspicious termination in the camp of 
Te^mfir; and the ceremony which united her to her imperial spouse 
was solemnized, shoitly afterwards, with all the pomp and splendor 
of Mahommedan usage. 

About the same period, or not long afterw'ards, ambassadors 
reached the court of Teymur, from Yessoun, or according to De la 
Cmix, Tangouz Khaun, sovereign of Khat^i, or northern China, 
with magnificent presents from that monarch ; and having discharged 
the object of their mission, which is not explained, were allowed 
to depart, after a short residence, highly gratified w’lth the politeness 
and liberality of their reception. About the commencement of the 
spring, however, when the sun had entered Pisces, Ameirzadah 
Mahommed Sultan, wuth forty thousand horse, w^as dispatched into 
bloghfilstaun, in order to protect the frontiers of the empire, in that 
direction. He was, atthesame time, accompanied by the AraeirsBeirdy 
Beg the son of Saurbouga, Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein, Khodadaud tbe son 
ofHusse>ne, and Shuras-ud-dein Abbas ; and he was in particular 
instructed to fortify, w ith a rampart and ditch, the station of Asheirah, 
under the parallel of Pekin, and some distance north-west of the 
great wall of China. Crossing the mountains of Koulan, south-east 
of the country of the Moghuls, the Shahzadah proceeded accordingly 
to Asheirah; where he hastened, with becoming activity, to carry 
into execution the commands of his grandfather, not less to render 
that post an important military station, than to promote and encourage 

• 21st November 1397. 
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the general cultivation, and improvement, of the territory depending 
upon It. 

At the approach of the vernal equinox,* of the year eight hundred, 
Teymfir broke up from ins winter quarters at Tcheinaus, and returned 
across the Seyhdn to Samarkand ; but after devoting a few days only 
to the recreations of that celebrated metropolis, he proceeded further 
towards Kesh. On his way to that place, and at the entrance of a 
mountain, the issue of a very beautiful stream, about seven farsangs, 
or five and twenty miles from Samarkand, being struck with the 
amenity and romantic scenery of the spot, Teymtlr gave directions 
for the construction of an elegant palace, and gardens ; on which, 
when finished, he bestowed the name of the Tukht-e-karatchah, or 
black palace. From thence, continuing his journey, and skirting 
the hills by the road of Rebbaut-e-yaum, he was met by his son 
Shah Rokh ; who had recently left his winter quarters at Asterabad, 
and was coming, from the direction of Makban, to visit the court of 
his father. Teymdr then proceeded without further delay to Kesh ; 
but leaving that city on one side, he encamped on the adjoining 
plains, at Eiltchibhlegb, the abode of bis youth, where, he had 
determined to pass a few days. 

» March 1398. 
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CHAP. VI. 

I N ibo prornlini: pnnc*^ it \\nK oh'^rrxcd that Pcir Malionimcd 
tlio ■'On of daluncuou had licon invested with the poicrnmcnt 
of the «e\rrnl <lisirirls of JCondt-r, or Kondur, ami Haklann, in 
Toklnri'st.uin, to which arc now nthh d the jiroiincrs of Kaiidn- 
Innr, Glurmin, and Ktdn'il, to the froniii rs of Iliiidustaun. Not 
‘;\ti<;fird. howcvir, witli the po'.st smon of this spacious domain, 
winch nnclit appear too limited f<ir the restless spirit of nndniion, 
or, w Int IS <till more proh.dde, urecd l>\ the tenor of Ins instruction*;, 
that prince, aft<.r redncni" the affairs of Ins eo\crnmcnt to the 
neccssar\ decree of order, jiroreedcd at the head of a numerous army, 
tocNteiul the circle of Teunhrian conquest to the south-east, com- 
nuncinp; Ins ouemtions w ith an .ittnck upon the Aiphans, or Afghans, 
of .‘'iilinian Kouh, or mountains of .^olomon, south of Kandahaur. 
Put, w iiliout entering into the detail, u w ill he sufTicicnt for our 
purjiocc toohscrAc that, after carr\ mg plunder and desolation through 
the al*o(ks of tlu'sc ohnoMOUs trihes, he finally conducted Ins army 
to the bulks of the Indus , w Inch immediatcdy crossing, he obtained 
possession without resistance of the city of Outchali, or Ouch, the 
Oxydracurinu opjnduin of Moxandcr’s e\pc(lition. 

From this jilacc I’eir Mahoinined hastened, without delay, to 
invest the cit\ of ^^lullaun ; where he became engaged, perhaps 
contrary to his cNpectations, in the difhculiics of an arduous and 
prolr.ictcd siege; the city being resolutely defended by Satining 
Khaun, the elder brother of Mullou Khaun prune minister of the 
court of Dehly. It is in this place necessary to observe that, on 
the death of the emperor Feyrouz Shah, some time previous to the 
period under consideration, the tw'o brothers had ‘advanced his 
grandson Mahmud Shah, to the throneof Hmdiistaun, and rendering 
themselves finally paramount in the administration of affairs, the one 
remained at the metropolis, to preside m the councils of the empire, 
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while the other undertook the superintendance of the important 
frontier province of MMtaun. 

It was at all events, as it would now appear, the intelligence which 
he received of the opposition experienced on this occasion by his 
grandson, before the walls of Multaun, that brought Teymiir, con- 
trary to the design already'- ripe for execution, of invading the more 
distant provinces of the Chinese empire, to the final determination 
of leading his armies to the Indus. His present resolution was fur- 
ther strengthened by accounts long since conve^’^ed to him, of the 
gross idolatry still suffered to extend its pollutions, throughout the 
countries dependent both on Dehly and Multaun ; and as the views 
of this apostle of desolation had been for some time bent on a uar 
of religion, it seemed of little importance whether the current of zeal 
impelled him south or east. His nobles and the individuals in his 
confidence, moreover, unanimously concurring in favor of the Indian 
expedition, nothing remained to obstruct the design; and, accordingly, 
in the month of Rudjub, of the year eight hundred,* with an army, 
in the metaphorical language of the author, more numerous than the 
leaves of the forest,*)* or the drops in rain, he proceeded across the 
Oxus, leaving his grandson Omar the son of Meiran Shah m charge 
of the metropolis and territory of Samarkand. 

When he reached the town ofEnderaub, on h’s way to the passes 
of Hindu Koh, a representation of the inhabitants was laid before 
Teymiir, of the outrages which they experienced, being zealous 
Mosslems, from the Siapoush, and other infidel tribes of Mount 
Ketour; who on the slightest demur, as they stated, to their demands 
of tribute, put their men to the sword, and forced their 'women and 
children into captivity. He therefore determined, before he proceeded 
further, to avenge the wrongs of this harassed people, on the heads of 
their oppressors. For this purpose, having made a selection of three in 
ten from the aggregate of his and leaving the mam body and 

heav^ equipments in charge of Shah Rokb, at tlie summer station of 
Gheznan, or Ghounandeiktour, in the mountains of Enderauh, Tej 
mur hastened by forced marches to Peryao, a tovn in BadaLhshaun, 

• March l.;D3 

+ Ne%crtlicless, lus force is limited, id the instilutes ofTc^mfir, to 02,000 horse. 
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two days journey from Enderaub. From thence he detached Mirza 
Rdstum, and Burhaun Oghlan, with a body of ten thousand horse, 
on the road to the territory of the Siahpoush ; proceeding in person 
■with the remainder of his force towards Khawuk, on the north-western 
skirts of the Ketour mountains. This place, which he found in ruins, 
he caused to be immediately repaired, directing his cavalry to dis- 
mount and leave their horses there, it being his design to ascend the 
ridges of Ketour, on foot. On these mountains, it is here observed 
that, although the sun had now entered Gemini, or even Cancer 
according to some authorities,* the snow still lay on the ground in 
such quantit}’’, that the horses which yet accompanied the army 
sunk knee deep at every step, and at last failed altogether in making 
any kind of progress. In these circumstances, the soldiers availed 
themselves of the night, when the surface of the snow became har- 
dened by the frost, to lead their horses along, permitting them to 
rest during the day, under cover of their cloaks and blankets.* and 
by such expedients they contrived to proceed in their march, until 
they finally gained the summit of one of the mountains among the 
loftiest of the whole range. From thence the principal Ameirs, who 
had been induced to retain their horses when those of the cavalry 
in general had been directed to leave them behind, now sent them all 
back towards Khawuk. 

The mountaineers had retired, in the mean lime, far within the 
deep and numerous vallies formed by the difierent ranges of Ketour; 
and the descent into these vallies presented such serious obstacles 
as, augmented by the heavy drifts of snow, appeared most difficult 
to overcome. Nothing, however, was sufficient effectually to impede 
the progress of Teymhr’s hardy veterans, animated by the indefatiga- 
ble zeal of their sovereign. The chiefs and their followers, some by 
ropes, and others bj’^ fairly sliding down the declivities, finally con- 
veyed themselves to the bottom ; but for the particular accommodation 
of Teymfir, a sort ot stage, or litter, of planks was formed with iron 
rings attached, to which were fastened several ropes, each of the 
length of one hundred and fifty cubits. A number of attendants 
were then let down to the extent of the ropes, by which the stage 

* In Maj or June. 
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was suspended, in order to prepare with their pickaxes, a ledge, or land- 
ing' place, for the vehicle in its descent ; and on this, securely seated, 
the monarcji was gradually lowered from place to place, until the 
operation five times repeated brought him safe to the bottom of the 
mountain. Teymfir then proceeded staff in hand, on foot, for the 
distance of nearly a farsang, until by carefully securing their heads 
and legs, two of his horses had been also lowered without injury, to 
the bottom of the valley, all the others having perished in the expe^ 
riment, when he mounted once more, and continued his march, ac- 
companied by the whole of his troops on foot. 

The infidel natives are described, either from reality, or for the sake 
of the metaphor, to have been of enormous stature and bodily strength^ 
going for the most part entirely naked. Their chief bore the desig- 
nation of Ghadashou, and their language bore no aflinity with either 
Persian, Turkish, or Hindy ; neither did the}^ possess the slightest 
acquaintance with any other language than their own, the only means 
of communication with them being through those of the neighboring 
countries, who, by residing for some time among them, acquired a 
knowledge of -their barbarous idiom, and became thus qualified to in- 
terpret for them. Their principal and perhaps only fortress was de- 
fended on one side by a very deep river, on the opposite side of which 
arose a lofty mountain, which seemed with its summit to touch the 
skies, and presented an apparently inaccessible front, to the most ad- 
venturous assailants. To this mountain, on receiving intelligence of 
Teymfir's approach, four and twenty hours previous to Ins arrival, 
they therefore conveyed themselves, their families, and the whole of 
their effects, as to a place of the utmost security , and accordingl}', 
when the Teymfirians enteied the fortress, nothing remained to 
assuage the avidity for plunder, but a few sheep, which having 
seized, the invaders immediately set fire to the houses and consumed 
the place to ashes. 

They were' now directed to scale the mountain on the opposite 
side of the river; and having with considerable difficulty, and some 
loss, succeeded .in gaining one of the summits winch overlooked the 
last retreat of the enemy, the Teymurian chiefs and their followers, 
assailed them on all sides, for three days successively, with such 
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pr<''inr«'. ami prof iln* riernnl of iln* Mi|)r>'m«‘ hnne, not 

onlv ihmr Iim >• ami propi rn- v ^h(U^hl he ‘•et ured to them, hut they 
«;hould he n nmtated in the eniirt pn‘.>;e«;Mon of their country. All 
thm ha\ im: het n i \pl urn d w nh dm* prei mmn to the inonnlain tribe*; 
ihnmuh tin iruiterpreii p'.tln '•e harhanaim.aftera further delay of three 
fhiN c. procei ded to till ramp of 1'ci mnr. accompanied hv the imperial 
nsrent. and to all out w aril appearance made profc';';ion of the doctrines 
of the Koran, and otheruive hnmhiv aeknow Icdpinp their nnresen cd 
and willinp «;uhmi<;‘<ion to the imperial mithoriti, were dminissed hy 
Te\mi’ir. with imn\ rxpri ‘'•'loii*; of Kindm*'*', and with robe*, and 
drc'.'^e', ‘Jintahle to tin ir ve\iral ‘.lation*.. 

'1 h It \(.r_\ niuht, however, n*' soon ns nature had arm} ed herself 
in the pirh of the ainieitd. these jierfidioiis iniscreantc, ni thee\pcc- 
tation ol i ikiii” them h\ surprise, nisln d upon the division of .\meir 
Shah Melt'k . hntlnvinp bet ii frustrati d in this e\p. ctation, and one 
hnmlrod and filtv bein': immedi it« ly sf'i/ed and put to the sw ord b\ the 
'rcvmiinans, the residue, sore vvoumled and dispirited, withdrew' to 
their retreat on the monntaiii. 'I hither tlu v were closelv pnrsutd 
bv thiir enr.i'Ti d .ulv crsaries, the whole of the male populiiion put 
to death in sirjct eonlormity with the dictates of the law, and the 
w omen and children condeiiinc d to si i\ cry. I'hc heads of ihesl.uiph- 
tered were er* cied into p_v ramids, on the loliiost parts ot the mountain, 
and the n cord and date ol the event enpraven on stone was left to 
commemorate to succeeding apes, on the spot, the laeilitv with which 
that had been now accomplished, which iiatl lolled the exertions of 
some of the most puiss.uit monarclis ol former times. 

A considerable period liavinp, in the mean time, elapsed, since 
the separation ol the divusion under Mir^cii Rustum and Burliaun 
Ophlan, wiihout any intelligence ol their proceedings, Teymur con- 
ceived ite.xpcdimt, without -lurthcr delay, to dispatch Mnhommed 
A7and, and some others of those who had b» cn brought up in the 
impt ri d household, at the head ol lour hundred chosen warriors, 
Persians as well as Turks, in order to ascertain what had hefaljen 
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them. Hastening to the execution of the service assigned them, 
Mahommed Azaud and his associates proceeded by roads equallv 
obscure and intricate, and along mountains covered with snon, until 
they gained the summit of a lofty ridge forming the boundarv of 
one of the vallies of the Siahpoush. Hence, firmly bracing their 
bucklers to their backs, and lying upon them, they boldly launched 
themselves to the bottom* Shortly aftei wards, they found themsehes 
under the walls of a castle belonging to the natives, which had been 
entirely abandoned by its inhabitants, and without a vestige of either 
friend or foe; excepting, however, the track ot a great multitude of 
people, which seemed to have taken a direction opposite to that from 
which they were just arrived. These happened to be the footmarks 
of a body of the Siahpoush; w'ho advised of the approach of the Tcy- 
murians under Mirza Udstum, and Bdrhaun Oghian, had recently 
marched to place themselves, in ambuscade, in one of the narrow 
defiles, in order to fall upon the strangers by surprise. In this they 
were completely succe«sful ; for when part of the troops had already 
passed the defile, and were carelessly encamping after turning tlicir 
their horses to graze, they were suddenly attack-d by the Siahpoiisli 
at once rushing on all sides from their ambuscade. With a baseness 
which covered him with indelible infamy Bfirhaun Oghian was 
among the very first to fly, throwing away liis bow and quiver; and 
the enemy, perceiving the consternation with which the Teyniuriaiis 
thus fled in all directions, now pursued with equal activity and con- 
fidence, putting th< m to the sword in great numbers. 

Alahommed Azaud, on the other hand, wdicn he discovered the 
track of the Siahpoush, determined without hesitation on pursuing 
them, whatever might be the result; and accordingly reaching the 
defile W’hicli had been the scene of the recent discomfiture, he fell 
in his turn upon the enemy, in the blind security of tiieir Mctory, 
and defeating them wiili considt rable slaughter, c.isily siieceeih d in 
recovering the whole ot the arms and Iiorsi s so shainefudy 
the part of Burliaun Oghian, and liis unfortunate associatts. fin sc 

• Some of these circumst.intcs perticips, scjrtely he r iti- 'crutuiv of <"hrr rn 

tici<m Tliej are, however, ciren i«i sfritl tonfortnilv wiIli the ori^iojl . a/i'l ll - r'-i' '■ 
li at full nhcrtj to reject or hthese them, at Lis dutrelmn. 
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tins IS the first nisinin e of cow nrdiec on ri i ord agmnsl the mce of the 

Ke\ini. And \ cl it is arknovt Itih^cd tint, in the w'.nr of Keptcimnk, 

the sanie llnrh.nni Oghl.in Ind lieeii nirendv detected once before, 

in 0 sinnl.ir inst.mce of dis.:riecfnl tniscondnct, winch had been 

overlooked b} the indnlceiire of Truunr; .nid the wretched man 

had been c\ pressly empIo\ed on tlie present occasion, in order to 

pne him .m opportnnitN of mpnngnn:: from his charnrier the odious 

impntation lie seems, howiwcr, rnnlinnes onr author, to ha\c 

chosen for his imitation the t\amplc of that Arab, who flung in the 

same dist:rnccfnl manner from the field of hnttlc, m reply to tlie 

c\posinlntions of Ins bm\cr companions, when they called upon Inm 

to reflect on the obloquy w Inch he was ahont to entail upon himself 

from the perpetual reproach of niankind, \cry coolly observed that 

he preferred life with malediction, rather than death with the useless 

regret and benediction, to winch he must be equally insensible and 

mdiflrerent. 

In the mean tunc, wlien tlie object of bis expedition bad been 
completed, in the gratification of Ins \ cngeance against the natives 
of Mount Ketour, two officers of the names of Jullaul-ul-enaum, 
and Ally Scicstauny, W'ere employed by Teyinilr to explore the 
country , in order to secure a more practicable passage from, than that 
by which he had eflccted his entrance into, these almost inaccessible 
TOL. Ill- 2 G 
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A D 1398 attained, and a road opened in many 

”ltouziit-us- through the snow, he was enabled, without further difficulty, 
suffa. to withdraw from the country and return to Khawuk. Here he of 
course remounted his cavalry, which had on this occasion, with equal 
zeal and perseverance, continued to serve on foot for a period of 
eighteen days, during which he appears to have been engaged on the 
expedition. He shortly afterwards rejoined the main body of the 
army and heavy equipments under Mirza Shah Rokh. On the arrii^al 
of Burhaun Oghlan and Mahommed Azaud, he did not however 
omit to signalize his displeasure at the disgraceful conduct of tne 
former, who with ten thousand men at his disposal had ingloriously 
fled before an inferior force of the barbarians, and his exalted sense 
of the gallantry and intrepidity of the latter, in so effectually redeem- 
ing the reputation of his arms, with numbers so inadequate. In short, 
the one was banished his presence, and entirely cast off from his 
favor, while the other was loaded with honors and applause ; and the 
most liberal rewards were bestowed upon the warriors who had so 
gallantly fought under his orders. From a sense of delicacy towards 
the imperial family perhaps, the author has totally abstained from 
adverting, in any shape, to the conduct of Mirza Riistum, on this 
unfortunate occasion. 

On the reunion of his force, Teymur conceived it advisable that 
Shah Rokh should return to Herat, in order to provide for the 
security of the important government of Khorassaun ; immediately 
after which he put his troops in motion towards Kabul, Cros>ing 
the mountains of Hindu Koh, he proceeded in several marches by 
the route of Penjsheher,* to the Tchelgab, or pasture grounds of 
Baran, at the distance of five farsangs, or about eighteen miles from 
the metropolis of Kabul. Here to leave a proof that, at least on some 
occasions, he was influenced by a disposition to emulate the bounte- 
ous designs of eternal beneficence, he determined to open a canal 
from the river which flows in the neighborhood, in order to convey 
its waters all the wav to the capital of the province. And as the 
undertaking was allotted, in regular proportions, to be carried into 
execution under the superintendance of his principal generals, it was 

* Pcntapoli5. 
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ooniplrlod in n ^c^y •^liori space of lime, being subsequently distin- 
pui'^lu'cl by the nppell.inon of the Jiii Mauhygucir, or fishing stream. 
Its nrKanlagt's and uiilit\ heing, nt the same time, very early under- 
stood, Its hanks were soon cmhelltshcd by a number of respectable 
and flourishing \ illages , TeMiihr. sliorlly after the accomplisliment of 
the bent \oh nt design, continuing his march to the already mention- 
ed ciu of Kahfd. 

I’reviotis to his remo\al from the plains of Dourcin, in the neigh- 
borhood of the ruer ot llaran, on this occasion, ambassadors had pre- 
sented themsobes to Tcvmtir, from Kydekon the Ottzbek, from 
Temur Kuilugh Oghlan, and from his faihcr-in-lnw Khuzzer Khaujah 
Oghlan the Khaun ot Jetiah ,* all cNpressing assurances of regret for 
former misunderstanding, and of sincere attachment for the future. 
At the same place also, the protection of Teymur was claimed by' 
T.^elzy Oghlan, the descendant, in another branch, of the illustrious 
Stock of Jcngiicu,* u ho had been compelled to fly from the ancient 
and venerable residence of the IChauns [Oolhgh-yourutj, near Ka- 
rakorum, after an unsuccessful contest with the Khaun of Kalmauk. 
From Teymur he experienced a very friendly and hospitable recep- 
tion ; being immediately furnished with camels, horses and mules, 
and in short with an equipage every way suitable to his illustrious 
and royal descent. Another visitor, perhaps not the Ient>t welcome, 
who repaired to the camp of TeymOr nt the period under considera- 
tion, was his agent Sheikh Nilr-ud-dcin, who had been employ'ed 
during the expedition of five years to superintend the collections m 
Fars ; and who now joined the imperial army', with a supply' of 
treasure and valuable effects, to an almost incalculable amount. 
These consisted in the detail, of gold, and jew'els of every denomin- 
ation, of girdles enriched with precious stones, of dresses embroidered 
W’lth gold, of piece goods of the most rare and costly fabric, of arms 
offensive and defensive, and of the most curious and elaborate 
workmanship, of Arabian horses with saddles of gold, of camels and 
mules for the saddle, with stirrups of gold, and with caparisons of 
gold brocade, and, lastly, of tents, pavilions and canopies of state, 
composed of broad cloth, f together with numerous other articles of 
* This prince is adicrtcd to, at the conclusion of Chap, llth of Vol. II. 
i Skerlautjlitterally scarlet. 
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1 D ?398. Singular beauty and variety as to fill the minds of the beholders 
JRouzut-us- ^ surprise and admiration. In short, so great was the magnitude 
suffa. of the supply of every thing rare and useful conveyed to the imperial 
repositories, on this occasion, that the officers and clerks of the exche- 
quer were employed for three daj^s and three nights without inter- 
mission, in comparing and registering the schedules; and Sheikh Nfir- 
ud-dein was himself engaged on his knees for one whole day, trom 
morning to night, in specifying aloud the number and description of 
the various articles, in the presence of bis sovereign. Neither did it 
contribute to diminish the surprise and admiration of Tkeizy Oghlan, 
in particular, and of the ambassadors of the Ouzbek chiefs in general, 
at the grandeur of the monarch, one single vassal of whom was thus 
capable of conveying to him a peishkesh, or present of homage, of such 
enormous extent and magnificence. 

The agents of the Ouzbek chiefs were then dismissed highly 
gratified with the liberality of the reception w-hich they had expe- 
rienced, and furnished with appropriate letters to their respective 
•' principals. Sheikh Nfir-ud-dein, at the same time, embraced an 
opportunity to solicit the imperial clemency in behalf of Bfirhaiin 
j Oghlan,and his associates in misconduct; and they were, in compliance 
with his request, absolved from all further consequence of their guilt. 
It was about the same period that Sultan Mahmbd K.haun, the titular 
sovereign of Transoxiana, w'lth the Mirzas Mahommed Sultan and 
Rustum, and the troops of the left wing, w'as detached in advance 
towards the Indian territory. 

Soon after he had encamped near Kabul, an Avghan, or ^^fghan, 
chuf of the .name of Melek Mahommed, repaired to the presence of 
Texmur, to complain of ISIoussa, another chief of the same naiion, 
of the Kerkcs tribe, w'hom he represented as an odious, vile, and 
unprincipled robber — as having put to death his, the comolain ini s 
brother an acknowdedged, or affianced vassal of tlie imperial authority 
■ — destro\ed the fortressof* Iijaub, about three days journey from Kaliub 
on the southern road to the Indus — and laid «asfe tlie possissums of 
the family, in that district, and usurped the w’l.ole ro hnnst If. In slioit, 
as having, by the airocious violence of Ins conduct, remit rt d 
intercourse through the districts aojoiniug to his place of resitlen 
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c\trcmclN dt\ng crou*^, if not totally impracticable, to travellers of every 
nation and description. The Afjihan concluded his statement by 
ob^verMng that ba\iiic bimself fled for life to Gheznein, be bad there 
taken up liis abode, until recently appnzcd of the approach of the 
Te\miirian standard, winch bad hastened him to lay his grievances 
at tlie tool of the throne. The indignation of Teymur was it seems 
suflicieiiily roused In this recital ol oppressions, font is possible that 
the t\rant mielit Inn c been cxtrennly tenacious of his monopoly of 
MoUnce, and he aecordingly determined to confine Ins immediate 
exertions to the chastiseiiRnt of this petty usurper on his prero- 
gatn c. 

For this purjiosc ho directed that Mclek Mahommed should, for 
the present, remain enneealed in the imperial encampment; until such 
time as some method should ha\c been dc\ iscd to obtain cffectudl 
redress for Ins vrongs. An agent was then dispatched to announce 
to the obnoxious .Mgban, that it would be attended with the utmost 
incniivcnuMiro if a station of such importance to the security of the 
intercourse wnli India, as the fortress of Iriaub, was any longer suf- 
fered to remain in ruins. He was therefore invited to repair without 
dtla\ to the presence of Tc\mAr, in order that he might he confirmed 
in the govcrnincni of the country, witli due ohsenance to the claims 
of suhstmtial justice, and with a \ icw to the immediate rebuilding, 
on Ins p irt, of a fortress of such consequence to the public tranquillity. 

IJaiing prepared such presents as were suitable to the dignity of 
the powerful uioiiarcli, whom lie was about to visit, the .Afghan chief, 
without the smallest suspicion of evil, proceeded in company with 
the nnperial .igeni to the camp ofTeymGr, frvim wdiotn he appears to 
ha\e experienced a reception calculated to encourage his hopes. 
"When he dad linn with Ins dress of honor, the monarch informed 
him, however at the same time, that a division of the imperial troops 
\\ould accompany Inm on his return, for the purpose of putting the 
dismantled fortress of Irjaub in a state c»f repair, that it W'as^xpect' d 
he would also .ippear at the head of Ins people, iii ordt r to assist in 
the prosecution of tliat most necessary design , and that no exertion 
would he omitted, on Ins part, to bring it to a conclusion before the 
arrival of the imperial standard on the spot. At the same time, 
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either to lay his apprehensions entirely asleep, or to alleviate the 
sense of the burden thus imposed upon him, he was told that if, after 
all, any part of the work should remain unfinished at the period allu- 
ded to, assistance would not be wanting to hasten it to a completion. 
A detachment of three thousand men, under Moussa Rekmaul, was 
accordingly directed to proceed without delay towards Irjaub, where, 
soon after his arrival, that officer rvasjo]ned,}i) conformity to agreement, 
by the Afghan chief W’lth a body of his people, and altogether has- 
ten d in conjunction to the rebuilding of the town. 

The imp« rial consort Serhi iMelek Khaunum, with Mirza Olugh 
Beg, who had hitherto accompanied the army, was now dismissed 
for Samarkand; after which Teymfir decamped from hisrpoaition near 
Kabul, and on Wednesday the eighth of Zilhudje, of the \ear eight 
hundred,* displaj'ed his victorious standard before Irjaub. The 
rebuilding of the place w'as advancing with considerable activity, 
under thesupcrintendance of Moussa Rekmaul, and his auxiliary the 
Afghan duet; between two and three hundred men, w’e should have 
expected as many thousands, being daily employed in the w’ork, which 
•was carried on to the sound of their warlike music, horns and kettle- 
drums. Tej'mur's orders were issued afresh to prosecute the under- 
taking with all possible di'^patch, and the imperial commissaries were 
charged to furnish all the means at the>r disposal, towards the speedy 
accomplishment of this object. The construction of the principal 
mosque and other public buildings wuthin the place, w^as entrusted 
at the same time to the supenntendance of Araeir Shah Melek and 
JuIlaul-uI-Islaum ; and such, in short, was the zeal and expedition 
emploj^ed in prosecuting riie whole to a completion, that the walls 
and tow'ers, which embraced a circumference of considerable extent, 
together with several mosques and public structures, of no small 
magnitude, were all entirely finished in the short space of fourteen 
days. 

In the mean time, in his instructions to the Tawatebeis, exempts, 
staff officers of the army perhaps, Teymfir had intimated his pleasure, 
when the rebuilding of irjaub should have been completed, that 
the followers of Moussa the Afghan should not be permitted to return 
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to tlicir homes; and this circumstance by some means or otlier 
became indi'^tinctly kno^^n to the people whom it so materially 
concerned. When, hoi\cver, the whole of the works had been thus 
brouglit to a thorough completion, Te^’mur mounted his horse one 
day, and, attended by Ins principal generals, proceeded to view the 
ditch and rampart, which had been thrown up for the defence of 
the place. Just as he was passing opposite to the principal gate, 
one of seven Afglians, who had taken post in a balcony, behind, or 
possibly abo\ethc gate, suddenly discharged an arrow' at the person 
of the monarch. Fortunately the shaft flew wide of its object; 
and Teymur escaped with no other inconvenience than w'hat was 
produced by the starting of his horse, at the sound of the winged 
mischief. Enraged at such an act of daring treacheri', Teymur im- 
mediately entered the town by another gate, and gave directions for 
the instant seizure of all the Afghans. The seven, of whom one had 
been guilty of this una\ ailing attempt at assasination, aware that 
their lives were forfeited, resolved to defend themselves to the last; 
and many of the Teymilrians, by w horn they were early assailed, w'ere 
severely wounded in the endcaior to dislodge and destro}' them. 
At last, a natuc of Seicstaun in the serxice ofTeymflr, by applying 
a ladder to the budding, succeeded in ascending w'lth his follow’ers, 
and finally cut them all to pieces. On the same day, Moussa the 
Afghan, w’lth two hundred of Ins people, was se’zed and delivered 
up toMelek Mahommed ; who, with the aid of three of his attendants, 
more than amply acquitted himself of the debt of vengeance for a 
brothers blood, by putting the w'hole to death, and making an obelisk 
of their heads to commemorate the deed. The tents and habitations 
of the Afghans were then pillaged, and their property', women apd 
children, consigned to the inhabitants of Irjaub and the neighboring 
districts, so long exposed to their licentious outrages. The govern- 
ment of the place and of the adjoining territory, w'as finally conferred 
by his august avenger, upon Melek Mahommed, as a lasting proof 
of his bounty. 

His Visit to Irjaub thus terminated to his satisfaction, Teymfir, 
on the eighteenth of Zilhudje,* put his troops again m motion, and 
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A. H 800. having traversed the intervening mountainous and forest districts, 
^Auuzutut encamp at ShenAzaiin; from whence the heavy baggage 

sufld. was dispatched, under the care of KhaleiJ Siiltan, towards Banou, by 
the route of Keptchegh^r. Shortly afterwards, Teymflr at the head 
of several thousands* of his cavalry, hastened by a forced inarch 
towards the fortress, or fortified town of Nughez, or Nagaz ; where, 
according to De la Croix’s work, he is said to have arrived early m 
the morning of the twenty first of the month,* Ameir Suliman Shah 
having been previously detached with the division of Khorassaun, 
in order to put this place in a state of repair. 

On his arrival at Naghaz, information was communicated to Tey- 
mfir, that the Perniaulies, or Pervians as they are denominated in 
De la Croix, a cast of Afghans whose territory appears to have Iain 
to the right, or w’estward, of Teymllrs route to the Indus, and who 
had formerly been required to join the imperial standard, had given 
proofs of disobedience and hostility. In fact they had the audacity 
to intercept a convoy which had been dispatched towards Kabfil, 
by Mirza Peir Mahommed, with the'^plunder acquired during his 
expeditions on the Indus, and to wrest from them apart of the booty. 
On the very day of his ariival, Teymur therefore resolved on proceed- 
ing immediately in pursuit of them, to the mountains and forests into 
which they had withdrawn, and from w'hence they continued their 
depredations, on the adjoining districts. At the end of three days 
he had accordingly conducted his troops to the verge of the abodes of 
this proscribed banditti ; when he directed his cavalry to dismount 
and to penetrate on foot in all directions, into the woods and moun- 
tain ranges in their view, which they were, at the point of the sword, 
to purify from the abominations of the polluted race of whom they 
•were in quest. In conformity with their instructions, the Teymiln- 
ans were immediately in motion on every side, in pursuit of the 
objects of fheir master’s wrath; and a vast number of the male popu- 
lation became the victims of their sanguinary fury, the habitations 
* The manuscript exhibits sudd, or one hundred thousaud, but as tcbuiid, may be so 
easily converted into sudd, through the customary negligence of a mercenary transciiber, 
the interpretaUon which we have given m the text is the most probable, and most consist- 
ijent with previous statements. 
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of whalG\er description nerc pillaged and burnt, and the women and 
children \vhere\er captured, driven into slavery. 

A considerable remnant having contrived, nevertheless, through 
ti thousand didiculties to escape the .s^^ord of the exterminator, 
TevinAr indicated the design of continuing on the spot, until the 
whole of this Afghan tribe should have been entirely destroyed, and 
the neighhoihood completely secured against future outrage on their 
pirt. Hilt while he was yet deliberating on the subject, the leader 
of the obnoxious tribe, whose name appears to have been Aweil, or 
Aubel, impressed with a sincere desire of efiecting his reconciliation, 
hastened to the presence of the conqueror, and in humble and abject 
terms implored Ins mercy. Tcymiir, on his part also, conceiving a 
favorable impression of the sinceiity of Ins protestations and of his 
regret for what was past, was easily prevailed upon to listen to his 
intieatics, freely pronounced Ins pardon and restored him to Ins 
authoriU, with higher power and advantages than he had ever before 
enio}ed. 

In the mean time, Avhen he had completed Ins object of placing 
the fortifications of Naghaz in a state of repair, a report was conveyed 
to Ameir Suliman Shah, that the Kulauties, another more numerous 
and pow erful tribe of Afghans, had also received the orders of Teymfir 
with contempt, and had neglected to furnish then contingent of troops 
to the imperial army. Two days, therefore, previous to the retuin of 
Ins sovereign, Ameir Siiliman had hastened to attack this contuma- 
cious and refractory tribe, and, although remarkable for their great 
stature and bodily strength, had completely succeeded in either des- 
troying, or expelling them from their retreats. So that on the day on' 
which the imperial standard returned to Naghaz, Ameir Shliman had 
the gratification of presenting himself to bis sovereign, wnth a con- 
siderable booty, the fruits of his victory, together with the women 
and children of the vanquished tribe ; and he was received with every 
testimony of approbation, and loaded with favor and regard,' in 
acknowledgment of this zealous and acceptable piece of service. 

Teymiir appears to have quitted his position in the neighborhood 
of the Perniaulies, on the first of Mohurrem of the eight hundred 
and first of the hidjerah and immediately on his arrival at Naghaz, 
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or i^ery shortly afterwards, we find him dispatching the same Snhman 
Shah, to join Peir Mahommed at Mfiltaun. The command at Nuijhz, 
or Naghaz, was entrusted to an officer of the name of Shah Ally, a 
native of herah, with a garrison of five humlred men for its protec* 
tion; and shortly after this, although the date is not expressly stated, 
Teymur also decamped from Nughz, and, taking the route of Banou, 
or Bunnou, which is situated, according to the best modern maps, 
on the Koumull river about forty miles above its confluence viih 
the Indus, at Deinkote, on the eighth day of Mohurrem,* reached 
the banks of the latter river; on the exact sp' t where, about one 
hundred and seventy seven years before, it had been crossed by Sultan 
Jullaul-ud dein the Khaurezmian, in his disastrous flight from the 
vengeance of Jengueiz, ?s described on a former occasion. 

Orders were immediately issued for the construction of a bridge, 
for the passage of the Indus, and in the course of two days a very 
respectable one was laid across the river by means of sebpayali, or 
grapnels of three prongs, and rafts of reeds and bamboos In the mean 
time, among his other occupations, Teymur was employed lu giving 
audience of leave to Seyud Mahommed of Medeinali, who had arrived 
at court as the agent of that city and of Mekkah ; in order to express 
an anxious expectation that the Tcheghataian monarcli Avould at some 
fut lire period conduct his victorious standard to t hat quarter, and receive 
the sacred territory of the prophet under his protection ; also to the en- 
voy of Eskunder Shah prince of Kashmeir, u ho had been the hearer of 
assurances of submission and allegiance on the part of his master, to 
vhom instructions were now conveved, tbrongh Ins agent, to join 
the imperial army with Ins contingenl of troops, at the tov. n of Oi- 
balpour on the north bank of the Setkge, between Pe^rouzpunr 
and Jalindehr. 

On monday the twelfth of IMoburrem.t Teymtir proceeded across 
the Indus, tt>llo\\ed by the whole of Ins army to the \erge of die 
Tchoul Jerou; a desert of great extent to the eastward of t}iem<r, 
w Inch from ha\ nig affurded to 'sultan J iillaul-ud-deni, on the 0( caston 
rec< ntly tidreiled to, an asj^lum against the pursuit of Iih eminns, 
has recened from historians the appellation of Ichonl .full.uily. 

♦ lOtb oi btptcinbcr. 1 23rd bcptcniLcr 
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About this period the Rayas, or native chiefs, of Kouhjoud, a range 
of mountains to the northwest of the Punjaub, between Kashmeir 
and the Indus, repaired to the camp of TeymCir, with suitable presents, 
and assurances of submission to his person and authority, and as 
these chiefs had long before, as well as on the present occasion, given 
substantial proofs of the sincerity of their attachment, in their hos* 
pitable and fiiendly entertainment of Rhstum Togh^i Bougha, when 
on Ins march with a division of the imperial troops towards Multaun 
he entered their country, they experienced from the TcheghatJiian 
monarch, on their^arrival, every mark of confidence and regard, and 
departed extremely giatified with the liberality of their reception. 

At the period when Muza Peir Mahommed entered the province 
of Milltaun, as mentioned in the former part of this chapter, none 
had been more forward to 30m his army than, Shahaub-ud dein Mu- 
bauiek Shah, the chief, or zemindaui, of an island, or peninsula,’^ 
formed by the stream of the Jammed, or Behaut, pre-eminent among 
^he neighboring Rayas, in the multitude of his followers, and in the 
.abundance of Ins wealth and resources. However, after voluntaril}" 
enrolling himself among the vassals of the empire, and tasting liberally 
•of the bounty of Peir Mahommed, tins personage, when he had served 
a short time ivith the army, took it into his head to return home , and, 
either seduced by the demon of presumption, by a delusive reliance 
on the natural strength of his place of residence protected by sur- 
rounding waters, or having, peradventure, discovered on closer inspec- 
non, that the reputed renown of the Tcheghatliians surpassed the 
reality, audaciously threw off his allegiance, and put himself at once 
in a posture of hostility and defiance. 


Hence, when the position of the grand imperial army was advanced 
to the banks of the Jammerl, and Teymfir became apprized of the 
defection, his earliest exertions were directed to the chastisement of 
this audacious apostate from his allegiance; and Sheikh Nilr-ud-dein 
was accordingly dispatched at the head of his own tomaun. or division 
of ten thousand, to make an immediate attack on the pon of the 
hostile zemmdaur. Proceeding ,n coDfomity with his inslmctions 
* I cannot conjecture where to fix thetemfnrv 
.r Smbaste. boiow Rou.., ^ 
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towards the island, or peninsula, occupied by the enemy, Nur-ud- 
dein discovered on his arrival, that in addition to its natural strength, 
Shahaub-ud-dein had covered his position by a deep ditch and lofty 
rampart, the approach to which was rendered still moie difficult by 
an extensive lake, or inundation. With their accustomed celerity, 
however, the imperial troops surmoifnted the difficulties of the 
approach, and they proceeded to assail their adversaries in their 
works; but on these they failed to make any impression, since they 
are stated at the close of the day to have withdrawn to their encamp- 
ment. That same night, in the expectation that they might be 
taken by surprise, they were attacked in their quarters by Shahaub- 
ud dein, at the head of ten thousand of his b^st men, and a most 
desperate conflict immediately ensued ; in which however, after 
repeated efforts, Nhr-ud-dein and his followers finally succeeded in 
repulsing the enemy, many of whom perished in the river, in the 
consternation of their flight. 

In the mean time, the main body of the army, under the immediate 
command of Teymiir, encamped before thi'! island, or peninsular 
position. But, in contemplation of such a crisis, having providently 
collected a flotilla of two hundred of the river craft, Shahaub ud-dein, 
on his return from his unsuccessful attempt against the camp of the 
Teymfirians, immediately embarked with his family and the bulk of 
his followers, and proceeded down the Jammed, with the design of 
escaping along that river to Outchah, although this place was stated 
long since to have been in possession of the imperinl troops. As 
soon as it was discovered that he had taken flight, iSfir-ud-dem 
hastened along the bank of the river, by instruction of Teimfir, to 
harass ,and impede the retreat of the fugitive. Howevei, when he 
had continued to bang on the flank of the flying enemy to a con- 
siderable distance, and occasioned no small havoc among the boats 
on the Jammed, Niir-ud-dein thought it expedient to relinquish the 
pursuit, and to rejoin the mam body; where those who had ilistin- 
guislied themselves by their steadiness and intrepidity dm mg thfe 
recent night attack, were now most hberahy rewarded on the part of 

Teymfir. ' . u j 

On its arrival in the neighborhood of Mflltaun, on the other nan » 
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tlie flotilla of Shahaub-ud-dein was again attacked and, its retreat 
finally -cut oflf by the troops under Mirza Peir Mahommed and Suli- 
nian Shah, b> iihom a great part of those on board were destro^'^ed 
and thrown into the river. Shahaub-ud-dein, however, sw'am ashore, 
and succeeded in effecting his escape into the adjoining woods, many 
ot his followers taking the same direction. These latter ivere pur- 
sued and cut to pieces in great numbers, bj’^ Ameir Shah Melek, with 
a detachment of the TeymGnans, who made themselves masters on 
this occasion altogether of an immense booty, the captured vessels 
being loaded, moreover, with cattle and provisions of every descrip- 
tion to an incalculable amount. Shortly afterwards, Teymur also 
descended in person, for jive or six da^s, along the side of the Jam- 
med,* which we may venture to identify with the Behaut, or 
Tchailum, the Hydaspes of Alexander’s expedition, until he reached 
the spot where it unites w’ith the Tchun^vah, or Tchunaub, opposite 
to the fortress of Yelmenj; where he now' encamped, giving orders 
for the immediate construction of a bridge, to convey his army to 
the other side, which was completed in the space of three days. 

Having crossed the united stream of the Behaut and Tchailum, 
a little below the confluence, by the temporary bridge constructed 
on this occasion, Teymur pitched his tents under the w'alls of Yel- 
menv, on the bank of the river here bearing the same name. The 
governor ot the town and other magistrates, with the Seyuds and 
illema, or men of letters, hastened to the presence of the conqueror, 
whose hands they were graciously permitted to kiss. On the same 
ddv, w Inch appears to have been the first of the month ot Suffur,* 
leymur is stated to have again passed a river and to have encamp- 
ed on the plains of Yelraeny, so called in the manuscript, but we 
belie%e more correctly, Toliimbah, laid down in the best map? to the 
lett ot the Rau\y about 6fty mihs above MOltaun The cl^rk^ of 
the imperial exchequer were immediately directed to impose upon 
the inhabilantb ol Tolumbah, a contribution of two laL^, which, rf of 
rupet-s, might amount to about twenty five thousand pccch£ ^rerfrng; 

• In Its course from Ku«hu>eir to It s junction Mith the Indu , toj ci clarr^Isbed 
b\ no less than foii difieienl names, tiz the Icheilem, Behzzi-Iimmad. cr Janad zs.i 
Dindaua. 
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from the operatiofi of which the Seyuds, or race of the prophet, and 
Alema, were however exempted. The officers employed in the coU 
lection had levied the whole of this contribution, to a mere trifle 
which remained unpaid, when the multitudinous soldiery of the army 
arrived ; and being in the utmost want of gram and provisions, re- 
ceived orders to supply themselves wherever they were to be found. 
In the obscurity of the night, under the pretext of searching for these 
indispensible articles of supply, the troops poured in throngs into the 
town, which was thus immediately exposed to all the horrors and 
excesses incidental to a place entered by assault. The dwelling 
houses were set on fire, and the property of the inhabitants devoted 
to indiscriminate plunder. Yet in this instance an exemption was 
again observed, with respect to the Sej’^uds and other classes of the 
faithful , whose houses were entirely excepted from those circum- 
stances of plunder and conflagration, which involved their more un- 
fortunate fellow citizens in one common scene of ruin. 

While these enormities were in piogress in the town of TolAmbah, 
information was laid before TeymAr, that several of the petty princes 
in the neighborhood, after professing their allegiance to Mirza Peir 
Mahommed, were now in a state of contumacious hostility to the 
impenal authority. It was therefore thought expedient, without a 
moments delay, to dispatch the Ameirs Shah Melek and Sheikh 
Mahommed Eykou Teymiir, with the divisions under their orders, 
to punish the apostacy of these insolent and refractory rebels ; whose 
conduct did not fail to produce an adequate degree of resentment in 
the royal mind. The Araeirs in question proceeded accordingly to 
enter the j unguis, or forests, in which these obnoxious chiefs bad 
taken post, and having put to the sword about two thousand of their 
Hindft adherents, returned in due time to the imperial encampment, 
with a booty amply sufficient to reward their exertions. 

After this further vindication of his power, Teymilr, on Saturday 
the seventh of Suffur,* again put his troops in motion; and on the 
following day encamped in the neighborhood of a Jaul,or lake, con- 
tiguous to the banks of the Beiah, or Setleje. Here he received 
information that Nussrut the Gougre, at the head of two tnousand 

® ISLli of October. 
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horse, awaited his approach, on the side of the lake just mentioned, 
rel3Mng for the defence of his position, on the broad and deep chan- 
nel of the river which ran b}'; if, indeed, as the manuscript expressly 
indicates, this Jaul was not the name of a village protected nearly all 
around by the course of the Beiah. Be this, however, as it ma}’’, 
Teymur prepared to attack the position with his whole army ; his 
right ^Mng being led on bv Sheikh NAr-ud-dein, and Allaudaud, 
and the left by the Araeirs Shah Melek, and Sheikh Mahommed 
El kou Te} miQr, while A lly Sdltan Tawatchei was posted with a body 
of Khorassaunian foot in front of the centre, where the sovereign 
probably, as usual, commanded in person TheGougre, on the other 
hand, iiith not more than one thousand of his followers, had the au- 
dacity to present himself for battle, in the very front of this tremen- 
dous force , and being attacked among the bogs, and sloughs on the 
margin of the lake, by Ally Shltan, and his infantry, he appears to 
have opposed a vigorous resistance, since that chief and man}' of his 
duision are said to have been wounded in the onset. But Nfir ud- 
dein, and Allahdaud, with the troops of the right wing, hastening to 
take their share in the conflict, the enemy were for the greater part 
cut to pieces , It never having been properly, ascertained whether 
their general effected his escape from the scene of death, or accom- 
panied his slaughtered associates to the abodes of eternal misery. In 
the mean time, the victors proceeded, as usual, to pillage the property 
and set fire to the habitations of the vanquished , and having, with 
considerable fatigue and difficult}', made their way through the deep 
swamps and sloughs which covered the neighbourhood, finally en- 
camped at Shahnowaiiz, described as a respectable and opulent vil- 
lage, where they found a most abundant supply of gram Of this, 
when they had accommodated themselves w ith all that they could 
carry aw'ay, they burnt the remainder by Teymur’s directions, lest 
It should sirve to relieve the wants of the infidel inhahitmts of the 
toWMi and neii'hborhof'd ; a measure of which, we should have suppos- 
ed his experience might lony since have taught that monarch, the 
impoticx and absurditx. The imperial army now quitted Sliahnow - 
auz, and, dtscendim: along the right bank of the BcmIi, or more pro- 
pcrl} the beilt-je, again encamped on the same rner, opposite to the 
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town of Jenjaun, stated by De la Croix to be about forty miles from 
I^lultaun.^ The same day. Hum Melek^ the confidential agent of 
Shahrokh, arrived from Herat, with advices fromthat prince, and a rou- 
tine of piesents winch he laid with the usual ceremony before the 
throne ofTeymhr. 

The manner in which Mirza Peir Mahommed became engaged m 
the siege of Mhltaun, has been already noticed. \Fe are now in- 
formed that at the expiration of six months, during the whole of 
which the works of the town were, in some place or other, twice 
every day regularly assailed by the besiegers, famine at last produced 
in favor of the prince, what, by external force he had hitherto in vain 
laboured to accomplish. For having exhausted all their means of 
subsistance, even to their cats and dogs, the garrison found them- 
selves finally constrained to surrender the city, which, with the ter- 
ritory depending upon it, was accordingly taken possession ofby the 
Shahzhdah. Of this event, at the proper period, Peir Mahommed did 
not fail to apprize his imperial grandsire. In the mean tune, it being 
the period by the natives of Hindustaun denominated the Bershegaul, 
or rainy season, the Shahzhdah, in consequence of the loss of all his 
horses, from the heavy rams which fell for several da^s without ces- 
sation, found himself compelled to shut his army up within the walls 
of Mfiltaun. This was followed by the immediate revolt of the na- 
tive chiefs; who, in many places, proceeded to put the Teymdrian 
officers to death, and carried their insolence so far as to menace the 
gates of the metropolis, the troops within having been rendered inca- 
pable of acting by the loss of their horses. 

From this state of anxiety and alarm, Peir Mahommed was, howe- 
ver, at length relieved by the advance of his grandfather, the enemy 
disappearing in dismay at the approach of the imperial standard. 
Finding the danger thus dispelled, the ShahzMah, accompanied by a 
full train of his dependents, hastened from Mfiltaun ; and, on the four- 
teenth of Suffur,']' entered the imperial encampment still on the right, 
or w'estern bank of the Setleje, where he was received by Teymtir, 

® The miles of De la 'Croix are evidently Kosse, of about a mile and a half English, 
the distance of 40 K6sse being that at which this place appears, in the best maps, to the 
eastivard of Mhltaun. 
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^\llllc^cr^ maik of paternal rcc;ard and aflcction. It is here observ- 
ed that, as soon as they understood tliat he was in possession of 
Mitltan, Jenncid Boureldai, his brother Bayezzid, and Mahommed 
Dcrweish Ta\khaun>, three Moghul chiefs who liad deserted the 
imperial dniMon under Amcir daliaun Shah and fled into Hindiis- 
taun, during the war against Khaurezm, had immediately proceeded 
to join Peir Mahommed, the prince having engaged to intercede for 
them \Mlli their oflended so\creign. Of this engagement the prince 
now a\ ailed himself of the opportunity to acquit himself; and Tey- 
mur having conseiiied at his intcrcLSsion to pronounce their pardon, 
tlic three chiefs were accordingly set at large, not however, before 
they had each of them rccei\cd an allotted number of strokes under 
the bastinado. 

On Saturday the fifteenth of SufiTur,* the army proceeded across the 
Sctleie, and encamped near the ojiposite fortress of Jenjaun recentl}' 
mentioned, n lu-rc it remained for a period of foui days. This inter- 
\alof repose Peir Mahommed embraced to la}’’ before his grandfather 
the allotment of presents, which he had been able to collect for his 
acceptance. These consisted, as usual, of diadems, or tiaras, enriched 
with all kinds of precious stone, of scarfs or girdles of gold similarl}'^ 
enriched, of horses of the choicest breed, with caparisons of gold and 
silver, of the most delicate manufacture m silk and linnen, and of 
articles of plate and utensils for his household of solid gold, altoge- 
ther to a vast amount All this, however, although it occupied a 
period of two days to register the account in the treasury, Teymiir, 
V ith his usual liberality, distributed without reserve among the ladies 
of hisfamily, the princes of the blood, his generals, ministers, and other 
members of his court and army. At the same time, to make up for 
their recent losses before Mfiltaun, he caused a supply of thirty 
thousand horses to be distributed to the soldiers of the Shahzadah’s 
army who are described to have entered the imperial encampment, 
some on foot and some on bullocks, and must have exhibited to their 
countrymen a very grotesque and amusing spectacle. From Jenjaun 
Teymfir proceeded, about the twentieth of the monthj", towards Jeh- 
waul, where he again encamped, a distance of about forty miles, 
which he dispatched in separate stages. 

• goth of October 31st of October. 
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Soon after his entrance into the JPunjaub, the inhabitants of this 
quarter had also submitted to the authority of Mirza Peir Mahommed; 
and an officer of the name of Miissaufer K^buly, with a detachment 
of one thousand men, had been dispatched by that prince, in conse- 
quence, to superintend the government of the countiy. Nevertheless, 
like the natives of the districts to the westward of them, when the 
Tcheghatayan troops at Miiltaun had been so materially crippled in 
their activity bv the effects of the periodical rams, these also hasten- 
ed to throw oflp the yoke of the strangers ; and uniting with the slaves, 
or liousehold tioops, of Sultan Feyrouz Shah, proceeded to put the 
impeiial commander with the whole of his detatchment to the sword. 
But when the approach of Teymiir was announced by appalling 
rumours, from Multaun to Delily, these men, so audacious when a 
temporary misfortune seemed to suspend the career of the invader, 
suddenly abandoned their dwellings, and fled for security to the 
distant fortress of Batneir. Immediately therefore on his arrival at 
Jehwaul, having placed the heavy baggage and impediinents of the 
army in charge of Ameir Shah Melek, and Dowlut Temi)r Tawatchei, 
with instructions to proceed with the mam body by the route of 
Dibalpour* on the upper Setleje, so as to join him again at Samau- 
nah, Teymiir in person, with ten thousand of the best cavalry, hastened 
by a more southern route to Adjuden, about twenty miles, which he 
reached on the twenty-fourth of the month. f 

A short time previous to this, seduced by the imprudent counsels 
of two Sheikhs of the name ofMAnower, and Saudek, the inhabi- 
tants of Adjuden, had, for the greater part, forsaken the place, some 
flying with Saudek towards Batneir, and others with Mdnovver, 
towards Dehly. The Seyuds, however, and tklema, apprized of 
Teymur’s uniformly kind and indulgent disposition towards all of 
their class, resolutely withstood the arguments of the two Sheikhs, 
and remained by their dwellings ; and, in the full confidence of his 
clemency, on the day of his arrival at Adjuden, threw themselves on 
the protection of the Tcheghatayan monarch. They experienced, 
as they had been taught to expect, a very gracious reception, and 
returned to their habitations not a little elated by this circumstance 
* About seventy miles to the north east. + 4 th of November. 
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of good fortune; Moulnni Nnus‘?cr-ud-dcin Omnr, and Mahommed 
tlir ‘son of lChail)ah Malnnftd Sliahnnh, being deputed by the con- 
queror to pre'-’dc o\cr tbo place, and to protect tlic remnant of inha- 
bitant's from the cNces'ses incidental to tlie passage of a numerous, 
and undi'.ciplined soldiery. 

The fortress of IJatncir is described to ba\e been, at this period, a 
place of extraordinary, il not impregnable strength, for the reputation 
of \\hieh It ma\ , however, perhaps have been more immediately 
nuleblcd to its almost inaccessible situation, some distance within the 
sand\ de-'crt of HiKkancir. To this alsomay be ascribed the circum- 
stance. if true, that hitherto M had ne\ or been \ isitcd by foreign hosti- 
lity , .111(1 hence, on this occasion, tl became the asylum to which 
the inhabitants of Adiuden and Dibalpour, and indeed of all the 
aditiUMiig districts of llindiistaun, had flocked for protection. Such, 
in short, was the imiltitudc which thronged to its gales before the 
terrors ol invasion, that the compass of the vvidls was too narrow for 
tin ir reception. A prodigious assemblage of cattle, with carnages 
innumcr.’blc oontnining the cfTects of the fugitives, were crouded at 
all events under the surrounding wmIIs, while guards were stationed 
r.t every avenue to watch over their securit}'. 

In the mean tune, having passed a few hours within the town of 
Adjuden, on a v isit to the sepulchre of Sheikh Feroid Shukkergunje, 
the influence of v\ hose sainted spirit ho besought to accompany him in 
his designs, Teymur, on the tvvcnty-filih ofSufl'ur,* took his departure 
from that place: and having crossed the Duna river, which runs by 
It, proceeded to Khaules Kouteli, a lull or range of lulls here stated 
to lie at the distance of two kossc from Adjuden, and fifty from 
Batncir, three ol these kosse or Kouruh, being at the same time 
expressly represented as equal to one imperial, or statute farsang.j* 
Alter a short halt at Kliauless Kouteli, for the performance of meri- 
dian prayer, he continued lus march thence for the whole of the remain- 
der of the day, and of the following night vvithotit intermission ; and 

• Ctli of No\ ember 

t As the distance from Adjuden to Batncir, in Arrowsmith’s valuable map of Asia, is 
elmobt precisely 91 geographical miles, \vc arc warranted in stating these k6jse as 
equal to one mile and three quarters each, and the f.irsang at five miles and a quarter. 
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on the twenty-sixth of the month, at Tchaushtg^h, the hour of his- 
morning^s repast about ten in the forenoon, to the extreme surprise 
and terror of the inhabitants, he appealed in sight of Batneir, having 
performed this extraordinary march of fifty kosse, in less than four 
and twenty hours. All that was without the fortifications became 
the immediate prey of these formidable and unexpected visitants. 
Confident, nevertheless, in the strength of his post, and in the 
numbers assembled for its defence, Ilko Doultchen,* or perhaps, 
Doultchund, appeared but little disposed to submit, and the imperial 
troops advanced without delay on all points to attack the Sheherbund, 
or fortified suburbs, which were carried at the first onset; the 
unfortunate I'lindfis being put to the sword in great numbers, and a 
vast booty falling into the hands of the assailants. The commanders 
of Tomauns and Koushfins then proceeded to the attack of the inte- 
rior fort, which they approached with fearful celerity under cover of 
fascines and hurdles. On the other hand, determined on making a 
gallant resistance, Rko Doultchen, at the head of some of his bravest 
Hindds, had taken post at the principal gate; where being, however, 
assailed with equal vigour and perseverance, on the part of the 
Ameirs SCiliman Shah, Seyud Khaujah, and Jahaun Melek, with 
others belonging to the Tomaun of Shah Rokh, the Hindfi chief 
conceived that the works of the town were on the point of being 
forced ; and a sudden panic seizing upon his mind, he immediately 
dispatched a certain Seyud, who resided under his protection, to in- 
tercede for a cessation of hostilities for the remainder of the day, and 
to engage, in his behalf, -that the gates of the town should he 
thrown open on the day following, when he would in person quit 
the place, and make his submission to Teymfir. From regard to the 
character of the agent, in whose veins flowed the blood of his prophet, 
Teymfii consented to this arrangement; and the troops were immedi- 
ately ordered to withdraw from the foot of the works, and to retire 
altogether from the town, to their encampment without the suburbs. 

Finding, however, next day, little on the part of the Hindd that 
indicated a disposition to fulfil his engagements, the generals of the 
* In Hindy tbe author here observes that R&o corresponds witli the title of Bahauder, 
or hero, or perhaps knight, w Persian. 
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imperial army a^ain received orders each to approach, by sap, that 
part of the enemy’s works directly opposite to his station ; and the 
rapidity and perseverance with which these orders were carried into 
execution on the part of the Teymiirians, in spile of the fire-works, 
stones, and arrows, showered upon them in all directions, was again 
so appalling that, alarmed at their progress, RaoDoultchen and his 
officers, from the towers and ramparts, implored afresh the mercy of 
their besiegers. A second time the imperial clemency was awakened 
in their behalf; and the same day R^o Doultchen dispatched his own 
son and lieutenant, with some very rare and costly presents, further to 
solicit the indulgence of Teymilr, who permitted him, after a very 
favorable and distinguished reception, to return to his father. En- 
couraged thus to hope for similar indulgence, on the part of the con- 
queror, the HindCi chief did not hesitate the day afterwards, accom- 
panied by Sheikh Saud of Adjuden, probably the Saudek recently 
mentioned, to repair himself to the tents of Teymiir, to whom, in 
humble prostration, he was permitted to piesent some rare and beau- 
tiful animals, with three toghouz, or sets, of Arabian horses, consist- 
ing of nine to each set. He likewise experienced a reception equally 
liberal and distinguished, and was presented in return, with a gold 
embioidered Khelaut, or pelisse, a scart, or girdle of the same, or 
still more costly' materials, and a diadtm richly set with precious 
stones. 

The multitude which had fled to Batneir, on intelligence of the 
approach of Teymur, was great beyond calculation, and particularly 
from Deibalpour, and Adjuden, and the adjacent parts of Hindus- 
taun , and the Ameirs Sfiliman Shah and Allahdaud were now di- 
rected to take possession of the gates, and to dispatch to the imperial 
encampment, without delay, all those from the surrounding districts 
who had sought so treacherous a security within the walls of this 
remote fortress. In consequence of these instructions, five hundred 
of the inhabitants of Deibalpour, who had been accomplices in the 
death of Mfissaufer Kabuly and his followers, were immediately put 
to death, and their women and children condemned to slavery Some 
also from Adjuden, who had been induced, it seems, by absurd and . 
groundlessapprehensions to turn their backs on theTcheghatayan stand- - 
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arcl, and to seek the same fallacious security, here experienced the 
woeful retribution of their folly and unwarrantable suspicions. In 
the mean time, Kummaul ud-dein the brother, and his nephew, the 
son of Kilo Doultchen, impressed, not unjustly as the author would 
persuade us, with alarm of the vmdictiv^e designs of Teymur, m an evil 
liour proceeded to close the gates of the town against their ferocious 
advcrsaiies; although peifectly aware that their chief was at the same 
moment in tlie hands of the conqueror. This, of course, excited 
afresh, and to a more violent degree, the indignation of Teymur, and 
again the rapid progress of the Teymurians to sap the foundations of 
the walls and towers, produced its former terrific impressions upon 
the infatuated wretches within. The brother and son of the Hindu, 
who w'as now in irons through the rashness of their proceedings, 
now both together came out of the tow n; and once more in the most 


abj'ect terms implored the mercy of Tejmur, having lodged the keys 
of the fort in the hands of the iinpenal generals. 

It might have been conceived that the fate of Batneir was now 
finally decided; but the worst wms yet to come. For, when the Ameirs 
Sheikh Niir-ud-dein, and Allahdaud, proceeded into the town, m order 
to collect the contribution xvhich w'as imposed upon the inhahiiants 
as the ransom of their lives, the perfidious Raj^as, or opulent Hindfi 
residents, most probably Raujpouls, raised every obstacle, by cavil 
and otherwise, to the paj’^ment of the stipulated &ums, and evincing in 
every respect a disposition to betray their engagements, the dispute 
atlast terminated in open and actual hostilities Teymur was early 
apprized of this new disturbance, and a mandate was immediately 
issued for the total extermination of its authors. The Teymurians 
now' approached for the ‘last time, and having scaled the parapets of 
the ramparts, by means of ropes and slmg-nooses cast over them, 
were soon masters of tlie whole of the works, iln this extremity the 
infidel Hindds, or Raujpouts, for such from this characteristic trait 
they assuredly were, associated wuth others of the inhabitants,* set 
fire to the tow-n; and having out the throats of their women and 
childien, all together in the frenzy of despair stood ready to combat 
to the ’last with their assailants. They are described as equally form- 
*• De la Croix states that some of these called themselves Mussulmans. 
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idablo in point of numbers, courage, nnd bodily Strength; and a most 
deadly conflict accordiiigly ensued between them and the Tchegha- 
tfiians, in the midst of the comflagration which raged on all sides of 
them. The believers, in unusual frequency, bit the dust, and Sheikh 
KGr-ud-dein himselt was on the point of being sacrificed to the 
vengeance of the exasperated Hindits, bavin? been entirely surround- 
ed by them; when in the very crisis of bis danger he was fortunately 
rescued by the intrepid zeal ot two of the TeymClrian soldiers, one a 
native of Baghdad, and the other of the province of Seiestavin, who at 
the imminent hazard ot their lives cut their way through the deadly 
circle by wdiich he was enclosed 

The ministers of Tejunfii’s vengeance w'ere, however, finally trium- 
phant ; ten thousand ot the unfortunate garrison and inhabitants having 
fallen b)’ the swords of these pious and w'orthy advocates of a religion 
of intolerance and blood. Such of the buildings of the place as had 
hitherto escaped the general conflagration, were now set on fire and 
the whole burnt to the ground, and nothing remained to indicate 
the site of this once populous towm, excepting a few melancholy 
heaps of cinders and ashes. All the effects that liad been rescued 
from the devouring element, were by Teymur’s directions distiibuted 
to the troops , and the two soldiers who had so nobly exerted them- 
selves, in the relief of Nui-ud-dein, w’ere selected objects peculiarly 
w'orthy of imperial favor. 

Oil the third of the former Rebbeia,* or three days after the des- 
truction of Batnei’r according to De la Croix’s work, Teymur directed 
his views to penetrate fuither into the neighboring districts to the 
eastward , and proceeding fourteen kosseiu the time usually allotted 
for the dispatch of a single fdrsang,-|- he came to a station which is 
designated by the appellation of the Kinaur-e-aub e-hawz, or h&ouz, 
— the side of the tank $ On the following day, he broke up from 
thence and conducted his troops to the walls of Sersetty, or Sresvvatty, 

on the river of the same name; the proposed termination, according- 

• 12lh of November 

t A mode of expression intended to indicate extraordinary celerity of march, perhaps 
SIX or seven miles an hour. 

X The Kaggar river is about half vay between Batneir and the Sresvvatty, and may 
perhaps he the water here adverted to. 
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“'® •f0"’00. As the inhabitants of this town were, for the greater 
suffii. part, strangers to the vaunted light of Islaum, and are here contemp- 
tuously stigmatized as eaters of liogs flesh, they bad abandoned the 
place, as soon as it had been ascertained that the Tcliegliathian armies 
were approaching in that direction. They were immediately pursued, 
and partly overtaken, by a detachment of the imperial troops, and 
cut to pieces in considerable numbers, with the loss of one person 
only on the part of the Teyinunans. After a rep'-ose of one day at 
Sersetty, Teymur continued his march the next, taking a northerly 
direction towards Futtehabad, lying, accordingto De h Croix, at the 
distance of eighteen miles from the last station.* This place, on his 
arrival, he also found deserted by the inhabitants; who were howe- 
ver pursued by the Teym^nans with considerable slaughter to the 
fugitives, and no small acquisition of spoil to their pursuers. 

From Futtehabad, Teymur pioceeded next to Ahrouny, a fortified 
town which was consigned to the discretion of a rapacious soldiery, 
the greater part of the inhabitants put to the sword, and theiemainder 
driven into slavery, because, according to our author, there was not 
among the whole a single individual of sufficient weight, good sense 
or prudence, to come forward with an appeal to the clemency of the 
conqueror. The place w^as consumed to ashes. In the mean time, 
for a period of some duration, the neighboring territory had been 
subject to the dominion of the Jatts a numeious and powerful tribe; 
which had long and cruelly infested the roads, in all directions, with 
every species of violence, robbery, and outrage. No sooner was it 
known, however, that the armies ot Teymur had drawn their swords 
on the fertile plains to the eastward of the Indus, than these lero- 
cious plunderers retired into some adjoining forests, rendered diffi- 
cult of access by the wilderness of thorns, f and thorny trees, inter- 
spersed thioughout. To punish and put a stop to the further outrages 
of these unlicensed marauders, a division of the imperial troops was 
immediately employed under Towukkel Hindwi Kerkerrah, and 
* We have already hazarded an opinion that the miles of De la Croix acre kSsse, of 

about one and three quarters, or tivo miles 

t Ney shukkcr indieates the sugar cane; but Neishgur must mean thorny, as the sugJ 

cane is seldom cultvated in thejuuguls. 



Moulnna Xnuc^or-iul-drin Omar; lio accordin^W entered the jun- 
guK. anil li.wing Ininted the li.nulitii from their hiding places and 
cm to pieces ahont two hundred of them, returned without loss, 
and Mith a con^«idera'jle nnnihcr of cajitivcs to rejoin the main body 
of the army. 

Blit as ilie views of Te\ mhr were directed to the entire extirpation 
of the ohnoMons irilic, in order to secure mankind cfiectually against 
any ftiiure violence, on the part of iIicnc depredators, he dispatched 
the heavv hatrgaiie wiih the acciimul.itcd boot}, in charge of Ameir 
Suliman Shah, tow.irds Samaunah, w hile he proceeded in person, 
with the bod\ of the armv, in lurlhcr search of the Jatts, who were 
siill secreted in the surrounding woods and deserts. On the same 
day, that on which he left tlic station of Tohanah, the ninth of tlic 
former Rcbhua* .iccording to Dc la Croix, no le^s than two thousand 
of llicsc proscribed barbarians, for the author is not sparing of ill 
language on the occasion, were drawn into the snare cast round them 
by their destinv , and their propert} women and children became the 
lot of their exterminators. Thus, continues our author, was the 

mischief occasioned bv these faithless banditti, a mischief bv which 

• • 

not even the moriiin" breeze was jiermitted to pass in that direction 
w ithout extreme difliculty, now entirely cut up by the roots. Tn 
the mean time, a community of Sev uds, whose abode w as in the 
neighborhood, embraced the opportunity to claim the protection of 
Te}mur, who conferred upon tliem the most encouraging marks of 
his favor, an officer being immediately appointed to preside over their 
village, and to defend them against the excesses to which they might 
otherwise have been exposed, during the passage of the imperial 
armies. 

On the banks of the Kehker, or Kaggar, river, not far from the 
town of Samaunah, Teymur rejoined his heavy equipments pre- 
Mously dispatched towards that place, under Ameir Suliman Shah; 
and hav ing halted, according to De la Croix, for thespace of four days, 
be proceeded, on raonday the fifteenth of the former Rebbeiajj* to 
the bridge of Koupelah, perhaps Koubleh, apparently either on the 
Sreswatty, or a branch of that river, near, or at the head of which he 
• 18lh of November. t 24th of Nivember. 
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again encamped. At this station he was now joined by Siiltan Mali 
mud Khann, the Ameirzadahs Sultan HAsseyne and Rfistum, and 
by the Ameirs Jahaun Shah, Gheyauth-ud-dein Terkhan, Sheikh 
Arslan, Sounjek Bahauder, and Mfibasher, with the troops of the 
left uing, dispatched as formerly related, to enter Hindiistaun, by 

the northern route; having subjugated many refractory and hostile 

tribes during their march, and enriched themselves by a competent 
accumulation of spoil. The Tclieghatkian monarch then led his armies 
over the phll, or bridge, of Koupelah to thestation of KeytuhJ, situated 
at the distance of five farsangs* and two meil, or about twenty miles 
[south e'asi] from Samaunab. 

The princes of his blood and other distinguished commanders, who 
had been hitherto employed in traversing the invaded teiritory in 
different directions, being now all assembled under the standard of 
their sovereign, the following order of march was prescribed for the 
future movements of the imperial armv. The right wing was direct- 
ed to proceed in a separate column, under the orders of the Mirzas 
Peir Mahommed, and Rfistum, with the Ameirs Shliman Shah, 
Yadgaur Berlas, Sheikh Niir-ud-de/n, and other chiefs whose names 
it would be tedioits to enumerate; (he left wing in another column, 
as before, under the direction of SAltan Mahmhd Khaun, the titular 
sovereign of Transoxiana, accompanied by the Mirzas, orAmeir- 
zhdahs Khaleil Sultan, and Shltan ''Hiisseyne, together with the 
Ameirs Jahaun Shah, Shah Melek, Sheikh Arslan, Mahommed Eykou 
Temur, and Sounjek Bahauder and the centre, consisting of the 
great, the Saur-subbuz, [the green perhaps], and other Tomauns, w 
a third column, conducted by Ameir Allahdaud, and Ally Shltan- 
Tawatchei, perhaps quartermaster, or campmaster general, under the 
immediate orders ofTeymdr. And in this disposition, occupying as 
well as can be understood, either from right to left, or front to rear, a 
space of between four and six farsangs and two meil, or from fourteen 
to three and twenty miles, the whole now advanced towards the 
metropolis of Dehly, which lay at the distance of about ninety-five 
or a hundred miles to the south-east. 

* Ferishtali sajs fivekdsse. — or about 17 miles. 
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On the i\\cut\ -'^ccontl of the month,* the .irmy rci’c'icfl A-^sendv, 
about ‘;o\out(‘cn miU'c. accordini: to Do l.i Croi\, lioin ihe last {irouiid 
nt Ko\tuhl,tlio inhahit >01^5 of this as woll as tliosc of Samaunah and 
otlior phu.t.s in till ir proi;ros^, liaMiiji deserted tlicir abodes, and fled 
to Dehh 1 aMMiii: \sseiidv tlie iio\t da), the imperial standard u as 
at’\ inei'd to the lortn s^. of roghlhkpniir, a sliort inarcli of six iniles.f 
The author here ohserNce, lu pasvin,’. th it the inhabitants of this place 
dcstituteof the kno\. h dee ot those sublime truths u hieh vindic ile the 
insepanic unitN of the supniiie beinir. maintained the nlisnrd doc- 
trine ot the exisUiire ol two tin unties, or etern d principles, to one 
of whom the\ assigned the appell ition ol Ye/tlan, .md to 'the other 
that of .\hrt man [ 'Xrimanes] , the former, according to their interpre- 
tation, beimr the lountain ol lieht, and the source of all that is good 
and e\et llent, and the latter, the print iple of darkness, and of all c\ il 
and mischief, 'i'liey were, in all prolirb’hty, a colony of the des- 
cendants of the ant lent Persians, professing the doctrine of Zera- 
lusht, Zerdiisht, or Zoro.ister , of which indeed the author, as a 
Persian scholar, could not hn\c been ignorant, .as they are still siifB- 
clentl^ numerous anti respcrtahlc, on the western sule of the Penin- 
sula ol India. In this pl.icc thc\ arc, however, distinguished by the 
appellation of .Sufonn, and like the inh.ibilants of most other places 
ill Ills route hatl abaiitloncd their dwellings at the approach of Tey mur. 
The town was, therefore, wholly burnt to the ground, and not a ves- 
tige left to intlicale the spot whereon it :,tood. 

Leaving the rums of ToglilukpourJ, Teymur proceeded tw'elve 
kosse, to Pauniput, where he appears to have arrived on the twenty- 
fourth of the month. Like the rest, this place had also been aban- 
doned by the inhabitants, but a granary of one hundred and sixty 
thousand mauns§ of wheat, discovered in the fort, furnished a veryi^ 
seasonable and acceptable supply to the army. Thus prosecuting his 
march, and halting occasionally according to circumstances, Teymilr, 

* 1st ofDccctnbcr. t Dc la Croix , the miles were probablj kbsse. 

j Tins was probablj ilic same w tli what i-. now cnlleil in the maps Sufendou, about 
the distance of 20 miles to the westward of Pauniput. 

§ The maun is an nidcfimte admeasurement, from one to twenty-eight, and cTen 
fortj pounds 
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A D 13^0 twenty.seventh of the former Rebbeia* directed the Ameirs 

~k ouzuUvi country up to the walls of Jahaun-ne. 

suffa. mai; a magnificent palace erected by the late Sbltan Fevrouz Shah, 
on an eminence on the right bank of the Joun, or Jumna, about two 
farsangs or seven miles above the city of Dehl3% This order was 
carried into execution with the customary promptitude and dispatch, 
and the n hole country from the village of Kaun-e-guzein to the 
palace in question, was accordingly overrun by the imperial cavalrv; 
the inhabitants of the intervening plains being either put to the 
sword or driven into captivity, and their property pillaged or des- 
troyed. 

The executioners of his vengeance having again rejoined him,Tey- 
mhr, on raonday the 29th of the former Rebbeia,"}" proceeded across 
the river Jumna, directing his march to the fortified town of Louny, 
situated to the left of that river, J and between it and the Meilen, or 
Heilen ; a canal cut by Sultan Feyrouz Shah, for the name of this prince 
seems connected with every thing devised to improve and embellish bis 
country, in order to unite the same river with the Kaleiny. The 
countiyin this neighborhood affbrdingthe most excellent forage, Tey- 
mur encamped the same day in sight of Louny, nbich had been pre- 
viously invested by the Ameirs Jabaun Shah, Shah Melek, and AI- 
lahdaud ; and as the Koutwal, or-governor of the town, continued to 
make an obstinate resistance, beset his troops to uoik, m order to gaw 
the defences by sap, and in the course of a very few hours they were 
masters of the place. TheMahommedan inhabitants, whose lives had 
been previously secured through the intercession of a respectable 
Sheikh their fellow citizen, were then set apart from the infidels; the 
whole of whom were iminediately put to the snord. The town was 
afterwards pillaged and burnt, and the walls laid in rums. 

On the first day of the latter Rebbeia § Te\mur took horse to re- 
connoitre the passages of the Jumna, opposite to the palace of Ja- 
hauii-nemS ; and the same day, on his return to camp, he dispatch- 
ed Ameir Jdliaun Shah with other distinguished commanders to 
sweep the countr\[j on all sides of Lehly, and to si^cure a suppi} of 

' - • 6lh of December. + 8tb of Deceaibe’’ 

I Abont ten miles aho^e the citv of Dehly. § lOtb of December. 

jl Ferishtab says, “tie countiy south ofDebl^ " 
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gram for the army, in the event that he might be compelled to lay 
regular siege to the great Indian metropolis. The following day, 
desirous of visiting the palace of Jahaun-nem&, Teyuiflr crossed the 
Jumna to the western side, accompanied by seven hundred of the 
flower of his cavalry; and having accordingly gratiBed his curiosity 
to a sufficient degree, in admiring the various beauties of this mag- 
nificent structure, his attention was directed towards the adjoining 
plain, in order to determine how far it presented situations for giving 
battle, with advantage, to the enemy. Wlule these circumstances 
engaged his consideration, Ally Silltan Tawatchei, and Jeneid 
Bilreldfii, who had been sent to scour the vicinity round, brought m 
each a prisoner, one of whom, Mahommed Sellef a respectable Ameir 
of the court of Dehly, the monarch caused to be immediately put 
to death, having replied unsatisfactorily to the questions put to bira 
with regard lo thestate of affairs in the city. \ few minutes afterwards, 
a body of the enemy composed of four thousand cuirassiers, or cav- 
alry clad in mail, with five thousand foot, and seven and twenty ele- 
phants, under the command of Mullou Khaun, or Mellou Ekbal 
Kliaun as he is entituled in Ferishtah, the prime rninister of the em- 
pire, issued from the groves which encompass the city at that distance, 
and drew near to the spot on which Teymi^r >vas engaged in making 
his observations. Without a moment's delay TeymOr recrossed the 
river, leaving Seyud Khaujah and Mfibasher Bahauder, to make head 
against the advanced parties of the enemy,, before whom they retired 
gradually to the river side, where they took their final stand a-, 
gainst their adversaries. 

In the mean time, as soon as he had regained his camp in the 
neighborhood of Louny, the Ameirs Souijjek and Allahdaud were 
dispatched by Teymhr, with a competent force, to the assistance of 
Seyud Khaujah and his gallant ^associates. With the rapidity of 
lightning these commanders passed the Jumna, to the support of 
their companions in arms, whom they soon and eff.-ctually relieved 
fiom the pressure of the enemv; the latter, on receiving some striking 
lessons of the superior address of the Teymflnans, and in particular of 
the unerring skill of-their aichers, early withdrawing from the conflict, 
although not without sustaining a considerable loss. On this 
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S) ’^‘•'•cnmstance of one of tljeir elephants being disabled 

enemy, js described to have produced an 
sutlu. Hiipoi tant impression among the Tcheghataians , those among them 
m any degiee accustomed to penetrate beyond the present, hailing the 
incident as a happy presage of future more substantial successes. 

Quiltingthc hank of the Jumna, opposite to the palace of Jahaun- 
nemdi, Teymdr, on friday the third of the latter Rebbeia,"''* removed 
h/s camp to the eastward of Louny; where he was joined shorily 
afterwards, if not in the course of tlie same day, by the Sbahzadahs 
who had been employed to make a sweep of the country. It was 
during the shoit period of suspended activity which now took place, 
that a genera! massacre of the piisoners was resolved on, a measure 
the odium of which the author has endeavoured to shift from the 
memory of the Tcheghataian conqueror, to his ministers. For, at a 
general council, composed of all tlie princes of his blood, end bis pnn^ 
cipal generals, alter TeymAr had expatiated with some formality, and 
considerable eloquence, on the precautions observed by the monarchs 
of former ages, in conducting the complicated operations of war, whe- 
ther 111 disposing of their armies for the immediate conflict of the field 
of battle, onn providing for their safe reti eat, when committed to situ- 
ations of unforeseen difficulty and danger, and m shorty on all the 
maxims and occurrences of that destiuctive science, of which he 
was, without dispute, the most consummate master of his time, the 
Shahzadabs and othei members of the council, ventured to represent, 
that from the passage of the Indus to their arrival on the spot on 
which they were now assembled, the accumulation of prisoners of 
all descriptions of idolaters, Magians as well as Hindus, was so 
great as at this moment to exceed one hundred thousand, vvithin the 
precincts of the imperial encampment — that, from a predilection 
by no means unnatural, in the event of a general battle with the 
ctroops of Dehly, it was to be apprehended that these rneu would avail 
'tiiemselves of the opportunity to go over to the enemy and that the 
indiscreet and undisguised satisfaction indicated in their behavior 
during the -recent movement of the force under Mullou Khaun, 
afforded the strongest grounds for such an inference.- But however 

• 12th of December. 
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oncinatinc:, tlic^c built on the maxims of a baibarous and 

‘^antruin.irN i)olic\. cro sunicienl with Teymilr to justif)' the horrible 
m.iiidaU’ which be imimMliatoly issued, that these unarmed and 
detciicelcc'' capii\ c*; should bo put to the sword, denouncing, at the 
same time, the iiiiuishmeiit of death to any that might evince the 
slightest disposition to dela\ the cx-eciition of the sanguinary decree. 
The scene ofbuichcry accordingly commenced, with frightful activity , 
and such is di'scnbed to ha\ e been (he zeal with winch the detestable 
mandate was carried nito execution, that no less than fifteen innocent 
anti defciictless victims w ere contributed, to the list of the massacred, 
by Moulaiia Naiisser ud-dein Omar, a man to this period so little 
habituated to bloodslied, as iicter to have drawn Ins knife to the 
slaughter of a sheep In short, it is acknowledged that, at the most 
moderate computation, not less than one hundred thousand of the na- 
mes of India perished by the hands of their persecutors, on tins cruel 
occasion, and when the atrocious bulcherv had reached its consum- 
mation, an order was circulated, that c^ery tenth soldier in the army 
should remain with the 'em ampiiieiit, as a guard over the w-omen 
and cliildrcn ot the claughti ri'd, and as a security for the accumu- 
lated booiN of every description. 

On the day which was rendered thus memorable, by the massacre 
of so many defenceless human bLiiigs, Teymdr resumed Ins position 
on the left bank of the .lumna , nothing being now left to divert 
his attention from the prosecution of his grand design, the final 
subiugation ot the metropolis of Hindiistaun In these circum- 
slaiices his astrologers, appalled peihaps by the horrible and bloody 
scene w Inch had just passed before their ej es, having held a previous 
consultation among themselves, on the course of events indicated 
by the present position of the heavenly bodies, ventured to intimate 
to their sovereign 'what had been the result of their observations, 
and to urge the expediency of a short delay in Ins operations, until 
the aspect of the stars should exhibit something more favorable to the 
issue. To these, how'ever, Teymflr paid but little attention, the ex- 
perience of a long and eventful life having possibly convinced him of 
the lallacy of such speculations, and how little the course of human, 
affairs IS governed by the influence of trines and sextiles, or thetnan-, 
gular and hexagonal positions of the stars 
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But as he conceived it, at the same time, necessary to employ some 
expedient, in order to produce in the minds of his soldiers an antici- 
pation favorable to h^s undertakings, he proceeded, the follow nig dav, 
alter the performance of morning prayer, and the' recital of the usual 
portion of the sacred volhme, to consult the Kor^n, in t he expectation 
of opening hpon'^ some'' passage that might apply to the enterprize, in 
which he was about to' engage, against the city of Dehly ; and the 
result was, it seems, flattering to his most sanguine hopes. Not 
yet satisfied,’ the sacred volume was again unfolded, with reference 
to his design as it affected Mullou Khaun m particular; on uhose 
courage and talents the troops of the Indian monarchy appear to have 
reposed their firmest reliance: and the attention of Tej mur was imme- 
diately attracted by the following passage, in the chapter of the Bee' 
“God propounded as a parable a possessed, [or purchased] slaic, 
“ and him on whom we have bestowed a good provision from us, and 
“ who giveth alms thereout both secretly and openly: shall these two 
“be esteemed equal Elated by the perusal of these lines, of 
which the application was so obvious, Teymfir broke up without 
further delay, from the left of the Jumna, and proceeded across that 
river, to the opposite or western side; where, on the plains of Fe}'r- 
ouzabad, the imperial army now finally encamped.f In addition to 
the ordinary precautionsof a ditch and breastworks, the latter com- 
posed of the branches of trees and hurdles, [iascines and gabions], 
Teymur placed a multitude of buffalos, well bound neck and heeb, 
in front of the ditch,' [within the ditch according to Ferishtah,] m 
order the more effectually to prevent surprise, and to embarras the 
approach of the enethy J 

On the morning of Tuesday the seventh of the latter llehbcia § 
Teymur proceeded to draw out his troops in order of battle, the 
command of his right wing being entrusted to his grandson l*eir 
Mahomraed the son of Jahangueir, aided by the Ameirs Yadu'mir 
Berlas, and Shhman Shah, with Komaury, and Temiir Kh.iujnh, or 

' Vide Sale’s Koran Vol II Chap 10 P.ge83. t I4ili Dcctiahrr. 

1 In Ins instifutcs Te\niUr asserts that he had recourse to thc,i pn cnuiioni, in on -r 
to impress thecncni} \uth the persuasion that he ivas conscious of Ins »'cj nin* 

§ ICtli of December. 
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Kliojah, the son of Aukbouga, an,^ other distinguished chi,eftains. 
The left wing was placed under the diiectipn of the Mirzas Stiltan 
Hhsseyne, the son of one of Teymilr’s daughters by the grandson 
of his early friend Ameir Moussa, and, Khal^eil SAltan the spn of 
Meiran Shah, at this period not more than fifteen years of age, 
assisted by the Ameirs Jahaun Shah and Sheikh Arslan, and other 
commanders whose names it would be unnecessary to recapitulate. 
The vanguard, of the centre possibly, was consigned to the discretion 
of Mirza Rustum* the son of Omar Sheikh, accompanied by the 
Ameirs Sheikh Nhr-ud-dein, Shah Melek, and Allahdaud, and, as 
the animating principle of the whole machine, Tej'mfir displayed 
the imperial standard at the head of the centre, of which he assumed 
the command in peison. In this disposition, he advanced to the 
ground on which he had previously determined to give battle to 
the enemy. Shltan Mahmud, on the other hand, accompanied by 
the minister Mullou Khaun, also displayed his standard at ^he head 
of the centre of his army, of which the left wing was placed under 
the orders of Toghki Khaun, and Ameir Ally Mfieyud, and the 
right under those of INIelek Mueyne-ud-dein, Melek Hauny, apd 
other distinguished Indian commanders. But the whole force of the 
army destined, on this occasion, to combat in defence of the throne 
of Dehly, does not appear to have exceeded twelve thousand horse 
and forty thousand foot, well armed and equipped for battle. Their 
principal dependence is, at the same time, said to have rested on 
a formidable line of armed elephants, one hundred and twenty in 
number, each with a wooden turret on its back, filled with archers 
and slingers,']' parties of cross-bowmen and rocket boys being, more- 
over, stationed in the intervals of the line of elephants: and in this 
array, with minds prepared for conquest or for death, they approached 
to meet their enemies. 

Although the Tcheghatfuan troops had at former periods been 
engaged in many a fearful conflict — had dissipated the ranks of majiy 
a puissant army — the enormous bulk of the elephants, so formidably 
arrayed and caparisoned for offence, was, however, a spectacle to 

* Accordiug to De la CroiVs translation, this prince commanded the rear guard. 

t Tcherkh-andauz. 
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which they had not yet been sufficiently familiarized. They had 
heard it, moreover, described that the bodies of these tremendous 
animals were proof against every weapon, and their strength so pro- 
digious that they tore down the largest trees by the middle with their 
trunks, and detruded the most massy buildings by the mere pressure of 
their sides. It is accordingly acknowledged that the various reports, 
which they heard circulating in every quarter on the subject, had 
produced a considerable sensation of alarm upon their minds; so 
much, indeed, that when Te^mdr assigned to the different Ameirsof 
his court their respective stations, and, with his usual solicitude for 
the accommodation and security of persons of their class, demanded 
of IChaujah Afzel of Kesh, and Moulana Abdclj^bbaur the son of 
Niamman-ud-dein the Kharezmian, and the other men of letters 
who attended him during the expedition, where they wished to be 
disposed of, they unanimously requested to be conveyed to the same 
place with the women. Considering therefore the apprehensions 
which appeared to have seized upon all descriptions of his followers, 
the monarch, in order as far as possible to restore their confidence, 
gave orders afresh that a breastwork of hurdles, strengthened by a 
ditch, should be immediately thrown up along the whole front of Ins 
line of battle; a number of buffalos being picketed as before, without 
the ditch, further to embarras the attempts of the enemy. The foot 
soldiers were, moreover, furnished with large iron prongs, a sort of 
crow's feet possibly, which they were to cast before the elephants, 
when they approached to the attack. 

But, an eternal providence watching over the destiny of Teymur 
throughout every stage of his eventful life, all these precautions 
proved entirely superfluous, and might have been omitted u itb perivrt 
safety to the design. In the mean time, while the distance between 
the adverse lines w'as gradually and rapidly diminishing, the Fcfie 
ghataian monarch, who had taken his station on a rising ground near 
the centre ot his armies, suddenly dismounted from his charg»r,an( 
twice, humbly prostrate on the earth, hi'souglit tfic ^Minieht,' di p > 
of events, to aid him in the subjugation ot his < n» nii- s , a i , 
his supplications originated, it serms, in cnoiives of //»t ] ( 

purity, appearances, almost instantaiicousK, indicated i lat 
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were favorably attended to. For, it is considered a circumstance ex- 
tremel} <5ingular to relate, if not totally extraneous to the ordinary 
course of cM'nts, that, while their sovereign was thus devoutly 
engaged in addressing his creator, it occurred to the Ameirs Sheikh 
Nur-ud-dein, Shah Melek, and Allahdaud, who were attached to 
the advanced guard, to accept as an omen auspicious to his cause 
that any troops should be detached from the centre to the support of 
the right wing. It so fell out, that Teymdr was no sooner at leisure 
from the performance of his de\otions, than he dispatched AH}’’ 
Sdllan Tawaichei, with Altun Hukhshy, and Moussa Kummaul 
[possibly Ilckmaul] exactly as then hopes anticipated, to reinforce 
his right, while another division of troops proceeded at the same mo- 
ment to the assistance of the vanguard; and this being immediately'’ 
obser\cd by' the three respectable commanders just mentioned, was 
joyfully’ hailed as the undoubted presage of success, and, with a cou- 
rage thus animated to the conflict, they manfully prepared to receive 
the enemy'. 

But, in order to explain the matter more in detail, the author pro- 
ceeds to relate that the Ameirs Sounjek Bahauder, Seyud Khaujah, 
Allahdaud, Nussret Komaury', Skeine Temiir, Mahommed Derweish, 
and other chiefs w’ho led the Kerawul, or light troops, of the advanc- 
ed guaid, observing that the enemy w’ere advancing from all sides to 
attack the right w'ing of the imperial army', immediately threw them- 
selves into ambuscade, so that the advanced parties of the assailants 
passed through without discovering the snare. They had, however, 
no sooner cleared the ambuscade than they w'ere furiously assailed 
in the rear by' the troops in ambush , by whom, at the very first onset, 
five hundred of them were laid in the dust. Soon afterwards, Peir 
Mahommed led the Kumbul, or vanguard of the right w'lng, into ac- 
tion, directing his attention tow'ards one ot the elephants which he 
singled out, and sword in hand immediately attacked; the mam body 
of the same wing bearing simultaneously and w’lth united force 
against the adverse w’lng of the enemy, which was, as has already been 
mentioned, under the direction of T6ghai Khaun — another of their 
chiefs, on whose courage and skill, the Hindfistaunies appear to have 
reposed the utmost reliance. The whole of this wing, nevertheless. 
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A H 601 now ^ave way in consternation' before the Teymiiriaus, who pursued 

'Hipetuosity until they had driven the enemy beyond the 
suffa. Haouz-e khauss, or royal tank — a noble reservoir the work of Sdltan 
Feyrouz Shah, more than a bow shot across, on the south-west side 
of Dehly, calculated, when adequately replenished by the perio- 
dical rams, to furnish an ample supply of water to the whole of the 
city for the twelve months round. The tomb, or mausoleum, of that 
beneficent and illustrious monarch stood by the side of this magnifi- 
cent reservoir. 

To the left likewise, Mirza Sfiltan Hfisseyne, at the head ofthe ad- 
vanced guard of that wing of the army, and aided by the Araeirs Jahaun 
Shah, and Gheyauth-ud-dein Terkhan, was equally successful against 
the right of the enemy; which was also thrown into disorder, and 
pursued to the very gates of the town. In the mean time, the centre 
of the army of Dehly, preceiled by the line of elephants, made 
Its grand attack upon the advanced guard of Teymfir’s centre, under 
Mirza Rfistum, and the Ameirs Shah Melek, and Sheikh N^r-ud dein; 
who opposed, however, so determined and destructive a resistance, as at 
once to change the hopes of the enemy into the blackest despair. 
They were, almost at the same moment, assailed with irresistible fury 
by Dowlut Temur Tawatchei, and Mfingaly Khaujah, and other 
commanders of Tomauns, and KoushCms, who, bearing the invincible 
fortune of their mastei at the points of their lances, pushed without 
dismay to the line of elephants, whose riders they brought alternately 
headlong to the earth; the trunks of these enormous and useful ani- 
mals being struck off in frequent instances by the scimitars ofthe 
Tcheghat^ian warriors. The Indian commanders exhibited, never- 
theless, to the extent of their ability, a courage and perseverance, m 
many respects, worthy of a better fate ; neither did they relax m 
their exertions until convinced, by surrounding objects,of the disgrace 
and defeat about to overwhelm them. They then gave up the con 
test, and fled on all sides in dismay and despaii, and the whole plain 

was soon covered with the dead and dying. 

Sultan Mahmhd and Mullou Khaun his minister, having retreate 
w'ith the utmost precipitation into the city, Teyraiir procee e 
person in full career to the very gates, and having taken a care u 
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sur\oy of tlie walls and towers, drew oflT, for the present, to the tank 
of Fe\ r(niz Shah, l)v the «;idc of which he caused his pavilion to be 
ininu'diately erected. Here he received from the ShahzJldalis and 
his principal generals iheir heart felt congratulations on the triumph- 
ant issue of the conflict, every instance of distinguished valour 
exhibited, in the couisc of the day, bv the soldiers of the imperial 
army uf all classes and descriptions, being now' reported in detail, for 
the appnibation of their sovereign. The name of Klialeil Sflltan is 
recorded in pai ticular, as lia\ iiig attracted unnersal applause by an 
example of undaunted spirit, little expected in a youth of his years. 
In the heat of the conflict lie had captured one of the largest elephants, 
which he led in triumph immediately to the presence of his grand- 
father. In short, e\ory circumstance of this memorable day most 
justly contributed to aw aken atresli, in the bosom of I'eymur, the most 
lively sensations of gratitude towards that inscrutable and all-tioun- 
tifiil being who, from among so many millions of his creatures, bad 
selected himsclt alone to bless w ith so illustrious a progeny, and w'lth 
a train of followers to aid in his designs, so numerous and, puissant; 
with treasures so prodigiously accumulated, and with an extent of 
dominions at the same time so rich, flourishing, and populous. All 
this he did not fail on the occasion to acknow’ledge with. all the 
fervor and devotion, w'liich it w'as in so eminent a degree calculated 
to excite. 

Having, as w'e have just seen, fled from the fury of the Tehega- 
tiian armies into the city ot Dehly, Sultan Mahmfid and his vezzeir, 
with hearts resigned to grief despair and blood, thought for a moment 
to interpose the W'alls ot the devoted metropolis betw'een them and 
the fearful mischiefs which w'ere accumulating around ; beginning 
to repent, w'hen repentance was no longer availing, of their manifold 
misdeeds, or, more justly speaking, to meditate w ith painful regret on 
the total failure of all their plans to oppose the progiess ot their cruel 
invaders. Conceiving, liow’ever, on further reflection, that there re- 
mained for them no means of safely but in early, and immediate 
flight from the scene of danger, they determined on leaving the city 
without a moment’s delay ; and accordingly, during the obscurity of 
the same night, took their departure, each by a different gate, SCiI-. 
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A d’ iSb Mahmijd directing his course for GAjerkt, and the minister pro- 
‘ ionzut-us’ towards Beren. Intelligence of their departure being, 

anfla. however, early conveyed to Teymiir, several Ameirs were immediate- 
ly dispatched in pursuit. These returned shortly afterwards with a 
considerable booty, together with the two sons of Mullou Khaun, 
Seyf-ud-dein, and Khodaud,** whom they had taken prisoners; al- 
though both the Stlltan and his minister succeeded in effecting their 
escape, beyond the reach of all pursuit. In the mean time, before the 
night was yet at an^ end, the Teymdrian generals were ordered to 
secure all the gates ; with instructions that no more of the garrison 
and inhabitants should be permitted to leave the town. 

On Wednesday the eighth of the month,f early in the forenoon, Tey- 
mdr repaired in mighty pomp to the Eidgauh, or place of sacrifice, 
in front of the Durvvauzah-e-meydaun ; one of the gates of that di- 
vision of the city called the Jahaunpunnah, and over against which, 
according to De la Croix, lay the Hhouz-e-khauss, or royal tank of 
Peyrouz Shah, already described. Here the Seyuds and Kaiizies, 

'■ men of letters and the law, and the devout and abstinent of every 
class and denomination, hastened to make their submission to the 
conqueror, by whom they were very graciously received. The 
Nkeib also, or Locumtenens, of Mullou Khaun, who appears to have 
been a native of B^ilkh of the name of Fuzzul-ullah, together with the 
civil officers of the government, and of the revenue, ventured to ap- 
proach the imperial presence, and experienced a reception no less 
favorable. In the mean time, the ministers of religion and Seyuds 
successfully pleaded with the Shahz^dahs and principal generals, for 
their, intermediation with the Tcheghatdian monarch, in behalt of the 
terrified inhabitants of Hehly; and a promise was secured that they 
should be inyiolably protected in their lives and property — a promise 
with which they returned highly lejoiced to the city. 

The imperial standard was now displayed over the principal gate 
of the town, and the martial music struck up to announce to the 
world the consummation of this important conquest; the precise date 
ofwhich IS to befound in certain words ofeitber of three distichscompos- 
* According to Fenshtah these were the sons of Shltaa Mahmiid himself. 

t 17th ofpecemher. 
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cd on the occasion ; but zyuttah Shah — in the conquest of the Shah, 
that IS to say of Mahmiid Shall, the leading words of the first line of 
one of the distichs, w ill give, without further investigation, the num- 
ber 801 , being the year of the hidjerah in which it was achieved. The 
capturedclcphants,togetherwith twelverhinPcerosesfound in theroyal 
menagerie, were next brought before Teymur, the former being taught 
to place their foreheads to the earth, and to raise a fearful cry, as 
if imploring the mercy of the conqueror. Ol one hundred and 
twenty of these noble animals, which, in all, fell into the hands of the 
Tcheghathian troops on this memorable occasion, two were conveyed 
to Meiran Shah at Tebreiz, five to the court of Shah Rokh at Her&t, 
one to Ameir Ibrauhim at Shirvaun, and one to Ameir Taherten at 
Arzenjaun. The remainder were cither conducted, at a subsequent 
period, to Samarkand, or distributed on the spot among the Shahza- 
dahs, and principal Am*'irs of the imperial court and army. And 
finally, on friday the tenth of the latter Rebbeia,^ Moulana Nausser- 
ud-deui Omar, accompanied by a numerous tram of the ministers of 
religion, and of the principal lords of the court, proceeded, by com- 
mand of the conqueror, to pronounce from the pulpit of the cathedral 
mosque ot Dehly, the names and titles of the august and invincible 
Teym(ir,associated with those of his grandson Peir Mahommed Sbltan 
the son of Jahangueir, on this occasion, at least, his acknowledged 
successor to the throne of Asia 

Thus far, all circumstances considered, matters appear to have 
proceeded in a tram not altogether unfavorable to the poor inhabi- 
tants of Dehl\ ; although the Puttektcheis and inferior officers of the 
imperial exchequer, who had entered the city for the purpose of 
collecting the ransom stipulated for their redemption, from pillage 
and massacre, had already commenced their operations with inflexible 
rigor and severity. In the mean time, not to omit the opportunity 
of indulging in the social enjoyments of wine and music, Teymdr 
enieied on a magnificent course of festivities, for the entertainment 
of the princes of Ins blood, and the generals of his armies, the whole 
being admitted, at the same time, to a most bountiful participation in 
thatliberahty, with which their sovereign so well understood how to j 
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A. H 801. chensh and reward the exertions of distinguished merit, in whatever 
shape displayed. But, while the conqueror was thus employed ,n 
sufia. softening the rugged brow of war, amidst the smiles and blandish- 
menls of female beauty, and the fascinations of the festive scenes 
before him, a body of his soldiers had collected together, on thursday 
the sixteenth of the month,* atone of the gates of the city, where 
they proceeded to insult, and otherwise molest, the unarmed and de- 
fenceless inhabitants. Some of their Ameirs were immediately dis- 
patched to restrain them from the exercise of these acts of audacious 
and undisciplined violence ; but the destruction of Dehly, and its 
vicinil}^ having been predetermined in the inscrutable plans of an 
eternal and overruling providence, the exertion proved unavailing, 
the consummation could it seems be no longer averted; and the 
circumstances which accelerated the catastrophe, appear to be des- 
cribed with sufficient fidelity in the following detail. 

The Princess Tchelpan Aga, with other ladies of Teymiir’s court, 
had rode into the city in order to visit the palace of Hazaur settoun, 
or a thousand pillars , said to have been erected by Melek Jounah, 
in the short space of four months. f A multitude of individuals 
also entered the town at the same time, for the purpose of purchasing 
sugar and gram and other necessary supplies for the army, while 
numerous bands of soldiers poured in pursuit of the unhappy fugi- 
tives, who had there sought, from the western provinces, an asylum 
against the enormities of their invaders. In these circumstances, per- 
ceiving the disorderly disposition of the promiscuous throng which 
every moment increased, and alaimed beyond measure at the barba- 
rous and unintelligible jargon of the Moghills, the inhabitants of the 
whole of the three divisions, of Srei, Jahaunpunnah, and old Debly, 
which compnzed the aggregate of the metropolis, all at once flew to 
arms, and in the frenzy of despair proceeded to assail their insolent 
oppressors. To add to tlie horrors of the scene, great numbers of the 
idolatrous Hindtls hastened to set fire to their habitations and efibcts, 

* 25th of December, 

+ According to Fensbtab, this palace was erected about A. D. 1303, by Siillan Alla- 
ud-dein-Khiljv, m Gueltcliy, ubo reigned at Dehly, wth great renonn, fr^m A. D. 1290 
to 1316. Bleleb Fakher-ud-dein. Jouna was, however, the former title of fllahomme 
Toghitik Shah, a succeeding monarch of Dchly. 
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and, with their women and children, cast themselves into the devour- 
ing flames. The 'reymiinaii generals on the spot, notwithstanding 
these outrages and ill-timed hostilities on the part of the inlmbitants, 
proceeded without delay to shut the gates, in order to prevent the 
fur' her access of the troops from without, and, as far as possible, to 
check the progr(>ss of the misthief. This w'as, how-ever, unavailing. 
Filiecn thousand of the Tcheghataian soldiery, either more or less, 
were already wiihiii the town ; which, from thursday evening to the 
ensuing morning, exhibited accordingly the most frightful scenes of 
plunder and co iflagration. 

On the following day, the seventeenth of the month, as soon as 
the morning dawned on the devoted city, the w’hole of the TeymA- 
nanannv, from w ithout, breaking through all restraint, rushed towards 
the walls, and entered the town , where the measure of calamity was 
now’ earned to its utmost extent ; every street and quarter of the tw’o 
divisions of the Srei and Jahaunpunnah being, for the greater part, 
immediately rifled by the rapacious sojdiers. On Saturday, the 
eighteenth,* nothing was omitted to complete the work of spoliation 
and violence, all that escaped the sword ot the spoiler, being driven 
into slavery, the meanest soldier in the army having tw'enty slaves m 
his possession, others found themselves masters of fifty and sixty, 
and not a few led out of the town to the number ot one hundred each, 
including women and children. Of the boot}’ — in jew’els, and par- 
ticularly in diamonds and rubies, in pieces of the most rare and beau- 
tiful manufacture, in valuable efiects, and the richest furniture of every 
description, in utensils of gold and silver, in chrystal vases and in 
specie, It w’ould be scarcely possible, it is affirmed, to estimate a 
thousandth part of the almost incalculable aggregate. The noble 
and elegant females, and the w’omen indeed of every class, now con- 
demned to a bondage w’orse than death, having their legs and arms, 
and other parts of their persons, in a manner, loaded with gold and 
silver ornaraents,.such w’as the abundance of the precious metals and 
other more costly articles, that the most valuable aromatic drugs and 
ointments, w’hich is not, however, extremely singular, were contemp- 
tuously cast aside, as little w orth the attention of the rapacious spoiler. 

27tli of Detembcr 
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A ^ remnant of the mfidel, or native, Hmdiis, 

■¥ou.nt-us. gradually retired, and taken post in considerable force, in the 
6ufla. ^reat mosque of old Dehly; where they prepared to defend themselves, 
with desperate resolution, against the imperial troops. The Ameirs 
Shah Melek, and Ally Sultan Tawatchei, with five hundred foN 
lowers, armed from head to foot, proceeded therefore on the nine- 
teenth of the month, by Tej^mur’s directions, to quell this last effort 

of ill concerted resistance; or rather -this virtuous, but unavailino' 

* •» ^ 

recoil of oppressed humanity, against barbarous violence. As wight 

have been expected, the post was forced; and the unhappy Hindiis, 

who sought to defend it, were all put to the sword. The imperial 

troops then extended the honors of pillage and blood, through every 

corner of old Dehly; and the desolation of the Indian metropolis 

was thus complete. Such as escaped the cainage were driven to 

share, with their fellow citizens, the misery and degradation of 

captivity. The most skilful workmen, mechanics, and artificers, were 

for the most part distributed among the princes of the blood, and the 

ladies of the imperial family who accompanied the expedition ; others 

TV'ere sent to the younger branches, and the royal dames, who had 

been left at Samarkand. But, as Teymur had it in contemplation, 

immediately on his re 'irn, to eiect at that metropolis a cathedral 

mosque, or Jumma-mesjeid, of hewn stone, similar to that which 

stood in the city of Dehly, particular orders were issued, that all the 

artificers who wrought in stone or marble should be exclusively 

reserved for his own service. 

Of the three towns composing the celebrated city, of which the 
spoliation is thus recorded, we are indebted to the author for the 
following imperfect outline. The town of brei, situated to the East 
inclining to North, which appears to have stood on the same ground 
with the ancient city of Indrapet, and of the still more ancient one of 
Hustnapour'ot the Mahabauret, was encircled by an oval wall, and 
that of old Dehly, lying in the opposite direction of west inclinin, 
to the south, was enclosed by a similar wall, or rampart, but of 
much greater compass. Between these two towns, and connecting 
them together, were two long w^alls, giving protection to the Jahaun 
punnah; a kind of intermediary suburb, although far more ex 
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than either of the two former divi'^ions of the citv. The three towns, 
altogether, communieatod with the countrv and ith each other, by 
thirt\ gate*;, nanicl\ , three leading from Srei to Jnhaiinpunnah, and 
four from the ‘;ame to the countr}' outwards; thirteen from Jahaun- 
punuah,si\ to the northw cst, and seven to the southe.ist, and pos&ibly 
along the dumma, and the remaining ten gates, must be assigned to 
the diMsion ot old Dchly, comiminicatiiig on dilTerent sides with the 
countr\ round. 

IlaMng continued for the period of fifteen days in the environs of 
Dchlv, TcMiiur prepared to follow’ the impulse ol zeal and ambition, 
to other parts of the Indian territory Hut, previous to his final depar- 
ture from the capital, he coin eiied an asscmblv of the Kauzies, Se} uds, 
and other distinguished individuals of the Mahommedan persuasion, 
in the great mosque of the .lahaunpunnah, w'here it was announced 
to them, that an ofiicer of the imperial household w’as appointed, to 
]ireside over and protect them agunst the excesses and irregulaiities, 
which might unavoidably occur during the passage and movements 
of the diffirent divisions of the Tchcghat.^Ian armies. After which, 
at tchauslitgah, or breakfast lime about ten in the forenoon, of 
Wednesday the twenty second of the latter Rebbein, of the eight 
hundred and first of the liidjerah,^ the conqueror quitted his ground 
in front of the walls of the .lahaunpunnah, and proceeded, with the 
mam body of the army, to Feyrouzabad on the Jumma, about three 
kosse, or six miles, below the citv of Dehly. Some hours were 
devoted to explore the beauties of this place, and to offer up to the 
divine majesty the sincere and humble tribute of grateful praise, in 
the noble mosque of polished marble, erected, on the bank of the 
same river, by that able and enlightened monarch Sfiltan Feyrouz 
Shah. 

At the gate of Feyrouzabad, as he was quitting the town, Tej^mur 
was accosted by Sej ud Shum»-ud-dein of Teimed, and ^lla-ud-dein, 
the Naeib, or agent, of Sheikh Gougury who had been recently 
dispatched on a mission to Bahauder Nehaur, the chief ot Koteilah; 
with assuiances of the zeal and submission of the lattei ruler, and of his 
design to confirm these assurances in person, on the ensuing friday. 
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^ H. 001 . When he reached the ground of encampment on the neighboring 
P*^^"’®ojne personages presented to him, on the part of the same Ba^- 
snffa. hauderNehaur, two while parrots; which had been transferred from one 
Indian sovereign to another, from the time of Sultan Toghliik Shah, 
who reigned at Delily from the month of august A. D 1321 to that 
of febniary 132<5, and which roust, therefore, have surpassed the age 
of seventy-four years at this period. They were accordingly received 
by Teymdr as curiosities roost singularly rare. Leaving the neigh- 
borhood of Feyrouzabad, Teymur appears to have now recrossed 
the Jumna, into the Doaub, or Peninsula, between that river and the 
Ganges, some distance below that place , and after an easy march 
heproceeded toencampat the town or station of Ketah,at present little 
known : where the abovementioned Bahauder Nehaur, accompanied 
by his son Kolektaush, and introducing a ver}-- rare and costly assort- 
ment of presents, was admitted to an audience, and, after render- 
ing due homage, very honorably received by the Tchegliataian con- 
queror. 

Quitting theobscuie place to which we have just referred, Teymur 
proceeded m two marches of six kosse, or about twelve miles each, 
to the town of Assaur, where be again encamped; and from thence, on 
the twenty-sixth of the month,* he dispatched the Ameirs Riistuni 
Toghai Bouga, Shah Melek, and Allahdaud, to invest the fortress of 
Meirta. Two days afterwards, he received advices from these com- 
manders, /rom their position before Meirta, announcing that Eleiaus 
an Avghan chief,'With the son of I\louJana Ahmed of Tabnaser, and 
a Gubber, or infidel Raujpfite probablj^ of the name of SefiTy, had 
occupied the place in considerable force, and with views of deter- 
mined resistance ; and that they had, moreover, in reply to the sum- 
mons of surrender, arrogantly sent to inform them that the fortress 
of Meirta had, at no very distant period, baffled the attempts of 
no less a perso72age than Termashenn Rhaun himself. j" Offended in a 
high degree at this insolent and sarcastic reference to the failure of Ter- 

• 4tli of Januarj 

t Accorf.’ng to Fenshtah, the invasion of Hmdflsta.m Termashenn Kbaun took 

place dunng the 727th of the h.djerah, about the 1327th of the Chnstian era, «h.Ie 

Sultan Mahommed Shah Toghluk 'ivas on the throne of Dehb. 
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ma«;hcnn, TcymAr inslnnlly sctofT, ntthe bead of ten thousand horse, 
and,hn\ in<: marched u Mhout intermission during the whole of the suc- 
ceeding night, appeared the follow mg day at noon, the twenty-ninth 
of the month, before the gates of Mcirta. 'I'hc ^ cry moment of his arn- 
\al the commanders of 'romauns and Ivoushhns received orders, each 
from his respcctuc station, to open a trench of approach tow'ards the 
opposite point of the onem\’s works, and by night-fall, a lodgment 
from ten to fifteen culms wide was effected parallel to, or at the foot 
of, every tower of the place. Terrified at the alarming celerity wuth 
which, in spite of c\ery obstacle, the besiegers had carried on their 
approaches, the girrison appeared at once to have lost all power of 
exertion; and of tins their assailants did not fail to take their advan- 
tage. On the morning of the first day of the former Jiimmaudy,’'^ 
Aincir .‘Mlahdaud, at the head of his Koushiin, ad\ anced to the prin- 
cipal gate , and one of his followers, an intrepid soldier of the name 
of Serai, having by a cast fixed his Kummund, or noose, to one of 
the battlements of the parapet, was the first to ascend to the top of 
the wall. He was, however, immediately joined by a number of 
his associates, animated by the noble example of their fellow soldier. 
In a moment Eleiaus the Afghan, and the son of the Tahnasenan, 
who were probably at the post of danger, were made prisoners by 
RQstiim Berlas, and conveyed without delay, bound hand and foot, 
to the presence of Teymur. The Gubber chief fell during the assault; 
and his tribe, together with most of the garrison, were put to the 
sword The women and children w-ere made slaves. And thus, in a 
few hours, was a fortress, which had defied the puissance of Terma- 
sherin, subdued by the more skilful experience of Teymfir and his 
v eteran legions. 

On the reduction of ^leirta, w’hicli, it may perhaps be unnecessary 
to observe, stands in the Doaub, forty or fifty miles north-north-east 
of Dehly, and about two thirds of the way from the Jumna to the 
Ganges, according to the best maps, Ameir Jahaunshah, with a divi- 
sion of the imperial troops, w'as directed to proceed along the Jumna 
upwards, in order to pillage and lay waste the territory of the infidels 
in that quarter. At the same time. Sheikh Nfir-ud-dem with the 
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iic’a\y bsjr^fi^G &nd irnpGdirnGntSj was ordered to follow a central route 
' ^ilong the Kara-sou, or Kaleiny, or blatk river, vvhile Tevinur id per- 
son, the imperial standard, took a direction more to the right, 
towards the river Ganges. When he had continued his march to 
a considerable distance, Teymur, at length, reached the bank of that 
celebrated river, at the town of Pevrouzpour; having been joined 
during the march by Ametr Sulimaii Shah, with the division under 
his command. Finding that he could not conveniently effect his 
passage to the opposite side, with the whole of his array, Teymur 
proceeded along the right or « estern bank of the rn er upwards, until, 
after a further march of three kosse, or about six miles, he came, 
about ten in the forenoon, to a part where the passage might be effect- 
ed, although not yet with aiij' considerable force atonetjine. Some 
of the troops, however, more confident than their fellows, plunged 
into the stream and swam across; and Teymtir, in person, was spurring 
his charger to follow the example, when his generals on their knees 
interposed to prevent the design; urging the expediency of remaining 
on the w'estern bank of the river, until the appearance of Peir Mahom- 
med, and Ameir Silliman Shah, who had previously crossed, with the 
right division, in the neighborhood of Peyrouzpour. 

In compliance with the remonstrances of his generals, and after 
causing Seyud Khaujah, Sheikh Ally Bahauder, and Jahaun Melek, 
with a reinforcement of troops belonging, chiefly, to the Toraaun of 
Shah Rokh, to pass over to the support of those who had already, as 
we have seen, crossed to the left bank, Teymur resumed his march 
along the opposite bank upwards for two kosse further, and there 
encamped. 1 he day following, which appears to have been the third 
of the former Jummaudy,* he prosecuted his march for Toghlukpour, 
situated about tWnty kosse higher up; but when he had proceeded 
part of the way, intelligence was communicated to him that an im- 
mense bod}'’ of-tbe disorderly and refractory natives were collected 
with views of hostility, in the bed of the Ganges, at no great distance 
off. He conceived it therefore immediately expedient to dispatch a 
division of five thousand horse under Mubasher Bahauder, and Ally 
Sultan Tauatchej, with instructions either to attack, or keep the 

* loth of Jannarj. 
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enemy in check. lie continued lii'^ march, however, without delay, 
although he happened at this period to be tinder the care of his phy- 
sicians, for a swelling in liis knee * 

In these nrcmnstaiKCs, his scouts, nr vidcttes, brought information 
that the encmv were rajudlv descending the Ganges in eight and 
twentt of the ri\er craft, formid.iblv armed and appointed. The in- 
stant this intcllnionco was contcyctl to 'rcyinhr, the pain in his knee 
seems to hate been entire 1\ dispelled In the ardor of religions zeal — 
if such be the appellation with winch we are to dignify an insatiable 
thirst after human blooil. At the head of one thousand ot his best 
ca\ alrv, w ho happened at the moment to lie the nean si to his person, 
Tovmor immediately approached the n\cr side, where on Ins arrival, 
part of his followers taking post along the bank, from thency pro- 
ceeded to assail the cnenn in their boats, with vollics of arrows, 
W’hile others more resolntclN plunged into the stream, and attacked 
them sword in hand. Against the former species of attack the en- 
emy contrived to protect themselves, w ithout great difficulty, coy ering 
themselyes yyith their targets and returning volley for volley, but the 
warriors yylio had committed themselves to the stream, intrepidly 
seizing the boats by the gunnel, and springing on board, all they 
found yy ere immediately cut to pieces; and being thus masters of a part, 
were enabled to assail the remainder yyith greater facility and advan- 
tage, and thus soon completed the capture of the yy hole flotilla. Tyvo 
of the vessels, lioyyever, belter manned and armed than the others, 
and fast bound together \yitli ropes, continued to make, for a long 
time, the most couiageous and desperate resistance, although finally 
o\ erpowered and compelled to submit to their destiny, by the superior 
proyyess of the Teymurians 

Triumphant in this naval combat on the sacred river, Teymur 
proceeded on his march for Toghliikpour In the course of the 
succeeding night, that as it yyould appear of the fourth of the 
month,* he yvas apprized, by two messengers from the Ameirs Mlah- 
daud and Bayezzid Koutchein, yvlio had been detached in ady^ance 
yvith Althn Bukhshy, that the enemy had assembled in considerable 

• In Ins sliou’dcr or arm, according to Dc la Crois, Bduzu forzaunfl — it may, however, 
lia\e been the former 
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great slaughter, into the acl)oining woods, into which they Iiad fled 
for shelter, their women and children were driven into slavery, and 
an immense booty in cattle of e\cry description became, as usual, 
the reward ol the victormns Tevmurians. 

Tcvmiir had not yet remo\ed Irom the spot, from hence he had 
just drnen the enemy, when inlormation wms alresli communicat<"d 
to him, that another body of Ilindies was collected, in considerable 
force, at the foot of the pass of Koupelah, or Gonpila, adjoining to 
the Ganges, some distance higher up, where that river appears to 
expand itself into a spacious and extensive lake.”* Without a 
moment’s dclav, at the head ol five hundred horse only, the remainder 
of his troops being \et employed in collecting and securing their 
booty, the Tcheghataian monarch proceeded, in quest of this new' 
enemy, in the direction which had been indicated to him. When 
he jjjproached the range of hills forming the pass of Koupelah, the 
enemy wasdiscovercd in great multitude, most advantageously posted, 
and prepared at all pomts for a Mgorous and determined resistance. 
They were, nevertheless, immediately attacked and dislodged from 
their post, w ith equal lacility and dispatch, by Ameir Shah Melek and 
Ally Sultan Tawatchoi, at the head of a part only of that small body 
of troops, w'lth whom their sovereign had thus committed himself 
to the hazard of an unequal conflict; there now' remaining for the 
immediate protection of his person, in thew'hole, not more than one 
hundred horse. The danger to which he was exposed, was not un- 
observed by the enemy; and an Indian chief of the name of Melek 
Sheikhah, with some thousands of follow'ers both horse and foot, ad- 
vanced sw'ord in hand, with the determination of avenging, on the 
head of the imperial desolator, the wrongs of his native country. 
Teymur, how'ever, nothing appalled, addressed himself to combat 
hand to hand, for life and safety; but, w'hen he had approached w'lthin 
a trifling distance of his antagonist, one of his attendants, deceived 
by some circumstance of resemblance, called out that it w'as the 
Sheikhah Gougurj', one of the imperial vassals, at the moment sup- 
posed to be W'lth the camp in another part of the country. , Misled 
by the information, Teymbr turned short towards the neighboring 

• Boheirab. 
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A D?.to supposed She.khah proceeded, with consi- 

„s. ‘'srable execution, to lay about him, with his scimitar, among the 
tuffa. Teymdriaus who happened to be nearest at hand. Thus ondeceived, 
TeymGr again drew round, without delay, to oppose the violent hos- 
tility of this impetuous stranger, who is described to have be^n a 
person of more than ordinary stature. He had, however, by this time 
been brought headlong from his horse, by a wound in the abdomen 
by an arrow, and another in the head by a sword ; and he was soon 
afterwards laid neck and heels before Teymfir, in whose presence 
he expired, before he could make any reply to the questions immedi- 
ately proposed to him by the conqueror. 

He had scarcely been relieved from this dangerous embarrassment 
when again intelligence was conveyed to Teymiir, that another body 
of Hindies remained still collected in great force, within the pass, at 
the distance of two k6sse from his present position. Although his 
approach lay over roads equally rugged and difficult, and through a 
forest impervious to the winds of heaven, and although be had already 
twice, in the course of the same day, sustained the fatigues of an 
arduous conflict, after which, to a man in his sixty third year, some 
repose might have been conceived indispensably necessary, Teymiir 
the self-same hour, accompanied by such of the imperial vassals and 
chiefs of Koushftns, as were present, hastened to seek the enemy. 


His progress being, however, considerably retarded by the intricacies 
of the forest, and the difficulties of the road, he bad leisure to reflect 
on thf hazards to which he was exposing himself; and be could not 
forbear ejaculating a fervent wish that his grandson Peir Mahommed, 
and Aineir Jahaun Shah, whom, three days before, he had detached 
to harass and exterminate the idolaters and magians,* on that side the 
Ganges, might, by a manifestation of the divine will, or by some for- 
tunate coincidence,' be brought to his support. At the same time, he 
acknowledged that there existed but a very slight probability for the 
occurrence of an event so desirable. When, howevisr, the sun had 
/declined about half-way from the meridian, the so little expected Peir 
Mahommed and Jahaun Shah, who had formed no conception that 

• rt 18 not clear that there were any of tlie religion of Zoroaster in this part of the cou 
try; the tenn is probably' applied in additional contempt of the unfortunate Hm ms. 
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ilic rmprror on thr xiilr of tljr river, mncli Ic';'? lliat he wa? 
-t-iimrK nt Innd. I>t lor.* lie Ind \\*11 qurn r\prc‘.MOn to In'? 

*-tnod vik’.U'uK in Inv pr* nci , and cnahh d him, ^\llh restored con- 
fuUnct and mon nthfpiitr foro« , to rusli upon the ho'^tiU* muliittido 
now in lii^ front. I in* llmdui w»*r»* immediately dcle.ited with 
*?( \ ere lo<.., and tin* euiupieror returned, with a \.i‘it aerpiisition of 
hoot\, in nttle and otiur di seriptions of projiertx. to the ground 
on which he Iml foiuht the comi action of thi«? huM day. 

At tliiv Mation. w hu h all rircnm'.tanct s app.arentl\ concur to fiv 
On tin h ft, or ea..ti rn hank of the (J.ui.;i^, at no pnat distance from 
Loldnm:. It w IV reported t<» 'li Muiir, lh.it he_\onil the pa<sofIvoupc- 
lali, riflcin kuvve upward', tin rc vtood ,\ rock tn the form of a cow, 
either n .tnr.al or .ulifieinl, through the mouth of which issiierl tlie 
jirineipal vtri am (»t the (j irr^t s. nml which rock constituted an ohjecl 
of unmrval worship with tin viipervuiious rntnes, from c\er\ part 
of the Indi'ii t«rritor\, Niitlnr wav this siijicrviitious veneration 
confined to the Indian t<rtHor) alone, vince the sirred spot was the 
resort of numerons pil'.'rims from the reinoii vt Imiitv of this rju.irtcr of 
the \sr itic continent. Such, in short. iv rksenhed to have been the 
blind stiijmlitv of tin SI utiinvtrncted idolaters, tb.it, although common 
sense md » \perieiic< michi h.ivc cemrallv t.uight them, sav s our 
author, ih.it nothing good was to be t.\pected from a mass of inert 
and insensate matter, they were, nr \ criheless, induced to bring the 
ashes of their dead from places most remote, and to commit them 
on this spot to the hallowed stre.im, accompanied hy the richest obla- 
tions in gold and silver, ns the surest means of averting present evil, 
and of securing the liighest gradations in a future st.itc. Lastly, 
these simple cuiliusi.isis conceiv ed ilieir devotions consummated in 
performing their ahlniions leg di-ep ui the stream, casting its sacred 
waters over llieir heads, .,iid sli.iving their heads and beards, before 
they quilled this scone of superstitious folly and puerility. In the 
mean tunc, it this information was not, indeed, altogether intended to 
deceive, a moineni’s consideration of the best surveys would lead us 
to conclude, that it must have ref<*rred to some thing of the kind at 
Dcupnuig, and not to the Gungoutra, or celebrated descent of the 
Ganges, at the cow’s mouth, which, instead of fifteen, is by the 
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A.H 801. course of the river, at least an hundred kosse beyond the pass of 
A D 1309 . Koupelah, 

sitffj’* however this may be, learning that there was now assembled 

on the spot a vast multitude of the Hindfi natives, with every species 
of property to an incalculable amount, Teymur resolved without 
further delay, to proceed in that direction ; and accordingly, at sun- 
rise of the fifth day of tlie former Jummaudv,* he came upon this 
devoted body of Hindus, whom he found posted, as on formerocca- 
sions, in one of the narrow passes, with the rash and useless deter- 
mination of again giving battle to the imperial troops. Here they 
were instantly attacked, and, for the greater part, put to the sword by 
Mahommed Sultan, Suliman Shah, and other distinguished com- 
manders, at the head of the right and left wings, and by Ameir Shah 
Melek with the advanced guard of the centre. Some contrived, 
how'ever, through a thousand difficulties and exertions, to escape the 
carnage. But, recollecting all at once that the country was now 
eflTectually relieved from the polluted sway of the enemies of the 
true faith, and that his victorious legions were incumbered, beyond 
measure, by the immensity of the booty which had fallen into their 
hands, this mild reformer conceived the sudden resolution of return- 
ing upon his steps; and accordingly repassing the Ganges, on the 
very same day by the hour of noon, he proceeded, after the per- 
formance of his devotions, immediately along the right, or western 
bank of the river, downwaids, making a maich of five kosse before 
he found it convenient to encamp for the evening. 

This rapid movement in retrograde might afford grounds for the 
suspicion, that occurrences in advance did not terminate in a manner 
exactly to correspond wdtb the views of Teymiir, since we hear no 
more of his zeal to pursue the unfortunate votaries of Hindu super- 
stition, to their sarictuarj’^ at the descent of the Ganges. Satisfied on 
the contrary, with having purged the empire of Dehly from the poi 
lutions of infidelity and idolatry, he now adopted the final resolution 
of withdrawing, without further delav, into his native dominions, an 
for that purpose, on Tuesday the sixth of the former Jummaudv, 
the year eight hundred and one,*}* his operations on that celebrat 
« 12lh Januan. t J3lh of January 1890, 
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nver^eing confined to tlie short period of four days, he quitted the 
banks of the Ganges — the couise of his march now taking him in a 
north-westerly direction towards the upper Jumna.* 

On the day following, when he had already dispatched the Yourut* 
tcheis, or quartermasters, in order to conduct the column ofbaguage to 
join him, intelligence was brought to Tevmfir that, in the defiles and 
vallies of Mount Sewaulek, which is estimated at a lak and a sixth 
part of the whole of Hindfistaun f a formidable body of the natives 
had united to defend the recesses of their country. In consequence 
of this information, inbtructions were transmitted afresh to the divi- 
sion of t|ie army which accompanied the heavy baggage, along the 
course of\^e Karasou, or Kfdeiny, to proceed straight forward in to 
Sewaulek, iit?,tead of digressing to the right to join the main body, 
as had been ori^oally directed. Teymflr in person marched, in the 
mean time, tc^fcAfoot of Sewaulek, where he now encamped, and 
where he was^^^kv afterwards joined by Khaleil Siiltan, and Sheikh 
Niir-ud-dein, hastened in advance of the heavy equip- 

ments. 


On this OCeas 
with Teymur, t 
son among the 
time, that the 
wild regions 
faithful vas 
that he co. 
him, to 
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IS principal generals employed every argument 
uade him from unnecessarily exposing his per- 
ests and defiles of Sewaulek, urging, at the same 
V of chastizing the still refractory infidels of these 
It with perfect safety be entrusted to the zeal of his 
The monavch, however in substan'ce, stated in reply 
not be supposed less sensible than those who spoke to 
wo fold advantage to be ensured by a zealous exertion in 
f truth and religion, namely, the acquisition of temporal 
d, what was of infinitely higher importance, the attainment 
happiness hereafter. Neither could he, for a moment, forget 
ives and safety of the people committed to his care were never 

point of hi8 departure may have been some where in the neighborhood, or, ou a 
ilh Hurdwaur 

s mode of expression the translator does not exactly comprehend. De la Crone 
It, as extending over two thirds of Hindd-taun From the tenor of the historv Mt. 
ek would appear to extend across the upper part of the Douaub, between the 
ges and the Jumna, and may therefore be said to stretch across two thirds of tlie^ 
northern boundary ot Hindhstaun, 



A H 801. 
A D.1399. 

Rouziit-up. 

sufia. 



A. H. COl. 
A. D l;M)n. 

Rou^ui-ua- 

suffa. 


278 

' I 

to be bartered for any considerations of private risk and convenience. 

As he was, therefore, determined to claim his full share m the glory, 
he should not withhold his person from the danger of the service; and 
in this, his resolution was not to be shaken. On the same day he 
transmitted ordeis to Ameir Jahaun Shah, who had been detached 
a week before, with part of the troops of the left wing, on a predatory 
expedition along the Jumna upwards, to join him without delay, 
in that incursion of frantic zeal, in which he was immediately about 
to engage. 

Having been accordingly joined, on the tenth of the month,* by 
Ameir Jahaun Shah and liis division, Teymbr put his whole force 
in motion to enter the recesses ofSewaulek. In one of the principal 
passes of this celebrated range of mountains, a RhI, or Rajah, of the 
name of Behrouz, had lodged himself, at the head of a poAverful body 
of the uncivilized and predatory natives ; with whom, relying on the 
^ unassailable strength of his position, he vaunted his design-to make the 
most determined resistance. The attack immediately commenced, on 
different points respectively, by the right wing of the Teymiirians, 
led on by Mirza Peir Mahommed, Ameir Sfiliman Shah, and other 
distinguished commanders, by the left under Mirza, or Ameirzadab 
.Shltan Husseyne, and Ameir Jahaun Shah, and by the Hurawul, or 
^advanced guard of the centre, under Sheikh Nhr-ud-dein, and Shah 
Melek ; the Tcheghat^ian monarch himself remaining at the entrance 
of the defile, in order to support the operations of the whole, as 
occasion might require. The conflict which ensued was extremely 
fierce and sanguinary, although it finally terminated in the triumph of 
the imperial troops; who were rewarded, as usual, by a considerable 
booty, in treasure, cattle, and other valuable effects, as well as in 
arms. On this occasion, finding that the stoutest of the soldiers had 
•supplied themserivts from the spoil, to the prejudice of their weaker, 
'or less fortunate associates — some to the extent of three and fon 
hundred head of cattle — Teymbr did not hesitate to insist on the 
surrendering a part, in orderto furnish a fresh and more equitable di 
tribution of the whole booty which drew upon him the applause 
and benedictions of^very rank in the army, 

• 17th of January 
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Wlicn be had thus secured the fruits of his victory, Teymur return- 
ed to Ills camp in the neighborhood Sucli, however, by this time 
was the prodigious accumulation of his batrgage and incumbrances, 
that a march of four kbsse, or about eight miles, was the utmost he 
could accomplish iii the lour and iwcnt}' hours This will sufiicient- 
1\ account for the tardiness of his progress, between the tenth and 
fourteenth ol the month,* on which latter day he appears to have 
recrossed the Jumna, some kbssc to the westward of the station of 
Kunder. He now enramped at the foot of Sew aulek, in another 
direction, where inlelhgeuce was coinejid to him that another of 
the Hindii Riiias, with an (mormons force collected together by 
various means, had taken post on one of the loftiest ranges, w'ithin 
the thickest of the forests, and m a situation no otherwise accessible 
than, with infinite labour and diffii ulty, b^' cutting down the trees, 
and clearing the way through rocks and underwood. Impelled, 
howc\er, by the ardour of leligious zeal, this indefatigable and ever 
victorious monarch on the same night, between the fourteenth and 
filteenth of the month, without tarrying for daylight, set his soldiers 
at work to cut their way through the forest by the light of torches; 
and thus to open a passage to the enemy. In the course of the 
night they had, with incredible activity, succeeded in penetrating 
not less than iw’ehe kossc, or about four and twenty miles,f 
into this almost impermeable jungul , and, by the morning of the 
fifteenth, the imperial standard w’as displayed in the valley which 
separates the two mountains of Koukeh and Sewaulek. The troops 
were immediately disposed in order of battle, and proceeded to attack 
the enemy ; but the moment their ears were assailed by the horrible 
din of the horns and kettle drums, and by the appalling w'ar-cry of the 
Teymflnans, the wretched Hindds were so completely panic stricken 
that they broke and fled m the utmost consternation, pursued with 
unsparing slaughter by their remorseless invaders. On this occasion, 
Ameir Jahauu Shah had been entrusted w’lih the direction of the 
left wing, and entering by a diflTerent road, although equally suc-. 
cessful in the scheme of slaughter, had been less fortunate in the 
acquisition of spoil. Both right and left wings, however, rejoined 
21st of January. + Perbajjs eighteen would be nearer the truth. 
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A.H.boi. the main body in the course of the evening; after having, for the 

P*'''*’ succeeded in exterminating the obnoxious natives of 
suffa. these mountain regions. 

On Friday the sixteenth^* Teymiir reascended the heights of 
Sewaulek, at a distance of fifteen faisangs, or about fifty miles, from 
the countiy of Bekker, or Bekirkout the intervening tract being 
overgrown with vast forests, and intersected by ranges of hills and 
Tugged passes, which rendered it almost entirely inaccessible to 
foreign hostility. Nevertheless, understanding from various sources 
of intelligence that these impervious forests and hills were the resort 
of numerous idolatrous tribes, and the zeal of Teymfir being still 
inflexibly directed towards the utter extermination of the unhalloiv- 
ed brood, wherever they came w.ithin the reach of his power, the 
imperial troops were employed, from different points, to enter this 
gloomy wilderness ; although the monarch was now prevailed' ilpon 
himself to remain at the outskirts. But, without accompanying the 
author further in his detail of these sanguinary inroads, which fur- 
nish neither variety, nor novelty in the description, it will be suffi- 
cient to observe that during the period of a month, in which the 
Teymfinans were employed among the mountains of Koukeh, and 
Sewaulek, they fought twenty-seven battles, and reduced seven 
castles of 'Singular strength, and the first importance. One of the 
latter belonged, it appears, to Sheikhou, a kinsman of Sheikh Gou- 
gre, prince of Xiahour; and the garrison had been prevailed upon, 
through the mediation of certain Mahoramedans who resided among 
them, to submit ito the imperial authority. This is, however, alleg- 
ed to have been nothing more than a mask, or expedient, to answer 
the purposes of present convenience. But the deception having been, 
in some degree, discovered through the unwarrantable practices em- 
ployed by the refractory rabble in order to evade the payment of the 
ransom stipulated for their exemption from plunder and execution, one 
,of the imperial officers ventured to avail himself of a very simple devic 

* 23rd of January. 

t Were it not that the latter is specified m De la Croix’s map of the expedition of J 
mtlr, I should have been disposed to flunk that this referred to Nuggurkougor Naiigracu , 
which 13 to be sought for m this neighborhood. 
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to brill" them more efleelnally under controiil. It wa'? agreed upon, 
that \ anous articles of properly should lie received in payment of 
the ransom, and some old clothes and hows of little worth having 
been accepted of, at an estimate far abo\e their value, the garrison were 
cutirclv thrown off their guard by the allurements ot this gainful 
tradic; and thev were at last induced, in this w'ay,lo dispose of the very 
weapons wjth which alone they could lusily hope to secure them- 
sches against attack. Accordinglv, when it became knowm that 
thev had thus stiijudh disarmed themselves, an order w'as issued 
that forty of them slioiihl be immediately enrolled for the service of 
Hindu Shah Khaii/en, [the treasurer,] one of the principal oflicers of 
the imperial court. Of this, as might have been expected, the 
wretched infidels with frantic \iolenco opposed the e.xecution, 
and they proceeded to the extremity of putting sc\ eral of ihcTcheglia- 
taiaii soldiers to death. Little more was necessary to aw'aken the 
desire oi \cngeaiice in the Ton iiihriaiis, who were immediately led to 
the attack, of the place, which, in all iirobability, they carried without 
any great rcsistanci', putting the gaiiison to the number of two 
thousand men to the sword. 

In this place, the author of the Rouzut-us-siina, with a degiee of 
candour in which he docs not on man}’’ occasions affect to indulge, 
pauses to remark that, although he has related the circumstances of 
this capture as it is described in the Zuffurnainah of the Yezdian, 
and 111 other w’orks, yet he is not altogether convinced, because they 
were guilty of the folly and imbecility of bartering away their 
arms to make up the payment of their ransom, that the charge of 
duplicit) and fraud, depravity and hostility, so liberally bestow'ed 
upon them, is so clearly established against the unfortunate garrison, 
as these authors seem disposed to allege. 

Having satisfactorily terminated his operations on the confines of 
Sew'aulek, Te^initr resumed, WMthout further delay, liis inarch west- 
w'ard, tow'ards the territory of Jummou, wdiere he soon after this 
encamped near Baubelah, or perhaps, Bkeilali, a small town or village 
dependent on that place. The Ameirs Sheikh Mahommed Eykou 
Temur, Mfibasher, and Ism^eil Berlas, had been previously dis- 
patched to surprise and take possession of this town ; but the inha- 
bitants, a brave and hardy race of men, having the advantage of 
VOL. III. 2 o 
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D 1399 and intricate forest, which they rendered further inaccessible by 
i)e la CrojT^. surrounding it with a breast-work of hurdles and other materials, evin- 
ced a determination to make a gallant and formidable resistance. The 
Teymbrian chiefs were, however, proceeding without delay, to attack 
and punish them for their audacious insolence, in thus presuming 
to defend their property and abodes, when they received a message 
from the sovereign directing them to suspend their attack, until he 
- should join them with the remainder of the army. 

The following day, being as it would appear the seventeenth of 
the latter Jummaudy,* Teymiir accordingly brought up the main 
body of the army, when the whole immediately advanced in order 
of battle, to force the enemy’s lines; which they carried, after all, - 
without the slightest resistance, the enemy, terrified by the appalling 
shouts and tremendous martial music of the Tcheghataians, instantly 
abandoning their posts, and dispersing in the utmost dismay. Having 
levelled, or removed the defences, part of the imperial troops 
remained encamped in front of the juiigui, while another part pro- 
ceeded to the town, which stood within ; and there supplied them- 
selves in perfect security^ with the grain which was found there in 
vast abundance. In the course of the same day, Teymi^r prosecu- 
ted his march to the distance of four k 6 sse, after which he again . 
encamped. 

At this period, Ouljah Temhr, Ffi]aud,and Miatemmed Zeyne-ud- 
dein, the agents who had been long since dispatched from DehJy, to 
the court of Eskunder Shah prince of Kashmeir, rejoined the camp 
of their sovereign. They were accompanied by the envoys of that 
prince, who on their admission to an audience, represented to Teymur, 
that theiT master had already reached the station of Jebhan, at the 
foot of the Kashmeirian mountains, on his way to do homage before 
the throne of the conqueror of India, when he was met bv Moiilana 
Nfir-ud-dein, with a demand, as he alleged, on the part of the officers 
of the imperial treasury', for thirty thousand liorses and a contribution 
of one hundred thousand diiiest ot gold, each ot the weight of tuo 
methkauls,'}* to be levied on the province ; and that the Shah had, 

* 23rd of rehniary 

f At a dram and a half to ihe methkaul, this uould be about tao Ions, six liun i 
and eiglity-seven pounds and a batf. 
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in consequence, immediately returned into Kashmeir, in order to 
provide for the discharge of this enormous demand, with the design, 
as soon as that object should have been accomplished, of pro- 
secuting his journey with less anxiety of mind to the imperial 
presence. With considerable apparent moderation, Tej'milr for him- 
self, expressly disavowed having authorized this exorbitant claim on 
the part of his ministers , declaring that in demanding what was so 
entirely disproportionate to the resources of the country, they had 
set at nought the most obvious maxims of strict justice, which should 
have restrained them from levying upon the Shah, more than was 
commensurate with his ability to discharge. The envoys repeated 
their assurances of the sincere submission, and purity of design of 
Eskunder , and they were charged by the TcheghatJuan monarch, 
in reply, to tell their master that he was to suffer no consideration 
whatever to detain him from the immediate prosecution of his journey 
to court. On the eighteenth, however, the day of their dismission,, 
they were finally given to understand that the presence of their 
master would be expected on the banks of the Indus, on the eight 
and twentieth of the month, or exactly ten days from that date.* 
After the departure of the Kashmeirian agents, who were accom- 
panied, on their return by the same Miatemmed Zeyne-ud-dein, 
uho had been their conductor to court, the imperial troops, by the 
plunder of three very large and flourishing towns on the verge of 
their course, succeeded in securing an ample supply of forage and 
subsistance for the army, for several days afterwards. In the mean 
time, having continued his march for the distance of four farsangs, 
[about fourteen miles], through richly cultivated lands, with the corn 
still standing, Teymur entered the pass, or valley, which gives issue 
to the river of Jummou, and having, from its frequent flexures, repeat- 
edly crossed and recrossed the stream, be came at last to the foot of the 
mountain on the right hand side, where was situated the smaller town 
of Menou, that of Jummou, the capital of the district, being situated 
to the left. The inhabitants of both these places are described as a 
tall, robust, and athletic people, whose country from its hills and 
• If It had been eight and twenty days, as exhibited m the manuscript, the intimation 
must have been obMOUsly intended to deceive. 
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A H. 001. forests, was generally reputed unassailable. Encouraged by such a 
belief, after having conveyed their -women and childieu to the tops of 
sxifla. rerootf'st hills, the native chiefs with the brav^^st of the men, 

took post on one of the most inaccessible ranges ; from whence they 
continually assailed the TeymArians, with vollies of arrows and 
other missiles, insulting them, at the same time, with the most barba- 
rous and savage outcries. 

For, doubtless, competent reasons, Teymur conceived it advisable, 
for the present, to confine his vengeance to the pillage of the town of 
Menou ; after which, on their return, the imperial troops entered 
that of Jummou, where they found such prodigious magazines ol gram 
and other articles of subsistance, as to furnish an abundant supply 
for all their wants. Teymur then proceeded on his march westwards; 
leaving, however, several Koushfins of his most resolute veterans, 
concealed among the woods, to take advantage of the movements of 
the enemy. On fnday the twenty first^ of the month, having crossed 
the river Jummou for the last time, and continued his march lour 
k 6 sse, or about eight miles, Teymfir encamped on the left bank of 
the Tchunaub; where that river intersects a plain, of luxuriant pas- 
turage, extending to the distance of four farsangs in every direction. 
Shortly after the main body ot the army had thus cleared the defiles 
of Jummou and Menou, the natives, states our author, conceiving 
that the lordly ruler of the foiest had entirely quitted their uoods, 
like foxes from their holes, suddenly issued from their hiding places. 
And in such circumstances, where they least expecterl it, tin}' found 
themselves fiercely assailed by the Peyinurian troops, in ambuscade, 
b}' whom they were cut to pieces in great numbers The llajah oi 
Jummou, who was wounded in the conflict, tell into the hinds ol 
Dowlut Temur Tawatchei, and Husseyne Melek, oftlie Koutcliun 
tribe; by whom, with fiUyot his followers, he wis now tonveyed to 
thepnsenceof the Tcheghataian monarch. It was thought advis.ible 
that the Rajah’s wounds should be made tlieobjectof peculiar care, and 
he was himsell finally prevailed upon, h\ tin loint influence ot llIrtat^ 
and promises, to make profession ot the M.vlioinmedan creed, in Mola- 
tion of one of the most sacred laws ot Ins country coDicntti)^ tven to 

'■ 27th of 1 cbman . 
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ent iMillncU’s flosli in company with his nevly adopted brethren.' 
Bv these sacrifices he, hoMCNcr, eflectii.illy secured the fa\or of 
Tevmfir, to whose court he now voluntarily attached hiinsclf, and 
whom, in all prohabilit\, he accompanied to the Indus. 

In the mean time, while he lay encamped on the Tchiinaub, intel- 
ligence was conveNcd to Tevmiir, that the Shahzadahs and other 
Ameirs who had been dt^tached towards Labour, in Older to chas- 
tise the contumacious apnsiac\ of Shcikhah, the brother of Nussret 
Gouerv. havl succeeded in secuniu: the person of that perfidious and 
ungratetul changelinir Tins man, while Tetmur w as emploi ed in 
the peninsula of tliQ. Jumna and G mges, had rcceued permission to 
proceed to Labour, on a promise of again joining the imperial standard 
w'hen It reached the B. lah , a promise, howe\er, of w’hich he thought 
he might \ enture to omit the performance. On the tw’enty-fourth 
of the month,* the imperial army was in motion to cross the Tchun- 
aub, and, after a march of five kosse, again encamped in a situation 
of singular beauts and amenity. The same da\ , the agent of Meiran 
Shah brought ad\ ices of the state of affairs in Azerbaijaun, and the 
provinces in that quarter of the empire, and on the day follow ing,-]* 
Hindu Shah Khauzen was directed to proceed immediately to Sa- 
markand, in order to announce the approaching return of Teymur. 

On the tw'entv-sixtli of the latter Jummaudy, the army finally 
quitted the Tchunauh , and, after a march of six kosse, or about 
twehe miles, encamped in the desert tract, some distance to the 
westward of that river. On the twenty-seventh, :J: the arraj' W’a§ 
again in motion , and while the imperial litter was set fora moment 
on the summit of an eminence, contiguous to the line of march, a 
lion is described to have suddenly rushed from his haunts, afid being 
immediately beset on all sides b> the troops iii attendance, w’asattacked 
sword in hand, and cut down by the intrepid Sheikh Nur-ud-dein. 
Before the close of this day’s march Teymilr was joined by the Mirzas 
Peir Mahommed and Rdstum, and the Ameirs Jahaun Shah, and Sub- 
man Shah, on their return from their successful expedition against 
Sheikhah Gougre, and Labour. Of the assortment of presents w^hicli 
they laid before their sovereign on this occasion, consisting of articles 
* 2nd of March. j 3rd of March + 5th of March 
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costly and rare selected from the accumulated booty, the 
Kouzut-us- immediately distributed by him to his courtiers, without 

fiuffd.' the reserve of a single article for himself. His attention being, at the 
• same time, particularly directed towards the gallant and faithful Peir 
Mahommed Azaud, of whose talents and prowess some signal pioofs 
were exhibited among the Siabpoush towards the commencement of 
the expedition, Teymur conceived it a fit opportunity to distinguish 
him above others by presenting him with a vest from his own uard- 
robe, together with a quiver suspended to a belt of gold; all of which 
had occasionally formed the appendages of his own dress, and uere 
thus rendered doubly estimable to'those who bestloved him. 

In the course of the same day, the twenty seventh of the month, 
the Shahzadahs and principal generals received orders, by a route 
prescribed to them, to proceed to their respective governments, 
each, according to his rank and station, presented with some splendid 
decoration for his person, from the diadem blazing with the radiance 
of the diamond, for his brows, to the girdle enriched AMth gems and 
gold, for his waist. The Hindustauny chiefs and nobles, who, like 
the genius of victory, had attached themselves during the expedition 
to the stirrup of the conqueror, were also now permitted to return 
homewards, richly arrayed in robes of honour, and furnished with 
letters patent for their possessions, under the imperial authority. The 
important government of Mfiltaun was, at the same time, conferred 
upon Khuzzer Khaun, who had formerly escaped from the prisons of 
“Saurung Khaun, to the protection of Ahouden, chief of Beiaunab, 
west of Agra, but who had subsequently enrolled himself under the 
‘Standard of Tej^mur. 

The country through which he w^as now passing, between the 
Tchunaub and Bebaut, the latter river also denominated indiscrimin- 
ately the Tcheilum, Jamed, and Dindana, in different stages of its 
course to the Indus, furnishing a vast variety of game and beasts ofibe 
chase, including, according to our author, the lion, tyger, rhinoceros, 
w'oif, and an animal to which he assigns the name of Koutahpai, or 
shortleg, together with the elk, or Sauber, or stag of the forest, and 
the Gaozen-e^kaboud, Neilagao, or blue ox— and among the feathered 
race, , the pheasant, peacock, wild-duck, and paroquet, without 
mentioning numerous other kinds, Teymur did not omit the oppor- 
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CHAP. VII. 

H aving left Banou on tliursday the fourth of Rudjiib,* 
corresponding with the first of Ferwardein, the new years davof 
the era of Melek Shah, Teymhr proceeded towards Nughuz, which he 
reached on the following d&y. He was detained at Nughuz, in order 
to complete the fortifications of that place, and in particular, in ex- 
tending them so as to include a neighboring convenient spring within 
the works, until the ninth, on which day he proceeded one stage, 
by the mausoleum of Sheikh Mubaurek Shah, to the station of Ker- 
mauje. But finding his reception here, from a certain Afghan chief, 
not exactly suitable to his dignity, or the claims of civilized society, 
he continued his march the same day, to Aseikan, Askina, or Aksica, 
where he was hospitably entertained in the habitation of Sheikh 
Abdal. On the tenth,f he passed through the defile ot Araumek, 
[Rame of De la Croix], and having taken some repose and dined, 
the same day proceeded to Kabul. Here leaving some of the ladies 
of the imperial family, who were unable to keep up with the necessary 
expedition, in charge of Mfibasher Bahauder, he continued his jour- 
ney, on the eleventh, to the head of the new canal of Mauhygueir, 
recently completed under Ins own instructions. From thence, on 
the twelfth, he proceeded to the station ofGherbaun, or Garban,and 
having encamped for the night, gave orders for the construction ol 
an extensive Rebbaut, or square, of brick and tile, for the accom- 
modation of travellers, the spot being situated at the junction of 
several roads. 

Hecontinued his march from Gherbaun, on the thirteenth of Rud- 
jiib, and proceeding two farsangs, or about sc\en miles, the manu- 
script exhibits ten farsangs, or 5d miles, and we have chosen that ot 
De la Croix as the more moderate computation, he passed through the 
defile of Shobertou and encamped at a place to which, in conscciuence 
■* llthof MbfcIi. f 17lli March. 
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of an eruplne chsorder, llial broke ont in biles upon lus legs and 
arms, bis attendants gave the name of Biiin.i khoushk — the abode 
of drought, or insaliihnoiisncss. Having been detained here three 
da\ s hv the seventy of his coinplnint, lie nas able to prosecute his 
journey on the fourth, nliich must have been the seventeenth of 
Rudiub,* in a litter con\c>ed by mules , but as the motion of these 
animals increased the ]iain ol his disorder, the oflicers of his house- 
hold took the litter on their own shoulders. And m this manner he 
was borne through the straits of Sciahbunie, being comiicllcd to 
cross the same river irom the commencement to the termination of 
the pass, probably that of Soraub, not less than eight and foity times; 
namely, six and twenty' times on one side of the ridge, and two and 
twenty on the other. This species of exercise, how'cier, seems to 
ha\e remo\ed his complaint altogether; and he proceeded aceoid- 
mgl} , on the eighteenth of the month, from the station of Soraub 
towards Bakaluin, and liaMiig halted to partake of a short repast at 
the Milage of Aukhcr, possibly in the neighborhood of the last men- 
tioned town, he continued his march the same day to Karabaiigh, or 
perhaps Karaboulac, as gnen in Do la Croix’s history. On the 
nineteenth, according to that author, he reached Semenkan, or 
Semenjaun, and proeeeded the same d.^ to Gaznik. On the twen- 
tieth, he prosecuted his lourney to Ivulm, and setting out from 
thence at noon, reached the banks ot the Jeyhun, in front of Termed, 
in the middle of the night betw'cen the twentieth and the twenty-first 
of lludjub •\ 

On the twenty-first, he proceeded by boat across the Jeyhun, and 
was met on the opposite bank by the princes Olbgh Beg, and Ibrau- 
hiniSfiltan, the queen consorts Serai Melek Khaunum, and Tomaun 
Aga, by the princess Beigesy Sultan his favorite daughter, and by a 
numerous assemblage of the magistrates and ehief eitizens ot Samar- 
kand and us dependencies, who bad hastened thus far to salute and 
congratulate their common sovereign on his triumphant return. 

Having remained at Termed for tw'o days, and after having been 
sumptuously entertained on the second day by the Khaunzadah AH- 
ul-Melek, a Seyud of the greatest distinction, and possibly the gov- 
* 24lh of March t 27th and 20lh of March. 
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ernor of that place, Teymiflr proceeded, on tnesday the twenty-third 
of the month,* to the Keshlauk, or winter palace oi Jahauri uiulk ; 
on the twenty.fourth to the baths of Turky, and on the Iweiitv-fiith,' 
he passed the iron gate, or strait of Koluga, and encamped on the 
river Bank. On the twenty-sixth, he continued his journey to 
Tchekedalic, on the t\V'-n.3^-seventh to Kouzimondar, and on the 
twenty-eighth, reached the station of Douibiltchein, w here he found 
his son Shah Rokh, who had repaired thus far from IJeral, to offer 
his homage of filial respect to his august pan ut. On the same day, 
Mirza Omar the son of Meiran Shah, whom, at his departure on the 
expedition, Teymfir had left in charge of the government of Samar- 
kand, and wdio, by his prudent and conciliatory demeanor, had merited 
his entire approbation, also appeared at court; and expeiumced a 
most gracious and distinguished reception from his imperial grandsire. 
On the tw'eniy-ninth, Teymfir proceeded to encamp on the little 
river Toum; and on the last day of Rudjub, he displayed his victo- 
rious horse-tails on the verdant meads in the neighhoihood of hie 
native city of Kesh. 

Here, employed on pious visitations to the tombs of his father, 
and children, and that of Sheikh Sbums-ud-dein Kolaur, the patron 
saint of the place, and in distributing alms to the fioor of the vici- 
nity, Teymur continued until the fourteentn of Shabaun.’f on w’hich 
day he quitted Kesh, and proceeded to encamp on the Roudek. On 
the fifteenth, he reached the Tcliunaur-rt bant, or hotel of the plane 
trees; on the sixteenth, be passed the inteivening mountain, and 
encamped at Kuilug ; and on the seventeenth, hcconiiniied liis jour- 
ney to Takht-e-k&ralchah, the palace which, as formerly described, 
he had caused to be built during one of his excursions from Samar- 
kand. On the eighteenth, he arrived at the Jvoushek, Kio'-k, or 
garden palace of Jahaun-nein^ ; on the nineteenth, he proccocled to 
the pleasure house of Ooulutabatl, and on inotiday the tv\entjeth of 
Shabaun, about nine in the morning, J he reached Ins palace in the 
garden ot D.lgiishai, in the neighborhood of Samarkand, wind) had 
been finished during his absence; and where a sumptuous and royal 
* 3Ulh of iVJarcb. i 20lb of Apnl, I 2otJi of April- 
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l^nncjuct y^rcptirccl I'^v illustrious rolntivcsj unci the inlinhitonts of 
the metropolis, now awaited his arrival.* 

On the (la\ follow ing, Teymur made liis entry into the metropolis; 
'^^'llere his fust ol\]ect, alter indulging in the recreation of his bath'-', 
was to visit the tomb of Kothem the son of the venerable Abbas. 
Trom thence, he proceeded to the hospital and almshouse, erected 
and ( miowed In Ins coinort romaun Aga ; after w'hich, he success- 
iM'lv Mill'd ilieseveial impi'nal palaces and gardens of the Baugh- 
e tchunaus Baugli-e-behishi, and Bau^h-c-belend. In the mean 
time, the captured elepliauts, which hatl remained behind with 
thehagnage ot the army, arrivi-d 'at Samarkand ; and by their prodi- 
gious hulk and singular structure, filled the natives ol the countr}’^^ 
unaccustomed to the spectacle, with admiration, and astonishment 
at the consummate skill displayed by the creator, in all his W’orks. 
The treasuies ot art, manutacture, and curiosity, acquired during the 
Indian expedition, were now distributed with unbounded liberality 
among the shal.zadahs, llie jiriucesst s of tlie imperial familv, the 
Ameiis and Nu\ans, and the nobility and principal inhabitants of 
Transoxiaiia. Saiirung the captive gorernor ot iMultaim, and the 
elder brother of Mullou Khaun the prime minister ol Delily, toge- 
ther w’lth tw'o of the elephants, and many articles ol the greatest 
rariijf and ralue, was dispatched to Asheirah on the frontiers of 
Khatai, in order to be presented to Mirza Mahommed Sulian ; W’ho 
commanded as w’e have already seen, in that remote quarter of the 
empire. Neither were anv ot the udal duels, or Ameirs, stationed 
on the other boundaries ot his extensive dominions, forgotten in this 
liberal dispensation ot their sovereign’s bounty. Not long afterwards, 
Shah Rokli w'as permitted to return to Herat, the metropolis of his 
government. 

Amidst these peaceful avocations, the design of erecting a‘ cathe- 
dral mosque in his capital did not escape the attention of Pevmfir • 
and on sundav the fourth of Ramzauuj' accordingly, the day fixed 

• Tor tins dry det.nl of the stace^ ot Tejnifir s journcN trmn the Indus lo 1ns t j|)ituJ, 
if an apology be required, it must besought form the eventual utility of suth iliiipraries, 
lo the purposes of geographaal lufornidtioii , and tne aiilhor of these pages would not 
regret his labor, if lliey presented manymore suth lolht perusal ol bis readers. 
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in the autumn of u Inch \c.\r. ami in consequence of a dangerous fall 
from his horse in hunting, and tlic uii'^kilful and improper treatment 
of his physicians, that prince hcrame subject to a \cry unhappy and 
deplorable derangement of intellects lienee his behavior became, 
in a variety ol iiistances, extremely capricious and e\tra\agant, and in 
every respect unworthj of his exalted station. Among the instances 
of cxtra^ agance recorded against him,'ve find it related that he would 
occasionally laj the treasures of his go\ ernment in places where they 
were at the discretion of c^ ery casual begear, and among circumstan- 
ces ofmore heinous criminality , It I'^laid tohis charge thalhe w'ould on 
theslightcst grounds condemn the innocent todie. In the early part of 
the hot season of the year se\cn hundred and ninety-nine, from no 
other inducement than a \ ague idea, that Sultan Ahmed would aban- 
don his capital at the ^ cry rumour of his approach, he led his troops 
tow aids Baghdad , and although intelligence was con\cyed to him on 
his arinal at Ibrauhimhk, that some among the higher orders of 
the inhabitants of Tebreiz, had entered into a confederacy host ile 
to his government, he persisted in his design, and in defiance of 
every suggestion of prudence, prosecuted his march to the gates of 
that capital. Stilian Ahmed, on the other hand, fully aware that, 
at such a season, the siege of the place was an undertaking of equal 
follv and temerity, instead of becoming again a fugitive, as had been 
fondly anticipated, determined to abide by his post, and made every^ 
preparation to defend himself In two davs, how’ever, after ho had 
thus unadvisedly engaged himselt before the metropolis of Irik, 
INIeiran Shah, in consequence ot intelligence from Tebreiz, announc- 
ing afresh, and wutli alarming frequencys the violent agitations wdiicli 
disturbed that capital, found himself, after all, constrained to abandon 
his ill-cbncerted scheme, and to return w'lth the utmost eelerity, to 
appease the commotions wdiich menaced the sub^erslon of his own 
pow'er , and which he did not fail to punish, on his arrival, w'lth equal 
severity and rigor — the Kauzy, or principal judge of Tebreiz, in par- 
ticular, being among the malcontents who suffered death for their 
turbulent and seditious practices, on this occasion. 

During the autumnal quarter of the same year, on some slight 
suspicion of hostility to his interests, and wuthout the smallest 
investigation into the grounds of his suspicion, he led an army against 
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Seyuf] j\JIj Erlaiit, the ruler of Shekky; whose territory he laid waste, 
and pillaged of every species of property. * 

Hence, as it was reasonable to apprehend, when accounts of the 
Shahzidali’s debauched and voluptuous indulgences, 'aggravated by 
these violent and unwarrantable proceedings, became circulated in 
the neighboring provinces, the Georgians, who had disappeared to 
their hiding places in the mountains, from the vengeance of the 
Mogliill armies, availed themselves of the opportumtv furnished, at 
tile same time, by the depaiture of Teymflr on liis Indian expedition, 
to resume tlieir hostile aggressions on the frontiers of the Empire. 
At this period, SGlian Sunjur the son of Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein* was 
engaged in the blockade of Alanjek, now reduced to the last extre- 
mity; although it still continued to hold out with singular pertinacity, 
against the Teymiirians, under Stlhan Taher the son.ofSftltan Ahmed 
of Baghdfid. A strong line of circumvallation thrown up, by the 
besiegers, around the whole circumference of the hill, seemed also 
to have cut off Irom the garrison all communication with the adjoining 
territory, andall hope of reliefirom without; and it wasatsuch a crisis, 
that JMelek Gflrguein, or Gregory, prince of Georgia, dispatched a su- 
perior force, tn order to raise the siege of this important place, and to 
attempt the deliveranceof Sultan Taher Totbis force, provoked bvthe 
recent w'an ton outrages committed by M iran Shah, on the territories 
ot Ins government, and however zealously attached to the authority 
of 'feymiir and the cause of Isl^m, Seyud Allv of Shekkv, imme- 
diately united his troops ; and the whole tog^'ther proceeded accor- 
dingly, w'lthout delay, to enter the province ot Azerbaijaun, on their 
way to AJanjek. Before such sup nor numbers, as soon as he 
became apprized that they were advancing against liim, Sfiltan 
Sunjur conceived it prudent to retire, and be accordingly rai'sed 
the siege, and withdrew to Tebreiz, where he communicated to 
Meiran Shah, amidst the voluptuaries to whom he had resigned 
himself, the circumstances under w'hich, on the verge of its accom- 
plishment, he had been compelled to abandon the service entrusted 

to his CBTG* 

• Perhaps it was Hadjy ‘Jeyf ud dein himself, aud that theprenoraeu ofShltan Supjur 
was only an additional’title bestowed upon him. 
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In order if pn';<5ible torctric\e the fli-^grace of a\1iic1i tins must 
have been the occasion, Mciran Shall employed his own son Aba 
Bukker, accompanied by the same SCiltan Suiijur, with Iladjy Ab- 
dvillah Abbas, ami an ailditional force, which was now' led to repel 
the eneniN and to resume the position l)efore Alanjt-k. In the mean 
time, the Georgians had accomplished their object in approaching 
that place, b\ the liberation of Sultan Taber; w ho had hastened to de- 
scend from Ins post on the appearance of his deliverers, leaving Hadjy 
Salah and Siddi \hmed Ally bhahy, totjether with three Georgian 
Ornaw ers,orOznaw ers, a title of nobility with that nation, behind him, 
in order to continue the defence of this important fortress. llaMiig 
therefore, nothino: further in view in this quarter, than what related 
to the safet\ of Siiltan 'faher, the Georgians were on their march 
from Alanjek homewards, when they fell in with the Tebrizian army, 
with whom a conflict now' uinuoidably ensued, in winch the latter 
being defeated, both on the ru’ht and left, by the superior force of 
their ad\ersaries, although Son ud Alh the chief of Shekky was 
killed in the battle, Mirza Aba Bukker, alter signalizing himself by 
the most conspicuous gallantrv, conceived it adMsable to quit the 
field to his opponents, who w'ere then permitted to continue their 
retreat into their naii\e country, w itluuit further interruption. 

All this time, ne\ ertbeless, 'Meiran Shah, to the entire and shameful 
neglect of all public business, continued so complelelj immersed in 
his pleasures, that the aflairs of his goveriimein, w'ere suffered to tall 
into the most ruinous slate of contusion , so that on his return to 
Samarkand, from Ins memorable expedition to Delily, one of the 
earliest pieces of information that reached Teymur wms the very 
precarious and unsettled condition of affairs in Azerbaijaun. Not 
long afterwards, the consort of iSleiran Shah, ilie highborn Kliaun- 
Zidah in person, repaired to Samarkand, to complain of some gross and 
unmerited insults w Inch she had sustained from her liu'«band,as w ell as 
to represent thedisorder in Ins intellects; expressly declaring, at the 
same time, that nothing but the immediate presence of thesovereigii in 
Azerbaijaun could prevent the open and actual revolt of the infatuated 
prince, against his father’s authority. These untoward circumstances 
are assigned, at all events, as the causes which limited the stay of Tey- 
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A. Dawk occasion, to the period of four months; at 

Iotzumis! !"® termination of which, it was finally resolved to proceed once more 
su0a. into western Persia. And the Tawatcheis, or imperial commissaries, 
were accordingly dispatched to the different provinceb of the empire', 
in order to summons the several contingents, without delay, to join 
the imperial standard, fully equipped in all respects for a distant 
warfare of seven years. 

In concurrence with instructions to this purpose, Seyud Kbaujah, 

Sheikh AllyBahauder,Jahaun MeJek, and PcirMahommed PuJaud,u nil 

other distinguished chiefs attached to the government of Khorassaun, 
hastened to Herat ; in order to convey to Shah RoKh, his fathers com- 
mands to march with the troops of his province, into Azerbaijaun, pre- 
viously dispatching a division in advance, underSulimanSliali, towards 
the capital of Tebreiz. In obedience to these commands, the advanced 


division thus indicated was immediatel}^ dispatched by Shah Roklo 
under SAIiraan Shah, accompanied, at the same time, by Seyud Khnu- 
jah; and, as soon as they could be assembled, he proceeded in person 
with the remainder of the troops of the province, taking the route of 
Bostaum and Damaghaun. Receiving, however, on hisarrn.il .at 
Jaujerem, advices b}^ Towukkel Kerkera, that the main body of tlic 
imperial armies, after crossing the Oxus, would pursue the route of 
Damaghaun, and that the division of Khorassaun must therefore 
proceed by that of Shasemnaun and Asterabad, the Slmhz.‘ulah 
immediately altered the direction of his march, and drew off to tlie 
right, into Mazanderaun, where, through the difficultv of the roads, 
and the noxious herbage in the swamps and forests of that liarb.iroiis 
country, he lost the greater part of the cattle ol liis army. After 
sustaining the greatest hardships, and privations in every form, he 
succeeded at length, notwithstanding, in conclnctwfr bis troop-, to 
Feyrouzkoli ; Irom whence he was enabled to continue his march 


without turther obstacle. 

In the mean time, having left his grandson ISIahommcd Siiltan, to 
preside during his absence over the important provinces ol 1 ma.m, 
or that part of his dominions which lies to the c.istw.wd ol the 
and having sent the Mirzas Eskunder and Omar ShtiUi, to ta .e 
charge of Andegaun, and the government of Fcrghannah, cvmnr 
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quitted Samarkand once more, on the eighth day of Mohurrim, ol the 
emht hundred and second of the hid]erah,*' and proceeded across the 
Jevhiin, at Termed, to Balkh, where he took up his abode in the 
mansion ot Ameir Yadgaur Berlas. the governor of that city, by whom 
he as most hospitald} entertained during his stay. From thence 
he continued his march to Saurck Kemesh of Jaum f Here he was 
Msited by the princesses Melket Aga, and Gouher Shaud Aga, botli 
the wives of Shah Rokli, the former of whom look this opportunit}', 
of presenting to his grandsire her infant son Seyurghetmesh, horn in 
the month of Ramzaun,of theprcccding year. From the neighborhood 
of Jaum he dispatched ISlirza Rustum, accompanied by Ameir 
Sounjek. at the head of two thousand horse, to join his elder brother 
Peir Mahommed the son of Omar Sheikh, at Shirauz , with orders to 
proceed together from that place, with the troops of the pro\ince. 
towards Baglidad Tejmtlr then prosecuted his march by the route 
of Ne^shapur and Bostaum. or Bistaum, skirting the territory of Rey, 
to the village, or smaller tow n of Ayw-atinek , at which station he was 
joined by Shah Rokh, and the division w ith w Inch, as we have already 
noticed, he had, according to his instructions, passed w’lth so much 
difficult} through Mazanderaun 

On the other hand, Ameir Suliman Shah, who had proceeded 
tow aids Tebreiz, with the advanced division of the troops of Ivhoras- 
saun, received on his arrival at Rey, from the statements of Beyan 
Koutchein, sufficient confirmation with lespect to the unfortunate 
malady which had attacked the brain of Aleiran Shah. Conceiving 
therefore, that a continuation of bis march to Tebreiz, and an interview 
with the Shahzadah, in the present posture of affairs, w'ould be ex- 
tremely unadvisable, if not hazardous, he proceeded straight forw’ard 
to Hamadaun , where he determined to remain until circumstances 
should further arise to govern his conduct. In the mean time, 
receiving intelligence of his approach, Mirza Aba Bukker, and Meiran. 
Shah in person, or, according to others, the former on his own 
authority, with the advice of his father’s Ameirs, dispatched a letter 

* 9lh September, 1399. 

t ^'betbertlns be an addiuonal appellative of Jaum, or a place in the neigbborboodj is 
not \ et clear. 

V'OL. in. . 2 Q 


A H. 002 
A D 1390. 

Hou7iit-ns- 

sulT.i. 



298 


>*'t»”i398 ‘"'’'■““g '’™ ‘0 'lasten to Tebreiz. without appro. 

Rouzut-us* ^^"Sion. With this invitation he was easily induced to coninK • 

and from that place, two days after his arrival, he finally prevailed 

upon Meiran Shah to proceed, without further delay, to the camp of 
his father. ' ‘ 


At this period Teymur had left the territory of Rey considerably 
in his- rear, and soon afterwards, Meiran Shah, wuth his retinue, 
entered the imperial encampment. On the first day, he was, howei er,’ 
forbidden to entei the presence of his fither; and on the second (hy] 
although he was p*ermitted to prostrate himself at the foot of the 
throne, with the presents which he had prepared for the purpose of 
abating the royal displeasure, his reception in other respects, in con- 
sequence of the heavy charges of delinquency conveyed against him, 
continued, nevertheless, extremely cold and discouraging. In the 
mean time, commissioners had been dispatched to Tebreiz, to inspect 
the accounts of the public treasury; from which it was sufficiently 
ascertained, that for severalyears, no less than two parts, out of three 
perhaps, of the revenues of the state, had been indiscriminately 
squandered away among his thoughtless favorites, by the infatuated 
prince, during the paroxysms of his folly. And since it appeared 
that in his licentious excesses, his frantic indulgence of an inordinate 
passion for wine and music, he had been chiefly encouraged by the 
excitements and example of the bards and minstiels, who composed 
the associates of his pleasures, some of them the most eminent in 
genius and skillofthe age and country in which they lived, these were 
seized, and condemned to expiate, by an ignominious death on tlie 
gallows, their participation in the follies of an infatuated volupluari. 
and the sentence was earned into execution, without the slightest 


regard to the tears of the muses, or to the acknouledged claims ofgem- 
us and talents however distinguished. It is, at the same time, ohsenrd 
that, although the associates of his pleasures ucre thus condemned 
to sutler by the bands of the executioner, and the « hole of h/s <'d- 
lowers of every class forever banished his pres ncc, the Shah/ dab 
W^as himself permitted, neverlheless, to retain Ins place at couri, as 
usual, abuie dll the punces of the blood, and duritig the ,ri;- 

uxpeditions into Syria and the donon.ons of the Sultan of l.,'M-. 
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to '"f ‘he d,ssent,ons winch prevailed 

Kouzut-us. ers of his court, ‘he MBumlouk Beys, on the death of Welch 

«,i«. Berkouk, and on the accession of Melek Feredje,orFaredjc, the son of 

that prince, with a precarious and iJl supposed authority'. In the third 
place, followed accounts from China, which annonnced that Beth- 
ghoui, or Tangouz Khaun, the monarch of that vast country, after a 
protracted course of infidelity, had terminated liis mortal ekibtence; 
leaving his empire in a state of anarchy and confusion entirely 
favorable to the designs of the first invader. And last of all, though 
not in importance the least, was the information now received, of the 
demise ofKhuzzer Khaujah Oglilan, the monaich of Jettah, onnterior 
Tartarj^; and of the contest which had arisen, for the siicces';ioii, 
between his children Shumma Jahaun, Sheir Ally, and Shahjaliaun 
Oghlan, in consequence of the violent and selfish counsels of the evil 
disposed. 

As a sequel to this last piece of intelligence, it was at the same 
time, announced that a considerable force, taking advantage of the 
prevailing distractions, had proceeded from Andegaun, under tlic 
command of Mirza Eskunder the son of Omar Sheikh, to invade the 
' territory of Jettah, and the adjoining country of the MCgliiils; in 

which the aspiring ambition of the young prince, at this period not 
more than fifteen years of age, was successful in an eminent degree. 
But as It has contributed to throw some additional light upon the 
geography of these remote and unexplored regions, we shall venlure 
to accompany the author in his sketch of the operations of this inci- 
dental expedition. 

It would, therefore, appear, that when the young prince heenrne 
apprized of the death of Khuzzer Khaujah, and of the disturbances 
which had ensued in the government of lus country, he early deter- 
mined to avail himself of such an opportunity; and Inn ing,accortlingb, 
assembled a competent force at Andegaun, beseems to 
directly to the eastward, accompanied by Peir Malionmud og i,u 
Bouga, Yourek Berks, Ccyan Temur the son of IJegtcliel.. .iml oiln r 
Ameirs attached to his court. On his arrival iii the nii!; i “ 
of Kashghar, the Shahzadah was lurther joined liy v ^ 

, ' bouga, lUiodadaud [nco,/o,e] the son of flusscjne, bliums ■ . 
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Abbas, aiul other chiefs, stationed on the fiontiers of Jettah. With 
these he proceeded south-east, first to Yaurkent,\vhicli was given 
up to pillage , after which, overrunning the several districts of 
Saur<k Keminesh, Kelapem, Alligoule, and others, which it would 
hi in vain to search tor in a*map, he came before a place of some 
streiwth, the name ot which, it it were of any importance, is omit- 
t(d in the manuscript. Probably it was the Aouje described, m 
De la Croix’s noik, as a province in Moglihlstaiin. However, with 
considerable exertion, the prince finally made himself master of it. 

Fioin this place, Eskunder next directed his march towards Auksti, 
described as consisting of three distinct fortresses closely communi- 
cating with each other, or, possi^bly, of three ramparts one within the 
other, and furnishing to the inhabitants of .the surrounding districts 
a secure retreat under circumstances of distress and danger. Howe- 
ver, after the Shahzadah had in vain employed all the usual methods 
of attack for its reduction, during a period of nearly forty days, the 
inhabitants at last, with a suitable present, conveyed proposals of 
submission to their besiegers , at the same time, as a sacrifice to 
ensure the pieservation of their own propel ty, they barbarously 
expelled from the place a number of Khataian, or Chinese merchants, 
who had possibly relied on the Ians of hospitality for a protection 
against robbery and violence. These concessions on the part of the 
garrison proved satisfactory to the Shahzadah, who immediately di- 
rected his troops to cease hostilities It is, nevertheless, represented on 
the other hand with some variation by different historians, that when 
the besieged, at the expiration of about twelve days, had evinced a 
disposition to treat, and the Shahzadah had consented to grant terms 
to the garrison, they suddenly retracted from their proposals, and 
recurred to hostilities. In consequence of which, enraged at then 
audacity, the young prince resumed the operations of the siege, with 
encreasing \ igor and act vity , and having finally obtained possession of 
the place by assault, put the whole of the male inhabitants capable 
of bearing arms to the sword, and made captives of the women and 
children. 

AYhen he had, at all'events, made himself master of Auksfi, Mirza 
Eskunder detached some squadrons of his army towards Baey, or 
Paey, and Konsen , two stations described by the author as the suni» 
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“f ‘‘"f "■'"‘^■•quarters of the Moghfll tnbes of that part ofTartarv. 

Eoiiaui-us- ' places the inhabitants were either destroyed or dis 

snffa. persed, after which the troops proceeded to the district of Taurem 
which^ they overran and pillaged, with the ordinary seventy. The’ 
Shahzadah then- led his army towards Khoten. 

From Khoten, the capital of the territory of the same name, we 
are here informed that to Khaunb^Iegh, or Cambalu, or Pekin, east- 
ward nearly under the same parallel of latitude, is a distance of one 
hundred and sixty-one niunzuls, or stages, or perhaps days journey 
by caravan; all of which have been distinctly laid down, by geogra- 
phers, through a habitable country furnishing the necessary supply 
of water and every article of subsistance for the traveller.* There 
is, however, a shorter route, by which the frontiers of China might be 
reached in forty days ; but in this the traveller would find nothing for 
the support of existence, nothing but sand, light and moveable sand, 
during the whole of his perilous journey. With respect to the former 
route, we learn, from Deia Croix’s work more particularly, that they 
reckon from Khoten to- Kara Khojab, five and thirty d^ys’ journey ; 
from Kara Khojah ta Tetcaoul, the frontier station of China, where 
there IS a, wall fthe great wallj extending betweeen two mountains, 
with a great gate, and several Yamkhaunabs, or courier stations cal- 
culated also for the accommodation of travellers, thirty days’ journey; 
from thence'to Ghenjanfou [Kingyanfouj one of the cities of China 
within the great wall, fifty-one days’ journey; and from the latter 
place to.Cambalec, or Khaunbalegh, forty days. In all one hundred 
and fifty-seven days’ journey; of which sixty six without, and 
ninety-one within the wall. It is added that from Khoten to Kash- 
ghar, north-west-ward, is a distance of fifteen days journey, and from 
Kashghar to Samarkand, of five and twenty days, making from 
Samarkand to Pekin, altogether, a distance of one hundred and ninety 
seven days journey. We shall further remark, from the same author, 
that the stones of the two rivers of Khoten, the Oraccaush and 


The longitudinal distance between Khoten and Pekm. according to the best maps is a 
least 1840 miles, but this, in consequence of the eMeusncdcuations to avoid the great 
deserts on either Jiand, mW be easily encreased to one third more; at the ^maJ e.t compu- 
tation, that of 20 miles to a day'sjourney, it ^vould, however, gne 32-0 m.Ies-at U, 

2416 miles. 
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K&racausli, both haMng their source in the western mountains of A. II.R02 
Karansout^g, by winch it is separated from little Tibet, furnish a 
quantity ot jasper, u Inch is an article of considerable exportation to sutlii. 


-various countries. 

From the inhabitants of Khoten, Mirza Eskunder appears to have 
experienced a reception every way favorable, and he is described, 
vitliout difficulty, to have brought the whole ot that country to sub- 
mit to the authority of Teymilr , after winch he returned to Kashghar, 
•where he passed the succeeding winter. In the mean time, from 
among the most beautiful of the maidens of Khoten, he selected two 
toghuz, or lots of nine each, to be conveyed as part of a present to his 
imperial grandsire , and another lot of the same description of beau- 
ties, w'ltli nine of the finest horses, he dispatched for Ins couzin 
german Iilahoramed Sultan, by wdiom the whole was, however, 
rejected with disdain. In this place it becomes necessary to explain 
that Mahommed Sultan, who had been left by Tej’mhr to preside in 
chief over the territory eastw'ard of the Oxus, had long since pro- 
ceeded from Samarkand, w'lth a view' of joining in the expedition 
towards Jettah , but finding that Mirza Eskunder had thought fit to 
hasten his departure without awaiting the arrival of the superior au- 
thority, he now' rejected the proffered presents with scorn, and return- 
ed in displeasure to the capital of his government. 

Accordingly at the return of spring, when Mirza Eskunder com- 
menced his journey tow'ards the same capital of Samarkand, informa- 
tion was conveyed to him that his kinsman, extremely incensed at 
his conduct, had arranged measures for the seizure of his person. In 
consequence, becoming alarmed at the danger, the young prince 
returned upon his steps, and shut himself up in the fortress of Ande- 
gaun. This circumstance, w'liich appears to have had no other object 
than personal security, w'as immediately construed by the Ameirs of 
the province, .such as Peir Mahommed Togh&.i Bouga, and Peir Had- 
jy Melesh, into an indication of determined hostility" tow'ards the 
imperial government; and having, w'lth this impression, assembled 
their feodatories, they proceeded w'lthout further delay to surround 
the prince in the place which he had chosen for his asylum. After 
some previous communication with his besiegers, Eskunder having. 
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AD UM. .nduced by some means or oll.er to lay aside l„. 

Kouz.it-ns- a garden enclosed and bcniitificd l>^ h,. 

sufTa. father Omar Sheikh, without the fort, his person uas seized mthout 
further difficulty, by the associated Ameirs; who iinmediatolv dis- 
patched to Mahommed Sultan a report of their procecdincrs, and a 
request for fuitlier instructions. Mirza Eskunder and Ins followers 
were soon afterwards conveyed to Samarkand, u here the person of 
the young prince was soon placed under competent security , but 
ins Atabek, or preceptor, Beyan Temur the son of Bcgtchek, and stv 
and twenty of his retainers were condemned to suffer death, for the 
errors m which they had engaged their pnncipal. 

In the mean time, the period dunngyvhich he remained cncninped 
'at K^rabaugli, was employed by Teymiir in giving scope to, and 
bringing to maturity his projects of vengeance against the Georgians, 
for their audacious interruption of the siege of Alanjek, and llieir 
liberation of Sfiiltan Taher. When, therefore, his arrangements «cre 
complete, the Tcheghat^ian monarch, having previously dismissed 
his vassals Ameir Ibrauhim prince of Shiivaun, and Seidy Ahmed ot 
Shekky, to their respective governments, yvith a selection ol ihrie 
tenths taken Trom among the soldiers, and ten day«’ proyisioiis, pro- 
ceeded by forced marches across the Peninsula, to tlic banks o( the 
KArr, leaving the -main body of Ins army with the heavy ba^Lra^o in 
their former encampment. A bridge was speedily throun across flic 
river, and the imperial troops having passed with cijnal facility and 
good order to the opposite bank, Teymfir yvas there rejoined by the 
‘Princes of Shirvaun and Shekky, v itli their respective eontin-cnt.. 
Continuing his march, Teymur proceeded by the to»n of Slid Ij, 
towards the pass of Khumsha, a post two days’ journey uifliin tfnir 
impermeable forests, in which the Georgians liad lodged tlirmsilv. ^ 

mgreatforce, under:, chief also of the same name orKhu.rish,. A- ihr. 

post was no otherwise nccossiWe. the troops ..ere cinplo.w. „„ ,..i,t 
delay, with ’their saws and hatchets, to cut a pass.ige ihroi... , - hi, h 
the; finally accomplished, in spile ol the hcatj snou nh.W, HI r.r 
0 period of SIX and t« enty days without inter, nissimi, 1 Im u- ' . 
‘wL then attacked, and dcie.Ued «ith homtd, sh,i;d,t. r. ih nUh 
surface of the mountain being steeped in the blood of th. ■ !, iii, t., , 


crn«;uU'Tnhlc roxuul, nntl rxluhuing no imperfect resemblance 

to a betl of tnlipfi. 

Kluini*ilin tin prince of tins tribe f>fGenrginn‘;contn\o(l, bower or, to 
c fr< ct Ins t srnpe from the srcneol r.\riini;e,nlilionpb elosclr pursued by 
llu \ munini>-, to the einnnire ol .niotlu r formidable pass, called llic 
)rass of A nksii — the Lencorbo is or w lnt<' river )H’rb.\jis. It being, bow- 
er er. notorious that tberr liob'r'l tlienntir esnf the snrroiindiiigierritor\ , 
rrcro immoderntelr addicted to the us'‘ of rrinc, and, ns if in ronteinjit 
of one of tlie most obrious pr< eepis of M.dioiinm dmi ortliodo\y. 
that they made a practice ol «ren baibiiig the bodies of tlieir dead 
in ibe generous lujunl. b< for«' tlier romnntt< d tlum to the grnre, 
Ter imir pare immediate direetions that <’Vt ry rine. and rniornrd 
ibroupboul tbo country, slionld l»e inVcn up br tin* roots, and utterly 
destror cd , and, niorenr ( r, as far ns possible to abolish from the minds 
of the naliros ererv trace of the religious s\.stem of tbcir fathers, 
crerr cbnrcli, and pi ice of cbrisiian rrorslnp, r\ as lerelleii to the 
pround, leaMiip in sliort, thronpliont tlicrrholcof tins region, neither 
frnii-hi armg tree, nor ilu* vestige of any habitation rrbicli could 
indicate ni.nir sinpo that it had ever been the abode of human beings. 
1 lie (h sirorer r\as, nercrtlu b ss, t(*nipelled for the pri-sent, by the 
conlnnud neors of iho season, and the diflituliy of procuring sub- 
sistancc for bis troops, to suspend the rrork of dernslntion, and to 
return. borr cr cr loaded rr iili bootr .across ibc Kiirr, to Ins cantonments 
near KJirabaupb. 

It has been alrcadr noticed that, rrben in llic neighborhood of 
.Taum, on bis recent march torvards A/crbaijaiin, Teymur bad ’dis- 
patched bis grandson j\Iirra Ilustum ibc son of Omar Sbeikb, to join 
bis biotbcr Pcir Jdnbommcd at Sbirauz, rritli further instructions to 
proceed, together w itb that prince, tow ards Baghdad. Mirza Ilustum 
hastened accordingly to Sliirauz, and, on bis arrival at that place, was 
received by bis brother with every demonstration of regard , and 
distinction. Shortly aftcrw ards, Amcir Sounjek, w illi bis nephew' 
Hubsnn Jandaur, and Ilussun Jogbdaw’iil, both employed under Peir 
Maboinmed, was sent in advance by the route of Tustur, towards 
Baphdkd, and be was followed at a convenunit interval in the same 
diri ciioii, by the tw 0 Mirzas Peir Maboinmed and RClstum, the Ameirs, 
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S^eid -Berlas, and Ally Beg Eissa, this latter akin to Ameir Abbas 
being left, in conformity with the instructions of Teymiir, to provide 
for the security of Shirauz. Peir Mahommed had, lionet er, pro- 
ceeded no further than Noubendejaun, when he pretended sickness, 
and embraced the opportunity of returning to the capital of his 
government. Mirza Rfistum and the other Ameirs, notwithstanding 
this defection, continued their march by Dezhfhll, the village, o" 
station of the bridge, on the rrver of Tustur, pillaging the country as 
they passed along, the whole way to Mundely; where they appear 
to have arrived in the former Jummaudy, of the year eight hundred 
and two.^ At Mundely, which was then a town of some importance 
dependent on Baghdad, the Teymiirians were opposed, however 
unsuccessfully, by Ameir Ally Kullunder, who commanded on the 
^art of ’Siiltan Ahmed Jull^eir; and who was defeated with little 
difficulty, by the force under Mirza Riistiira, the latter permitting 
the place to be entirely plundered, and, in a great measure, destroyed 
by his followers. 

Having as werbave just seen returned to Shirauz, under thepretence 
of illness, and yielding further to the mischievous counsels of those 
unprincipled advisers who are too frequently permitted to haunt the 
society, and mar the best intentions of the great, Peir Mahommed 
proceeded to exhibit so many proofs of misgovernment and malignant 
.depravity, as could not fail to render his character equally dangerous 
and detestable, since he did not scruple to avail himself of the nefar- 
ious acts of the poisoner, in order to remove those persons whOj'appear- 
ed obnoxious to his views. These odious and disloyal practices were, 
however, promptly discovered by some of his own domestics, to Abii 
SSeid Berlas, and the accusation being repeated to bis face, when 
made the subject of public ]n\ estigation before an assembly of the 
Ameirs, the Shahzadah was confined, without further ceremony, to 
Ihe castle of Kohendezh ; Abfi Smd himself taking up his residence 
in the same fortress, for the greater security of his person, and dis- 
patching to the imperial head quarters, to announce the extrcmiticfl 
to which he had been compelled to resort, under these untoward 

circumstances. 
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In consrqiipncp of tlu^ ’•orpipt of the«!p di‘?patcbes from AbA Saeid, 
Ameir AllaluKiud was directed, by TcymOr, to proceed immediately 
to Shirauz; iii order to bring to justice the seditious profligates who 
had been conceined in misleading the unfortunate Peir Mahommed* 
and to establish Mirra RAstum in the government of the province, 
in the room of Ins misguided brother. On his arrival at Shirauz, m 
'conformity with his instructions, Ameir Allahdaud instantly put to 
death three of the most notorious of the prince’s evil counsellors, 
struck off the hands and feet of a fourth, and threw the remainder 
into bonds ; dispatching, at the same time, to Mirza Rustum, in the 
territory of Baghdad, the letters patent of his appointment. These 
were delivered to Mirza Rfistum at Mundely, subsequent to the 
defeat of Ally Kullunder recently noticed ; and the young prince 
did not the less hasten to return to Shirauz, because his advancement 
had arisen on the degradation of his brother. Ameir Sounjek pro- 
ceeded, at the same time, by the route of Jeijemaul, to join the imperial 
head quarters at this period at K^rabaugh. 

On the other hand, on his discomfiture by Mirza Riistum and, 
the TeymArian Ameirs at Mundely, Ally Kullunder had fled in, 
dismay to Baghdad, where, together with the circumstanced of hig 
disgrace, he communicated no small degree of alarm to Siiltan Ahmed, 
who directed the gates of the city to be immediately closed, lest the 
victorious Teymurians might enter with the fugitiyes. At this crisis, 
an evept occurred, which, however ip appearance, inauppicious at the 
outset, through the influence of that uneiring destiny which seems 
to have governed his affairs, finally terminated, like all other contin-. 
genmes, in promoting the prosperity and grandeur of Teymfir. 

The government of Khfizistaun had, at a, former period, been, 
entrusted under theTeymfirian authority, to acertain Ameir Shiryaun, 
of whom little mot« is known further than what hap brought his, 
name in question, on the present occasion. In effect, resigning the 
whole of his faculties to the accumulation of wealth, this man, so. 
undeservedly selected, did not scruple to exercise every species of 
violence and injustice, in order to gratify the ruling propensity of his, 
mindi and putting to death many of the citizens of Haw^izah, or Ahfi- 
auz sometimes so sailed, and ex.torting immense property from Shums,- 
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Id.Iwo. opulent inhab.tantsofthe pro- 

J^ouzut-us- finally completed the measure of his inquities, bv ^ointr over 

accompanied by one thousand horse completely armed an □'’equipped’ 
to Siiltan Ahmed at Baghdad, by .vhom he was most favombly 
received, and immediately raised to the highest distinctions under his 
government. Shortly afterwards, notwithstanding, as ifequally regard- 
less of prefent, and of formei obligations, if it was not indeed as might 
very easily be conceived, the result of a pieconcerted plan with his 
'late sovereign, Shirwaun proceeded to tamper privately with tlie 
■courtiers of the Stlltan of Baghdad; some of whom he found means 
to purchase at the price of ten thousand, others at no less a sum than 
'three hundred thousand dinaurs. Among those who were not able 
to resist the all subduing influence of gold on this occasion, was the 
princess Wufla Khautiin, the aunt of the Sultan, by whom he had 
been brought up from his cradle ; and who, to this moment, had 
neverceased to manifest towards him,every.proof of the fondest attacli- 
ment. It so happened, however, that a memorandum of the sums 
thus distributed, and of the individuals to whom they were allotted, 
was accidentally dropped by a clerk in the service of Siiirnaun ; and 
falling'into the hands of Kourah Bahauder, one of the Sultan’s oflicers, 
was by him delivered to his master, at the very crisis at which, in 
consequence of ins apprehensions of the approach of the Teymurian 
armies, he had given orders to secure the gates of tlie capital. The 
horrors of domestic treason were scarcely of a nature to dimmish the 
alarm of foreign attack ; and the sura of ten thousand dinaurs liav- 
haviDgbeen placed in this catalogue of corruption to the crcditof 
Raflya, one of his ministers in whose attachment he possibly reposed 
with more than ordinary confidence, the Sfiltau’s apprehensions were 
aggravated a thousand fold. Hun, therefore, he determined to make 
sure. of, and immediately sending for him, on the spot cut Ins throat 


with his own hand. 

At the period of this discovery Amcir Shirwaun had been detach- 
ed, together with Kiittub Heydery and some other commanders, on 
an expedition against the tribe of Aneyraut , and to these commnm - 
ers, through the raediuo, of Yodgaur the Stiltan’s A’-'"""''""’ ”[ 
<-tand equerry, instructions were now conveyed to tahe off the he- 
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of tins turbulent exile, and bring it to court. The instruction*; were 
earned into execution wiiboul demur; and llic Aincirs immediately' 
repaired to Baghdad, coiueving with them the ghastly proof of their 
prompt obedience. Shortly alter he had thus removed the principal 
obiect of his vengeance, Silltau Ahmed proceeded furthermore to dis- 
pose of such of the members of his court, as he had reason to suspect of 
ha\ ing corruptly abetted the design of subverting his authority. Ac- 
cordingly, having directed each of these persons, composing in fact 
the most distinguished of his ofliccrs, to he brought separately to his 
closet, he introduced the subject by demanding whether it was to be 
tolerated that such a one, naming the indnidual to whom he referred, 
who had been raised to wealth and honor through the bounty of his 
government, should by any groundless, or unprovoked perversion of 
principle, be induced to espouse the cause of his enemies , and he con- 
cluded by further dLinandmg, in such a case of perfidy and ingratitude, 
what course seemed most adMsable to pursue. The individual 
replied on his knees, in tlie usual language of adulation, that whate- 
ver his sovereign thought fit to ordain, ns founded on the dictates of 
unerring wisdom, would doubtless command the entire approbation 
of his faithful servants. Tlie Sultan further observed that if he were 
disposed to make choice of the person to whom his discourse was 
now' directed, as the object of his regard and confidence, it would 
probably be to experience the same proofs of disloyalty and ingrati- 
tude, and he vv^s answered with the most solemn assurancesof zeal and 
fidelity in the execution of whatever he might be pleased to com- 
mand. Sultan Ahmed then proceeded more explicitly to state that 
there was a certain individual by whom he had, in this respect, been 
most injuriously treated, and that if he w'ould but do him justice on 
the ingrate, the family, the wealth, and every thing belonging to the 
traitor, would be his immediate recompence. The unfortunate man 
had, however, no sooner executed on his part the design for which he 
had been selected, than another was prevailed upon by the same in- 
ducements to be the executioner of a similar plan of vengeance on 
himself. And by this,, or some other expedient of the kind, if any 
credit be due to the statement of the original, in one short week did 
Silltan Ahmed contrive to cut off no less than two thousand mdividu- 
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-- — been destroyed at a distance. 
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•uffk. On this occasion, while the S6ltan w as thus, like a maniac, emratred 
in the immolation of such a multitude ol his unoffending subjects 
one day descending the steps of his palace, be was not ashamed to 
tell ovei to aferausb, or common sweeper, the names of those unhappy 
persons, whom he had heen just dispatching to their long account. 
“Excellent!” replied the man, “ so long as you and I remain alive,* 
it matters not what becomes of the rest of the world ” The remark 
produced some impression upon the infatuated prince, who immedi- 
ately thiew away his sword, and smiling at its import, pardoned the 
man for the freedom of his expression. His jealous vengeance was, 
however, not extinguished until the nurse of his infancy, the princess 
Wuffa KhautAn already noticed, was smothered by a bolster at 
Wausset, and numbers of the ladies and female domestics of the 
haram had perished by his own hand. It is at the same time stated, 
with some variation, that Wuffa KhautAn, and the other femalei 


who had unfortunately excited the suspicions of the Sultan, were by 
his orders embarked together in a boat on the Tigris, on the pretence 
of being conveyed to Wausset, and all drowned m the mid-channcl 
of that rivejr. 


The tyrant had, by this time, rendered his palace a frightful soli, 
tude, none being suffered to approach but the purveyors of his kitch- 
en; by whom, on a concerted signal, without entering the gate, the 
provisions necessary to his subsistance were consigned to the few mis- 
erable females, who were yet permitted to remain in attendance upon 

his person. At last, w'hen he had become sufficiently weary of this 
life of seclusion and despair, be directed six of his domestics, on 
whom he still continued to repose some confidence, to convey seven 
of his fleetest horses to the opposite, or western bank of the Tigris; 
and having repaired to the same spot, during the obscurity of a dark 
night, he made the best of his way, accompanied by these six domes- 
tics only, to the camp^of Kkra Yussuf the Turkman; which without 
fnrther accident he reached in perfect safety, his good subjects at 
Baghdad continuing to suppose that he was still immure nit iin ic 

precincts of his palace. 
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TIic Siiltan, in the mean time, ^\^th a baseness not often paralleled, 
ib said to hn^e proposed to the Turkman, the pillage of his own for- 
saken capital ; and i\ith this design he immediately accompanied the 
predatory chief to the banks of the Tigris, opposite to the town ; 

here having marked out a camp for his Turkman allies he proceeded 
himself across the iiver in a boat, in order to make such further ar- 
rangements as were necessary to ensure the final execution of his 
plan. Suddenly repenting, however, of the atrocious wickedness of 
such a design, he prudently receded on the very verge of execution; 
and a^ ailing himself of the opportunity to procure an adequate num- 
ber of his finest horses, with these and such arms furniture and 
costly effects, as he conceived uould answer his purpose, he returned 
to KaraYiissuf, the rapacity of who<?e followers he thus contrived to 
appease, without exposing the devoted city to the enormities of a 
general pillaee. 

In the midst of these scenes of domestic distraction, the Sultanas 
apprehensions of the approach of the Teymhrian armies were, howe- 
ver, not suffered to subside ; for, towards the close of the eight hun- 
dred and second of the hidjerah,* the emissaries whom he employed 
to watch the movements of his enemies conveyed intelligence to him, 
that the imperial standard was advancing in the direction of Sevauss; 
and it immediately occurred to him, that his retreat to that quarter 
would be extremely precarious, if not entirely cutoff, should the 
Teymurians once effect their entrance into Anatolia and Syria. 
Without further delay he determined, therefore, to quit Baghdad 
altogether; and accordingly taking with him the whole of w'hat re- 
mained of his family, and the most valuable part of his property, he 
proceeded in company wnth K4ra Yftssuf and his Turkmans across 
the Euphrates, directing his course towards Aleppo. In the neigh- 
borhood of that city he found himself opposed by Teymur Taush the 
governor, at the head of a numerous body of the troops of Egypt and 
Syria; whom, however, after an obstinate conflict, through the assis- 
tance of his Turkman allies, he finally defeated, the vanquished retir- 
ing in dismay within the walls of Aleppo. Being, at the same time, 
but little prepared for the operations of a siege, the SAltan and his as- 

'* The summer of 1(400. 
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>l'e^ -arch, wuhout f.mher ohstacle, in.oAna.olia, 
Kouzut-ns- Bohsta, perhaps Bostan, on the confines ot Ka- 

safta. ramania, a raisunderstandtng-, after all, arose between Sultan Ahmed 
and the Turkman chief; which being too successfullv fomented bv the 
intrigues of evil disposed persons, produced an imniecliate separation, 
the Sultan proceeding directly towards the residence of Sultan Ba- 
yezzid, or Bajazet, who at this period swayed the sceptre of the house 
of Othman with hitherto singular splendor and success IJe nas 
most honorably leceived by the Turkish monarch, by v horn the re- 
venues of the city ofKoutahiah* were bountifully assigned for the 
expences of his kitchen. Shortly afterwards, by particular invitation, 
he again visited the Turkish monarch at his capital of Byrsa, or Prusa, 
in Bithynia, where he experienced the same hospitable and distin- 
guished reception as on the former occasion. He then returned to 
Koutahiah, and there took up his permanent abode. At no very 
distant period, K^lra Yussuff also presented himself at the court of 
the Turkish Shltan, and expeiienced in an equal degree tlie protec- 
tion and liberality of that monarch, the collections of Aukslieher [ilic 
white city], being allotted for his suppoit ; and he continued to reside 
at that place, in perfect security, until again compelled to seik an 
asylum elsewhere, by the progress of those events which we arc 
endeavouring to bring under the contemplation oi our readers. 

The spring of the year eight hundred and two had liecn employed 
by TeymAr in a variety of operations against the territor} of Melik 
Gurguin, or Gregory, prince of Georgia ; who nobly pcrsi^.ted m af- 
fording protection to Sultan Taher, in defiance of the dangers with 
which he was threatened by the superior force of his puissant adver- 
sary. But as the detail of these operations would protract tlie nar- 
lative beyond all reasonable limit, without contributing in aiiv 
degree to the information of the reader, it will be sufficient briefly to 
state tltat, after the loss of Tefl.s, and of nuincro.is other [.lac- cl 
surpassing strength and vital importance, pcrccniiig that r,ii«i..iiee 
was no longer availing, and having previousl>’ secured in hnhan 
Taher an opportunity of escaping into the tcriiiories of llie lieiise oi 

' ' OrKoiauli 
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Othman, the Georgian prince finally determined on dispat hing to 
solicit an accommodation n itli Te} mAr. This, through the interven- 
tion of a Mahommedan of the name of Ismaeil, who resided under 
his protection, he succeeded in obtaining with less dilficulty than 
might have been expected, and'thti Tcheghatfiiaii conqueror, in conse- 
quence, withdreii Irom the territory of the Georgians; not, however, 
before he had signalized afresh his aversion for Christianity, by the 
destruction of every church that fell nithin the range of his fury, and 
the substitution, on its ruins, of a mosque for the triumphant rites of 
the Kor^n. 

The Teymilnan armies now proceeded to the plains of Menkoule, 
apparently in Armenia, « heie the emperor had already determined to 
fix his summer quarters, and here we find recorded an embassy from 
some european state, or potentate of the Franks, conducting to the 
presence of Teymfir, the son of Ameir Yadgaur, one of the Keyaus- 
sera, or Caesars,* who by some accident or other had fallen into the 
hands of the Christians. The individ uals who composed this embassy 
were, through the introduction of some Anieirs of the court, hand- 
somely received by Teymur, and permitted to express, to him in 
person, on the part of the sovereigns of their country, most likely 
some of the provinces on the Danube, the sincere zeal with which 
they w'ere in general animated, for the prosperity and advancement 
of all his designs. 

It will be recollected that the monarch w ho at this period wielded the 
sceptre of the house of Othman w’as Sultan Bajazet,']’ by the orientals 
usually referred to under the designation of Eylderem Bayezzid 
Ghaz} — Bajazet the thunderbolt ever victorious; v.'hom his dis- 
tinguished renown, extensive dominions, and w'ell disciplined and 
numerous armies appeared to indicate, among all the sovereigns of 
the East, as infinitely the best suited to arrest the progress of Tey- 
mfir’s victorious career. Elated accordingly by a contemplation of 
his abundant resources, this prince, some time previous to the crisis 
in question, had ventured to dispatch by one of his agents, to Ameir 

• According to De la Crot\, it was a son of the lale Shltan Mhrad, or Amurath 

+ He had succeeded to the monarch} on the demise of his father Murad the 1st, 
about the jear 1300 
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firzenjaun and Erzeroum, and tl,e acknow- 
■Rouzums: feudatory of Teymur, an insolent demand that the tribute of 

suffa. those provinces should be immediately remitted to the treasury of the 
house of Othman. The agent during lus interview with Ameir Taher- 
ten made use, at the same time, of language on the part of Jus master 
so derogatory to the exalted claims of the Tcheghataian conqueror, 
as could not fail to produce on the report, the wannest feelings of 
resentment and indignation. AccordingJj^ when this demand, toge- 
ther with the circumstances of arrogance and unnecessary insult with 
■whreh It was accompanied, was made known to the ministers of Tc} - 
mAr,and by them communicated to then master, the latter very ingeni- 
ously affected to discover that, in the pride and insolence of poner, 
his haughty rival had suffered himself to be transported be\ond all 
just bounds of moderation; and yet a very ordinary share of reflection 
might have previously led him to suspect, that the exploits of Dajazet 
in his conflicts with the warlike and hardy nations on the Damihc, 
were of a magnitude to be viewed without disadvantage, evin on n 
comparison with Ins own in the remote regions of the north and east. 
In other respects, the services rendered to their common laitli, h\ the 
victories of the house of Othman against the Christian states het\\ecn 
the Hellespont and the Danube, do not appear te have escaped his 
notice; since the consideration of that circumstance is dc^enhed to 
have produced, on this occasion, upon lus mind a strong repugnance 
to expose the dominions of his rival, to the dreadful ravages of the 
undisciplined, and numberless host by which he uas foIJoucd. JIc 
therefore resolved, in the first instance, to try ^\het!lcr the Turkish 
monarch might not yet be won over to a spirit of forbenr.iricc and 
moderation, by a written appeal to Iiis cooler reason, and to the 
dictates ot a more prudent policy. Tor this purpose he accordingly 
directed his secretary to arrange into the form of a letter tin* smti- 
ments which compose the substance of the follouing dispatch ; hut 
how far they were calculated to produce, upon the haughty spirit 
of Bajazet, a disposition to harmonize, il vould he perff ct/y uu- 

necessary to discuss. 

This piece then commences with an invocation of the diun- tr. or 
jn behalf of that man, vho, sensible of the just limits of hn ovu: 
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claims, prudently forbore to transgress those limits, or to aspire beyond a H 002. 

the noint assurned to him in the sc.de of hnm.in giandeur. It next 

^ , ..r,. . , , 111 Itouziii-iis- 

procecdb to express, on the part of Icymur, u liat was bcttei calculated gufta. 

to delineate the prodigious extent of his own pow er, than the just tri- 
buteof gratitude tothedn me majesty, which he described, thiough the 
medium of a glorious and triumphant destiny, to have irrevocably 
fixed in the hands of the ministers of his court, the reins of supreme 
authoritv, both spiritual and temporal — which had compelled the 
monarchs of Persia and Tartary, and other sovereigns not less potent 
and reno\Mied, to submit to his superior might, without the discretion 
of deviating the breadth of a hair from their obedience — and which, in 
short, had finally placed at liis disposal, the wide extended surface 
of the habitable globe. At the same time, he desired it might be 
clearly understood, that he uasno stranger to that particular in their 
history, V hichderived iheorigin of the race ofOthman,froman obscure 
Turkman pilot, or boatman. Hecouldnot therefore omit to recommend 
- to the offspring of such a stock, to confine himself quietly to his cabin 
of repentance, and to conduct his frail bark to an anchor in that 
harbour of peace, where alone security was to be found against that 
storm of vengeance, which was otherwise likely to burst upon him. 

Hitherto, indeed, from a just consideration that their arms and exer- 
tions w'ere,for the greater part, employed in expeditions of meritorious 
zeal against the Franks, or nations of Europe, and in the extermina- 
tion of those worthless Nazarenes without name or renown, the 
Teymfirian power had been withheld from extending its victorious 
operations, against the territories of the house of Othman ; in order to 
avert, as long as possible, from the advocates of the true faith the 
desolation unavoidably incident to the movements of invading armies, 
and not less to discourage, in the common enemy, those presump- 
tuous hopes derived from a contemplation of the distractions which 
prevailed among the votaries of the Kor^n. The letter concludes 
with a stern caution, tobew'are of forsaking the prudent maxims and 
example of his ancestors — of suffering the spirit of ambition to mislead 
him into the mazes of error and untried hostility — to bear in mind 
the adage, “ trouble not the Tatar if the Tatar be at rest,” to deli- 

berate well and seriously, before he laid open, against himself, and his. 
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1: D Sob ofcalomilirs ond mischior, 

of which h,s experience could afford him but a very rnadequa.e con- 

suffa. ception ; and finally he bid him health and peace from the ser\ant of 
the most high. 


Such in substance was the dispatch, authenticated under the 
imperial seal and cypher, now forwarded, by a deputation of discreet 
and experienced individuals, to the court ofBajazet; m ^^hosepre. 
sence,ashort time afterwards, they proceeded accordingly to discharge 
the object of their mission, with the punctuality and precision which 
appeared expedient, in an affair of such vital importance, Tlie 
materials of revenge and ambition were by this time, houcvcr, too 
highly wrought, to he appeased by the counsels of moderation. The 
Turkish monarch on the contrary, highly incensed at the language of 
superiority assumed by his equally haughty adversarj', instantly 
replied in terms of menace and proud defiance ; a\ ow mg that a contest 
with the cruel spoiler of the oriental world, on fair and equal terms 
in the field of battle, had been long the object of his most ardent 
contemplation; and that, though be were now even of himself disposed 
to withdraw his boastod power, he was resolved to pursue him to the 
gates of Tebreiz — where, peradventure, it would be proved which of 
them the too often experienced instability of fortune might exalt to 
the summit of glory, and whom debase to the lowest point in the 
scale of human wretchedness 

In consequence of this reply on the part of Bajazet, Teymur finally 
resolved on advancing towards Sevauss, and he proceeded according!} 
to Aoneik, or Avanik; where Ameir Allahdaiid, who had hi ( n 
emplo3’^ed to bring away the refractor^' Peir Mahomincd from Shiran?, 
now conducted that prince in bonds, to the camp of his offendtd 
grandsire. An inquiry tvas immediately instituted into the circum- 
stances recently alleged in accusation of the prince, and his conduct 
w’as found to have been sufficiently reprehensible. lie was, however, 
finally set at large, although not before he had hern subjected to t/.e 
national discipline of the bastinado; whilst SheikliAVIah Fereid, and 
Mubaurek Khojah, who had been his instructors in his dff.raud 
practices, were put te death. The princesses of the inqu-ria) lam.Iv 
were, in the mean time, sent back towards Sultauniah, m c i.trge o 
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Olugh Bpg, accompanied by Mirza Omar, with Khodadaud ul Hiis- 
seyny the elder brother of Allalidaud, and Moulana Khtbuddein of 
Koum. The army then moved ni great force towards Erzeroum ; 
where it nas immediately joined by Ameir Taherten, at the head of 
a respectable body of troops. T\\ o da\ s afterwards, Tej mhr advanced 
his standard beyond Erzenjaun ; ^^here he must have crossed the 
higher Euphrates, about one hundred and thirty miles from Sevauss, 
anciently Sebastia, in Cappadocia. 

On the first day of Mohiirnm, of the eight hundred and third of 
the hidjerah,* Teymur accelerated his march for Sevauss; in the pro- 
secution of Inch intelligence n as conve\'ed to him, that the advanced 
guard of llajazct’s troops, under the command of his son Kereshtchei, 
Mahommed Tchelebv so called, and Te^m^ir Taush one of his most 
distinguished generals, apprized of the approach of the Teymunan 
armies, had withdrawn fiom that city, and retreated upon their main 
body. In consequence of this information, the Ameirs Jahaun Shah, 
Shliman Shah, Sheikh Nur-ud-dein, Sounjek Bahauder, Seyud Khaii- 
jah. Sheikh Allj, Bahauder, and Dauneh Khaujah,'^ were immediately 
dispatched by the Tclieghataian monarch, in pursuit of the Turks; 
whom they are said to have overtaken and dispersed in the neighbor- 
hood of Kajserciah, considerably to the w'estward of Sevauss. After 
which, and haMng laid w'aste the country far and wide, they returned 
with a considerable booty, to rejoin the imperial standard, under the 
w alls of that city. 

At the period under consideration, the city of Sevauss is described 
to have been surrounded bv a strong wall, constructed from the 
foundation to the crest of the battlements, of hewn stone, each separ- 
ate block of which being of the dimensions of two and three cubits 
long, by one cubit thick; the ivall itselt being tw’enty cubits high, 
ten cubits thick at the bottom, and six at the top. On three sides 
It w'as further defended by a broad and deep ditch, by which it was 
rendered more completely unassailable, on these sides; it being already 
in a great measure so from the nature of the soil, because on striking 

* 21st of August 1400. 

■V Among these we hj\e not Aetbeen able to recognize the Axalla, described by 
Knolles, as a Genoese captain, high in the confidence of Tejmfir. 
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A." S “ would, find their operations 

■'Kouzni-us: by <he gush of water. The only part on which it was open 

sufla. to the usual methods of attack was that to the eastward, on which 
side the imperial army took its station on the present occasion. These 
defences are by historians ascribed to Sfiltan Alla-ud-dein Key Ko- 
baud, of the Rftmian, or Anatolian branch of the raceof Seljhk ; and 
a garrison of four thousand veteran soldier;, under Md^taflfa, their 
g'overnor on the part of Bajazet, seemed prepared in every respect to 
make the most determined and vigorous resistance. 

On that part of the town where alone it was practicable,* the 
miners proceeded, however, to work without delay; while the engi- 
neers hastened to plant their Araudahs and Manjeneiks, the former 
for the discharge of fireworks, the latter for stones, with every other 
instrument of annoyance and destruction against the defences of the 
besieged. At the expiration of eighteen days, the fortifications ap- 
peared to have been considerably injured from the effect of the ma- 
chines ; and the miners having succeeded in carrying their galleries 
under the foundation of some of the principal towers, orders were 
issued to set fire to the wooden props and rafters, by which they were 
sustained; on which the walls and revetements fell in, to the unspeak- 
able astonishment and terror of the garrison. In these circumstances, 
the besiegers being on the point of entering by the breaches, M6s- 
taffa, the Turkish governor, hastened out of the town ; and through 
the intercession of the Seyuds and ministers of religion, in the most 
humble terms ventured to implore the mercy of the conqueror. AH 
that could be obtained, however, was an exemption from slaughter on 
the payment of a stipulated ransom, in behalf of the Mussulmans ; 
the Christian and other infidels being indiscriminately consigned 
over to be plundered, and driven into captivity, by the rapacious 
soldiery. At the same time, four thousand of the troops of Bajazet, 
the greater part of them strangers to the pure faith of Mabommed, 
and who had been most active in the defence of the place, were in- 
humanly cast into pits in the earth, and buried alive, as an awful an 
seasonable example to deter others of their nation, who might e 
similarly disposed, from signalizing themselves by a contumaciou'^ 

* The Western according to De la Croix. 



resistance against the Teymunan armies. The walls of Sevauss were 
then le\elled ^\llh the ground, and, of all its magnificent and lofty 
structures, not a vestige \\as left standing to denote that such had 
ever been in existence. 

At this crisis It vas announced to Teymfir that Silltan Ahmed, on 
his flight from Ba[rhdad towards the court of the Turkish monarch, 
was now passing at no great distance in the neighboihood ; and a de- 
tachment of the imperial troops was immediately put in motion to 
pursue, and endeavor to cut off his retreat, hlarching \Mth great 
celerity these troops came up w ith the baggage of the Sultan, whose 
eldest sister, Siiltan Dilshaud, one of his daughters, and several of his 
M ives, or women, they captured, although the prince himself suc- 
ceeded in efiecting his escape from the danger, and in making good 
his retreat to the court of Bajazet, as recently shewn in a former 
page. 

While engaged in the siege of Sevauss, Teymhr had sustained 

considerable annovance from the robbers of Aublestaun, or Zulkau- 

* 

dria,*^ vho had repeatedly stolen into his camp, and, with singular 
audacity and address, carried oflf many of the horses of the cavalry. 
In consequence of this, when the reduction of Se\auss had been 
accomplished in the manner just related, and Ameir'Taherlen had 
been already directed to return towards Erzenjaun, in order to pro- 
tect the frontiers in that quarter, a division of the imperial troops 
under the orders of Shah Rokh, accompanied by Sfiliman Shah, and 
other commanders, was dispatched to chastize these midnight ma- 
rauders, who apparently occupied some of the recesses of Mt. Tau- 
rus, between Armenia and the country of Diaurbekir. On his arriv- 
al in the territory of Aublestaun, however, the Sbahz&dah found that 
the Turkmans had abandoned their chief place of residence, and fled 
the country; but proceeding without dela}*^ in pursuit of them, he 
finally overtook, and after some resistance entirel}’’ dispersed them. 
After which he rejoined the imperial encampment with a consider- 
able booty taken from these Tfirkmauns. 

In the mean time, a message had been dispatched from TeymCkr to 
demand the surrender of Melautyah, a city of considerable impor- 
* A Turkman tribe of that name, according to De la Croix. 
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tnnce south of Sevausq, on the route into Syria ; the governor of 
M'hich, ]>eing the son of Mhstaffa who recently commanded at Se- 
vauss, had the audacity to imprison the messenger. In consequence 
of this net of insolent defiance, instead of proceeding further into 
Anatolia, Teymur instantly changed the direction of his march to the 
left, in order to inflict Ins speedy vengeance on the author of it. 
But the governor of Melautyah was no sooner apprized of the approach 
of the imperial standard than he fled in consternation; and the’Tey- 
milrinns became m.isters of the place on the very day of their arrival. 
The Georgians and other infidels, or Christians, who composed the 
garrison, were made slaves, and a ransom was exacted on the Mus- 
sulman inhabitants, for the security of their Jives and property. 
Amcir Jahatin Shah and other commanders were then employed, to 
extend the terror of the Teymfirian name through the neighboring 
districts , and they hastened accordingly to spread the ravages of fire 
and svNord, westward to the fortress of Kaukhtah; laid down by De la 
Croix, at the distance of about thirty leagues W. N. W. of Melau- 
tyah. They then rejoined the imperial encampment at the latter 
place; after having previously reduced a great variety of castles, and 
other places of strength, that lay in the direction of their march. The 
government of Melautyah and its dependencies was, on this occasion, 
conferred by Teymilr upon K&raOthmaun the Tfirkman chief, who 
had long faithfully attached himself to the interests of the Tchegba- 
taian conqueror. 

Some lime during the seven hundred and ninety-fifth of the lud- 
jerah, soon after he had taken transient possession of Ir&k Arab, 
Teymfir had dispatched a certain Kbaujah Sheikh Sawah, equally 
distinguished for his biith and talents, on an embassy to the court of 
Mclek Barkouk, the Maumlouk Sfiltan of Egypt and Syria, and that 
monarch, in defiance of the most generally received laws of civilized 
society, had suffered himself to be peisuaded by the malignant impor- 
tunnies of Sdltan Ahmed ofBagbdtd.wben a fugitive nnder his protec- 
tion, to put the ambassador to death, at the town of Rababah, situated 
on the frontier between Syria and Mk, while he innocently awaited 
the usual permission to proceed to the Egyptian court, although, 
according to our author, this prince could not have been otherwise 
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than sufficiently aware of the awful example of vengeance inflicted A H oog. 
upon Mahommed the Khaurezmian, by the immortal Jengueiz, for P 
the assasination of his ambassadors and the Moghfll merchants at suffa. 
Otraiir. Ag^ain, when subsequent to the conquest of Azerb&ijaun, 
the Tcheghalaian monarch was d.rawn to the provinces on the Volga, 
m order to oppose the ambitious designs of Touktemesh the Khaun of 
Keptchauk, and Ettelmesh Koutchin, who had been left in the 
government of Aoneik, or Avaneik, after having been defeated and 
taken prisoner by K^ra Yfissuf the Turkman, was by that chieftain 
conveyed in irons to the same Sultan of Egypt, he did not hesitate to 
add to his offences by persisting in the detention of that officer. 

On the present occasion, when the territory of Aublestaun and the 
city of Melautyah, had submitted to the power of Teymiir, he deter- 
mined by another embasy to ascertain, whether Melek Faredje the 
son, who had now succeeded to the government of Egypt and Syria, 
might not be animated by a more equitable spirit than the father, and 
induced to comply with the demand now conveyed to him^ for the 
enlargement of Ettelmesh. However, when the members of this 
embassy readied Aleppo, and were detained at that place according 
to custom, until instructions should be received from Kaberah, or 
Cairo, (or their further disposal, Melek Faredje, unfortunately inherit- 
ing the hostile and unaccommodating disposition of his father, instant- 
ly gave orders that thej^ should be rigorously confined to the castle 
of Aleppo, where they Mere exposed to every species of injury and' 
ill usage. 

This proof of persevering and contumacious hostility, on the part 
of the Egyptian Sultan, produced its full effect upon the haughty 
and indignant spirit of Teymur ; and he immediately resolved to aban- ^ 
don, for the present at least, all further designs against Bajazet, and 
to direct his M'hole force and attention to the subjugation of S) ria and 
Egypt; more especially since the Turkish monarch, notwithstanding 
his recent menaces, had entirely abstained from offering to molest 
or interrupt his proceedings, while engaged in the reduction of Sevauss 
and Melautyah. In the mean time, remonstrances were not M'anting 
on the part of his Ameirs and principal generals, against the design 
of engaging in the invasion of Syria, before his armies were yet suf-. 
voL. m. 2 T 
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a:.d woi from the labors and fatigues of the expeditions 

Roij/utiis- Georgia, and the more recent operations againsiSevauss' 

sufia. and Melaiityab , but their sovereign was not to be dissuaded from his 
purpose by any considerations of ordinary prudence, or regard to the 
peisonal convenience of those uhom he conceived bound to sacrifice 
all things, in support of their allegiance to his authority. 

Adiiering therefore to the dictates of his own judgment, Teymur 
again put his armies in motion ; his son Shah Rokb, at the head of 
an advanced division, proceeding towards Behesny, or Behesna, in 
some maps laid down about eighteen or twenty miles to the south- 
west of Semisaut, and liere described as a foi tress of singular strength, 
situated among converging passes on thesummitof an exceeding lofty 
ridge, rendered still more difficult of access by the neighboring moun- 
tain torrents, and almost impregnable by the height and solidit^^of its 
walls and towers. This place had been, for some time, invested 
by the Shabz^dah, when Teymfir in person with the, mam body of 
the army nlso arrived before it; and from the top of a neighboring 
hill proceeded to take an 'attentive survey of the fortifications. In 
the mean time, the suburbs, or inferior town, fiad been earned at the 
first onset, and pillaged by the Teymfinans, with the entire slaughter 
of all the inhabitants. An officer of the name of Mukbel command- 
ed in the fortress on the part of the government of S\ iia, and he 
seemed perfectly disposed to discharge the duties of his trust with 
fidelity and resolution. Among other implements of annoyance is 
here stated to have been constructed, on some centiical spot m the 
interior of the works, a Manjeneik, or catapulta, in such a way as to 
admit of being traversed in all directions , and it so happened that, at 
the very moment at which Teymur was engaged in viewing the de- 
fences of the place, a large Jtone, impelled by this same machine, 
should strike the ground almost at his feet, and roll into his tent. 
This circumstance operated as a fresh stimulus upon the irritable 
feelings of the haughty Teymflr, and the siege was instantly com- 
menced with all imaginable vigor and activity; the whole circum- 
ference of the works being assigned, as usual, in regulated allotment, 
to the principal generals of the imperial army. 
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TAventy ISTanjonciUs were now plan totl on as many different points, 
in order to baltj r down the defence's of the place, and one of'thein on 
the exact spot where tliestone had fallen, near thetentof 1'eymiir; and 
It might he considered not less a proof of the un ihating ascendancy of 
their mastei’s fortune than of the singular skill of Ins artillerists, that 
the traversing calapnlta in the interior of the fort, by Avliicli that 
stone was thrown, should have been disabled by the very first cast of 
the machine thus inst erected to rcpl}' to it. It w'as at all events ac- 
cepted as an omen auspicious to thehopcsof the besiegers. Inthemean 
time, the imperial armies were further reinforced by the arrival of 
ISIirza Ruslum, with the troops from Shirauz , and the sappers and 
mineis continued to carry on their approaches AVith such unceasing 
diligence and activity, that, notw'ithstanding the great extent of the 
w'oiks, and we should suppose the difficulty of access, they finally 
succeeded in completing their galleries under the foundations of great 
part of the walls, and most of the tow'ers, w'hich being now supported 
merely by the woodwork in the mines of the assailants, it only remained 
to set fire to the sabstrncture in order to bring the wdiole in fragments 
to the ground. Alarmed at the idea of the approaching catastrophe, 
the governor di«;patched repeated messages to solicit the mercy of 
Tejmilr, protesting that he w'as only deterred from coming in person 
to cast himself at his feet, by the aw’ful majesty of the imperial um- 
brella. That he Avould, however, appeal wMth confidence to the 
clemency of so august a monarch, to avert fiom so humble and de- 
fenceless an individual as himself, that fearful storm of vengeance 
Avliich seemed directed against his head. In reply to this, Teymfir 
desired he might be informed, that wdien he had sufficiently evinced 
bis power by gaming forcible possession of the place, he might per- 
adventure feel disposed to overlook his offences, and treat him as an 
object of compassion • but, the fortress of Behesna had acquired 
among the natives, such a reputation for impregnable strength, that 
should he consent to Avithdraw his troops, or to give him terms on 
any consideration, before that object was accomplished, it mighty by 
men of depraved intellects, or unreflecting minds, be ascubed to a 
conscious defect ot courage and skill on the part of his victorious 
armies, rather than to a generous spirit of compassion for the vah- 
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quished. Accordingly, on tbursday the seventh of Suffur of thr 
eight hundred and third of the hidjerah,* orders n ere issued to set 
fire to the woodtvork which supported the galleries of the mines 
and the walls and towers immediately began toglvena^ in c^cT^ 
direction. This alarming spectacle n as not calculated to dnnims'li 
the apprehensions of the governor and hisafihghted garrison ; and lie 
proceeded to make a hasty selection of eveiy thing the place aflbrded 
that was either precious or raie, which he dispatched Mitliont fur- 
ther delay, to the presence of Teymur, through the medium of the 
Seyuds and diema, who resided under his protection, and whom he 
charged once more most humbl}' to intercede for merry nith liis 
stern besieger. 

The intermediation of Shah Rokh having, by some mean'; or other, 
been also secured on the occasion, this last application proved success- 
ful; and TeymClr, after acceptance of the piesents m helialf of the gov - 
ernor and inhabitants, finally consented to spare the lives of the vvholr. 
From BehesnaTeymfir then directed his march lor A Mitauh, another 
fortress on the same frontier, about fifty miles north of Meppo, thcwalh 
and towers of which were also of compact and solid niasonry, with a 
tremendous ditch thirty cubits deep, and sevent}' cubits wide, and, 
what added greatly to its strength, a fausse bray of masonry endirar- 
ing the whole of the works, and containing a vaulted passage beneath, 
sufficiently capacious to admit of soldiers on horeback, Init more im- 
mediately designed for tlielodgment of archers in order to scour and de- 
fend the ditch. Here, on their arrival, the imperial troops (ound ilu-m- 
selves w’here the most abundant snpplies of gram, and ever} species 
of luxury, seemed to court their acceptance ; lor the magistrat. s and 
principal inhabitants hav mg piisillanimously abandoned the plac's tlic 
artizans and mechanics, who remained behind, had merely rlosi d the 
gates, for the purpose of throwing them formally open at the opproacli 
of the Teymurians j* 


* 2Gtli Scplcmltrr. 

I Dcia Croix in a note to In, lnstor;>. lanl lo tx ixlnirtr.I from nn nutlxa 

nlio IS staled lo liaicavaikd Iiiuisclf ol i\iry ojijiortiiniiN In dclrad fn m th'- ( ''•nti of 
Tcvmur, alleges tliat that monarch had avoidi-d Ki II nit < r mum, uilli >')l if 

nutation of his arms, bs an alack ujv.n a p! ue «f -uJ. m.,. rmr itc ,u -h Sa, ..‘•f 

Mahommed had made seven! suctcsiful sallies fmmit, and mrv ree li r o - ! ui-o /• 
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In the mean time, the appearance of tlie Teymunan armies at Be- A H.cog. 
hesna, and subsequently at Ayntauh, is said to have filled the mind 
ofTeymfir Taiisli, the governor of Aleppo under the authority of the suffa. 
Siiltan of Eg\pt, AMth alarm and consteination , and he dispatched 
■sviihout delay to demand immediate succours fiom his master. In 
consequence of this demand# Shedoun, the lieutenant general of Da- 
mascus, with the whole force of the province of S^Tia formidably 
equipped and appointed, proceeded towards Aleppo, with orders to 
support the governor of that place to the utmost of his power. 

AYlien the w hole w ere assembled in the neighborhood of Aleppo, Tey- 
mur Taush, here also designated as Ameir, prince, or ruler, of Aiabia, 
and dcsciibed as pre-eminently endow’ed in point of talents and un- 
derstanding, proceeded to enumerate the renowmed achievements and 
exalted qualities of the Tcheghataian monarch, and to profess his 
entire conviction that he was acting under the peculiar care and 
direction of omnipotence, since armies the most numerous and for- 
midable had been discomfited by his prow'ess, and fortresses, which 
all the resources of nature and art had contributed to render impreg- 
nable, had been subjugated by his consummate skill, and the superior 
discipline of his armies. In short, he stated, what w'as sufficiently 
notorious, that he had, at the point of the sword, made himself undis- 
puted master of the greater part of the habitable globe; and he should 
therefore, without further reserve, provided such a step appeared 
equally advisable to those who heard him, propose to dispatch to 
the presence of Teymur, a deputation of Sejmds and others learned in 
the law, whose influence wnth the conqueror w'as universally under- 
stood, with suitable presents, and offers of unconditional submission. 

In which case it was just possible that he might beprevailed upon to 
permit them to remain unmolested in their persons and possessions, 
and to direct the course of his victories to some other quarter. These 
suggestions, on the part of the governor of Aleppo, might probably 
furnish those writers wffio are hostile to the memory of Teymiir, 
with grounds for the accusation, that he had entered into engage- 

Upon this it might be observed, Ibat with us it raigbt be ratber looked upon as an impeacb- 
ment ofliis prudeuce, Iiad be suffered bis attention to beany further uithdrawn, by these 
minor objects, from the more important one of the invasion of Syria. 
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of his superior, the Sultan 

suffa. To such as were of a sounder judgment, at least in the eyes of our 
author, the proposal of Teymlir Taush appeared equally prudent and 
discreet; while others less provident and more fool-hardy, andamono- 
these the lowminded Shedoun, a bold spirited and intractable Maura! 
louk, peradventure, peremptorily rejected every idea of compromise! 
It required, they said, no argument to prove that those uho yielded 
so easily to the suggestions of their fears, could have no just grounds 
to hope for success in any speculation . For their part, they consider- 
ed that the countr^q which by interest and inclination they were 
equally bound to defend, borebut little resemblance to the regions hi- 
therto subjugated by these restless invaders. Neither \vere the cities 
and fortresses, of mud and clay and sun-dried brick, of which thevso 
proudly boasted the reduction, to be compared with those stupen- 
dous bulwarks of solid masonry, some of them hewn from the rock, 
which protected the towns and fortresses of the noble province of 
Syria, many of which it would, at least, require the labour of years to 
subdue. If, at the same time the apprehensions of Tcymtli Taush 
and pt those that thought with him, arose from a contemplation of the 
superior numbers, arms, or equipment of the enemy, they could nut 
be sufficiently grateful to heaven, that, in this respect also, the advan- 
tage was clearly on the side of the Syrians and Egyptians. For 
whatjof asimilar description, could be hrougiit into a comparison with 
their bows of Damascus, their swords of Egyptian manulactiire, their 
lances of Arabia, and their bucklers of Aleppo ! ith respect to 
numerical force, it was to be remembered that in Syria and its depen- 
dencies there were not less than sixty thousand towns and villages, and 
if but a few armed soldiers were drawn Irom each of these, it was 
scarcely too much to say that the whole w’orld might be covered 
with warriors. Their enemies, moreover, relied for protection 
against the elements, the inclemencies of the weather, on perishable 
fabrics of silk, and gold, and linen; whereas the shelter of the S) n >ns 
consisted m their massive bulwarks, as durable in the solidity of 
their foundations, as the firmament of the heavens on its base. It, 
therefore, behoved them to discard these ignoble apprehensions, these 



imm.-’iilN foar*;, nncl to r\*crl thciiT^clvo'; n iih n coiirngcnnd resolution 
wonliv ot the nohlo ohicrts w Inch lhe> hail at slake, and, finally, 
to repose their cnnfidiMiro in tiic aid ol a henefirent creator. 

In the crisis of tlic dehate scxeral n.itiM's of thi' Persian empire, 
^^ho had. for some lime, resnled anioii'z the inhabitants of Aleppo, 
and w Iio w ere nIn^(.rsall^ respected tor lhce\eniplar\ integrity of their 
Ir. os and for their goo ! sense anddiscreiioii, \ enliired to interfere, and 
to inireat that tlie rtsolnlion of irr<\ocaIde Imsiilny might not he too 
inconsukraii 1\ entered upon hy tin ir adopted Allow citirens, w Inch 
they ]iroKsvcd to have had the most powerhil reasons to deprecate, 
from their recent loo talal experience of the character, and singular 
energies, ot the adversary with whomtlnw w ere so precipitately’ about 
toengrge I nstend, liow c\ er of producmgthceflect they jiroposed, these 
remoiistfanccsimincdntoly drew* upon tlu ni the lealonsy ofthc.'Vrabian 
chiefs, jn parlicnlar. w ho clinrged tin m. on thcspot.wiih being emissa- 
ries on liieparl of the I'cliegliataian monarth. and with a disposition 
to ia\or the stil.niij.'iion of the countiN to the arms of the Moghuls. 
After tedious dismssion and considerable warmth ofaltcrcation, it 
was. iRwortliele's. Anally determined to adopt a middle course, and to 
act cniirolv on the dofciisnc, r\oiding to the utmost the hazard of 
commuting tlicmschcs beyond the protection of tlicir lortified towns; 
and our author is constrained to acknowledge that, if they had pru- 
dently’ adhered to this cautious plan of operations, the fate of Syria 
might ha\c been protracted to a period far beyond the limits of ordi- 
nary calculation 

On the other hand, after having made a inarch or two from Ay’ntaub, 
with his usual celerity of moxement, Teymur, by some means or 
other, became acquainted with the resolution recently' adopted by the 
Syrians; and, instructed by that inspiration which seemed to guide 
him in all his actions, suddenly slackened his progress, which was 
now restricted to tlie distance of half a farsang a day’ ; liis troops, at 
the same time, receiving orders when they' encamped for the night, 
to entrench themselves, and to observe all those extraordinary pre- 
cautions of the art of war, usually resorted to in the presence of the 
most formidable and enterprizing enemy. The Syrians, incapable of 
comprehending the subtile designs of such a genius as TeymAr’s, fondly 
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conceived that the Tchegliataiau troops were in awe of them, and 
that their present circumspect proceedings were to be ascribed to 
that impression alone. This conclusion once drawn, their confidence 
rose in proportion; the prudent defensive system, which seemed to 
correspond so well with their means of resistance, was at once aban- 
doned; and they rashly'drew out from the walls of Aleppo, to the 
neighboring plains, with the avowed design of committing their fate 
to the hazards of a general action, in the open field. 

On Thursday the ninth of the former Rebbeia, at all events, cor- 
responding with the twenty seventh of October, A. D. 1400, the 
standard of Teymtlr was displayed in the vicinity of Aleppo. In 
approaching the place, on this occasion, Mirza Sfiltan Husseyne, 
very slenderly accompanied, fell in with an advanced guard of the en- 
emy; which, notwithstanding the superiority of numbers, he attacked 
without hesitation, and having with the point of his lance unhorsed 


one of the troopers, he brought him a prisoner to the imperial head 
quarters. His followers, at the same time, acquitting themselves 
with distinguished zeal and resolution, also brought oflP two of their 
adversaries; the remainder of whom thereupon fled in dismay, expres- 


sing their utmost astonishment at the singular boldness and address, 
with which they had been attacked. The same day, Mirza Aba 
Bukker, another of TeymCir’s grandsons being in advance of the main 
body, with about sixty of his bravest cavaliers, was attacked by the 
Syrians in great force , whom he resisted with such intrepidity and 
skill, that after a very severe conflict, both parties finally separated, 
without either claiming the advantage. On the day following, a 
more considerable division of the TcheghatSian troops drew up ,n 
presence of the Syrians; both parties on this occasion however, 
withdrawing to their respective encampments, at the close of the 
day, without a blow having been struck on either side. But, on the 
thud day, at sunri.e, the whole army received the commands o Toy- 
mfir to form in order of battle; the right wing under the direction of 

tiTAme,r S41.man Shah, and other distnijmshed comraande^,. The 
irvated guard of th.s w.ng was placed under the otders o. Musa 
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Aba Bukker, the son of Meiran Shah. The left wing was committed 
to the discretion of Sultan Mahmiid Khaiin, the titular sovereign 
of the Tcheghataian dominions, assisted by Amen Jahaun Shah and 
other experienced \eterans, the advanced guard of this wing being 
conducted by Mirza Sultan Hussey ne. Teymur, in person, took post 
as usual, \Mth the centre division ; and, on this occasion, to the equal 
surprise and terror of his adversaries, he displayed in tremendous 
order his line ofelephants, part of those taken in hisindian expedition, 
formidably armed and caparisoned. At the same time, a chosen 
division of ten thousand horse, was directed to take post on a 
nsinsr srround, which overlooked the intended field of battle; with 
orders not to quit their station, whatever appearances of discomfiture 
they might have occasion to observe, on the part of the enemy. 
Neither uere the S^mo-Egyptians, on their part, in any respect less 
forward in their preparations for battle, for which they also drew out 
^nTormidable array. In the mean time, the horrific din of the various 
warlike instruments of music, nugghrahs, horns, and kettle-drums, 
seemed to shake the ebon vault of heaven. 

The obstinacy of resistance did not, however, by any means cor- 
respond with this auful note of preparation. The left of the Syrians 
as successfully assailed, and thrown into disorder, by Mirza Aba 
Bukker, and his division , while Mirza Sfiltan Hfisseyne, and Ameir 
JahaunShah, with the advanced guard of the left wing of theTeymiflr- 
lans, fell upon the opposite wing of the enemy, which they entirely 
broke and dispersed, in every direction In the mean time, the troops of 
the centre remained immoveable at their posts, the line of elephants 
alone advancing upon the enemy in their front, who were also driven 
from their ground, with littleapparent difficulty, neither does any fur- 
ther effort appear to have been made, on the part of the Syrians, to re- 
trieve the discomfitures of the da}’’. In these appalling circumstances, 
perceiving that all was lost, both Shedoun and TeymfirTaush abandon- 
ed the field of battle in great dismay, retiring into the city of Aleppo 
through the gate of Menkoussa; while the greater part of the other 
fugitives directed their flight for Damascus, closely pursued by the 
victorious Teymtlrians, by whom they were slaughtered uithout 
mercy ; a single horseman, indeed, alone escaping the carnage of the, 
VOL. III. 9 u 
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battle and pursuit, to announce to the inhabitants of Damascus, the 
circumstances of the dreadful discomfiture. The troops belonging 
more immediately to Aleppo, on the other hand, made directly for'^the 
town, in the hope of finding shelter behind its walls against the fury 
of their enemies, but, as all the avenues in that direction were soon 
rendered impassable, hy the disorderly throng which crouded to 
escape, the unhappy fugitives were herealso butchered, with unsparino- 
execution, by their sanguinary pursuers. Such, at the same time, 
appears to have been the fearful distraction which had seized upon 
them, that the Syrians precipitating themselves, one upon another, 
into the town ditch, and perishing in prodigious heaps, the interval 
was filled to an entire level with the glacis, and thus> afforded, over 
the bodies of thesuffacated,aneasy passage to the Teymurian soldiery, 
who immediately mounted to the assault; and thus, on the eJevenih 
day of the former Rebbeia, without the formality of a siege, vas the 
city of Aleppo laid at the mercy of Teymhr. 

In their flight from the field of battle, Shedoun and Teymfir Taush 
appear to have concerned themselves but very little ivith the fate 
of the town, passing through without a moment^s delay to the cita- 
del; which is here described as a stupendous fabric erected, with 
blocks of granite, on a lofty elevation, and enclosed by a ditch thirty 
cubits broad, and of such a depth, as to communicate with the n nters 
below. Between this ditch, which obviously surrounded the base 
of the hill, and the rampart, it was moreover protected by a capacious 
fausse hraye, not less than one hundred cubits wide, so steep and 
smoothly scarped, as to be almost impracticable of ascent. The 
strength of the place, either natural or artificial,* was surh, houever, 
as to inspire Teymfir Taush, and his collegue, with tiic utmost con- 
fidence ; and they accordingly prepared, with arrogance nnsululned, 
and unbending obstinacy, to resist afresh the progress oi the con- 
queror, thegarnson proceeding ith loud shouts to man the de/enccs, 
and the siingers of Naptha commencing a most gallant discharge of 
fire- works, in order to retaid the approaches of the besieging arm} 

• According to Deb Cro.s, the citadel of Ahppo crccti d on an arf./ki tl mo >,r. 

•f earth, the starji of uliich was entire^ oicrlaid 'Mth fret stone. 



331 

In the mean time, having entered the city in person, Teym^ir a H.ooij. 

caused the .imperial pavilion to be set up directly in fiont of the A. D. 1400 

, , , I 1 111 Rouzut-us- 

castle ; and his archers proceeded to ply their bows, with such inde- guft.,. 

fatigable activity and skill, that the soldiers of thegairison no longer 
ventured to show then heads, above the parapets of the walls and 
towers. The Teymurian troops then .drew up on the very counter- 
scarp, or verge of the ditch, already mentioned; and this, being in a 
short time perforated like a riddle in a thousand parts, by the sappers 
and miners, was soon completely drained to the bottom. On the day 
following, they mounted the fausse braj'^e, and gained the foot of the 
wall; which, although composed of enormous blocks of granite, or 
other masses of rock, they proceeded, without delay, to undermine — 
or possibl}'- to unsettle and displace the enormous materials, with 
their bars and pickaxes. 

In his account of the principal events of the life of Teymhr, or 
possibly of this his Syrian expedition in particular, a certain Moulana 
Nizam-ud-dem ofDdmascus,who was, at this period, actually resident 
at Aleppo, is alleged to describe, that while he stood one day, on a 
tower which commanded a full view of the works, and was making 
his observations on the progress of the miners, and on the surprising 
intrepidity displayed by the Teymhrian troops in general, he beheld 
one of the gates of the citadel suddenly thrown open, and five warriors, 
cased iii steel from head to foot, issuing from the place. Each of 
these fastening round his waist a lope, one end of which was held 
by some of the garrison on the ramparts, in order to facilitate their 
ascent and descent along the steep and slippery scarp of the fausse 
braye, immediately proceeded sword in hand, to the entrance of the 
galleries, in vliich the imperial miners were employed against the 
foundation of a particular part of the wall , and having cut to pieces 
the whole of these, together with the guards stationed for their pro- 
tection, were then every one of them drawn up to the works, although 
It could never be ascertained whether they were dead or alive.* At 
the conclusion of the siege, the narrator of this incident was introduced 
to the presence of Teymur, through the medium of Jullaul-ul-islaum, 
and liberall}’- provided for by the conqueror. 

* The statement in De la Croix represents that they were all five killed by the Teymiir- 
ian archers, and their dead bodies thus dravvn up 
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Subsequent to this slight sally, the garrison was, however, so com- 
pletely kept in check, by the indefatigable activity of the besiegers 
in the discharge of their missiles, that not one of them any longer 
dared to trust himself even at a loop hole, much less to appear without 
the walls. In these circumstances, a messenger from Teymilr ob- 
tained admission to the castle, with letters to the two commanding 
chiefs — urging the total inutility of resistance against that power, 
which had already subjugated the greater part of the oriental world, 
and to restrain the progress of which, the strongest bulwarks, and the 
mostformidablearmaments, had proved equally unavailing. If, therefore, 
t^^y yet retained any regard for their Jives and propert^q they vould 
immediately comply' with the summons now communicated to them, 
to abandon their useless fortifications, and lay themselves at the mercy 
of a magnanimous conqueror, without persevering further in a defence, 
which must inevitably terminate in the total disgrace, and destruction, 
of themselves and all belonging to them. The troops who composed 
the garrison, as well as their officers, had become, by this time, also 
sufficiently instructed that, however, a persevering resistance might 
protract, it could not possibly avert the most direful calamities, in the 
issue. Hence, a resolution was speedily adopted to atone for the 
past, by an immediate and voluntary submission ; and, accordingly, 
Shedoun and Teymur Taush, followed by all theSeyuds, ulema, and 
principal inhabitants, passed out without further delay, and hastened 
to lay themselves at the feet of the Tcheghat^ian monarch, to wliose 
ministers, they now delivered the keys of the citadel, and of its 
rich and accumulated treasures. The two commanders, uitli one 
thousand of the officers and soldiers of the garrison, were however, 
notwithstanding the delusive hopes held out in the letters of Teymur, 
immediately consigned, by bis orders, in separate small bodies, to 
the different tomauns of the army, to be detained in safe custody ; 
until It should be further determined in what manner to dispose of 


With his usual princely liberahly, Teymfir caused the uliolc of 
the treasure found in the castle of Aleppo, as well the deposit of 
former ages as of modern times, to be distributed among the Ameirs 
of his court and armies ; after which he gave directions that the 
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battlements, ■VN’hich crowned the ramparts and lofty towers of this noble 
fortress, should be dismantled and thrown to the ground, leaving the 
remainder of the works, for the present, undemolished. It now 
occurred to him to make one more experiment on the feelings of the 
Shltan of Ecypt, by dispatching to Khherah, or Cairo, Essen Boughhi 
Dowatdaur, one of that prince’s secretaries of state, for so the appel- 
lation implies, who had fallen into the hands of the imperial troops, on 
the capture of the town, in order to announce to his master, that She* 
doun andTe3'mili Taush,were now both prisoners in the imperial camp, 
and that they only awaited the enlargement of Ettelmesh, so long and 
unjustlj’- detained in Egypt, to be set at liberty, without further 
inconvenience. With this mcbsage, and an engagement to return 
without failure, by a certain limited period, Essen Bough&i, with all 
the expedition of which he was capable, proceeded to the court, or 
camp, of the Maumlouk severeign. In the mean time, after lodging 
his heavy baggage and more ponderous equipments in the citadel of 
Aleppo, which he placed in charge ‘of Seyud Budder-ud-dein Ha- 
zaurguzzi, Shahshilhan prince of Seiestaun, and Moussa Bougha, and 
after having remained there altogether fifteen days, TeymAr quitted 
that place, and bent his course for another quarter of the province 
of Sjwia. 

While he was yet detained in his camp before Aleppo,Teymilr had 
previously detached a competent force under Mirza PeirMahommed 
Shltan the son of Omar Sheikh, accompanied by Mirza AbaBukker, 
the Ameirs SAhman Shah, and Sounjek Bahauder, and other distin- 
guished captains, to form the siege of Hamy, or Hama ; and, although 
these commanders had succeeded in making themselves masters of 
the town, the castle, or interior fort, in consequence of its greater 
strength, still continued to hold out against their attacks. Being, 
therefore, at leisure from the reduction of Aleppo, Teymhr proceed- 
ed directly towards Hama; in order to complete the subjugation of 
that place by the capture of the citadel. But, he had no sooner made 
his appearance before it, than the garrison, intimidated by the stupen- 
dous force by which they now perceived themselves on all sides 
surrounded, at once repented of their ill-advised hostility; and, as 
their only resource, determined on immediate submission- They, 
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tu T4I2. selected a troop of sixty of his most distinguished 

Ito.i/ut-nsl whom arc enumerated in particular, Eleiaus IChaujah, 

Bufla. Sheikh Ally Bahauder, Saeine Temfir, with his brother- Muraiid, 
Daunnh Khaujah, Ameir Husseyne Kourtchei,and SultaunMelek the* 
sonof Ouje KAra Bahauder; whom he instructed toseize such pnsoners^ 
ns they could lay hands on, for the purpose of securing the desired 
intelligence. In the mean time, Shah Mtdek made good jus retreat 
to the main body, in the course of the evening. 

Early the following day, at a council of war or some such assembly 
of his principal ofiicers, Teymur proceeded to slate, to the Shahza- 
dahs and other chief commanders, that in this stage of the campaign, 
there occurred to his judgment two particular plans of operation 
best calculated to bring the design in which they were engaged, to 
a successful termination. The first was, to aw'ait the attack of the 
enemy in their present position; and this w’ould at least be attended 
with one very material advantage, an interval of repose to their men 
and horses. The second was to enter at once into the heart of the 
country, and, by dctacliing separate columns in opposite directions, 
to spread desolation and alarm in all; thus compelling the Turkish 
SAltan to liarass and wear out his troops, the strength of which 
appears to have consisted in infantry, in fatiguing and ineffectual 
exertions. After considerable debate, it w'as in the end determined 
to pursue the latter plan ; in concurrence w’lth which, leaving Mirza 
SAltan Husseyne, with not more than two thousand horse, for the 
protection of liis camp, Teymdr put the army again in motion, dis- 
patching A meir Berendek, w ith other commanders, in advance tow'ards 
Angouriali, in order to check any designs of the enemy, from that 
quarter. This division was accompanied by a detachment of infantry 
and pioneers, under the direction of Abdurraihman Towatchei, w'lth 
, instructions to sink wells at convenient distances, for the supply of 
the mam body on its march. 

In the mean time, the band of distinguished warriors dispatched 
the preceding day, for the purpose of procuring intelligence, fell m 
with one of the advanced parties of ihe enemv; and having seized two 
prisoners, they put one of them to death, retaining the survivor m 
their custody , until they should have wrung from him the informauan 
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of \^hich they were m quest. It happened that one of the sons of ^ ^ 
Bajazet, at thehead of a thousand cavalry, should have been employed 
by Ins father on the same night, for the similar purpose of exploring suffa. 
the country and gaining intelligence, and having passed this small 
band of heroes, without observing them, proceeded to take post in a 
neighboring defile, where he lay in ambuscade, in orderto avail himself 
ofany opportunity that might occur to his advantage. At break of day 
on the ensuing morning, while they were proceeding on their return to 
camp, the Tej murians found their progress unexpectedl}’^ intercepted 
by this body of the enemy, by whom thej’- were immediately attacked. 
Although, as ^^e have already observed, they did not exceed sixty 
in number, and their adversaries were almost twenty to one, with all 
the advantages of surprise, they received the attack with the coolest 
resolution ; and continued to repulse them in every attempt, gradually- 
prosecuting their march, until the appearance of the squadrons left 
for the protection of the encampment near Kersheher, under the 
orders of Mirza Sfiiltan HClsseyne, finally compelled the enemy to 
withdraw from the pursuit. 

The Ameirs who had proceeded wdth the infantry in advance, 
towards Angouriah, appear to have executed their orders in sinking 
wells, and in pillaging the country, without either opposition or dif- 
ficulty ; and in three days march from his encampent at Kersheher, 
a distance of about seventy miles, Teymur, in person, displaj’^ed his 
victorious banners before the walls of the former city. AVere we 
not already apprized that Bajazet, with the main body of his troops, 
was in the direction of Tokaut, and consequently in the rearof Tey- 
mtlr’s right flank, it would not be easy to comprehend in what manner 
two hostile armies, of such prodigious force, could have contrived, 
on this occasion, to move in so circumscribed a space, without com- 
ing in contact. But, to proceed with our relation, we are further 
told that the garrison of Angouriah was, at this period, commanded 
by an officer of the name of Yakoub, recently dispatched by the 
Turkish Sfiltan to take charge' of the place; which is represented 
as very strongly fortified, and which he did not neglect to fuinish 
■with every requisite, fora protracted and resolute defence. The day 
subsequent to that on which he appeared before Angouriah, the 
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Ancyra of the ancients, Teymur on horseback proceeded to view the 
fortifications; and having ascertained the assailable points, soon af- 
terwards gave direction that the troops should immediately commence 
their attack. Ills orders were, as usual, earned into execution 
without a moment’s delay. The sappers and miners, had drained 
the ditch. A band of warriors, including Towukkel Bawertchei, 
another Ally Sheir, and Shahsowaur, with many others whose names 
it would be tedious to recite, had succeeded in ascending one of the 
towers ; and the place was thus on the poiut of being carried by 
assault, when intelligence was suddenly announced, from the parties 
which scoured the country, that Bajazet, with an army more numerous 
than the stars in the firmament, had made his appearance at the dis- 
tance of five farsangs, or about six leagues, in the rear. Teymur 
immediately repaired to his camp. The troops who had lodged them- 
selves in the toner reluctantly withdrew, without, however, dis- 
continuing the conflict with the garrison, by whom they were doubt- 
less vigorously pursued in their retreat; and the whole army was 
shortly afterwards put in motion to meet the enemy. When it had, 
however, proceeded about the distance that a horse could gallop* 
without being blown, it was again encamped at a place here called 
Nfirah, with the river [of Angouriah] in its rear. The position was 
further protected b3' a ditch, and a breastwork of stakes and hurdles 
thrown upon the occasion. 

In the direction by which alone it was understood that the enemy 
could approach, it was known that there existed a small spring at 
the foot of a hill, the only one which aflbrded any supply of water 
for a considerable distance around. This fountain, Teyrafir, in the 
couise of the night, emploj’^ed a detachment to render unfit for use,^ 
by filling It with all they could collect that was loathsome and dis- 
gusting to the senses. In the mean time, at that silent and solemn hour 
when all but the unhappy had resigned themselves to the influence 
ot sleep, TeymtJi betook himself to the consolations of religion, and 
in humble prostration besought the sovereign disposer of events, in 
the approaching tremendous conflict, to give him the victory— pro- 

TLis «as probably done, in order to afford suflicient space for the evolutions necessary 
to bring Uie front of the army in the direcUon of the enemy. 
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frcjinpr, nrvcrtlirlr';';, in bis bcarl-cbocrin^ confidpricp in llip ptcrnal 
powpr \a1uc1i b.ul liilluTlo so iinanably prospcntl bun in all bis un- 
clprtakinc'j, bis luiprdisn ganl uf ibose cMorn.il circmnsiances of dan- 
pi r, wliiclioM'ii at a crisis loss momrntons may I'p siip|)osp(l to occa- 
sion some nn\u ty to ibc most intrepid. “ O iboii eternal spring of 
“all PMsieiicc,” exclaims oiiranibor in tbe naniP of llie bero, “ thou 
“ that bast impressed a wortbless atom wiib llie image of iby power, 
“grant me tbinc aid , for I acknoas ledge no oilier source ol conso- 
“ lation or support. Alas' n.iirledln iliec, to whom in all existence, 
“ conbt 1 addrt sv mv vows, ui tbc hour of tiial r’* 

Tbe next di> larly in tbe morning, liaMiig directed tbe wbolc to 
moniil their horses, 'reuiinr proceeded to dispose ol bis troops in tbe 
following order of bailie. He fixed bis own siaiion with tbe centre 
dnisionol tbc army, in advance of w Inch was posted a chosen body 
of troojis iindir Mir/a Mabommed Sultan, under whose standard, a 
red horse tail surmounted by a crescent, accoiding to Dc la Croix, 
appeared arranged, on ibis occasion, tbe Mir/as Peir Mabommed, and, 
notw iibstaiidiiig bis recent disgrace, J2skiinder, the sons of Omar 
Slicikli, together with the Ameirs Sbums-nd-dciii Abbas, Shall Mel- 
ik, Eleiaus Kli.Miiab tbc son of Sheikh Ally Ibiliaiider, and many 
other most disimgnislicd commanders. The left w mg of the main 
body was entrnslcd to tbc \alour and abilities of bis son Shall Ilokb, 
assisted by Kbalcil Sultan, and those distingnisbed captains, tbe 
Ameirs Siiliman Shall, Yadgaur Andekboudy, lliislum Togbai Bou- 
ga, and Sounjek Babauder. The Koiimbiil, or advanced guard of 
ibis wing, was placed under tbe direction of Mirza Sultan Husse^me, 
aided by Ally Sdltaii Towatcbei, and Moussa Tuey Boiiga. At the 
bead of tbe right wing was displayed tbe standard of Meiran Shah, 
supported by tbe Ameirs Sheikh Nftr-ud-dein, Berendek, Ally 
Koutchein,,Tahertcn of Erzenjaiin, Mubasher Bahaiider, Hadjy Ab- 
dullah Abbas, Sultan Suiijur the son of Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein, for the 
father was now' dead, Omar Tauban, Sheikh Ibrauliim of Shirvaun, 
and man}' others whose names it is by no means inconvenient to omit. 
The advanced guard of this, the right w'lnir, was consigned w'ltb obvi- 
ous propriety to the management of Mirza Aba Bukker, the son of 
Meiran Shah, assisted by the Ameirs Jaliaun Shah, Kiira Othmaun the 
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Tfirkm&n, Ton-ukkel Berlas, and Peir Ally Seldtiz. To the right of 
the centre division, was posted Mirza Ahmed tlie son of Omar Sheikh, 
with a long and splendid list of names, whom it would be, ho^vever, 
tedious to recite; and to the left of the same centre, was stationed 
-another wailike band of Ameirs, with their followers, whom it would 
be equally tedious and unnecessary to enumerate. Apart from the 
whole, and probably in the rear of the centre, were finally drawn up 
'Under the imperial standard, forty chosen Koushfins, or squadrons, as 
a body ofreserve, destined to furnish support wherever it might appear 
necessary, in the courseof the action. Along the front of the imperial 
line were further disposed all, that remained with the army, of the 
elephants captured m the Indian expedition ; each carrying a small 
party of archers and slingers of naptha, and otherwise fuinished with 
such implements of destruction as were calculated to harass, and 
confound the enemy. 

Such, in a few words, as far as we are able to explain it from the 
statements of our original, was the disposition in which Teymiir pre- 
pared to combat, with his haughty rival, for the empire of the East, 
Bajazet, on the other band, would scarcely employ less caution or 
diligence, in arranging his numerous, and warlike divisions, for the 
impending arduous conflict. The only particulars, however, of Ins 
order of battle, which we can collect from our author, ^re, that like 
his illustrious adversary, he took post himself in the centre, supported 
by his three sons, Moussa, Eissa, and Mdstafa. The advanced guard 
of the centre was chiefly composed of a body of one thousand, or, as 
De la'Croix more probably states, of twenty thousand European caval- 
ry, clad in black armour from head to foot, which is described to have 
deft nothing exposed but the eyes ; being of steel, or iron, and fastened 
to the back of each foot by a padlock. These were u-oder theoommand 
of George, the brother of his wife Oespina, and son of Lazarus, Despot 
of Servia, [^pesser-e-Lauss^. The advanced guard of the left wing, 
consisting of the troops of Roume, or Natolia, was committed to bis 
eldest son MfissuJman Tcheleby. £ihe nohlej Mahommed Tcbeleby, 
theahlest and most deserving of the whole, together with the different 
Pashas of the monarchy, at the head of their respective Koushuns, 
'or divisions, occupied other stations in his line of battle, which 
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the niilhor lias not, ho\vc\cr, thought it expedient to indicate for our 
information. 

At the hour of the morning repn«it, about nine or ten in the fore- 
noon, the hostile .irmic=! appeareil at last in the presence of each other. 
TcMuur, on his part, as was his iiuarinhlc practice, im ucdiately dis- 
mounting, w ith c\cs uplilted toluauen, again most humbly besought 
the ^ ictor> o\or his ath ersaries ; and, having arquired a specie's of 
supernatural confidence from the for\or of <le\otion, cheerfully re- 
mounted to his scat on horseback, and approaching the field of 
battle, ga\e his final orders for the commencement of the action. 

T he conflict immcdiatcl\ opened with an attack on the left of the 
Tuikish army commanded as we ha\c already' obscr\ ed by Mussul- 
man I'cheltdiy, led on by Mir7a Aba Hiikker, [it could not have 
been Shah Rokh, as stated in the manuscript In an obvious mistake^, 
with the advanced guard of the right wing of the Teymlirians; and 
being gallantly supported liy the Ameirs Jaliaiin Shah, and Kara 
Oiliman, soon tcniunatcd in the entire defeat ol that part of the ene- 
m\’s force opposed to it. In anotber quarter, Maliommed Kerestchci, 
wlio probably commanded the right of ilie enemy, and who in valour 
and skill IS said to lia\c surpassed the whole of ihe sons of Bajazet, 
\et, after ha\ing exhibited the most distinguished proofs of courage 
and pcrse\ erance, and finding that all his efTorts were unavailing 
against the suprnor numbers and disripline of the Teymiinans, 
finally quntid the field, with a precipitation that but little corres- 
ponded with his former renowm, Mirza Sultan Ilusseyne, w-ith the 
ad\nnced guard of the left w mg of the Tcymunans,* had borne with 
irresistdile impetuosity upon the adverse squadrons of the enemy; 
and to him therefore must be materially ascribed the discomfi.luie of 
Maliommed I'clu leby, just alluded to. In the mean time, Mahom- 
med SCiliaii, at the head of the advance of the centre, hastened, with 
the permission of his grandfather, to support the movement of the 
left "ing, winch had probably been led into considerable disorder, 
in the eagerntss of pursiut. Here, however, the career of victory 
is acknow ledged to have been, for a long time, arrested by the invin- 
cible firmness of the son ot the Despot of Servia, at the head of th^ 
• The mauuscnpl aiiolher vesalious mislahe sajs the right wing. 


A. II 004. 
A. n 1402. 

Koiiziit-uii' 

sufla. 



A. H. noi 
A. D 1402 

Kuii/'iil-ua 

Min'.!. 


392 

European cuirassier^; ; who must, by the way, have made a lateral 
. movement from the front of the centre, to repair the disorder on the 
riglit of the Turkish army. So obstinate and arduous, indeed, was 
the contest in this part of the field, that the Turks and Teymurians, 
are described to have been several times, alternately,compelled to give 
way; although the troops of Bajazet, were finally destined to yield 
to superior numbers, and to the triumphant fortune of his rival. To 
this ultimate success, the bravery of the Mirzas Peir Mahommed, 
and Eskunder, and of the veteran Shah Melek, who had finally con- 
ducted a part of the troops of the centre, into the thickest of the 
enemy, appears to have contributed in a ver}^ eminent degree. 

In these circumstances, percejvinq that, while they were discomfited 
With dreadful slaughter in some points, the efforts of his adversaries 
were obviously become languid and unavailing in all. Teymfir at 
length gave orders that both wings of the mam body, under Meiran 
Shah and Shah ilukh respectively, together noth the other Sliahzh- 
dahs and Ameirs, who had been hitherto held in reserve, should now 
advance and decide the fate of the day. It would, in the mean time, 
appear that «hile jMirza Mahommed Sultan was engaged in pursu- 
ing the ing squadrons of the enemy^s right nmg, six of the JCou- 
shdns of his division ascended an eminence from which their adver- 
saries had just been driven away. In this position, they were 
almost in an instant attacked by Bajazet in person, at the head of 
the centre of the Turkish army, which as yet remained unbroken 
amidst the surrounding discomfiture. The Teymurians were now, m 
their turn, compelled to give way to superior force; but the Turkish 
monarch had no sooner gained the summit of this rising ground, than 
taking an anxious survey of the field of battle, the appalling spectacle 
met his view, of the entire demolition of his right and left wings. 
Dismay and astonishment now seem, for a moment, to have seized 
upon the understanding of the unhappy monarch, the wreck of whose 
scattered divisions contrived, hov^ever, here to join him. In the 
mean time, his victorious opponents led on by Teymur himseh, ap- 
proached to assail him in front, while Meiran Shah, and Mirza Sultan 
Husseyne, with the Ameirs of the right and left, bore gradually round 
upon his flanks; until at last, like a lion m the toils, he was com- 
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Milhridates was compelled to remove his camp, a short time previ- 
ous to his final discomfiture; perhaps, between twelve and eighteen 
miles from Angouriah. Be this, however, as it may, as soon as the 
fate of the battle had been determined, by the flight of Bajazet, and 
the consequent total dispersion of his troops, Tei mfir returned to his 
camp; where he immediately received the congratulations of the prin- 
ces of his blood, and all His generals, on the triumphant issue of the 
conflict. In the mean time, the fugitive monarch was closelv pursued 
by the Teymurians, and finally made a prisoner, by the division under 
the orders of Sultan Mahmhd Khaun, with uhose participation in 
the glory of the day we are now first made acquainted, and by Avhom 
he was immediately dispatched, with his hands bound, to the presence 
of the conqueror. 

If we are to give credit to some of his historians, it would appear, 
that when this concluding circumstance of the triumph of his arms 
was announced to Teymur, his first order was, that the illustrious 
captive should be unmanacled; alter which, he was introduced by 
his conductors, to the immediate presence of his conqueror, who 
exhibited, on his^part, the most generous marks of compassion to- 
wards bis haughty, but now vanquished rival. Having thus conce- 
ded what he conceives to be due to the opinion of others, the author, 
whom we have taken for our guide, proceeds, however, to state, what 
he alleges to have heard from his own father, on the information of 
Seyud Ahmed Terkhan, who was actually present on the occasion, 
namely: when it was announced to Teymur, by some of his attend- 
ants, that the Turkish monarch w'ith bis hands bound was at the 
entrance-of his pavilion, he signified his pleasure that he should be 
immediately introduced into the imperial presence ; which being 
accordingly done, the conqueror proceeded at first sight, to address 
his captive in terms of most severe and stern reproach. But, when 
indulgence had thus been given to the emotions of resentment long 
suppressed, a better, and more liberal feeling, of compassion for mis- 
fortune took possession of the mind of Teymur; and having directed 
that the hands of his captive should be relieved from their bonds, he 
invited him to take his seat beside himself, on the imperial cushion. 
He did not, however, forbear to remind the humbled monarch, that 
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although the controul of all human events, is finally to be sought in a H oo 4. 
the will of the Creator; yet, that the causes which more immediately ^ P 
produced his recent -catastrophe, were too obviously indicated to 
escape the most careless observation. If he had gathered thorns, they 
were of his own planting, if he had woven silk, it was of his own 
spinning. He then recapitulated the multiplied provocations which 
he had recen ed at Ins hands, either of w Inch he described as alone suf- 
ficient to justify the extremit}^ to which he had been leduced, of 
marching his Mctorious armies into the Turkish dominions. The 
considerations by which he had been so long witliheld from this last 
step, had been frequently explained. For his own part, he solemnly 
protested, that if the Turkish monaich had given ear to Ins counsels, 

— if he had not so contemptuously disregarded the overtures of peace 
and conciliation so repeatedly conveyed to him, there was no species 
of support, either in troops or treasuie, or an}- thing most essential to 
promote his views, whether of zeal or ambition, which he was not> 
cordially disposed to bestow upon him. In conclusion, however 
notorious the severe and cruel vengeance, designed against himself 
and Ins faithful followers, had the issue of the recent conflict proved 
otherwise than what they had e.xperienccd, yet, as the noblest proof 
of gratitude w Inch he could offer up to divine justice, for the splendid 
victory which had crowned his arms, he proceeded to assure the fallen 
Bajdzet, that either towards himself, his sons, or any of his vassals, he 
had not ought in contemplation, that was in any shape inconsistent 
nith the most friendly and benevolent motives. He therefore re- 
quested that he would discard from his mind evei}'- uneasy appre- 
hension, every circumstance that could awaken solicitude or alarm ; 
for from his conqueror, he had nothing further to fear. 

Overwhelmed with grief and shame, Bajazet did not hesitate to 
acknowledge his errors, and his crimes, confessing that the event had 
too clearly demonstrated how grossly he had been misled, in disre- 
garding the counsels of a monarch at once so magnanimous and invin- 
cible. If, therefore, the imperial clemency might be extended to 
forgive the past, he for his part should hold both himself, and his 
children, solemnly pledged for the remainder of their lives, to the 
most perfect obedience, and to the discharge of every duty within the^ 
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' Yiou ' z^I : clemency appears to have produced a further favorable clf.^ct 

suffd. upon the soul of Teymur ; who now caused his illustrious captive to 
be clad in imperial robes, and «ho unbended from the stern dij^nitv 
of his character, to console and (‘ncoura^e him vMth promises, and 
with hopes the most flattering to his expectations. These proofs of a 
generous and sympatliizing disposition, did not fail to awaken a 
corresponding impression in the mind of the Turkish monarch ; 
although, after expressing due acknowledgement, he forbore to avail 
himself at present of the auspicious change, further than to intreat 
tliat his two sons Moussa, and Mdstafa, who had bravely fouglit bv 
his side during the battle, and for whose fate he expressed the most 
anxious apprehensions, might be sought for; and, if still alive, brought 
to share with their father in the unlooked for bounties of a liberal 
and generous conqueror. The request of Bajazet was readily com- 
plied with, and the imperial Towatcheis were immediately employed 
to make the necessary inquiries. In the course of a few days, Moussa, 
one of the princes, was discovered, and conducted to the camp of 
Teymdr; by whom he was kindly and honorablv received and con- 
veyed to the presence of his father' who had, by ibis time, been 
lodged in a magnificent suite of pavilions, adjoining to the imperial 
head quarters, subjected to no other restraint, than the snpenntcn- 
dance of the guards appointed to observe his motions, and watch 
over his safety. 

From the field of battle, Teymur returned shortly afternards, In 
triumpli, to the plains in the vicinity of Angounali ; ol which titv, 
the governor Yakoub now presented the keys without fiirflicr diffi- 
culty. He was consigned to the sale custody of Ally Sultan I ow- 
atchei; and the agents of the imperial exchequer were irnmc'hatf ly 
dispatched into the town, in order to levy upon the mhahit.irits, a 
ransom for the security of their persons niul property. At thirt f r/s;*', 
Mahommed Sultan, with a division of the army, accompanied by 
Mirza Aba Bukker, and the Ameirs .Taliaun Shah, and She/kb Nur- 
ud-dein, was detachcfl towards Brusa, or I^riisa, at that ptno), the 
metropolis of the dominions of the house of Oilim in ; Sin ikb Nur-m!- 
dein being appointed to take charge of the revenues of llu provim < 



ITrro, wo nnv bo prnnitlrtl to ob'^orvo, that come panic have boon 
takuu \\ iiln>iit < n't cl, lo itlcnlilv the A\all.i deernbod by Knollos, 
as n cbn^uin nniccror (icnocse cMraciion, born at C.ifTi in tlic 
Cnnn'a. bii:!i in the confuloncc of I'cMiinr, and bfaiinj; ibc most 
disiinmu'-bcd romniand in bis armus. On line occasion, ho is said, 
b\ tlu* atillior I'lsi nth cried to, to Iia\o rominandcd the dnision dis- 
p Itched tow inis Bro'-a, but, nccordni" lo onr original, that command 
was cniru'^ud to Mir/a Mahoininctl Sullan, and we arc thcrcTorc 
rtdnccd to the in ct ssuy of r<'co"ni7ing this cclibratcd personage 
either ni Annir ^ diann Shah, or Sluikh N*ur-nd*dcin, of whom we 
arc di'post (1 to fi\ upon the laitcr — with the rcllection rather morli- 
fxin::, that he mu‘'t ha\c bct'ii an apostate from the f.nth of Ins an- 
c 'stcirs • Mahomnicd Sultan, with the troops under Ins orders, pro- 
cv'idtd, howextr. xxiihoul tklix, lo the e\ecntioii of the service 
cnirnstid to his direction . ox ( r-ruinnnu m his course, the xx hole of 
the countix lo the cnufincs of I•^ara Y ica, more generally known, 
according to onr author, hx the appellation of Ghaiir-c-l'.skuiuler — 
the caxern or x alley of Lskundcr — of winch more hereafter. The 
Mnvis Sultan 1 ICisscx ne, and Eskundor, xxith the Ameirs SiMiman 
Sh ih, Uustnin I’oghai Bougha, and ,Scyiid Khaiijah, xxcre dis- 
jiatrhcd at the same lime, in a southern direction, towards Koinnah, 
Auk>heher, Alauniah, and Adaiiliah , all celebrated cities in the 
pcinnsiila of Asia minor 

Ilax ing conx e\ cd intelligence of Ins great victory, to ever} quarter 
in the X asi circuit of Ins dominions, and detached Ins grandson Khaleil 
Sultan, accoinpanied by the Ameirs Mubashcr, and Doxxlut Tevmvir 
Towatchei, with a powerful remforcement of troops, to protect the 
distant frontiers of the empire, towards Tdrkcstaun, Te}mur quitted 
the neighborhood of Angouriah; and, in six stages, proceeded to 
Sourihessaur,t after surx'cving the citadel of which, he pitched his 
camp on the grounds adjoining. In the mean time, .Shah Rokh with 

• lliosc acquainted uitli llic liliud prejudices of Malionimcd.in x\ntors wdl, however, 
hcsullicicntlj aware, that tlic exploits of a Jirislian adventurer would find hut little nolice 
m \siatic hibtorj Amidn the nations of a more ctxdiicd quarter of the stobc, half a 
centurj hence, how small a niche will he assigned to the exertions of British Soldiers, m 
the annals of Spain! 

+ About 20 leagues, or half way, between Angotij-jah .SL Kotanhiah, 
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ten Tomauns, or divisions of ten thousand, of the army, was sent off 
: in a northern direction, towards Kuzzul, or Guzzulhessaur, [the red 
city], Estanous, and Ketlieir, all lyin^ in the route to the shore of 
the Euxine; Teymhr in person continuing his march to Kotauhiah, 
which he appears to have reached in two days. Here he fixed his 
abode, for a period of one month, finding it a very fair and beautiful 
city, remarkable for the amoenity of its situation ; in the midst of 
gardens and plantations, which yielded the most delicious fruits of 
every description, and on a spot abounding on all sides with the most 
salubrious and fertilizing springs. The inhabitants of the town, on 
depositinga competent ransom in the imperial treasury, were favorably 
treated ; and a prodigious sum of money the property of Teymur 
Taush, left here for security, became a splendid addition to the amount 
of the contribution. On his arrival at Kotauhiah, Teymur perceived 
the expediency of further detaching a division of the army, under the 
Ameirs Shah Melek, Abdulkereim the son of Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein, 
and other distinguished chieftains, towards Keraudah, Khoiijah-eyly, 
and Menteishah, all in the territory of Asia minor, nearly opposite 
to the island of Rhodes. 

The whole of the peninsula of Anatolia, having thus become, as it 
were, one vast parade of evolution, [Jovvlangab], to the victorious 
myriads which composed the host of Teymilr, and the representative 
of the house of Othman, with some, at least one, of his children se- 
cured beyond the power of harm, in the fetters of captivity, his nume- 
rous cares seemed to exact from the conqueior, that be should 
now devote a short interval to celebrate, in a splendid course of fes- 
tivities, this most important of triumphs. For this purpose having, 
accordingly, invited to his presence a magnificent assemblage, compo- 
sed of the princes and princesses of his family, together with the 
Ameirs of his court and the generals of his armies, he hastened among 
these, to circulate by the handsomest boys in the bloom of youth 
and beauty, in unceasing round, and in goblets of gold and chrystal 
va'^es, the exhilarating juice of the grape; while a thousand mmstreJs 
on e^ery side, united to fill the azure vauJt of heaven, with thnr 
melodious strains. In the mean time, while the sovereign was thus 
engaged in celebrating their triumphs, his victorious troops were not 
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tlic less aclivc in extcndini; Ins coiKiiiests to tlie various quarters of 
llic Turkish doniiiiioii ; aiul were possessing tliemscUes ot such a 
prodigious accumulation of spoil, as to hanish from among them, for 
a lime, both the speculations of usury, and the cra\ings of indigence. 

Dismissing, howe\cr, these scenes of soft and luxurious indul- 
gence, the author resumes the course of his narrative to state that 
Mahommed Sultan, with the troops destined for Brousa, proceed* d 
for five da\ s and as man\ nichts, with such ccleritv on Im-> march, 
that out of thirty thousand horse which had left the imperial head 
quarters, under his orders, lie found on his arri\al before that city, 
that not more than four thousand had been able to keep up with 
him. Mussulman Tchekb\ had- ncvertlieless, contrived to get there 
before him: and after taking possession of as much of his father’s trea- 
sures, as he could convcn!cnil\ carr\ with him. had hastened, w ithout 
delay, in quest of an asylum in some quarter more remote from the 
pursuit of his enemies. Some of the inhabitants had withdrawn 
into the recesses of Kouh Kcshcish, or Kesheish Taug, or Mount 
Olvmpus so called b\ the orientals; the metropolis of Brou=a being 
seated not far from the foot of that mountain , while others of the 
mo^e wealthy fled towards the sea-coast, but were many of them 
intercepted in ihcir fi.ght b\ tbeTe}murian ca’.alr;.- dispatched in 
pursuit of tnem. Two of the daughters of Bajazet. Iio lay concealed 
at Yencuisneher. or the new cty. about four leagues from Brousa. 
erd six days journey from Conslantinople.'" together with the dauzh- 
ter of Sultan Ahmed ofBaghdld. betrothed at toe request ofBajazet. 
to his son Mustafa, and who had remained to abide her fa‘e at 
Bmusa. now fell into the hares o' the '.ictorious Teymu.-^an=. On 
other authorities it is slated, that the princess Desp'na. dautrbter of 
Lazarus, or Eleazar Despot of Se.-Tia- and favori:3 vife of Bajazet- 
was among the captives se'zed at Brousa- on this cee-a.='en, Kara 
Yussuf. however, who had nnec h's residence in thatcitj in confewn- 
ity wnth the part-cnlar instmct-cn= of the Tu'hwh menarch. had 
prudentiv wincmwi!. tne moment it announced that t..e Xe*-'- 
miirian arm'es were at Xav^ereiab. and had returned in safety towards 
Hellah, and the inaccessib'.e territory e“ Arabia, 
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hommed Sultan, ivithout resistance. Sheikh Nhr-ud-dein entered the 
suffa. castle, in order to secure the treasures of Bajazet, uliicli had been 
lodged there to a vast amount, in specie and jewels, and oilier valua- 
ble effects; and two of the secretaiies of the imperial exchequer 
were immediately employed, to take a regular account of the n hole. 
But when this rich deposit had been secured for the state, everv other 
description of property in the town and neighboihood, was swept off, 
W'ithout exception, by an indiscriminate pillage of the troops; after 
which, the city was set on fire, and being, for tlie greater part, con- 
structed of wood and reeds, it was, in a short time, reduced to aslies. 
This useless and unavailing act of rigor consummated, IMahonimed 
SQItan, when he had been joined by the whole of tlie troops who 
had dropped in the rear during his rapid march to Broirsa, pro- 
ceeded tow^ards the sea coast; first detaching Mirza Aba Bnkkcr, 
with a division of ten thousand men, to the right hand towards Nt-ikc, 
or Nice, one of the most respectable cities in Natolia, famed tor the 
salubrity of its climate, the purity of its w'atcrs, and defended by a 
strong and lofty wall of hewn stone. Before the entrance of one of 
the gates, [iliat towards the north-west], lies a spacious lake of two 
days journey in circumference; and tlie town is seated on the direit 
road to Constantinople, not far from the Ghaur-e-Eskundcr, or ca- 
vern, or valley of Alexander, alluded to in a former page. At the 
same peiiod, Ameir Sounjek was sent, with a considernhic detach- 
ment, tow'ards Kanendali, a city on the gulph of Imcc, whitli he 
subsequently pillaged and laid in rums. 

Mirza Aba Bukker, on Ins part, proceeding to Nice, obtained po-.- 


session of that place also, without resistance; MiHsuiman Tciu‘lcf>\, 
notwithstanding its reputed strength, and the superior force hy which 
he was still attended, having abandoned it on ins approach, and fi"l 


across the Aub-e-I3ogliaur, or Bosphorus, or straits of Gallipoli, into 
Asra Yakia, Thrakia, or Thrace, into winch the appcKatioii nnv 
without much difficulty be now resolved. The wives and family of 
the Ottoman prince, w’cre disgracefully left, at tlie same tiim , tf» fill 
into the hands of the Teymurtans ; who were thus siifli n d without 
restraint, to pillage the town and lay waste the neighborhood. A 



401 


report ofliis succcs'^was now convoyed by Aba Oiikkcr, to Maliom- 
nied Sultan, at tins ))criod encamped on the plains of Mikhauleje, 
about three or four and twenty leagues south-west of Brousa, and 
a selection of one hundred of the most resolute and active of his 
soldiers, w as immediately apiiointcd by the Shahzailah, to communicate 
to the imjierial head (piarters the intellie:ence of the capture of Nice, 
and of the actual flight into Europe of Mussulman Tcheleby. By 
the same opportunity , Auk Sultan w as dispatched by Aba Bukker, 
^\uh the prestiU of a Shonkaur, or ^\hltc falcon, for his imperial 
giandsire. 

Between Brousa and Kotauhiah, distant about two day's journey 
(from either), is described to haveeMsted a\cry diflicult pass on the 
ridge of a mountain, thick set on every side by an almost impenetrable 
foiesi As soon, therefore, as the troop dispatched by Mahommed 
Sultan cnleted this pass, they were suddenly' attacked on all sides 
by a \asi number of the natives, who conceived it a favorable oppor- 
tunity to inflict some punishment on their in\aders; and tlieyMvould, 
perad\ ( iiture, ha\ e completely succeeded, w ere it not for the singular 
firmness, coungc, and skill, with wdiicli they' w'ere recened by their 
\eteran opponents, in the issue they' w'ere, however, repulsed w’lth 
lo^'S and disgrace, and this chosen band of warriors was suflTered to 
continue its march without further molestation to Kotauhiah ; wdiere 
It soon afterwards arrived in perfect safety', with the se\eral articles 
entrusted to its conveyance. Almost at the same period, Shums-ud- 
dein Almauleghy' was employed by Sheikh Niir-ud-dein, with a 
similar escort ot chosen troops, to con\ey' to the presence of TeymOr 
the gold and jewels, which had been set apart for this purpose from 
the treasures of Bajazet, and whicb now' reached their destination w'lth 
equal felicity. 

Mahommed Sultan returned, shortly' afterwards, from the plains of 
MikhauUqe to the ruins of Brousa, w'liere he w'as joined, first by 
Aba Bukker with the plunder of Nice, and subsequently by Ameir 
Sounjek, from the destruction of Kanendah, and the pillage of the 
adjoining sea-coast. From thence the shahzadali proceeded to en- 
camp on the meadows of Yenguisheher, wbich are here said to lie 
contiguous to Brousa, probably extending from the one place to the 
VOL. III. ' 3 F 
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other; and here, in concurrence ^ith an intimation conveyed from 
Teymtir, Mirza Aba Bukker espoused the eldest daughter of Dajazet 

On the other hand, the Mirzas Sultan Htisseyne, and Eskunder! 
Tvho had been detached to the left, with the Amejrs Suliman Shah 
andRustnm Togh^i Bouga, having by forced marches, first surprised 
the encampment of a Turkman chief of the name of Kebek, or Kepek, 
which they plundered, thence continued their progress to Auksheher,. 
and Earahessaur, the white city, and the black fortress, of both which 
they appear to have obtained possession without difficulty, if not 
without resistance, the inhabitants contributing a sufficient sum of 
money by way of ransom for their lives and property. After this, 
they proceeded to pillage the territory of Tchegherb&legh, and the 
Arab tribe of Hameid ; finally collecting together so vast a multitude 
of cattle of every description, particularly in camels, horses, and 
sheep, that it became at last utterly impossible to drive them along. 
They then reduced and ransomed the towns of Shehermata, and 
Aukserai ; after which Ameir Suliman Shah appears to have separ- 
ated from his associates, in order to fix his headquarters at Kouniah, 
or Iconium, among the vallies of the Karamanian mountains. From 
that station he dispatched, to the presence of his sovereign, a propor- 
tion of the booty which he caused, on this occasion, to be taken from- 
the soldiers of his division;* the Mirzas, with Seyud Eliaujah the sou 
of Sheikh Ally Bahauder and the other chiefs just mentioned, direct- 
ing their march, at the same time, towards the territory of Aydein ; 
the whole of which the}’’ plundered and laid waste, v ith cruel slaugh- 
ter, to tlie shores of the Mediterranean. 

In the meantime, the hoarded treasures and rich property of C.ij-i- 
zet, together with his consort Desteina. or ratherDespina, thedaugliter 
of Lauss, or Lazarus or Eleazar prince of Ser\ la, and all the females of 
his household, were conveyed by Sheikh Nur-ud-dein, from Brotisa, 
to the imperial head quarters at Kotauhiah. ith a magnanimity 
very honorable to bis memory, the princess m ith all her equipage, 
wasimmediateK restored to her husband, by the conqueror, the Ldy, 
however, haMng been first prevailed upon, peradventure compelled, 
to embrace the doctrines of Isslaum in preference to the errors o 

** Dc. la Croix asserts that h ^as a tribute from the captn e so! Jiers of the cueni} . 
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inriilclity, or Christianity, ^^hich slie had been hitherto permitted to 
rciain. About the '^ame conjuncture, Aineir Mahommed, or Ma- 
hommed Beg, the«;on of AUu-ud-dein formcrlj piincc of Karamania, 
v ho had been detained in the prisons of Bajazet ever since he \Nas 
twelve }cars of age, was conducted to the court ofTeymiir, by w hoin 
he was entertained with distinguished kindness. Together with a rich 
diadem and ijirdle, the Tchcghaiaiaii monarch immediately conferred 
upon him his hereditary governuient of ICaramaun, including the 
cities of Kouniah, Larendah, Aiikserai, Anzanah, and Alaiiiah, toge- 
ther with all their lands and dependencies; and, as a further proofof 
his especial fa\or, superadded to the rest the sovereignty of Aukshe- 
lier — all of which remained for a long time after this in the possession 
of the same Ameir Mahommed, or his children. 

IlaMiig now consumed the period of one whole month, in trium- 
phal festiMty at Kotauhiah, Tejmfir conceived it expedient again to 
set his army in motion, directing his course to the west- ward. He 
was shortly afterwards joined on his march, by Mirza Mahommed 
Sultan, accompanied by the Ameirs Sulimaii and Sounjek ; Shums- 
ud-dein Abbas ha\ing been left in charge of the encampment on the 
plains of Yenguishcher, Shehernou, or the new' city, near Brousa. 
At this conjuncture the anger of his sovereign, for reasons not ex- 
plained, w as excited against Saeine Temfir, w ho w as now put to death 
together with one of his brothers on the spot; and two more, who 
were absent, were condemned to share the same fate, w’herever they 
could be found. Not long after their arrival in the imperial encamp- 
ment, on this occasion, the Alirzas Mahommed SGltanand Aba Buk- 
ker, w'lth the Ameirs by whom they had been attended, received 
orders to return, and rejoin the troops at Brousa, and Yenguisheher; 
W'hile Teymur wnth the mam bodj', continued his march tow'ards 
Teighourleg, or Tungouzleg, in a south-w'est direction ; and crossing 
a mountainous ridge, or pass, on his Avay, again encamped among 
some delightful meadow’s in the neighborhood of Alt^ntaush, or the 
golden rock. Here the ministers of wrath were again in activity, to 
carry into execution a mandate now issued for the death of Khaujah 
Teyrouz, or Firozes, w’ho had some time since held the government 
of Asrayakiah, or Thrace, the part of the European continent which 
was 6rst occupied by the house of Othman. 
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On the plains of Altuntausb, the scene of festivity and triumph 
was re-opened, with all imaginable splendor, by the Tchegliat&ian 
conqueror; and at the moment when the hearts of all lay expanded 
from the effect of the most copious libations, a summons was dis- 
patched to invite the captive Bajazet, to participate, if that vas pos- 
sible, in the pleasures of the entertainment — in order that havino- 
already witnessed their matchless prowess in'the field of battle, he 
might also be convinced that the Xeymfirians wete equally unrivalled 
in the bowers of mirth and social enjoyment. The illustrious captive 
was received with every expression of kindness and hospitalitv, nor 
was any thing omitted to soothe, and alleviate, the anguish of misfor- 
tune; and, to complete the measure of imperial bounty, it was final- 
ly announced to him by bis conqueror that, at the proper sea- 
son, he should be actually reinstated in the possession of all his dom- 
inions in Narolia, Teymfir, shortly afterwards, resumed his march 
for Tungouzieg. 

About this same period, Teymfir conceived it advisable to try the 
effect of another embassy to tlje court of Melek Faredje, or Fendje, 
Sfiltan of Egypt , at the same time to announce his conquest of the 
dominions of the house of Othman, and to demand that his name 
should be inserted, without further demur, in the Khotbah,and on the 
coinage both of Egypt and Syria. The liberation of Ettelmesh was 
again insisted upon ; in default of which the Sultan was to he for- 
mally apprized that, immediately on their return from the Feninsuln 
of Asia minor, the imperial armies would most assuredly enter his 
country. The person whom he selected to take charge ot this em- 
bassy appears to have been a certain Budder-ud-dein Ahmed, the son 
of Shums-ud-dein Jezzery, or Jezzary, one of the vassals of Bajazet 
taken prisoner by the troops on his flight from Brousa ; and recently 
introduced, by Sheikh Nur-ud-dein, to the patronage of his sovereign. 

While he resided at Kotauhiali, similar missions were employed 
in other quarters, on the part of Teymur , and among others, two 
persons were dispatched to Constantiniah, or Constantinople? nith 
a, demand of tribute on the Greek Emperor, [Emanuel Palmologus], 
here distinguished by the unaccountable appellation ofTakour. T wo 
more were authorized, at the same time, to proceed to the court of 
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Mussulman, or Suliman Tchclcby, [Calcpinus], the son of Bnjazet, 
■\\lio had, as roccnily described, efTecled his retreat into Asrayakiah, 
or Atlirakia, on the European side of ihe Bosphorus; where he now 
resided at Guz/elhessaur,^ a castle, or fortified town, said to have been 
erected In his father, opposite to the city of Constantinople, on the 
land side. The object of this latter mission was to require that Mus- 
sulman Tchclob) would cither repair in person to the imperial pre- 
sence, or transmit the ordinary tribute of homat;e, or Peishkesh, in 
token of his submission to the imperial authorit\'. The envo3’s to the 
court ol Comiantinnplc returned, a short lime afterwards, accom- 
panied In an Amhnssador of distinguished rank and abilities, from the 
Greek Emperor, roincMiii; a competent sum of money in florins, 
[Felouri] lonether with ilie most superb display of presents, consist- 
11 g of all that was precious and rare to be found in the once splendid 
metropolis of the Caesars. He was further charged to declare on the 
part of his mastci, [iMuanuel] that as an acknowledged vassal of the 
Lord Paramount of the w orld, his mind w as already devoted to the most 
unrcser\ed and submissive obedience, and that he therefore consented 
w itluiut hrsitaiion, to the pa} ment of any tribute that Teymur, in his 
imperial pleasure, might be disposed to le\y upon him, since he had 
already t\pcru need loo much from unavailing hostility, not to be 
iillerl} averse to engaging in fresh contests with an} power wdiatever. 
Ha^ ing accordingly fixed the amount of tribute to be remitted to the 
imperial treasury, by the Greek Emperor, Teymur dismissed his agent, 
after presenting him with a Khclaut, or dress of honor, and otherwise 
treating him w ith the ordinary marks of favor. 

As the aboAe are the only circumstances related by our author, 
with regard to the communication betw'een Teymur and the Emperor 
Emanuel, or the Takour, as he is here fantastically denominated, w'e 
cannot forbear to introduce in this place, without pronouncing either 
on Its truth or fallacy, the following curious statement from Knolles's 
history of the Turks. 

“These Ambassadors, [of tlie Greek Emperor] by the command- 
“ment of Tamerlane, were by Axalla royally feasted, and all the 
“ honor done them that might be. One of them being sent back, to 
“ carry these unexpected newes unto the Greeke Emperor, filled both* 
• SoljuiuaTclicleby is said to Lave reUred to Gallipoli.^ 
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hiui) snd 3II the citi 6 of Constsntinoploj with 6 XC 66 dingc joy and 
“ gladnesse, which both he and his subjects in generall, spared not 
“ \Ailh bonfires, and all other signes of joy and pleasure to manifest; 
“ and the more to shew his thankefulnesse, shortly after by the ad- 
“ vice of his grave counsailours, passed over the strait into Asia, to 
“see Tamerlane at Prusa, and in person himselfe to give him thanks; 
“ who hearing of his coming, and very glad thereof, presently upon the 
“first'daye^s journey, sent the prince Axalla to meet him, and to 
“certffie 'him of the joy that he conceived, to have the good hap for 
to see him, as also to conduct him to Prusa': where those two great 
“ prin'ces, with the greatest magnificence that might be, met, and so 
“ spent otie whole day together. The Greeke Emperor, the next day 
“ taking his leave, was by Tamerlane, with much honor, conducted 
“out'df the city. Now had Tamerlane himself, conceived a secret 
■“'desire to see this so famous city as was Constantinople, from whicli 
“ he was not nowfarre, yet would he notgoe thither as a conquerour, 
“but as a private person : which by the meanes of Axalla, was ac- 
‘‘ complished, and he thereinto by the Greeke Emperour, pnvatly 
“received, and with all familiaritie possible entertained, the Emper- 
“ our shewing unto him, all the rare and excellent things that were 
“ therein to be scene; and the other Greeke princes devising all the 
“ meanes they could, to do him pleasure, and them which did accom- 
“ panie him ; who uere in a manner all apparieJled after the Greeke 
'‘fashion. At which time the Greeke Emperor himself was curious 
“ to shew unto him, all the faire gardens alongst the sea coast, a league 
“or two from Constantinople, and so pnvatly conducting him, spent 
“ five or SIX dales, with all the mirth that might he possible • Tamer- 
“ lane by the way oftentimes saying, that he had never seene a fairer 
citie: and that it was indeed the citie (considering the faire and rich 
“ situation thereof) of right, worthie to command all the world lie 
“ wondered at the costly buildings of tlie temples, the faire ingravcn 
“ pillars, the high pyramides, and the making of the faire gardens, 
“and oftentimes afterwards, said, that he nothing repented liiin of so 
“ long and dangerous a voyage, if it had been onely but to have pre- 
“ served from fire and sword, so noble a citie as that x^as In the 
“ Greeke Emperour, he commended greatly his mild nature and cour- 
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‘Hcsic* who knowing him above all things, to take pleasure in faire A n nn5^ 
“ and serviceable horses, gave unto him thirty of the fairest, strongest, 
and readiest that wore possible to bo gotten, all most richly furnish- history. 
*‘cd; and sent likewise, lairc presents unto all the princes and great 
“ commanders of the armie, and bountifully caused to bee delivered 
“unto them, all things which he thought to be necessarie for the 
“armie. So after many great kindnesses in short time passed, and a 
“ strait bond of friendship made, and b}' solemne oath confirmed be- 
“twixtthe two great princes, Tamerlane, with great contentment, 

“took his leave of the Emperour, and returned again to his armie 
“at Prusa. AVherewilh he now at his pleasure, without resistance, 

“ wasted and spoiled all Bajazet his dominion in Asia, no man, 

“daring to make head against him.”* 

But to return to our narrative, when the imperial standard reached Houzut-ns 
the station ol Belck, or Boulouk, to the cast- ward, or north-east-ward 
of Smyrna, the agents dispatched to treat with Miissulman Tcheleby 
also returned to the presence ol Teymur, attended by Sheikh Ramzaun, 
a distinguished personage who, during the government of Bajazet, 
liad exercised tlic function of grand Kauzy, conjointly withi that of 
juincipal minister of state, and who was now employed' on. the part 
ofMussulman Tchclcby, to convey to Teymur, together with suitable 
presents, in animals of the chase, and curiosities of various descripti- 
ons, and, moreo^e^, a considerable sum in florins, the most positive 
assurances of the Turkisli prince’s entire homage and allegiance, to 
declare that the liumane and liberal treatment experienced in the 
person of his father, had increased his confidence a thousand fold in 
the bounty and generosity of his conqueror; and that he was ready, 
the moment a wish of the sort w'as expressly intimated, to hasten w'lth- 
out hesitation to the threshold of the imperial residence — there to offer 
in person his pledge of allegiance, and to share more immediately in 
those proofs of imperial munificence so liberally extended to his fami- 
ly. These professions on the part of the Turkish prince were favor- 
ably received by Teymftr, and he desired it might be communicated, 
in reply, that he had dissmissed from, his mind all recollection of the 
past , had closed in^oblivion the career ot hostility ; and with respect- 
" Kuplles’s History of the Turks, folio edition, page 
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to the son of Bajazet* that it behoved him, without further delay, to' 
repair to tlie presence, banishing’ from his mind all apprehension of 
danger, all traces of the recent disastrous events, and exchanging for 
the milder feelings of harmony and reconciliation the unavailing pro* 
jeots of animosity and revenge. By this he would fully entitle himself 
to a liberal participation in his imperial bounty. And, with these 
sentiments committed to writing, Sheikh Ramzaun, whom in modern 
language we should call Ramzaun Effendi, was allowed to return to 
'his employer, after having been presented with a tiara and girdle of 
the usual rich materials. 

Among the events of this period, in the mean time, we find recorded 
the death of Sultan Mahmud Khaun, the titular monarch of Transox- 
lana, or I\Iawer-un-neher. He liad accompanied Ameir Shah Melek, 
to over. run that part of the territory of Asia minor, lying between 
the gulph ofSataha and the coast of Karamania , and fallmgill at the 
place called Ketch, or Ketchik Burlngh, little Burlugh, to the east* 
ward of Menteishah, or Myndus the ancient chief city ofCaria, he theie 
resigned his spirit to the mercy of Olugh Tongry , the great, or supreme 
being, so denominated among the Moghul nations. Tevmur either 
was, or affected to be, extremely concerned at the intelligence, but 
being one of those events against which there is no alternative, he 
soon reconciled himself to his loss, repeating the usual formula from 
the Koran ; “ We came from God, and to God we must return.” 

This did not, however, occasion any interruption to the design in 
which Shah Melek and his associates w'ere engaged. They proceeded 
in their plans of desolation, with unremitting activity, seizing with 
little resistance, and pillaging without remorse, each of the tow'ns of 
Ketchek Bbrlugli, Aukbekah, or Aukcj'aca, and Adauliah, or Satalia. 
Before this latter place, however, twm respectable officers w'ere killed, 
of the names of Sheikh Ally SeilaUny, or perhaps Seblai, and Sheikh 
Hadjy Seldfiz. From thence, allowung the interval of one night to 
intervene, they extended the ravages of fire and sword along the ad- 
joining sea coast, pilJagingand destroying the territory of Menteishah, 
and Tekah-eyli, [Lycia, Cana, and PamphyliaJ, wuth merciless fury, 
and, having rendered the whole one frightful solitude, finally return- 
ed, as usual loaded with booty^ to rejoin the imperial encampment. 
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In the beginning of nutumn, Tcyiniir had encamped with the mam 
body of the armv at T<inghoii7lig; a place set down, m De la Croix’s 
sketch, about six and liAonty leagues E. b. S. of Smyrna. At tins 
station, he was iurtlicr joined hy Se^ ud Khauiah the son of Sheikh 
Alh Bahauder, with the diMsion which had been emplo}ed against 
A>dein, or Atina, further to the south-ward, opposite to the island 
ot Samo^, and south of Ephesus, great numbers of the soldiers of this 
diMsion having siitTered, in conscijucnce ol the heat of the weather, 
and noxious air, of the country in which they had been serving.^ 
Sc>ud Ivliaujah wa*? himself, for some time, in extreme danger, from 
the same causes, although he finally escaped , a Msit from his sover- 
eign, during which he experienced the most aflectionate marks of 
condescension, contributing, as it is affirmed, in no small degree to 
the rcco\ery of this fa\ ored chieftain It is observed, as a very sin- 
gular fact, that there exists in the neighborhood of Tangliouzlig a 
petrif> mg spring, and that many soldiers w ho ignorantly drank of its 
waters, perished on the spot m the coldness of death. 

As the season for active operations was now* drawing to a close, 
TcMiiur proceeded to deliberate w’lth the princes of his blood, and 
most distinguished generals, with regard to the disposition which he 
should select for the winter quarters of the army , and it w'as deter- 
mined, that the several di\ isions should take up their stations for the 
season, m the different towns of the two Eylies, Sarfikhaun, and Gur- 
mian-ej 1} , in a line, as it would appear, across the course of the rivers 
jNIeander, and Meinder, in the ancient Ionia, parallel WMth the coast 
of the Archipelago. In this disposition, the city of Maghnisiah, or 
Magnesia, on the former river, w’as assigned for the accommodation 
of Mahommed Sultan, with the troops recently stationed at Yengui- 
sheher of Brousa ; and Shah Rokh,with the di\ isions of the left wing, 
the rear of the army being considered as resting on the sea-coast, 
was directed to occupy the territory of Gurmian-eyli, fixing his head 
quarters between the stations of Olugh Burlug, and Ketchek Bfir- 
Ifig, to the left of the Meinder. 

In conformity with this arrangement, Mirza Mahommed Sfiltan, 
with the troops at Yenguisheher, broke up from that place accord- 

• De la Croix aflirnis that their sufferings were occasioned by the air of TanghouElik; 
but in that case, the whole must have been equally exposed to suffer. 
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ingly ; and, after halting for some days on the plains of Mikhauleje, 
had passed the station of Balkessry, marking his course with the usual 
scenes of plunder and devastation, and pitched his camp among the 
groves and meadows, not far from the place last mentioned, when, at 
the expiration of the first watch of the night, he was suddenly attack- 
ed by Eliaus the Soubaushy, at the head of a large body of the Tchi- 
taughies, or native peasantry ; who had taken post in the neighborhood 
to protect themselves against the rapacity of their invaders. The 
officers who had been detached to guard the avenues to the encamp- 
ment, having been too dilatory in announcing the approach of the 
enemy, they were suffered to enter without resistance ; the main body 
of the troops having either retired to rest, or dispersed to plunder. 
The Shahzkdah had, however, mounted his horse on the first alaim, 
and instantly abandoned the encampment, for the purpose of rallying 
his troops in the rear; and being shortly afterwards joined by Ameir 
Jahaun Shah and the other commanders, the whole together turned 
upon their assailants, who were immediately repulsed in every direc- 
tion, with infinite slaughter, Ameir Jahaun Shah, having remained 
on the spot for spme days awaiting the baggage of the Shahzfidah, 
Avas then dispatched by that prince, together with Ameir Sounjek, 
towards the city of Beirauua, lying between Magnesia and the sea- 
coast ; which, with all its dependencies, became in consequence, the 
theatre of every species of cruelty and horror. The Shahzadali, after 
having at the same time, with barbarous absurdity, over-run and 
wasted the settlements on that part of the coast of Ionia, finally pro- 
ceeded to Magnesia, where he continued for the winter; that pkace 
being also seated at the foot of a mountain, teeming with the most 
delicious and refreshing springs, and surrounded by an atmosphere 
so salubrious, as, according to our author, to restore health and ani- 
mation even to putrescence itself. 

In the mean time, the imperial head quarters were removed from 
Tanghouzleg, to Doughourleg; a city, according to our author, 
known to the ancients by the nameof Ladkeia, or perhaps, Laodicea. 

It IS possible, however, that the author here alludes to the celebrated 
city of Ephesus, the ruins of which are represented to be in this 
neighborhood. But, at all events, either from regard to its ancient 
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renown, or from ndmir.Aiifin of il*; llien bc.uitifiil 5 lruclnrc>^, and \ H.nfir>. 
no! K'--*; ofil*. ‘iinirnlar nbnndnnrp fti nil lh.it conltl coiUrihntc to the 
enjoN nirn!«i of life, IVvimir iv ‘^aul to have rNcnipIcd the inhabitants 
fioin tw erv «.jirrics of ininr\ and rxnrtion, bc\ ond a reasonable conlri- 
bntion whirh w a'^ hwird upon thiinbywas ofrinsom. 

Cro''Sini: the Mnnder, or Mendonras, «.horlIs afterwards, Tc\mur 
eneamped on the left, or smitln rn, bank of that rncr, and there tN as 
Msitod b\ Anu'irs Mahnnini<d, anil Asfcndiaiir, the sons of Mahom- 
nud hte prince of Mintusba; who took rare to ensure a faaornblc 
rcreption b\ a proven! of one tbonsTud horses. They were each 
pre.spiitiil. 111 return, with a girdle ami neb tiara, ntul it was agreed 
tli.it Asf(iidiuir should .itiend flu* miptri.il roiirt, while bis brother 
b'Miie: tm^'.acid for till p,a\ iiieni of .1 siiptjl.ited sum of money, should 
tdiirn to Ills piinripalita , .lecomp.inu d by llie ofliccrs of goaernment 
.'•iitboiirid to nr«i\e H. 'l<}mi'ir then proroidtd to Giimillicssaur, 
forwbieb purpose, arrording to the modern maps, be must have 
r< rross<, d the M< null r , .uul lu re he coniinmd for st\ cr,vl days, w bile 
the ncents of tlu ttt.isiirv wire cmplovtd to Iiv} the conlribnlion 
wbieb b.ul been imposed upon the mb ibitatits. Wbilc be remained 
at ( iti/nillu ssnur infurmaiion was convoyed to him, that liis foraging 
])iriies Wire considerably molested bv n girrison of about two 
Imndodof the natives, who were in possession of a strong bill- 
fori m the ncigbborbood. In lonscquence of tins, the place was 
surrounded bv Tevmur’b orders, one evening after sunset, and by 
the ensuing morning, before the sun bad arisen from behind the lull, 
the iinponal troops bad not left a single vestige of these daring 
unfortunates alive to tell the talc. From Gu 72 ullicssaur, Teymur 
proceed! d next to Avaslik,* north-west, and from thence, turning 
again to the north-east, he directed lus march to Teirab, here men- 
tioned as one of the most distinguished cities of the Anatolian 
peninsula; but though rendered on this occasion further illustrious 
by the presence of the Tclicghalaian conqueror, it w.as not by any 
means exempted from the contribution laid, by way of ransom, upon 
ever}’ place w Inch came v\ itliin the sphere of his operations. "While 
he remained here, for a period of some duration, the ofiicers vvlio had 
• Accorditi" to the modern maps, the ruins of Ephesus are to be sought for here; for 
1 suppose Aiastsoluk to be the same place, differently spelt. 
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been dispatched to Menteshab, in ordfer to receive the tribute a^reecT 
upon with Ameir Mahommed, returned; bringing with them- specie 
and valuable effects, to an immense amount, exclusive of a splendid 
peishkesb, or present of homage, from that Ameir, to be laid before- 
the conqueror. 

During this interval, information had been conveyed’ to Teymfir,, 
that there stood on the neighboring sea-coast, at the distance of 
about five and thirty, or forty miles, a fortress of hewn stone, or of 
the best masonry, of great strength and'magnitude, enclosed on three 
sides by the sea to a prodigious depth, and, on that part by which it' 
■was connected with the mam land, secured against attack by a very 
■wide and deep ditch excavated entirely across the isthmus. He 
learnt, at the same time, that this formidable post was in the hands 
of a numeious and daring garrison of Frenguies, Franks, or European 
Christians, so in general denominated by the oriental nations. 
These were the knights of St, John, at this period in possession* 
of the Island of Rhodes, This celebrated fortiess bore the name of 
Izmeii', [Smyrna], was considered by the natives as a place of' 
extraoidinary sanctity, and therefore resorted to, from all'parts of the 
surrounding territory, by a crowd of superstitious zealots, bringing 
with them alms and oblations, m different shapes, to the infinite 
advantage of the town, in the belief that they were thus performing 
an act of the most pious and meritorious devotion. Opposite to this, 
at the distance of about as far as a horse can gallop-, and' on the 
summit of a high hill, was another foit, likewise called Izmeir , but 
in possession of a Mussulman garrison, betwixt whom and tbeit 
opposite neighbors, there existed a state of perpetual and inveterate 
hostility. 

Being washed on three sidCs by the sea, the Izmeirof the infidels, 
or Christians, was, at the same time, on all occasions, open to every 
species of supply from the maritime resources of the enemies of the 
true faith ; and, being continually exposed to the enterprises of the 
warlike inhabitants of the Mahommedan Iznieir, the Franks, together 
with theordinary precautions forthe maintenance of Iheit impregnable 
station, which was always kept in the most perfect repair, took care, 
moreover, to provide Toi its security by an annual reinforcement of 
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one thousand veteran soldiers, amply furnished with the means of de- 
fenceand sub'«ibtancefor every emergency. Hence it arose, thatnotone 
of the iSlus'^ulman states by whom it was assailed, had hitherto bien 
able to make any i ffectual impression upon it , neither, from the period 
of Its existence as a military station to the present moment, had its in- 
habitants paid tribute to any sovereign prince, of whatever religion. 
It IS, moreover, added, that Sultan blurad, or Amurat, the father of 
Bajazet, more than once attempted to reduce it without effect; and 
that Bajazet himself had actually besieged it, for seven years, with no 
better fortune. All which did not contribute to render the garrison by 
any means less insolent, and aggressive, to the Mahommedans of the 
adjoining territory. 

On coming to the knowledge of these circumstances, Teyrndr 
determined to undertake the reduction of this celebrated place ; as a 
service of importance to the hlhssulman community, and not 
unworthy of his own exalted renown. Accordingly, jMirza Peir 
■}lIahommed the son of Omar Sheikh, together wuth Sheikh Niir- 
ud-dein aud other distinguished commanders, at the head of a 
competent force, w'as dispatched towards Izmeir, with instructions 
to propose to the garrison, in the first instance, the terms of the early 
ISIahommedan conquerors— Islaum, the tribute, or exterminating war. 
To these proposals, on his arrival before Izmeir shortly afterwards, 
Peir Mahommed, through his messengers, received from the infidel 
garrison no other reply, than what w'as conceived in the language of, 
rude and insolent defiance: the principal inhabitants, literally the 
bellmen-, adverting to the -practice among Christians for assembling 
to public w'orship, instantly dispatching to the Christian states to 
require immediate aid In consequence of this, they were in the 
course of a very short Jime powerfully reinforced in men, and sup- 
plied with arms provisions and stores, to an extent that enabled them . 
to enter upon their defence wMth singular advantage ; and they did , 
not appear at all disposed to suffer their resources to waste away 
in inactivity, 

Peir Mahommed and his associates did not -fail, in the mean time, 
to transmit w'ltliout delay, to the head quarters of Tej^mur, the 
necessary report of what was passing; and that monarch, leaving his. 
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heavy baggage at the foot of the hill, on the summrt of which the city 
of Teirah appears to have stood, on Saturday the sixth of the latter 
Jummaudy of the eight hundred and fifth of the hidjerah,* in the 
very depth of winter, and in the midst of incessant ram, proceeded 
in person at the head of his principal force to join the divisions alrea- 
dy before Izmeir ; Mahommed Sultan with the troops of the left wing 
from Magnesia, and Meiran Shah and his son Aba Bukker, with the 
Ameirs under their orders, having, at the same time, received instruc- 
tions to hasten'to the same destination. Immediately on their arri- 
val, the imperial troops of the mam body commenced an attack on 
that part of Izmeir, by which it communicated with the maw ; the 
principal generals setting the miners to work, and planting their ma- 
' chines of war, and other implements of annoyance, on those points 
ifrom whence the besieged appeared to be most assailable. But, as 
the works of the place were on three sides protected by the waters 
of the deep, Ameir Shah Melek, by direction of Teymfir, caused a 
number of strong wooden piles, of the necessary length, to be driv- 
en triangularly into the bottom of the sea, at short distances from 
each other ; on the tops of which, thick planks being laid connecting 
ithem substantially together, a sort of bridge, or stage, was thus con- 
structed of sufficient breadth and stability to receive considerable 
bodies of troops ; and thus, to the astonishment of those within, a 
barrier shot up from the very bosom of the deep to cut them off 
from all possibility of egress and ingress, and effectually to deprive 
them of those supplies of arms and provisions, which they had 
calculated to receive from the shipping of the friendly maritime 
states. 

In these circumstances, Meiran Shah with his division, and Ma- 
hommed SAltan with the troops from Magnesia, having left that 
station in charge of Sbums-ud-dem Abbas, arrived before Smyrna, 
the troops of Mahommed Sultan m particular, animated by the ex- 
ample of their prince, immediately joining, and with singular ardor, in 
the operations of the siege. The exertions of the whole army 
•were now united to harass the troops, and beat down and destroy 
the defences of the enemy, by all the expedients which they 
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could devise from the whole theory of the art of war as then in a. H.oos. 
practice; neither were the garrison in any shape less active in — 

repelling the attacks, and retarding the operations of the besiegers, sufla» 
both by incessant discharges of fire-w’orks, and an indefatigable 
application of the various means of annoyance, wdiicli they possessed 
in inexhaustible abundance. 

The period of a fortnight had thus elapsed in unremitting hostili- 
ties , and time and fortune, the witness and agent of so many 
portentous revolutions in this everchanging world, might smile and 
shed a tear upon the unavailing efforts of this unhappy garrison, 
when the miners, by removing part of the masonry, at last succeeded 
in carrving their galleries under, the foundation of the works on the 
land side ; and the walls and towers were thus left with no other 
support than the rude frame-work, introduced by the engineers, to 
sustain them from immediate and total subversion. Nothing was 
therefore further wanting to complete the necessary arrangements, 
than to charge these galleries with the usual combustibles, dry faggots 
overlaid uith naphtha. At a signal from the imperial head quarters, 
the whole was accordingly fired, and the entire line of works was 
almost at the same instant precipitated to the earth ; numbers of the 
garrison being at the same time carried to the bottom, and perishing 
in the rums. The imperial troops, sword in hand, immediately rush- 
ed to the assault, and, in spite of all resistance from their already 
terrified opponents, entering the breaches, put all to death that fell- 
in their waj' ; although there were some few who contrived, after all, 
through a thousand difficulties, by some of the vessels in port to, 
effect their escape. 

Glutted with blood and slaughter, the Teymfirians thenr received’ 
orders to demolish the whole of the buildings of the town, composed, 
for the greater part of brick and mortar, and many of which exalted 
their proud turrets from earth to skies. These accordingly, together 
W'ith the fortifications, were now levelled to the foundations ; and, 
not a vestige, but the name, remained to indicate the spot which 
had been once covered by a place so celebrated and formidable. In, 
the mean time, several large vessels bearing two masts, and here de-. 
nominated Karekah, [caracs] full of soldiers, provisions, and arms^ 
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A H 805^ dispatched by some of the European pou'ers, now approached, ulien 
too late, to the relief of the Christian garrison ; but, finding the place 
puffb, 'reduced to a heap of ruins, immediately stood off in equal astoiiish- 
meiitand alarm, without daring to enter theport. They u ere, however, 
not at such a distance, but that several heads taken from the bodies of 
the slaughtered garrison were, by order of Teymhr, cast on board by 
the catapultae , and havung thus received such ghastly and convinc- 
ing proofs of the disastrous fate of their friends, the European rein- 
forcements made sail without further delay, and departed with dis- 
graceand soirow tocommunicatethe reportof what they had witnessed. 
The unexampled celerity with which the reduction of Smyrna vas 
accomplished on this occasion, is said to have struck the inhabitants 
of the adjoining territory with astonishment and admiration ; but no 
one experienced this astonishment in a greater degree than the un- 
fortunate Bajazet himself, convinced as he had been by protracted 
trial, of the strength and resources of the place ; for the present 
siege, from the investiture to the close, did not occupy altogether a 
period of more than twenty days. 

While the attention of I'eymhr was engaged in the reduction of 
Izmeir, the Sheikh Ramzaun v ho had on a former occasion been 
presented as the agent of Mussulman Tcheleby, again appeared in 
the imperial encampment; where he was permitted once more to 
lay at the foot of the throne a rich assortment of rarities in splendid 
variety, and in all things suitable to the grandeur of the monarch for 
whom they were destined. He conveyed at the same time, in terms 
of the utmost humility, assurances of the sincere submission of liis 
employer, as well as the expectations which he liad been encouraged 
to entertain of the bounty and liberality of a magnanimous conquer- 
or. Tliese communications were received by Te}mhr uith singular 
complacency ; and as a proof that the prince’s expectations ucrc not 
ill grounded, he immediately caused a patent to be executed in lus 
favor for the government of Asrayakiah ; or the territory on the Kn- 
ropcan side of the Thracian Bosphorus, ^^hIch had been long sun c 
taken possession of by the house of Othrnan. With ilus, a sph ndid 
Klielaut, or dress of honor, a horse in golden caparison, and n tiara 
and girdle enriched uiih jewels, the agent \^as then most honorablv 
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dismissed. About the same conjuncture, K6lb-ud-dein, deputed a H.C(’5 
on the part of Eissa Tcheleby another of the sons of Bajazet, who A. D. 1402 . 
had escaped from the catastrophe at Angounah, also appeared at 
court with similar professions of allegiance on the part of his master, 
and was dismissed alter a reception equally gracious and honorable. 

In the mean tune, Mirza Mahommed Shltan, after the reduction 
of Izmeir, proceeded by order of his scrandlather towards a castle on 
the sea coast, about a days journey to the northwest which, as it 
furnished an asylum to a great number of the inBdel, or Christian 
Franks, he was to employ the vigour of his genius to subdue The 
prince, however, no sooner made his appearance before the place, 
than, terrified by the appalling array of the Teymiirian divisions, the 
garrison and inhahilants, abandoning all thoughts of resistance, 
dispatched a deputation of their principal olficers in order to treat for a 
capitulation , otfering, on the sole condition of their lives beir.gspared, 
to submit to any tribute that might be imposed upon them. To these 
terms the prince appears to have acceded without difficulty; and 
having determined the amount of the impost, and employed the proper 
persons to receive it, returned shortly afteruards, according to his 
instructions, together witfi the troops under his orders, to his winter 
quarters at Magnesia. 

Having discharged his vengeance, in the manner just related, on 
the Christian garrison of Izmeir, and furnished the neighboring fortress, 
the Izmeir of the Mosslems, with ample supplies of arms and warlike 
stores, together with many other proofs of his regard, not without a 
strict caution to a strenuous exertion of zeal in the prosecution of 
hostilities against the enemies of their faith, Teymur, on his part, 
finally quitted the neighborhood, and proceeded towards the plains 
of Ayazlik , on which he again encamped shortly afterwards. Here 
he received an embassy from the prince of Safenj", or Scio ; the island ' 
in the neighboring Archipelago, which produces the fragrant gum 
mastick. To this chief our author assigns the appellation of Sopah, 
or Sobah, perhaps Scopes, with the rank of independent sovereign 
among the monarchs of the Franks. The envoy, however that may 
be, was admitted to an audience by the Tcheghat^ian conqueror, to 

* Fodjia, nccording to De la Croix. 

t The concluding fn, having, through the perplexing negligence of transcription, 
been subsUtuted for ya. 
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whom he conveyed from his master, together with a suitable peishkesh, 
some very zealous professions of allegiance and attachment, and he 
was also permitted to return to his employer, after a kind and 
indulgent reception. 

A predatory expedition, under Mirza Eskunder the son of Omar 
Sheikh, accompanied by Ally Sultan Towatchei and other respectable 
chieftains, was now dispatched into Aeily-ezem, the country of Yezem, 
or perhaps Bezem, as in De la Croix, although it is not easy to 
identify the precise state to which the name belongs in our present 
surve^^s. Itnas, however, entirely pillaged and laid waste, and a 
heavy contribution, moreover, levied on the capital of the province, 
by wa}'^ of ransom from further mischiefs; with which the young 
Mirza and his associates hastened, in triumph, to rejoin the imperial 
head quarters, which were shortly afterv ards transferred from Ayazhk, 
to the station of Tungouzlek formerly mentioned. At this latter place^ 
Teymur received a short visit from Mahommed Sbltan,>who had 
separated from his division after quitting Magnesia, and was now 
instructed by his grandfather to lead the troops of the right wing,'^ 
under his orders, in a direction to the left liand by the route of 
Angouriah — so as to form a junction with the main body on its anival 
at Ka^’-sereiah. Mahommed Sultan remained accordingly at Tungouz- 
lek, expecting the arrival of liis division , while Teymur proceeded to 
Sultan-hessaur, on one of the streams which runs into the Meinder. 
Here his troops were employed, by way ofiecreaiion perhaps, m doing 
some execution among the Tchitaughies, mountaineers peradven- 
ture who had taken refuge against foreign violence among the neigh- 
boring hills. 

About the same period, he further signabzed his bounty by con- 
ferring upon Yakoub Tcheleby, a younger b-other of the house of 
Othman, the government of the territory of Gurmian-eyli, together 
with the cities of Kotauhiab, Tangouzlek, and Kkrasheher, which 
already belonged to him by inheritance. On some former occasion, 
this prince is here stated to have fled from the tyranny of Bajazet 
into Syria, on the subjugation of which by the Tclicghataian armies, 
he had placed himself under the protection of the imperial stsiidard, 

* Tlie right in advauciiig, now the left. 
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and had c\or •iincp been an in‘5r]iar.d)lo attendant on the ])crson of ^ It 

7V\mur. It is oIimous (urtlicr to rcmaili that he was probably the 

* ^ •' Jlou/nt US- 

'S oiniccr brollicr of Ibii.i^ct ; on s\ hoin, \s hen Ins f.ilher Murad had sutla. 

been assas'-iii.ited on the field of battle, after Ins victory over Laza- 
rus Despot of Sers la, the European writers lia\e hestoned strangu- 
lation by tlie Pa'ihas of the empire, under the instructions of Eajazet, 
although It acknow leilgpil by Ivnollcs that the genuine Turkish 
annals la\ no such matter to Ins charge, and it must therefore be an 
error to alb gc that b\ him w ns exhibited the first example of that san- 
guinary policy, w Inch condemned the younger brothers of the race 
of Oilnnan to perish b\ the bowstring. 

Te\ mur proceeded next tow nrds Olftgh Dourlug, or the greaterBour- 
Iug< at which station on his arriv al he w as joined by Shah Kokh, who 
had also broke up from Ins winter fjuarters, in order to accompany 
the movements of the main body of the army. The castle of Olugli 
Bourliig. winch had not }ol submitted to the imperial troops, w'as 
now attaiked and reduced , the men were all put to the sword , the 
women and children made shnes; and the place was le\elled with 
the ground. Erom a couplet at the close of this section in the manu- 
scrijit, the event juvt mentioned, together with the death of Jullaul- 
u! I'slam who was kdlcd during the siege, appears to have taken 
phice in the middle of the month of Rudjub of the eight hundred and 
filth of the hidp rah.^ 

In the territory of Ilameid, or Hameid-eyli, north of the Gulf of 
Adaiilia, or Satalia, is described to exist a small sea, or lake, of 
fresh water twenty farsangs in length, and four in breadth, laid down 
in modern geography about five and twenty or thirty miles south- 
ea‘:t of Olug Bourlug. The dimensions of this lake are reduced, 
however, by De la Croix, to five farsangs in length, by four in 
breadth •\ Into this lake several streams are described to enter on 
one side to discharge themselves on the other; its banks embellished 
to the water’s edge by innumerable gardens and plantations, furnish- 
ing every species of flower, and fruit, and fragrant shrub in the great- 
est variety and abundance. But what particularly calls our attention 
to It in this place is the walled city, or fortress of Egrider, or Agnde; 

• About the 7th of Febniarj, A D 1403. 

t From Its appearance on the map, it may be abont 6 by 3, or about 18 miles in length, 
by 10 in breadth. 
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A.H 805 seated on tlie lake, enclosed on three sides by its waters, and sup- 
^ ported on the fourth by a mountain. In the midst of the lake, at a 

suffa. short distance from the city just mentioned, which has, at the same 
time, from historians received the further designation of Fullukabad, 
arose two islands, one of which bore the name of Gulestaun, the other 
ofNessebein. On the latter, which was the largest ofthetuo, a 
castle had been erected, together with some other very handsome 
and spacious buildings, and, of this castle, the inhabitants of the 
vicinity of the lake had availed themselves, as a depot tor their more 
valuable effects, as well as for their ordinaiy means of subsistance, 
in cases of emergency. The other island, from its name, possibly 
served as a resort for recreation and parties of pleasure. 

At the period under consideration, it is moreover added that the 
castle of Nessebein was thronged to excess by the concourse of in- 
habitants, who fled to It from the neighboiing territory, in the confi- 
dence of Its secure situation ; the lake being in all parts of a gieat 
depth, and rendering it unassailable by any ordinary method of attack. 
These various circumstances combining, at all events, to excite his 
attention, Teymflr determined at all hazards to make himself master 
of both city and island; and, as a previous arrangement, immediately 
issued orders that his heavy equipments should be conveyed towards 
Auksheher — tlie Antioch of Pisidia, about forty miles to the north- 
ward of the upper extremity of the lake. As the captive Bajazet 
was, at this period, laboring under the attack of a severe and dan- 
gerous maladv, Teymur directed that he should proceed at leisure 
with the heavy baggage of the army to the same place , attended 
by JMoulana Mfissaoud of Shirauz, and Jullaul-ud-dein the Arabian, 
two of the most skiltul physicians of the court, selected to prescribe 
to his relief on this occasion. 

. The imperial troops \\ere then put in motion from Olugii Bourlfia, 

and, wnth one intervening night, on the morning of the second da) s 
march, appeared before Egridcr. On the morning of the day follow- 
ing, the Mirzas Shah Rokh, Eskunder, and Sultan Huss<‘)ne, witli 
the Ameirs Sheikh Nur-ud-dein, Shah Melck, Ally Sultan 1 owatchei 
Sounjtk Bahauder, and other eminent chieliains, w'ere directed to 
advance against the town. Ascending the bill by which it was over- 
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looked, and partlj' skirting the base, in order to attack the pi inci pal gate, 
the assailants appear to have made themselves masters of the place, 
M'llhout any extraordinary resistance ; the garrison and inhabitants, 
ver> possiblv, resting their hopes of effectual defence on the protection 
of the neighboring islands, to which vast numbers now made their 
escape, plunging without hesitation into the waters of the lake. 
Orders were then issued to prepare, with the necessary dispatch, 
a great variety of rafts, and boats, the latter composed of poles, 
coxered with the hides of oxen and horses On these, and such other 
craft as could be provided on the occasion, the princes and principal 
generals embarked shortly afterwards, and proceeded to the attack of 
thefortified island of Kessebein, completely investing it on every side. 
Little expecting, peradventure, to be so immediately assailed in their 
fondly imagined inaccessible retreat, the inhabitants w-ere not less 
astonished than appalled, at the celerity and boldness of their enemies; 
w'houi they beheld approaching to the attack, amidst the most tremen- 
dous dm of trumpets, kettle-drums, and horns. Every idea of resistance 
seems to have been in a moment abandoned, and the governor, a chief 
of the name of Sheikh Bkba, hastened at the hazard of inevitable death 
from the weapons of the assailants, to throw himself on the moderation 
of the shal zadahs who conducted these operations, intreating that 
they might be his intercessors for the mercy of Teymiir. This, so 
far as regarded the lives of his fellow' citizens, he succeeded in obtain- 
ins: , but It w’as stipulated, without alternative, that they should 
relinquish every ai tide of property, and immediately remove from the 
island, w^hich \xas accordingly delivered up to the imperial comman- 
ders, the whole of what was found upon it, without exception, being 
by an express decree of Teymur, on the spot distributed to the arm3\ 
While engaged in the operations against Egrider, the son of 
^Ihbasher Baliauder arrived from the head quarters of Mahommed 
Sultan, to announce to Teymiir, that that prince, the darling of his 
hopes, was languishing under the effects-ot some severe and alarming 
malady ,-and as this inauspicious intelligence occasioned, in the mind' 
of the conqueror, the utmost anxiety and apprehension, a person in. 
whose judgment he could confide was immediately dispatched, in order 
to bring him a faithful report of the actual situation of the favorite 
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shabzMab, without disguising the slightest circumstance of danger; 
while he him&elf proceeded on his way towards Auk, or Augsheher, 
already mentioned. The march of the mam body now leadino- 
through the; cantonments of the left wing, under the orders of Shah 
Rok l7,an opportunity was furnished to that prince of givmgscope to the 
spirit of hospitality, in the sumptuous and magnificent entertainments 
provided for the reception of his august parent; and, peradventiire, 
ofdisposingof a part of thesplendidspoils of Asia minor, of which he 
must have had an ample share, in the expensive presents, which it 
was usual to offer at the foot of the throne, on such occasions. At 
the same time, and through a similar medium, the most acceptable 
proofs of loyalty, attachment, and zeal, were also exhibited by Mirza 
Sfiltan Husseyne, and by that gallant and distinguished commander, 
Ameir Shliman Shah. Another who availed himself of the opportu- - 
nity that now offered, was Ameir Mahomraed, prince of Karamania, 
who hastened from his capital of Kouniah to the imperial head quar- 
ters ; and, in testimony of gratitude for his recent restoration to liis 
hereditary states, presented on bis introduction, not without a con- 
siderable sum in specie, the most splendid variety of eveiy thing that 
was costly and rare, whether from the inventions of art, or the rich 
productions of nature. These proofs of gratitude were received with 
extraordinary complacency; and the same royal bounty which had 
given him freedom from the prisons of Bajazet, and re-established him 
in the inheritance of his ancestors, was, on this occasion, afresh extend- 
ed towards him in the most distinguished manner — after which he 
was very honorably dismissed for his own country, Teymur then re- 
suming his march for Auksheher. 

At that city on thursdaj'^ the fourth of Shabaun,’*^ it was now 
announced at the imperial head quarters, that the august captive, the 
royal and unfortunate Bajazet, had finished his mortal career, of an 
asthma, and inflammation of the throat.-j* Teymilr evinced the utmost 
concern, either sincere or affected, at this irremediable event; and it 
was then averred that when the subjugation of the dominions of the 
house of Othman should have been effectually completed, it was the 

* 26lh of February 1403. 

i Khenauk wo Zeyk-nn-nnfFus. De la Croix saj s it was of an Apoplexy. 



423 


intention of the conqueror, to have restored his illustrious captive to 
the full possession of the whole of the territories, of which he had 
been depiivedby the fate of war, in.order, as it is further stated, that 
he might be able to resume his laudable and zealous exertions against 
the detested advocates of image worship — the corrupt and idolatrous 
Christians. But, since this appeared to be at variance with what was 
inscribed on the tablets of an irreversible destinjs it became necessary 
to submit, u ith humble resignation, to the will of that ineflFable Being 
who has existed from, and will continue to exist, to all eternlt3^ 
Of his patience under affliction the monarch was, however, shortly 
to exhibit some more decided proofs, when the sorrows of death 
invaded the more cherished recesses of his own family. 

On his arrival in the tenitory dependenton Auksheher, information 
was conveyed to Teymur, through Daunah Khaujah, from the head 
quarters of Mahommed Sfiltan, by which he was apprized that the 
medicines administered to the young prince, had failed in producing 
the hoped for relief, and that the ascending humours, or morbid 
exhalations, had attacked the brain — in other words that he was 
delirious Teymur received the account with deep and unaffected 
concern , ami the same person was immediately sent back, with 
instructions to keep him apprized, by continual expresses, of the 
progress of his grandson’s disorder, until he should himself arrive 
upon the spot He encamped shortly afterwards at Auksheher, where 
he hastened to administer ever}' possible consolation to the family of 
the departed Bajazet , bestowing upon his son Eissa Tcheleby in 
particular, whom we now first ascertain to have been on the spot, a 
Khelaut of the most costly materials, a baldric, belt, or girdle, and 
sword enriched with jewels, a quiver, and quiver-belt of gold, and 
one hundred horses of the Choicest bleed and superior fleetness. Last 
of all, he presented him with a patent under his own sit^n manual, 
being literall}' the impression of his hand in red ink, possibly investing 
him, although this is not actually stated, with the government of 
Anatolia. He charged him, at the same time, to take the corpse of 
his deceased father, which had for the present been deposited in the 
mausoleum of Sheikh Mahmhd Heiran at Auksheher, and convey it, 
with all the honors due to departed royalty, to the metropolis of; 
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Brousa ; there to be laid in the sepulchre long since prepared for it? 
reception, by Bajazet himself. 

Leaving his heavy equipments and baggage at Auhsheher, Teymur 
DOW made the best of his way towards the encampment of Maliommed 
Sultan. Finding, however, on his march, that luo chieis of the 
Durghoth TOrkmans, of the name of Khuzzer Beg and Ibraiihini, had 
rebelled against the imperial authorit}^ and fortified themselves on a 
mountain which commanded the road, he directed the troops by w hnm 
he was accompanied, to attack and dislodge these unlicenced banditti 
from their posts. The mountain was accordingly invested on every 
side, and the Turkmans finally hunted out with considerable slaughter, 
their propert}’-, w'omen, and children, becoming as usual the prev of 
their assailants. In the mean time, while he w as thus prosecntinir his 
march, Doulut Khaujah, or Khoujah, the son of Eiltchy Bongha, 
brought further intelligence from the division of Maliommed Sultan, 
announcing that the prince’s malad v was hourly gaining ground. 'I’his 
Decessarily hastened the approach of Teymur. When, however, he 
reached the bedside of his grandson, he found him speechles<;, and 
reduced to the last stage of debility. Overcome by excess of grief 
the afflicted monarcli caused him, notwitlistanding, to be immediatil) 
placed on a litter, and continued his march the same day , probaMy 
for the purpose of removing him to a milder or purer air. But, w In n 
they had proceeded three stages beyond Karahessaur, [.M( l.iinocris- 
tron], and there halted to encamp, the soul of the young pnnee finally 
quilted Its frail enclosure — directing its flight towards that indefin.ihle 
centre point, from which we all derive our c.xistcncc. 'I Inn iniuli 
deplored event is stated to have taken place on the eightM iith of 
the month ofShabaun, of the eight hundred and fifth of the liidj«ra*, 
when the young Sultan had about completed the nine and twcritntli 
year of Ins age.-l* 

4 he gnef of Tcvmur, on this occasion, is described to have snrf)as<?e<l 
all bounds of moderation ; and the uiiiv crsal mourning, v\ Inch • M* nd* d 
to all orders of his court and arm} , bespoke tlie ( xtraordin.irg d* grt f 
in which the public at least appeared to participate m tfw ‘'orrr..'.‘i 
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of theirsovcieign. When tbe first paroxysms of affliction had, however, 
in some measure subsided, he directed the shrouded remains of his 
grandson to be laid in a Tflbout, which in general is constructed to 
represent the exterior of a shrine, or ornamented sepulchre, and this 
was deposited in a travelling litter, or Tukht-e-rouaun, suspended 
between mules ; in which state it was entrusted to the charge of 
Eleiaus Khaujah, and Sheikh Ally Bahauder, to be conveyed to 
Aouneik, or Avanic. From thence, after removing the body into a 
new shell, they were instructed to take it to SAltauniah, to be there 
deposited until, at a future period, it might be finally transported 
to Samarkand. In the mean time, part of the attendants were to 
remain in charge of the empty shell properly fastened up, at Aouneik. 

Having acquitted himself of these proofs of affectionate regard for 
the person and memory of his departed grandson, Teymfir returned 
back, to rejoin the mam body of his army, with the heavy baggage 
and impediments ; which shortly afterwards broke up from the plains 
of Auksheher, and prosecuted the march to the east-ward. Time 
and a variety of scene and occupation operated, however, as usual, to 
suspend by degrees the violence of affliction ; and the remonstrances 
of his generals produced at length from Teymfir an order, that the 
army should put off the gloomy badges of sorrow, and cease from those 
barbarous and melancholy clamours which had, for a period of some 
duration, filled every quarter with lamentation and woe. 
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CHAP. IX. 

I N the mean time, the triumphant issue of his Anatolian campaign 
had secured, from the government of Egypt,, an attention to the 
claims of Teymfir, very different from what had been experienced on 
former occasions. For Melek Faredje, who had assumed the title of' 
Mefek ul Nausserah, receiving accounts of the captivity of Bajazet, 
whose power had been long regarded with awe and apprehension 
throughout the neighboring countries of Asia, was early led to a 
persuasion that perseverance in hostility against- one so manifestly 
under the guidance of heaven, as the T’cheghat^ian conqueror appeared 
fo be, must assuredly terminate in disgrace and discomhture ; and he 
accordingly proposed to his cabinet, without further demur, the 
release of Ettelmesb, so unwarrantably detained by the misguided 
policy of his father. "With this view, the imprisoned Moghul chief 
was sent for, and, in the most conciliating terms of personal esteem, 
and'of regret for the harsh usage which he had experienced, apprized 
that a resolution had been adopted to include the name of Teymur 
on the coinage, and in the public prayers, throughout the provinces 
under the authority of the Sflltan of Egypt. In conclusion, he was 
requested to undertake the task of mediating between theShltan and 
bis victorious sovereign; and two persons of the name of Ahmed, and 
Auktah, were at the same time, appointed to accompany him to the 
imperial head quarters, authorized to subscribe to any demand that 
might he further insisted upon in the article of tribute. They "(’•'e 
also charged wi.h the conveyance of a rich and splendid Peishkesli,* 
consisting of money and jewels, of costly furniture of the most fin- 
ished workmanship of Alexandria, of the best tempered swords, the 
manufacture of Kaherah, and of other expensive and valuable pirfini- 
lars too numerous to mention. AVith these important obj ects the 
envoys left the capital of Egypt shortly afterwards, accompanied by 

• I’reaUJt ofiiomage. 
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Ettelmcsli. The latter, however, when he gamed the frontiers of A H. 005. 
Anatolia, took lea\e of hi^ associates and made the best of his way ^ ^ 
to the camp of Teymiii , where he proceeded to furnish a faithful suffa^ 
disclosure of the state of Egypt, and particularly of the extraordinary 
impression produced upon the Sultan and his ministers, and indeed 
iipon e\ery description of the Inhabitants, by the rapid success of 
the Teymhrian armies. The envoys were not long behind him; and, 
having obtained admission to the piescnce of Teymilr through the 
usual introduction, did not omit to communicate, without reserve, 
all that the} had been instructed to explain on the part of their 
master. 

Softened either by the remembrance of his recent domestic afflic- 
tion, or by a submission so much more prompt and compliant, than 
from former experience he had been prepared to expect, Teymfir 
received this embassy uith singular affability, and he condescended to 
observe that, lia\ mg at an earl}' age been bereft of a father’s counsels, 
hlelek Faredje had the greater claim for support on his imperial 
bounty; and that if his professions of homage and obedience were 
followed by a sincere and faithful performance of his engagements, 
there was no proof of affectionate and parental regard that would be 
omitted on his part, to confirm and protect him in Ins authority. He 
had, therefore, nothing further to stipulate, than to urge a continuance 
of his watchful care over the temporal and eternal interests of the 
people committed to his government ; of his unremitting attention 
to the peace and safety of the two sanctuaries of their common faith, 
the sacred cities of Mekkah and Medemah, and to secure to the 
merchant and to the stranger of every country, an unmolested inter- 
course through the provinces under his controul. The ambassadors 
were then dismissed; loaded with marks of distinguishad favor; and 
together with the usual Khelautsfor themselves, received, fortheirso- 
vereign, aJiadem set with precious stones, a royal robe and girdlemost 
splendidly enriched wiih jewels of every description and variety — 
accompanied with repeated assurances of the ctmtinuance of that 
friendly disposition, which had now determined to include him a'mong 
the most esteemed and faithful vassals of the Teymiirian power. 
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•Rouznti'.i'. singular an instance of moderation, on the part of Teymur, 

suffa. would be but little interesting to the reader. His mind was doubt- 
less engaged in the contemplation of some more important object^ 
and his views to the westwaid may have now terminated: and j-^et 
the wealth of Egypt had again, it is conceived, even at this period 
accumulated to a degree that might have excited the cupiditv of 
abstinence, and glutted the cravings of avarice itself. In these 
pages It has been, moreover, seen that the injuries which he had re- 
ceived from the Mamlouk Shitans, not only in the unprovoked deten- 
tion of his vassal, but in the repeated insults offered to his author- 
ity, in the persons of his ambassadors, were of a nature the most 
flagrant and aggravated. This, in justice "to his own dignity, 
and in vindication of the violated law of nations, was an offence 
which it was, as he had frequently arrogated, his peculiar province 
to chastise. Forgiveness of injury does not appear to have been the 
"prominent feature of his character; neither was it, perhaps, a charac- 
ter at which he was very ambitious of aspiring. Possibly the hand 
of age "had by this time softened the asperities, and subdued the 
violence of his temper; and a slight acknowledgement of submissioa 
was thus It seems sufficient to arrest the arm of vengeance, however 
gross the provocation, and however inexorable in its course on other, 
occasions. 

An object towards which the attention of Teymiir appears, however, 
to have been more particularly directed about the present period, 

' was the deportation, into the countries beyond the Oocus, ot the Kara- 

Tatanan colony, originally introduced into the territory bordering on 
Anatolia, eastward, under the government of Hiilaiikou Khaun. The 
original tribe when, at a remote period, it consisted of seventy thousand 
families, was seated on the frontiers of Khathi; and, having subjugated 
the greater part of those adjoining to it, continued for many years to 
maintain itself in great glory. But a state of inextinguishable hostility 
having long subsisted between it and those of the Moghul race, as 
may be found related in detail in the annals of Turkestaun, the 
immortal Jengueiz, as soon as the decrees of providence had, elevated 
that monarch to the supreme power over the oriental world, issued a 
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maml.itc for the entire extirpation of the male part of the hostile tribe, 
to the \( ry inl.int at it*^ mothorV breast; the turbulent anti refractory 
spirit of the w hole, ha\ ini; attained to a pitch of atrocit} no longer to 
be endured. '1 his mandate was carried into execution witli all possible 
rigour h\ the ,Ungui 7 ians, but, during the reign of the great monarch 
just mentioned, man} of his subjects, both Moghuls and others, ha\ mg 
entered into matrimonial encagements with the K.‘ira*T atanan young 
w omen, \ enl ured to conceal the offspring of their union, until, in the 
process of lime, the indignalioii of their sovereign subsiding, many of 
this mixed race, on their arrn.il at years of discretion, were exalted 
to the highest diguiiies of the si.atc. Hence on the accession of 
Mangou Kaun, when that monarch determined on dispatching his 
brother Ilfdaukou, to take possession of the Persian empire, the Kara 
Taiaurs, were for the greater part enrolled in the army of that prince. 
As soon, howc\er, as he had finally cstablisht d himself on the tlirone 
of Tebreiz, finding, on experience, that the natural depravity of the 
tribe had been but little ameliorated by intermarriage, IlOlaukou 
contrived to rid himself of those same Kara Tatatirs, or black Tataitrs, 
bv sending them to settle on the frontiers, between Anatolia and 
Armenia. Here they continued until the death of Abil Saeid ; when 
the disorders which succeeded to that event furnishing too favorable 
an opportunity for the dcsiijns of the turbulent on every side, they 
separ.Ued into filly two distinct bands, each proceeding to seize upon 
such part of (hr neighboring territory as suited its convenience. And 
thus they remained until the time of K.uizi Burhaun-ud-dein ; when 
Sultan B ijazet, having made himself master of Sevauss, that monarch 
again caused them to be enrolled in thearmies ofthe house of Othman, 
assigning them settlements within his own territories. In these 
circumstances, the charges of subsistence, and the demands of the 
Slate, being then extremely moderate under the Turkish government, 
the tribe arose, in the course of a few years, to such a degree of 
importance from their immense pastoral wealth, as well as other des^ 
criptions of property, as to have become of the highest consequence, 
in that part of the country which had been allotted for their residence,. 

However, Teymhr had no sooner ensured his final success in, 
Anatolia, by his signal victory on the plains of Angpunab, than he- 
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^conceived the design of transplanting this thriving and powerlhl 
colony, from the land in which they had so successfully naturalized 
I themselves, into certain districts among the nations of Jettah, or 
lihtenor Tartary; where he might avail himself of tlieir martial habits 
to protect his dominions on that distant irontier, without endaiifenno" 
the tranquillity of his possessions more recently acquired on the 
borders of the Persian empire, towards Asia minor. But, as it was 
at that moment not exactly convenient to disclose this design, the 
chiefs of the tribe, when they repaired to his presence to do homage 
to his superior fortune, were received by the conqueror, with every 
mark of liberality and kindness, and with every expression of imperial 
favor that could encourage hope, and banish apprehension. Obser- 
ving, moreover, that the Teymurians abstained most scrupulously 
from molesting them in any -shape, they became, in genera], soon 
reconciled to the transfer of allegiance; and they accordingly remained 
in the settlements allotted to them by the former government, in a slate 
of comparative repose and freedom from alarm. 

The plan for their <leportation was, however, notthe less determined 
upon ; and accordingly, when he found it expedient to halt for three 
days on the same ground, in order to attend to the reception of the 
embassy from the Sdltan of Egypt, Teymhr availed himself of the 
interval to make 'his design the subject of a consultation uith the 
princes his^ons, and his other principal generals. A proposal of the 
sovereign was not likely to meet with any opposition of importance 
in the cabinet of Teymfir; but, as the colony consisted of not much 
-less ‘than forty thousand powerful families, containing among them 
an uncommon proportion of individuals of more than ordinary intel- 
ligence and sagacity, it was thought necessary to proceed with some 
caution, in carrying it into execution : and as a preliminary step, 
Teymur now gave directions that the whole of their settlements should 
be immediately approached, on every side, by detachments of the 
imperial troops, in such a manner as to cut off all possilulity of escape; 
at the same time, without offering the slightest injury or violence to 
any of the tribe. Accordingly, Ameir Jahaun Shah with the com- 
manders and troops of the right wing, recently under the orders of 
Ihe deceased Mahommed Sultan, proceedt-d immediately to the left 
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towards Tokaut and Amausiah ; while Ameir Sfjliman Shah, with 
part of the left wing, [the different divibions of the army retaining it 
would appear the same relative designations on their departure from, 
as on their advance into the Turkish dominions,] took the direction 
to the right, towards Ka\ssereiah and Se'auss; 7'c}murwith the 
main body of the army, proceeding by a central route into the plains 
inhabited by the Kara Tataurians — extending, at intervals, from 
Amausiah, to Ka\sereiah Shah Rokh and Mirza Siiltan Ilusscync 
were, however, more particuhrly employed in the charge, with this 
body of the army, of blocking up the roads and passes, and thus pre- 
cluding all specuhiions of escape by fl^trht. 
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would be equally in vain, acceded with a good grace to the proposal^ 
'declaring, with many protestations, that they could not but consider 
•it as an instance of rare and singular felicity, to become enrolled by 
any circumstance, among the vassals of so puissant and victorious a 
monarch j and to these protestations, TeymCtr appeared ’to yield 
implicit credence. Nevertheless, as a precaution not to be dispensed 
with, he ordered that their arms should be taken from the whole of 
the tribe, and deposited for security rn the imperial stores. It was 
afterwai ds arranged that the whole of the people should be distributed, 
by troops, to the commanders of Tomauns , and instiuctions wore 
moreover circulated that noneshould presume to purchase from them 
either sheep, or cattle of any description, lest such a relief from 
incumbrance might at any time induce them to form plans of escape. 
They were, however, exempted from every charge of subsistance ; 
and the Yourut-tcheis, or -officers of the imperial armies entrusted 
with the arrangement of quarters, were particularly directed in their 
allotment, to assign the clearest springs, and the most luxuriant pas- 
tures to the K^ra Tatarians; w'ho, to the number of thirty or forty 
thousand families, with their domestics, and an immense accumulation 
of sheep and cattle, thus accompanied the movements of the imperial 
armies, with no other inconvenience than was inseparable from a state 
of restraint, and perhaps some degree of incertitude, as to the destiny 
which ultimately awaited them. 

This object dispatched, and the subjugation of the dominions of 
the house of'Othman, in the peninsula of Asia minor, being considered 
now compleat, Teymdr resolved without further delay to conduct 
his armies back again into Azerb&ijaun and Ir&k ; it being his 
design to make a permanent arrangement of the affairs of those great 
countries, before he should finally return to the metropolis of Samar- 
kand. In the mean time, the queen consorts Serai Melek Khaiinnm, 
and Touman Agha, together with the princess Kliaunzadah, the 
mother of the deceased Mafiommed SGltan, and other branches of the 
family, were instructed to meet the imperial standard at Aouiieik, 
or Avanic — the same according to De la Croix, as Van, near the 
northern extremity of the lake of that name. Finding, on his arrival 
at Kayssereidh, whither it was probably necessary to deviate, in order 
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to nvoul the (h filc^; of Mount Tiurus in the direct road from 
K(M‘«hchcr, that many ol the iiihahiiants of the adjoininc^ territory 
hail hcon impelled hy their lear<;, toseck for safel\ in the caverns and 
snhtcrrnncous retreats in the nei";hl)orhood, he emploieda part ot his 
troops, under Ally Sultan 'rowatchei, to hunt out and distroy them. 
In cllictinp this piece of service, that distinguished chieftain, as he 
tv as ricoiiiioitcriiig the entrance ol one of the caverns, was pierced hy 
an arrow in the ro}al arttrv,* or vena cava, inconsequence of which 
he instantly expired. The authors of his death were taken hy the 
soldiers iinmcdiat«>I\ afterwards, and, being placed at the disposal of 
Ins brother, were the whole of them, on the same spot, saciificed to 
his vengeance. Having then prosecuted his march to some distance 
hc}ond Scvaiiss, Teymur took the opportunity of dismissing Kara 
Othman the Turkman, who appears to have been the son of Kauzi 
Biiihaun-nd dein, formerly prince of the adjoining territory, to take 
charge of his hereditary governmeiil, after which he proceeded to the 
plains of Arzeniaun, where he experienced afresh the most splendid 
attentions from Ameir I'nlierten, that chief, after having accompanied 
the imperial stirrup a stage or two from Arzenjaun, being then also 
permitted to wululraw to Ins government w ith every mark of imperial 
favor. At Erzeroum, where he arrived shortly afterwards, the con- 
queror was met by Ins grandsons the Mirzas Oliigli Beg, Ibrauhim 
Siiltan, Mahommed Jahaungueir, Avicil, and Saud-e-Wokauss, who 
had, by previous instructions, hastened post from Sultauniah, for the 
purpose of anticipating the embrace of their imperial grandsire. 

At the castle of Aouncik, where the princesses of the imperial 
family awaited his arrival, Teymiir gave fresh indulgence to his sorrows 
for the death of Mahommed Sultan, which was now for the first time 
made known to Ins mother, the Khaunzadah just mentioned, whose 
grief for the loss of abeloved son it would, pi rliaps,be easu r to imagine 
than describe. The empty shell, or coffin, prepared as it seems for 
the purpose, and left at Aouneik, was laid in her presence , and the 
lamentations to which she gave a loose, over the supposed remains of 
her offspring, might have produced tears of blood from a heart ofstone. 
fortunately the paroxysms of grief are not more obstinate intheir du-. 
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fation than those of joy. The great drum, and other instruments of mar- 
tial Djusicbelongingtohis court, contjnuingtosound, and thewholeKo- 
■ ran from first to last, having been recited tor several days successively, 
4n propitiation for the soul of the departed prince, the mourning cere- 
monies were finally concluded by an extraordinary distribution of 
alms and food to the poor; and a multitude of aged and pious persons 
assembled from different quarters, having greatly contributed by their 
expostulations and condolence to moderate and assuage his affliction, 
Teymilr evinced his gratitude by the most honorable treatment, and 
by loading them, on theii departure, with accumulated proofs of his 
bounty and liberality. 

To return once more to the more material part -of the narrative, it 
was, perhaps, not unreasonably expected, that, in conformity with 
’ the stipulations of the treaty concluded the preceding year, Gdrguein, 
or Gregory, prince of Georgia, should about this period not have 
failed to present himself before the throne ofTeyml^r. But it seems 
' that he could still venture to elude the performance of his engage- 
ments. A renewal of those scenes of spoliation and violence, which 
had, in part, been already inflicted upon that devoted country, was 
therefore determined on, as the next olyect towards which to convey 
-the stream of imperial vengeance ; and for that purpose, TeymAr, at 
the head of his whole force, right, left, and centre, proceeded imme- 
I diately to the northward, to the plains of Menkoule, already adverted 
to on some former occasions. 

By this time, sufficiently convinced of the folly and inutility of any 
-further qpposition to the power of Te^'^rour, of which he had long 
since suffered the punishment, if the attention of his puissant ad- 
‘ versary had not been otherwise more materially employed, Shllan 
EiSsa prince of Mardein, now hastened, by the most humble and 
abject submission, to avert that vengeance which, however delayed, 
sooner or later could scarcely fail to overtake him. On paying into 
the treasury his arrears of tribute, he succeeded, through the inter- 
cession lof Shah Rokh, not only in securing pardi)n for his offences, 
but in obtaining, previous to his departure, the most substantial 
- confirmation of his peace with the conqueror, by an alliance with the 
-imjienal family, through, the proposed union of bis daughter iMth 
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Sfirzn Aba Bukkcr the son of Meiran Shah. Amongst other chiefs a. H.oos. 
who embraced the ‘:amc opportunity of presenting themselves to A D 1403 
Tc\mi>r, we must not omit to mention Koustendeil, the brother of 
Gdrguem prince of Georgia ; whom an unnatural family feud had 
thus dri\cn to claim the protection of the implacable enemy of his 
countr\ . 

Without accompanying our author further, in his indefatigable detail 
of circumstances, \\hich uould swell these memorials beyond all 
bounds of proportion or necessity, it will be sunicient to notice, 
that at the period still under consideration, the opportunity w’as 
embraced to confer upon Mirza Peir Mahommed the son of Omar 
Sheikh, thcgo\crnment of Shirauz, and the territory, of old, dependent 
upon It; while Mirza Aba Dukker, one of the most able and active 
of the Tejmurian family, was selected to undertake the charge of 
rebuilding the dilapidated citj’ of Baglidid, and of restoring' the 
imperial authority in Arabian Iriik, and the countries adjoining. The 
officers commanding at Wausset and Bassorah, at Diaurbekir, and 
Islardein, and throughout Kflrdestaun, w ere at the same time directed 
to co-operate with the young Shahziidah, in the expulsion of Kara 
Yussuf the adventurous Turkman, w’ho had again contrived to make 
himself masterof the greater part of those countries; but, by w-hat 
concurrence of circumstances, for the reasons already repeatedly 
alleged, as well as because it could be*productive of no advantage in 
any degree adequate to the labor, w'e must decline following the au- 
thor, in his almost interminable disgressions, to describe. 

It may, nevertheless, be still expedient to notice that, having en- 
riched himself in his course bj*^ the plunder of Kayssereiah, K^ra 
Yussuf once more descended the Euphrates to Heit ; and taking 
post in the neighboring desert, he there soon assembled a considerable 
‘ force of his own tribe, and of the w'andering Arabs of the adjoining 
territory. Unfortunately for S&ltan Ahmed Jull^eir, w'ho was again 
in possession of Baghdad, and who was engaged in suppressing the 
rebellion of his own son Sultan T&her, that prince ventured to call, 

’ in the assistance of the Turkman ; by whom he was indeed soon 
enabled to chastise the perfidy of his rebellious child, the latter, in 
' his flight from the field of battle neay Hellah, perishing under the 
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'weight of his armour, in a river which intercepted his retreat TJut 
discovering that the rapacious Turkmans harboured the design of 
jplundering his property, whose cause they were engaged to support, 
‘the Siiltan fled in the course of the same night lowards Baghdad, 
whither, after having extorted all he could raise from the inhabitants 
of Hellah, he was shortly afterwards pursued by Kara Yussuf. The 
perfidious Yfissuf appears to have obtained possession of ‘the city 
M'lthoutmuchdifficulty the unfortunateSfiltan havingcontnved, how- 
ever, to secrete himself during the day, was conducted under 'cover 
of the ensuing night beyond the precincts of the town, 'by one of 
Ills faithful adherents of the name of K&ra Hussun, who actually 
carried him on his back for the space of five farsangs, until fallingin 
With a solitary bullock, the Sultan was then more conveniently 
mounted, and conveyed without further accident to Tekreit. Here 
he was very hospitably entertained, and liberally assisted, by Saurek 
Omar, of the Tartar tribe of Wayraut, or Oweyraut , and from thence, 
after having been joined by several of his officers, he finally effected 
his escape into Syria; in consequence of which it was that Kara 
Yi!l«Jsuf had now obtained possession of the greater part, if not the 
whole of Arabian Ir^k. This will sufficiently account for the ani- 
mosity which henceforward 'subsisted between the two chiefs, and 
which terminated only in the death of the Sfiltan, as was observed 
at the close of the second volume. 

Having received his instructions, Mirza Abd Bukker proceeded 
to Arbel,* or Arbela, where he seized upon the person of Abdullah, 
the governor of that place, together with several other officers accused 
of seditious practices; all of whom he immediately sent in irons to 
the imperial head quarters. Leaving his heavy equipments, the 
young prince then prosecuted his march without interruption to 
Hellah <on the Euphrates, where he was joined, in concurrence with 
orders previously conveyed to that prince, by Mirza .Riistum, from 
Ouroujerd, or Verujerd, to the eastward of Niliawend. The two 
Mirzas after some deliberation now recrossed the Euphrates in con- 
junction, and on the banks of the canal of Ul-Ghaunem, below 
Hellah and opposite to the village of Seib, found themselves in the 
It IS Ardebeil iu the maiiuscnpt, but that would be entirely out of his road. 
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•presence of the Turkman chief; "who had Viere taken post, in formi- 
dable strength, availing liimself of the line of the canal as a ditcli to 
cover his position. The whole of the force with the princes did not 
exceed three thousand men ; nevertheles, it was immediately deter- 
mined to attack the enemy, the only point in debate being with res- 
pect to the command, Aba Bukker insisting that his kinsman, as the 
senior, should take the superior station in the centre. This, however, 
IShrza Rustum declined ; and, to put an end to all debate, immediately 
crossed the canal to the attack. Uis brother Yaur Ally having, 
however, fallen in (he action which ensued, Kara Yussuf felt him- 
self. ver\ sliortly afterwards, disposed to relinquish the contest, and 
accordingly passing to the opposite side of the Euphrates, with a 
small body of his follo\iers, directed his flight also towards the fron- 
lie’^s of Svria ; leaving the remainder, amounting to not much less 
than fifteen thousand families, together with an immense booty in 
sheep and cattle, to the mercy of the Teymunans. The wife of the 
Turkman chief, and mother of his tw o sons Eskunder and Espend, or 
Srpend, with the greater part of his family, were also among those 
who fell into the hands of the troops of 2Tirza Rustum. The subju- 
gation o^ at! .Arabian Irak was the immediate result of this victoiyq and 
Aba B’'kker was now at full leisure to attend to bis charge, the re- 
building of Baghdad. and the repairing of the numerous disorders pro- 
Gvi^sobv such repeated u'^urpations, in this rich and fertile province. 

In the m-an time- the Tchegbataian army, conducted by Teymur in 
Quitted the plains in the neighborhood of Kars;,* and 
jfjo Gc'O'gian territoiy ; Ameir Ibraahim of Sbirraun, ever 
fn -'-’u^lrze b:s iovaltv and devotion to the service of hr; 
atreadv preceded vriih the troops of his province, in 
J ^ and secure the approaches into the conntrv. On the 

- of the object with ^hzch the imoerial armies 
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'-G''az‘' bl-Ak Girgnein is cesanbed to have experienced 

,-x:: under the impression o: which, he delayed 
•ent to disparch to tee preserve c: Teymur some of the moat 
shiifui azeuts cf his court. lu the moat humble and 

- ’’hee'e were iu-structeu to urge, uow far beueath 

i tberefurs t: Lioi: frr ms chi5ei cf 


vGva 
the rtniost possmi 




>■» - 


A. II. nor,. 

A D 140fl. 

Il0U/llt-(13- 

BUffd, 



A.H. 805. 
A. D. 1403. 

Rouzut-us • 
sufia. 


m' 

the dignity of so puissant a monarch* to engage his person in a contest- 
with one so mean and insignifioant-as the prince of Georgia: that, if 
the object was submission to the imperial authority, be was already 
in sincerity ofheartthe most dutiful and obedient of subjects ; and if 
merely a demand of tribute, that he was perfectly willing to engage for 
the punctual- remittance to the imperial treasury of any annual pro- 
portion of his revenue that might be determined upon. But, that the 
very shadow of the imperial umbrella was to him an object so tre- 
mendously- awful, that he had not yet been' able to awaken sufficient 
resolution to approach tlie royal presence m person. If, however,- a 
reasonable interval were allowed him, in order to subdue these dis- 
couraging impressions, that be would not hesitate to present him- 
self, like the Shltan of Mardein, and many other chiefs, under the 
shadow of the imperial pavilion; in the hope of being re-admitted to 
enjoy his portion of that favnr, in wffiich, on former occasions, be 
hadtnot been thought unworthy to share. 

These overtures on the part of the prince of Georgia, together withi 
the valuable and splendid presents with which they were accompan- 
ied, were, nevertheless, disdainfully rejected* by Teymdr; and the 
agents were sternly charged to inform the Christian chief, that he was 
to consider- himself in circumstances very different from those to- 
whom he presumed to allude, and in whose favor a conformity of 
leligion constituted so superior a claim. That, if he entertained any 
regard for his existence upon earth, he would without the smallest! 
further delay convey himself to the head quarters- of the Teymurian 
armies, where he would be merely be called upon to deeidb between 
two simple alternatives — either to embrace the doctrines- of the 
'KorSin, by, winch he would find himself re-instated in favor to a 
^degree that should excite the envy and admiration of all mankindt; 
\Or, should his better destiny fail to direct him to such a choice, to 
submit to the payment of the regulated-tribute; by which he would 
lat least secure a liberal dismission to his government with the prero- 
gatives of his power confirmed, and,, what was of no siight importance, 
a seasonable exemption-from the horrors and enormities of invasion. 
.That he could be no stranger to the distinguished anrl liberal treat- 
ment experienced by the monarch of Constantinople, like himself 
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n Christian, when he claimed the protection of the majesty of Tey- 
, niAr; and that this ought to operate as a conclusive example for his 
imitation. But, at all e\ents, that his actual presence at court was 
indispensable, and that no apology for further delav ''ould longer 
avail him in any sliape whatever; and with tins final declaration 
the agents were permitted to take their departure. 

Tlie season for collecting the harvests was, however, now arrived; 
and Teymur felt himself but little disposed to permit the infidels, 
before hisey^cs, by the unmolested removal of their crops, to provide 
the means of successful hostility. Sheikh Nur-ud-dein, with seve- 
ral other distinguished ofilcers, was therefore directed by a sudden 
and rapid movement to enter the Georgian territor3\ This service 
was carried into immediate and successful execution, and the troops 
•of the enemy having been dispersed without difliculty, Sheikh Ndr- 
ud-dciii remained in the country, to cover the operation; while the 
Teymiirians were employed in securing and carrying off the most 
ample supply of grain and forage. After which, he returned without 
the smallest loss, to rejoin the main body of the army. 

"Wuhin the Georgian frontier, some distance in advance of the 
present position of the imperial armies, and possibly some where in 
the line from Karss to Teflis, there lay, it seems, in the interval 
between two deep and intricate defiles, or vallies, a high mountain, 
on the very summit or table land of which stood an insulated rock, 
terminating on all sides in a vast precipice one hundred and fifty 
■cubits in depth, excepting on the south side, wdiereby an inaccessi- 
ble ridge it communicates with another rock, by which it is over- 
looked. To the principal rock there was no ascent, otherwise than 
by a single spiral foot-path winding up the precipice^ at the same 
time, that the chasms and inequalities of the mountain at its base, 
denied all means of lodgment, or encampment, at least for any body 
of troops adequate to the purposes of attack. 

This insulated rock was that on which the Georgians had chosen 
to erect the fortress of Kfirtein, sparing neither art, expence, 
nor labor, to render it impregnable. A strong gateway protected 
the only entrance, and several deep and capacious cisterns, excavated 
in the rock, served to retain an abundant supply of rain-water for the 
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nnmerou'?fi^arrison ; which was, at this period, commanded by-a war^- 
)(ke chief of the name of Nezaul, or perhaps. Teraul, assisted by- * 
thirty distinguished Oznawers, or Georgian captains so designated, 
as formerly explained. They were all, at the same time, supplied 
in sufficient abundance, with sheep and hogs, and they had provided,, 
moreover, in jars without number, ample store of the best wine of 
the country, of the deepest blush of the ruby. The importance of: 
this place had early arrested the attention of Teymiir; but as it 
stood far within the territory of the enemy, and any smaller body of 
troops would be exposed to the utmost hazard of being cut off by 
superior force, the most experienced of the Moghiil generals did not 
hesitate to pronounce any attempt at the reduction of it, as an un- 
dertaking of the highest rashness. The towering genius of their 
sovereign disdained, however, to recoil from any enterprize, through 
consideration of difficulty, or danger, of whatever magnitude , -and he 
accordingly determined, to prosecute the design in person, not with- 
out some expectation that his presence might have the effect, in 
some degree, of intimidating the enemy into early submissionT 

In concurrence with this resolution Teymiir, on the fonrteenth day, 
of Mohurrem,.of the eight hundred and sixth of the hidjerah,* dis- 
played his victorious standard before this impregnable rock. The 
garrison, by the transmission of some presents of trifling value, af- 
fected at first to greet the arrival of the Tcheghathian monarch with, 
respect ; but, speedily recollecting that the experience of age is not, 
like childhood, to be amused with^ almonds and raisins, they soon, 
betrayed the determined hostility of their designs, by vollies of stones 
and arrows-discharged without intermission upon the troops below, 
as they advanced to take post for the attack. Finding that the 
terror of his presence had failed to produce the effect which he had' 
hoped for,, he proceeded to avail himself of the resources which he 
possessed, and in which he was. never yet deceived, in his own 
unrivalled talents, and the irresistible valour of bis armies. In. 
order to complete the invesiiture of the place, and to cut off all 
intercourse' from without, the Ameirs and Nilyans were directed to^ 
take post with the^ divisions on every point on which it was in any. 
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•way accessible. Shah Melek, in particular, received orders to con- 
struct in front of the gateway, a strong and spacious redoubt or 
counterfort, while two other works of a similar description were 
raised by other commanders on opposite sides of the place; designed 
for the lodgment of a body of troops, to continue the blockade, and 
confine the garrison to their woiks, should the reduction of this strong- 
hold fail to be accomplished at so early a period as the besiegers were 
disposed to expect. At the expiration of three days the work con- 
signed to the execution of Shah Melek was completed, of a magni- 
tude suflicieni for the reception of a garrison of three thousand men. 
Teymur then removed his head quarters from the front to the rear of 
the fortress ; taking up his ground on a spot where it was conceived 
that his warlike machines might be planted, to work with effect against 
the defencts of the place. Instructions were issued, at the same 
time, to erect against this part of the rock a Meljoxtr^ agger, or cava- 
lier of stone and timber, of a sufficient elevation to overlook and com- 
mand the works of the enemy. In the mean tune, the catapultse, and 
other warlike engines of the besiegers, had been planted at such a 
distance as to produce no other effect, than to increase the fancied 
security, and to provoke the dension of the garrison. 

"When, however, affairs had continued in this train for about a week, . 
a certain native of Mekreit, in Eastern Tartary, of the name of Beg- 
tchek, accustomed to climb the steepest precipices in search of wild 
fowl, on the night of the twenty second of the month,* secretly 
explored his way to the summit of the rock which communicated, 
from the south, with the fortress of Kurtein ; and having proceeded 
to the very foot of the wall of the place, and brought away a goat 
which he killed on the top of the same rock, m order to indicate the 
path by which he might again be able to approach, descended to the 
bottom without discovery, and returned to camp. Next morning he 
did not omit to report, to Teymur, his adventure of the preceding 
night; on which, having caused a ladder of ropes of raw silk and 
hemp, with the steps of wood, to be provided for the purpose, the 
Tcbeghatkian monarch directed the just mentioned Begtchek, accoui* • 

* loth of August. 

3 t 


A H. 005. 
A D 1403. 
Rouziit-us- 
suffa. 


VOL. II-I. 



442 


A. H 8oa. 
A. P 1403 

Roiiznt US' 
feuffd. 


panied by three of his countrymen, on Sunday night of the twenty 
third of Mohurrim, again to ascend the rock by a narrow and danger- 
• ous ledge, or perhaps arch, taking with them a long cord with winch 
to draw up the ladder. The rock was again ascended by these active 
and adventurous Moghuls, without either discovery or obstacle; and 
having dropped the end of the cord from the summit, they easily drew 
up the ladder of ropes, as they had been instructed to do, and se- 
curely fastened it to the trunk of a tree that grew out of the rock', 
as if there planted by the hand of destiny, for the express purpose of 
promoting the design of Teymhr. Ameir Shah Melek then appioach- 
ed the foot of the rock, leading a detachment of fifty 1 utkmauns and 
Khorassaunies, all enrolled for the service in the presence of their sov- 
ereign, to the ladder, which they all successively ascended, rhaking 
their way good to the summit, without giving the slightest alarm to 
the enemy. 

At day break the following morning, observing the Georgians in 
motion still unconscious of their danger, one of the Khorassauniesj 
led by an impulse which he could not controul, suddenly and with a 
loud voice proclaimed the Tekbeir ; and a trumpeter of the name of 
Mahmdd, belonging also to the division of Shah Rokh, immediately 
"sounding his trumpet on the rock above them, the astonished garrison 
became apprized of what, to this moment, had never been within the 
range of their conceptions. In the utmost alarm they rushed, how- 
ever, from every side to repel the danger. Teymiir on his>part, in 
expectation of the crisis, had mounted his horse, and passing through 
the intervening hollow, had taken his station opposite to the rock on 
which his adventurous warriors had lodged themselves: the whole 
army advancing, at the same time, with loud cries, to the sound of 
their horns and kettle-drums, in order to support the attack, and en- 
courage the assailants. As the approach from the rock to the fort 
lay along the summit of a narrow ridge, w'liich did not admit of the 
advance of more than thiee a-breast, one of the warriors devotedly 
stepped forward, covering himself with his shield, vvliile two of his as- 
sociates followed close behind, keeping up a discharge from their bo'i s 
in order to check the attempts of the enemy. But the soldier u ho bore 
the shield receiving an arrow through the eye, and being compelled 



443 


throiij^h llir nnirnish of liis wound to dropliis dcfensivearmour and draw 
back, thf Georgians were encouraged to advance andcarryoff the shield. 
Another warrior, a native of Subbu^w aur, animated by the fervor of 
religion^ zeal, n» xl stepped forward sword in hand, hut he also, after 
exhibiting some >ery conspicuous proofs of courage, uas finally 
compelled to retire with ten or a dozen wounds on difiTerent parts of 
his person. A Turk, or Tartar, of the name of Mahmud, armed with a 
nraee at la‘>t, hoverer, opposing himself to tlu' Georgians, and having 
broke the legs of one of their Oziiawers, or captains, on whose cour- 
age they appeared to repose particular coiifi<leuce, while others of the 
buy who had scaled the rock, now rushing forw'ards to attack the 
gate, possibly from wiiliiii, and the troops from W'lihoiit hastening at 
the same time to tlieir assistance, it was soon broke open , and a 
fortress, of the sircngtli of w hicli, some estimate may be formed from 
the preceding statements, w’as thus in an instant laid at the mercy 
of an or erw li< lining superior force. Tiie Georgians immedtatel}'’ 
called for qiiarir r, hut in vam. The governor w’lth some tew- of the 
principal oflicers, bound neck and heels, wereconr eyed to the presence 
of 1 eymur, but the remainder of the men w-ere whollv put to the sword, 
and the w’omen and children dm cn into captivity. As a peculiar mark 
of imperial favor, the wife of the governor was, how'ever, bestowed 
upon Ihrauliim prince of Shirvaiin Teymur then gave orders that 
the warlike machines, which had probabh , been constructed on the 
spot, should be immediately burnt, together w'lth the Meljour, or 
cavalar of stone and timber, after which, he quitted the place, and 
returned to his camp, w'here he most liberally rew'arded the ad\entu- 
rous Begichek and his associates, through whose daring ciiterpnze 
and contempt of danger, he had obtained possession of this impregna- 
ble post. I he government of Ivurtein w'as finally conferred upon 
Tvlaliommcd li^raun a Kliorassauuian chief of some respectahiliiv, 
and a strong gainsoii of his coiinirymen w-as placed under his orders; 
with instructions to employ the resources of the surrounding dis- 
tiicts for their support, and to present the Georgians fiom the com- 
mission of any further acts ol violence and .aggression against tlie 
territory of the Milssulraans, 
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Among Other matfers of inferior impoitance Which occufred du- 
ring the period under consideration, we may be permitted to notice 
the death of Sheikh IMahmud Zengui Ajem, the author of a work 
entitled the */oush IChcTonsfi^ {^agitation and clamourj, rec6rding the 
exploits of Teymiir. This person had accompanied the imperial 
agents from Keimaun ; and in passing the bridge on the Kfirr in the 
neighborhood of Teflis, had fallen over and been drowned in the river. 
Hence it may be inferred that the scene of operations, and the fortress 
of Ktirtein, lay in the territory to the left, or north-eastward, of the 
Kurr , but on what particular spot it would be in vain to conjecture. 

After the reduction of Kurtein, Teymiti, on consultation with his 
generals, determined on extending his vindictive depredations to 
.Anjauz, or Abkhauz, on the remoter limits of Georgia, towards the 
north. Accordingly, a numerous body of troops was dispatched m 
advance, under the Ameirs Sheikh Nur-ud-dein, Shah Melek, and 
other distinguished commanders wlio apparently, without meelwg 
any other obstacle than what occurred in the wide-spread forests of 
the country, through which it w'as found necessary to cut their way, 
succeeded in penetrating through the interior of that difficult pro- 
vince, marking their progress with the customary scenes of havoc, 
massacre, and conflagration. Nearly seven hundred towns, hamlets, 
and monasteries, every church built of stone, and perhaps those of 
less solid material;, were not exempted, were here levelled to the ground 
by the ferocious zeal of these enlightened reformers. The persecut- 
ed natives were hunted to their retreats, in the caverns formed along 
the precipitous sides of the mountains, dislodged, and finally slaugh- 
tered, by the novel species of attack formerly described — wooden cof- 
fers, or caissons, charged with armed warriors, and let down by ropes 
from above to a level with the entrance. Hence, after having exe- 
cuted this service of desolation to the very .trees and shrubs, which, 
when othei means of destruction failed, they either stripped of their 
bark or scorched with fire, they returned, on the fourteenth of the 
former Rebbeia,* to rejoin the mam body of the army. 

In the mean time, while the TcheghatJuan monarch was employed 
in exercising his troops, preparatory to future hostilities, in the 

* 30th of September. 
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Ic':'; ‘;cnous occupation'; of llic cliase, certain Georgian captives in 
Ills camp, who had, bv some means or other, been suffered toescape 
the luiN of military execution, a\aile(l themsel\cs ofan opportunity 
toappii 7 e then prince, of the total destruction which aw'aited their 
common coiintrv, at the very next movement of the invaders, unless, 
bv some expedient or other, he could contrive to disarm the ven- 
geance. and conciliate the mercy of Teymur, and very shortly afterwards, 
a deputation from the Georgian chief accordingl 3 '^ arrived to solicit, 
in beJialf of their master, the intercession of some of the principal 
Ameirs of the imperial court. Tev mur continued, however, inaccessi- 
ble to every iiitreatv, until the Muflies, and teachers of the law, were 
fiiialh prev ailed upon to remind him that, by the ex'prcss ordinances of 
bis religion, he v\as forbidden either to slaughter, or pillage, or exercise 
any species of violence towards these people, when once they should 
hav e consented to become tributary, and engaged no longer to molest, 
or commit hostilitv against, the advocates of the true faith. It was 
then onlv that Teymur, in concurrence with this solemn declaration 
of the oracles of the law, condescended to signify’’ his compliance 
with the solicitations in behalf of Melek Gilrguein ; and that Ameii 
Sheikh Ibrauhim, who had been liis most zealous advocate, was 
authorized to announce the success of his mediation to the agents of 
that prince, who had, in thejiainful incertitude between hope and 
despair, been long anxiously awaiting their permission to depart. 

At the expiration of a few days the agents returned, bringing, from 
their master, a thousand pieces of gold struck in the name of the 
Tcheghatdian conqueror, together with one thousand excellent horses, 
and a vast variet 3 ’’of the most curious and costly articles of manufactuie 
and merchandise, of gold and silv'er, and lastly, with a rub}' of the 
most perfect water and beauty, of the weight of eighteen methkauls, 
or about 4-32 carats — equivalent to three ounces and a half. Of all 
these, which indicated a degree of opulence that v\'e should not have 
expected at this period to find among the rallies of Mt. Caucasus, 
they made an humble offering in the presence of TeyraAr; engaging 
at the same time, on the part of their master, for the punctual payment 
of the tribute, for which he was now to consider himself responsible 
to tlie imperial treasury. 
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The treater with Melek Gfirguein thus satisfactorily concluded, Tey- 
mtir hastened to withdraw his armies from the country, and in several 
marches returned to Teflis; not omitting, however, to perpetuate the re- 
collection of his immitigable hatred of Christianity, by the destruction 
ofevery monastery, and every church, throughout the districts adjoin- 
ing to his march. He now repassed the Kurr ; and, liaving proceeded 
two stages, determined to quit his heavy baggage and make the best 
of his way to K.liabaiigh ; in order to carry into execufion the design^ 
which he had long had in contemplation, of rebuilding the town of 
Bejlekaun. In the neighborhood of the former place, he accoidingly 
encamped shortly afterwards; and being joined at the expiration of 
a fortnight, by the remainder of the army, and the heavy equipments, 
he was enabled, without further delay, to proceed m the execution 
of his design. Of the old town of Beylekaiin, which had long lam in 
ruins, there remained not at this period one brick upon another in its 
proper place; and the imperial surveyors and architects had been em- 
ployed, the very moment of their arrival, to trace out a pjan for its re* 
constiuction in all its parts, comprising a spacious jampart and' 
ditch, with numerous squares, or market places, caravanserais, and 
baths, and indeed every thing else suited to the convenience of an 
extensive population — all distinctly measured off by line, and allotted 
in regular proportions to the several Shahzadahs,and principal Araeirs, 
who undertook as usual, to superintend and carry the whole into 
execution, through the exertion of their respective divisions It is 
almost incredible, although tliere cannot be any reason to doubt the 
fact as here related, that under every disadvantage of severe cold and 
incessant rams, a work of this magnitude should have been complet- 
ed in the short space of one month, including every description of' 
building above enumerated, and all of burnt brick; a great pioportion 
of which might, however, have been furnished by the rums of the 
old town. In the mean time, the walls are stated at two thousand 
four hundred of the royal, or larger cubits,* in circumference, fifteen 
cubits in height, y and eleven cubitsj iii the width of the rampart; 
and the ditch at thiity cubits broad, and twenty cubits m depth. On 
the ramparts were constiucted lodgments, or barracks, for the accora- 
“ About 6(100 feet, at 28 lacbes to the guz. i 35 feet, J 25 feet 8 incbes 
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moclnlion of ihc crnrn'^on ; on each of the four angles of the wall was 
cr«’cicd a loftv and ‘^jjacioiis lower, or bastion ; and abo\e the gates 
in |)<iiucular were iornicd o|H*n battlements, behind which were 
planted niarhincs for the discharge of stones, and other means of 
clleiice, in case ofaltatk. And (inall\,not less to ensure a constant 
supply of water to the inhabitants, than the means ot irrigation for 
tlu* ciiltu re ol the adjoining districts, the w isdom of Teymur produced 
a mandate for the tormaium of a canal, filtecn cubits broad and six 
farsani^s* in length, in order to conduct the waters of the Araxes to 
the town , a work which was also executed by the troops under the 
superinlciidance ol the Shali/fidalis, w ith that celerity and zeal w Inch 
might be exjiected from the energies of disciplined setcrans, when 
nbl\ directed towards w*hatc\ cr oliject. 

lie lui tlier signalized his residence atBe}leknun, on this occa- 
sion, b\ some laudahle acts of rctnhiitn e justice against the rapacious 
agents of Ins go^ eminent in \ arious quarters , and in particular by 
compelling a certain IMoulana Kftib-ud-dein Kerremi, probably 
Koumm\, recently cmploted in the collections of Farss, to refund 
to the inhabitants of that pro\ ince the sum of three hundred thousand 
dinaurs,*' extorted from them, under diOerent pretexts, when he quit- 
ted Slnratiz in order to repair to court. His subordinate agent, Ar- 
ghun, w as at the same time suspended by the neck, for those arbitrarj’- 
and oppressive proceedings of which he had been guilty under the 
authority, of his superior. 

INIirza Omar the son of ^lleiran Shah, who had been ordered from 
Samarkand for the purpose of being intested with the government of 
Azerbaijaun, is stated to have arrived at the imperial head -quarters, 
while at Beylekaun, on the first of the former Jummaudy of the 3 ear 
SO6 and It w’as, therefore, subsequent to that period, after having 
completed the reconstruction of Be^dekaun, thatTej'mur removed to 
the winter quarters of K^rabaugh ; where he lodged his troops in 
cantonments ot huts [Kouria] preMOuslj’^ erected for their re- 
ception. 

The most remarkable circumstance that seems to have occurred 

" About 21 miles. -t About £137500, at the lowest computation, 
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during the winter of eight hundred and six, was the rebellion of 
Eskunder Sheikhy, who had formerly been dismissed to take posses- 
sion of the territory of Feyrouzkouh, and Demawund'; but who was 
now announced to have set at nought liis innumerable obligations to 
Teymiir, and to have openly thrown off his allegiance. This unex- 
pected event is described to have produced considerable irritation in 
the mind of the Tcheghat^ian monarch ; and Mirza Rtistum the son 
of Omar Sheikh, accompanied by Ameir Siiliman Shah, was directed 
to proceed immediately to Rey; with instructions, should the intel- 
ligence prove true, to collect tlie troops from Koumm, Kashaun, and 
Derguzein, and to proceed in quest of, and inflict a just and severe 
chastisement on that perfidious rebel. Another circumstance which 
it becomes necessary to mention, and which, however an oriental 
writei may attempt to disguise it in the language of metaphor, reflects 
but little credit on the vaunted magnanimity of his hero, is the death 
of Nur-ul-werd, [the splendor of the rose], the son of Sultan Ahmed 
of Baghdad ; who was brought, about this period, from Irhk Arab, 
and in the bloom of youth, being not yet more than eighteen years 
of age, torn up by the roots, and, cruelly sacrificed to the fury of im- 
perial vengeance in the very height of the festivities which were, 
introduced to soften the rigors of winter? 

The petty chiefs who ruled in the province of Guilan, although 
they had felt it prudent to transmit to the court of Teymur some 
trifling and insignificant presents, had, however, hitherto declined to 
make their personal submission to the conqueror. A detaclimen-t of 
the imperial troops had therefore been dliected to take post, during 
the winter, in the forests which extend for the greater part along the 
boundaries of that province. They were followed, in due time, by 
Shah Rokh, and- his son Ibrauhim Sfiltan, together with several divi- 
sions of the army, to Gliuzzelniauje, where they remained in consi- 
derable force. Alarmed at the approach- of the Teymfirians, the 
Guilauny rulers hastened to avert the storm, by dispatching their 
agents with offeis to submit to the payment of a large sum of money, 
by way of tribute ; and such offers being immediately transmitted to 
court, by Shah Rokh, they were, withoutmuch difficultyj acceded to, 
by Teymfir. The proper officers proceeded in consequence into 
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Gl^l^n, in order to levy the stipulated tribute; and several of the 
most respectable native chiefs of the province hastened, shortly af- 
terwards, to the presence to do homage in the usual forms to the 
imperial authority, and were \ery favorably and honorably received 
by the Tcheghat^ian monarch. Among others w’as Seyud Rezza 
Ke^a, for whom, iii consideration of his illustrious descent from the 
prophet, Teymur evinced a disposition to exhibit the most distin- 
guished preference; and, with this Mew, the imperial agents were 
instructed, in the tribute, which on the whole of the province was 
fixed at fitteen thousand statute Mauuns^ of raw silk, seven thousand 
horses, and three thousand dinaurs in specie, to abate in the propor- 
tion of one moiety, from what might be due from the districts of the 
Seyud, as well as from those belonging to Ameir Mahommed of 
Resht and to reserve from all the other districts a third part, for the 
use of the same Seyud, in order to enable him to support a more 
splendid establishment than his brother chiefs. Before he broke up 
from his winter quarters at Karabaugh, on this occasion, Teymilr 
further resolved to attest his paternal regard for iSIirza Eskunder the 
son of Omar Sheikh, by bestowing upon that prince the government 
of Hatiiadaun, Nihawcnd, and Veroujerd, together with the territory 
of Lcrr Koutchek, or the lesser Lerr, along the western aceliviiies of 
the mountains of Irak-Ajem^ 

One of the fiist objects that seems to have occupied the attention 
of Tcvniur, on the return of spring, was to provide that all classes of 
the race of Hulaukou, whose influence in the province of Azerbaijaun 
was not yet by any means entirely extinguished, should from every' 
family convey either a son, a brother, or a w ite, to reside at Samarkand, 

- as pledges for the fidelity of the remainder. This measure of precau- 
tion executed, and a period of some days having been devoted to the 
pleasures of a royal hunting match on the plains of Aktaum, nothing 
of importance was now left to detain the Tchegliataian monarch any' 
longer in this quarter; and he accordingly determined to carry into 
execution, without further delay', the design which he had tor some 

• According to Pvicliardson, the Maunn-e-sliiln, or Ro%al Maunu, was 11 *tb Amster- 

- dam. The sni illcst Hiudostauuy Maunn is equal to 28lbs , at the former calculation this 
v\ould amoum to about 8o tons, 
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-t ouzutl j: purpose, on the fouiteenth of the month of Ramzaun, of the 

suffa. e)ght hundred and sixth of the hidjerah,’^ he quitted the cantonments 
of K^i‘abaugh ; and a temporary'bridge having been thrown across the 
Aras, br AiaXes, he proceeded to pass that river to the right, or 
southern bank ; where, on the meadows in the neighborhood of 
Niammetabad, one of the towns on the canal of Berlas excavated by 
himself at a former period, he shortly afterwards encamped. At this 
station he was joined by Shah Rokh from GhUzzelniauje. 

In the mean time, as it had been long since determined upon to invest 
Omar, the^son of Meiran Shah, with the government of Azerbhijaun, 
and the (provinces formerly dependent upon it to the frontiers of 
Natolia and Syria, letters patent to that effect under the imperial 
Alturngha, or sign manual, accompanied by an ordinance enjoining 
■the shahz^dahs in the direction of the provinces of Farss, and both the 
Iiaks, notwithstanding that his brother Aba Bukker was one year 
older than himself, to be in all cases obedient to bis authority, were 
now formally delivered to him, in the presence of a numerous and 
' ' splendid assembly of the Ameirs of the empire. The troops attached 

to his father’s government were, at the same time, placed under 
his orders, and the able and gallant Ameir Jahaun Shah, and 
many other distinguished captains were nominated to compose his 
court, and to'fill the different employments under bis authority but, 

. with respect to Ameir Jahaun Shah in particular, the prince was 
expressly admonished, HI alibis undertakings, to yield undeviating 
attention to the j'udgment and experience of that veteran chief. The 
shahzhdah was then dismissed for the summer quarters of Allatauk, 
or Allahtaug, accompanied by many of the vassal princes of the pro- 
vinces adjoining to his government; ahd among others by Ameir 
Sheikh Ibrauhim of Shirvaun, Sflltan Eissa of Mardein, and Kous- 
tCndeil the Georgian, the brother of Melek Ghiguein formerly 
mentioned. 

From the plains of Niatnmetabad, TeymAr now proceeded on his 
march, encamping next at the station of Jhi-belawerd, on the banks 
of the river Oghlalik, or OghlAk; where he remained to the conclusion 

* 25th of March 1404. 
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of the month of Ramzaun — there discharging the customary ceremo- 
nies of the Eid-ul-fettrah, and compensating for the rigorous ab- 
stinences of the preceding month, by a display of his munificence, 
and by a royal and splendid entertainment given to his court and 
army>. 

It has already appeared that Mirza Rhstum the son of Omar Sheikh, 
and Ameir Suliman Shah were dispatched at no distant period to 
examine into, and to check the turbulent spirit recently displayed in 
the conduct of Eskunder- Sheikhy. On their arrival at Rey, the 
Shahzadah and his associate found the intelligence confirmed, that 
the rebel had thrown ofif the mask of. allegiance ; and after placing 
the strong castle of Feyrouzkouh m a respectable state of defence, 
with a garrison composed of his own relatives, had himself withdrawn 
to the hills and forests of Jelladoun, or Jell&oun, and Rustiimdaur. 
Having remained at Tehraun of Rey for the space of twenty days, 
and succeeded in collecting together about two thousand of the 
troops of the adjoining terrltor^, the shahzadah and his coadjutor 
boldly entered the passes of Rustiimdaur, in quest 'of the insurgent. 
When, after a short siege, they had made themselves masters of the 
fortress ofNour, Melek Keyomars, one of the native princes, presented 
himself in the camp of the Teymurians; and, in conformity with the 
maxim that all war is a system of deceit, and that in war therefore 
e^ er\ species of stratagem is fair,' immediately entered into a collusion, 
sufficiently simple, iVith them, by which he agreed that they should 
seize his person, and deliver him up to the rebel Eskunder, with 
whom he had long'been'at variance. This project was carried into 
execution without delay, Keyomars being conducted immediately 
to the advanced posts of his adversary, with an assurance conveyed 
to the latter, from the Teymflrian generals, that he might without the 
smallest risk of danger return to his albgiance ; and that his early 
submission on this occasion would be received, not only as an 
atonement for his offences, but as an undoubted proof of the zeal and 
sincerity.of his former ntiachment. 

Conscious, however, that ho had offended beyond all reasonable 
hope offorgiveness, Eskunder eluded the snare, and having, without 
much difficulty, effected a reconciliation, and concluded, what we 
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werejiot precisely prepared to expect, an alliance with his recently^ 
mortal foe, he then retreated further within the forests and defiles of 
the country. Of these circumstances TeymAr received intelligence 
in the commencement of Shavaul,* while he continued still encamped 
on the Oghldk river; in consequence of which orders were immedi- 
ately dispatched to Ameir Mdzraiib in Khorassaun, directing him to 
proceed without delay, at the head of the troops of the province, by 
the route of Amftl and Saury, to attack the insurgent from that side. 
On the seventh ofShavauI,f an officer from Khaleil Silltan the son of 
Meiran Shah, arrived with satisfactory accounts of the state of affairs at 
Samarkand; and shortly afterwards, TeymQr removed his head quar- 
ters to the territory of Ardeberl From thence he dispatched the 
Ameirs Shah Melek and Peir Ally Selduz, to Rey, with instructions 
to raise a body of troops from among the Khelege, and Arab tribes, 
settled about Komm, Kashaun, and Sawah, and other places in the 
•vicinity. At the same time, Mirza Eskunder was directed tojoin his 
brother RAstum, and the Ameir Shliman Shah, in the operations now 
(Carrying on for the subjugation of the rebel Eskunder Sheikhy. 

•Passing by Ardebeil and Miaunah, Teymiir soon afterwards en- 
camped at the station of Serjem, or Sertchem ; to which place he was 
followed by Dould&i, the governor of Aouoeik, an old and faithful 
servant, whom, in consideration of his long tried zeal and unshaken 
attachment, he most affectionately embraced. To this personage he 
expressly intimated that the present might be theif last interview in 
this w^orld ; and he therefore, with more than ordinary seriousness, 
enjoined him to be vigilant in his attention to the state of affairs on 
the neighboring frontiers of Armenia and Kfirdestaun. From Siillan 
Ahmed of Baghdad he alleged, however, that he did not conceive 
there was any thing further to apprehend , but against the enterprising 
and ambitious K^ra YAssuf, he contended that the most vigilant 
precautions were indispensably necessary, which he therefore charged 
■ ' his vassal, on fiis allegiance, never to lose sight of. After this he 
dismissed ^ him to his government. 'Teymiir then prosecuted his 
.march to SAltauniah, where he arrived on the twentieth of the month 
•of Shavaul.J Two days afterwards he quitted SAItauniah ; and in 
* About the llth of ApnI. t 17thof ApnI. i SOthofApnJ. ■ 



sc\ cral stngGS conducted Ins troops to the plains in the neighborliood 
of Kazvcin. Here he was loined by lus grandson xVba Oukker, from 
Ardeboil, [rather from Arbeil, or Arbela] ha\ing travelled post from 
thence, in the short space of nine days.^ During Ins visit on this 
occasion it \ras that, through the interccssionofSer.il Melek Khaun- 
um. and the veteran Sheikh Nhr-ud-dein, the young prince obtained 
his grandsire’s permission that Mciran Shah should thenceforward 
take up his residence with him at Baghd.id. A donation of four 
luindrcd thousand kopek dinaurs,‘[ \Mth one hundred horses, and 
sc\eral other articles of rarity and \'alue, was at the same time 
bestoued upon Meiran Shah ; u ho was then permitted to return to 
Sultauniah. 

Although, at a period so long subsequent, the minuteness of such 
a detail might be irksome to the genenilitj of readers, yet there are 
doubtless not a few to whom it would be still acceptable — whom it 
would still gratify to be apprized of the most trifling circumstance 
that distinguished the concluding year of the life of this celebrated 
conqueior, at whose ^ery name it would be useless to deny that a 
great part of the habitable world so long trembled in dismay and 
afl'right. 

From Kazvein, or Casbin, Teymur continued his march to the 
station of Sougbulauk, where his regard for Mirza Aba Bukker was 
afresh displayed, in a donation of one hundred thousand kopek di- 
naurs, accompanied with a present of two hundred horses, and one 
hundred coats of mail, or perhaps cuirasses. The village of Dejeil, 
dependent on the city of Baghdad, was conferred at the same time, 
in perpetual fee, upon Shahy Melek the daughter of Hadjy Se}f-ud- 
dein, and consort of Aba Bukker. The young prince was then dis- 
patched to join Ameir Suliman Shah; with whom he was instructed 
to unite his exertions, in order to quell the rebellion of that audacious 
traitor Eskunder Sheikhy. Aba Bukker proceeded accordingly, and 
after several marches came up with the imperial troops under tbe 
Mirzas Rfistum and Eskunder, and Ameir Suliman, at a station 

* 'It does not, however, appear to be more than three hundred mdes, across the moun- 
tains ofKurdestaun 

- « 

t Of seven Iivres each, according to De la Croix, 
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called Kejoud, where they had taken post; strengthening their posi- 
tion with a ditch, and abbatis, or branches of trees with the ends= 
sharpened and pointed outwards, and omitting no precaution to guard 
against the designs of an enterprising and active enemy«. Here they 
remained for a period of twenty days, expecting further reinforce- 
ments; instead of which, at the expiration of that period, they received 
fresh orders from Te3'mur, to proceed without furtherr delay in 
quest of, the insurgent chief, These orders they hastened to carry 
into execution ; but, as their march lay through a deep and gloomy, 
forest, their progress was unavoidably slow, since it depended on the 
labour of the Yessauki, or pioneers,. of the army, employed to cut 
down the trees for their passage; and not only that, but to lay poles 
and planks, over the hollows and ditches rendered otherwise imprac- 
ticable by the enemy. 

In the mean time, quitting the station of Sougbulauk, Teymur 
proceeded towards Rey ; in the terntor}' of which he displayed his 
standard on the first of Zilkaudah,* encamping immediately afterwards- 
on the plains of Saurok-kemraesh, in the neighborhood of that city. 
Here he determined to send forward the greater part of his cattle and. 
superfluous baggage, by the way of Khowaur, or Khover, and Bes- 
taum, for Samarkand; From thence also, he permitted the consort 
of Peir Mahoramed the son of Jahdngueir,.with her children, to take 
^er departure for Gheznin and KabOl, both included under her 
husband’s government. Shums-ud-dein Abbas, and.tlie other Arneirs 
emplo3'’ed in escorting the IC^ra-Tatanan tribes, and the hostages from 
Azerb&ijaun belonging to the race of Hiilaukou were, at the same 
time, direoted to proceed by the route of Khowaur, and Semnaun, 
also on their way into Transoxiana. Ameir Shah MeJek, and Peir 
Ally Seldflzj.who had been formerly dispatched to Rey, in order to- 
collect together the troops of the neighboring districts, now joined the 
imperial head quarters. Not long afterwards, as- he vvas-passing the 
rums of Ghikhendaun, on the skirts of Demawend, Teymfir directed 
that fortress to be immediately rebuilt ofbrick and mortar , after which, - 
leaving the celebrated mountain just' mentioned behind him, he 
proceeded to Feyrouzkoub. 


*■ lOfh of ]\Iay. 



455 


To this mountain-fortress, one of the strongest in the Persian 
empire, Tevniiir immediately laid siege, and in theshort space oftao 
da\s. succeeded in making himself master of it ; the garrison having 
been terrified into surrender hy one of those instances, of daring spirit 
in the imperial troops, so frequently recorded in these pages.* The son 
of the rebel Eskunder, oith a great part of his family, here fell into 
the hands of the conqueror. 

Leaving a competent garrison under an officer of the name of Zengui 
Toiiny, for the defence of Eeyrouzkoiih, Tcvmiir, on the day subse- 
quenfj' to that on which he obtained possession, conducted his armj" 
to encamp in a fair valley, [mdrghzaiir] at the distance of half a far- 
sang from the fort. From thence the consorts Serai Midek Khaunem, 
and Tomaun Aga, with those illustrious off shoots of the imperial 
stock, the Mirzas Olugli Beg, and Ibrauhim Shltan, sons of Shah 
Rokh, Saud-e-Wokauss the son of Mahommed Sultan, and Eyjel the 
son of Meiran Shall, were directed to proceed, by the route of Siiltan 
Iileydaun, immediately tow arcls Samaikand. At this very juncture, 
advices reached him that the K^ra-Tatarian families, w'hom he ap- 
peared so solicitous to convey to the country of their forefathers, 
notwithstanding all liib precautions had risen on their conductors, 
in the neighborhod of Damaghaun, and effected their escape in great 
numbers into the forests of Mazanderaun, and towards the shores of 
the Caspian. Those who made for that coast w'ere, how'ever, in part 
overtaken by Ameir Beyan Koutchm, at the head of five hundred 
cavalry, and such as escaped immediate slaughter, to the number 
of twm thousand families wdio fell into the hands of their pursuers, 
were compelled to embrace their destiny in the remote wulds of 
Tartar3\ 

Intent, how'ever, at this moment above all things, on the prosecution 
of his vengeance against the rebel Eskunder, Teymfir, after taking 
leave of Shah Rokh who w-as labouring under a fit of sickness, and 
whom he therefore permitted to withdraw' to Her&t, directed his march 
towards Jell&ou, or Tchela6; described to have been the principal 

• An officer m the ser\ice ol Mirza Ibrauhim Sfiltan, accompanied by RIahommed 
Azaud, and other brave ivamors, under cover of the night, found means to the foot 
of the vails, from which no exertions of the enemy availed to dislodge bun. 
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place of residence of the rebel. In the course of several days march, 
during which the troops surmounted a variety of obstacles m the 
steep hills and protracted defiles of Rfistumdaur, they at last gained 
the summit of Mount Jell&ouj from whence the insurgent had, how- 
ever, previously effected his retreat through innumerable difficulties 
to the Jehennuin-derrah, or pass of hell, one of the most formidable 
and inaccessible, in a country where such positions are not unfrequeuU 
From the station on Mt. J ell4ou-, after a repose of one day, the imperial 
troops continued tile pursuit. 

The direction which the march now tobk, led the troops through a 
long and deep defile oveigrown with wood, impervious to the rays 
of the sun ; and being immersed in perpetual fog, clouds, and frequent 
rain, the soil was reduced to one entire mass of mire and clay. The 
valley was, at the same time, divided in the middle b}’^ a broad and 
turbid stream, impassable either on horseback, or on foot ; and the 
only bridge had been destroyed by the rebel. It was from these 
circumstances, and' the indications of unseen danger, perhaps, by 
which It was in all directions environed, that the defile had obtained 
the peculiar appellation by which it was distinguished — the pass of 
hell. But the spirit of Teymfir, and of his invincible squadrons, was 
not to be foiled by any obstacles assailable by human prowess. A 
new bridge was expeditiously thrown across the stream. Several 
divisions, under some of the most distinguished commanders, instantly 
passed to the opposite bank, and proceeded to cut their way through 
the forest in pursuit of the enemy , and the Tcheghatayan monarch 
in person followed, shortly afterwards, and at the distance of one 
stage from the spot where he had effected the passage of the river, 
pitched his tents on the summit of a rising ground, which, as it was^ 
fortunately bare of wood, furnis-hed a tolerable view of the surround* 
ing country. 

Of the divisions employed' iti' the pursuit ofEskunder, that which 
was placed under the orders of Derrya Koutchm, Shah Melek Berlas, 
Sudder Berlas, and Sheikh Derveish Illauhy, in particular, conducted 
by some native guides, and in the midst of a forest on the Caspian 
Shore, succeeded at last in coming up with the rebel. At this crisis, 
of the whole division, not more than twenty men remained in a body. 
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nnd EsUuiKU-'r, rnconragcd by tlie cbspnnty of li'm pursuers, at the 
licad of thirty hnr'^c and two hundred foot, lioldly quitted liis retreat 
to attack them. On the other hand, not less dismayed on porcening 
the obviou*? di'^proportioii of the imperial detachment, than by a 
perfect knowledge of the undaunted courage of Esktindcr, which he 
had witncssetl iii many a perilous conflict. Sheikh Dcrvcish Illauhy 
could not be w’ltblield from deserting Ins associates, in the hour of 
danger. The courage of Eskunder, it might indeed be his boast to 
have derned, by inheritance, from the most illustnoiis W'arnors of 
ancient times , since it is described as an established fact among the 
oriental bistornms, that he was lineally descended from Peziien, tlie 
son of Ke^ou, and grandson of Kouderz, orGouderz — the mother of 
Pezlien being Baiinu Keshasp, ihedaugliter of the renowned Rustum 
Znul, all of them most distinguished characters in Ferdoussi’s romantic 
story. The remainder of the imperial detachment, small as they were 
in number, inniutaincd their ground, ne\ ertheless, wuth unshaken 
firmness, repulsing their assailants in repealed onsets, by their steady 
and unerring skill m the managenvent of their bows. The rebel, whose 
\ aloitr IS again acknow lodged, w hen engaged in a loyal cause, never to 
have receded before the enemy, was now' again compelled to bury 
himself in the mazes of the torcst, lea\ing his pursuers in a state of 
pel feet ignorance, as to the direction in which he had contrived to 
escape. 

Joined by reinforcements the Teymurians proceeded, wnthout 
opposition, to pillage the camp of Eskunder, in which they found 
considerable boot) , and liaMiig taken up their quarters for the night 
on the same spot, they were further strengthened by the arrival of 
Ameir Sounjek, belonging to the troops formerly advanced, under the 
orders of Islirzas Rustum and Aba Bukker, and Ameir SAliman Shah. 
Then taking the direction to the left hand in quest of the fugitive, they 
unexpectedly came upon his cousin-german Lohorasp, together with 
Ameir Ally, another of his sons, many of his women and other indi- 
^ iduals of his famil) , ail of whom they now' secured. Their numbers 
w'ere then further augmented by the junction of Mirza Sultan Hhs- 
seyne, and Seyud Khaujah the son of Sheikh Ally Bahauder, together 
w ith seventy of the light cavalry ; and thej' then continued the pursuit, v 
vor,. III. 3 
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“iiou/ui us* up '^ith the fugitive chief; 

sufla. who was still accompanied by fifty horse, and two hundred of his 
followers on foot. Driven to despair he stood, nevertheless, prepared 
to combat for existence like a man. In these circumstances, Mirza 
Silltan HOsseyne advanced to attack him , but suddenly drawing off 
in pretended dismay, -Eskunder, deceived by the stratagem, impru- 
dently quitted his advantageous position in the woods, and fell into 
the snare thus laid for him. Sfiltan Hiisseyne, when they least 
expected it, wheeled found upon his pursuers, and put the greater 
part of the infantry to the sword. Eskunder himself contrived, how- 
ever, to escape the slaughter, finally taking the direction which leads 
towards 'Guilkn. AVhat subsequently became of him is matter of 
' conjecture, some writers stating that he perished under complicated 
distress and hardships, in his flight towards GuiEn, while others repre- 
sent 'that he finally escaped, and saved himself under the disguise 
of a religious habit. The former circumstance is, however, recom- 
mended as best entitled to our belief. 

/Here relinquishing the pursuit, Mirza Shltan HAsseyne returned 
■ towards the Caspian shore ; wheie he found the TeymQrians now 
assembled in force, under the Mirzas Rdstum, Aba Bukker, and Es- 
kunder, and theAmeirs Suliman Shah, and Sheikh Nfir-ud-dein, and 
still engaged in fruitless endeavours to explore the retreat of the rebel. 
With the same view, the whole again proceeded together, along the 
coast, towards Guil&n, for the distance of five farsangs, or about eigh- 
teen miles; when they found it expedient to encamp. At length, 
since no trace of the fugitive Eskunder could be further discovered 
in this region of Cimmerian darkness, they came to a resolution to 
abandon their bootless errand altogether, and return to join the im- 
perial head-quarters. By this, however, they exposed themselves, 
on their arrival, to the severest expression of displeasure, on the part 
of Teymfir; by whom they were immediately ordered back towards 
Guilhn, to resume their pursuit of the insurgent, under the direction 
of the veteran Shah Melek. Accordingly they trod back their steps, 
with no very forward zeal to the service, and for the period of a day 
and a night, amidst sloughs, morasses, and rice fields, once more pro- 



cccilctl to explore these gloom}- forests. During the whole of this 
time, ns if, nccorrling to our onginnl, heaven itself were disposed to 
weep W'lihovil measure o\crihc fate ofthcrchcl Eskunder, the clouds 
descended in a deluge of rain; w hilc the Shahzadahs, in common with 
their troops, CNhau<;ted with fatigue and exertion, continued to tra- 
\crsc the howling wilderness, without being able to discover a single 
spot on which to pitch their tents From this state of distress and 
cmharrn'jcmcnt the} were, howe\cr, at last most seasonably relieved 
b\ an order of rccal ; of which they hastened to a\nil themselves 
without a moment’s di lay. 

Concluding that his presence among these inhospitable forests, 
could be protlucti\ c of no further ad\ antage, Tc} mur finally decamped 
from the lull on which he had taken post, and rccrossingby tlie bridge 
which had been thrown over the ri\cr of the Jehennum-derrah, 
proceeded to tlic neighborhood ofNour, one of the fortresses of Rus- 
tumdaur alrcad} mentioned. Here some of the imperial detachments 
dcli\crcd into his hands the son and nephew of Eskunder Sheikhy, 
w ith dn ors Olliers of the famil} and clientage of the rebel, all of w’hom, 
and It seems to be recorded as an net of singular clemency, the con- 
queror suffered to remain alive. In the evening of the same day, a 
messenger from the Mirzjs Alia IJukkcr and Sultan Hdsse}necon- 
^e\cd intellicrcncc, that on their arm a! on the banks of the rner in 
the Jehennum-derrah, tlic} found that the bridge had been either 
dcstro}cd b} therncmy,or carried away b} the torrent; and that the 
stream was impassable, w ilhout a bridge, w Inch they had noithemeans 
of constructing. In this dilemma, thirty watermen of the Jeyhdn, 
under the direction of iMahomined Azaud and Towukkel Bawertchei, 
were immediately d spatched to the assistance of the shahzadahs, and 
having reconstructed a bridge of some description or other, enabled 
them to cross w ithout further difficulty ,and soon afterwards to re-join 
the imperial encampment On the da\ following, the imperial standard 
was again in motion towards the fortress of Harny, or perhaps Harsy, 
still in the direction of Guilan, to the north-west , and proceeding to 
the plains of Kalian, or perhaps Kellar-desht, Teymdr there remained , 
stationary for several days. During this interval of repose, Ameir 
Gheyauth-ud-dein the son of Seyud Kemmaul-ud-dem Ally, who. 
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Iloii7ut-ii7 other proofs offavor^ the government of Saury, with the 

suda. fecveial districts dependent upon that place. 

Finding, at last, that all his endeavors to seize the person of the 
rebel Eskunder proved unavailing, and, like thefountain of the water 
of hte, that he had left no trace behind him but the riamd, while the 
greater part of his kindred dnd adherents were effectually in the 
custody of the imperial troops* TeymiJr resolved to waste his exertions 
no further in the fruitless research, and to prosecute his marCh, withoilt 
further dela}^ for the banks of the Oxus. Previous to his departure 
on this occasion, itlte A meir Shield Berlas and soine other distinguished 
officers were.directed to accompany Mirza Rhstum, to his government 
of Isfaliaun ; while hlirza Aba Biikker received orders to proceed 
towards Baghdad, accompanied by Ameir Sounjek, and Mirza Eskun- 
der, another of the sons of Omar Sheikh, was dispatched for Hama- 
rdaun. At the same time, Seyud EziJ-ud-dein and Seyud Ally 
■received their dismission; the former for the distiict of Hazaur- 
,guzzy, and the latter for his government of Ammhl, or A mol, in 
Mazartderaun. 

These preliminaries dispatched, Teywilr broke up from the plains 
.of Kallan-desht, [so clearly in the manuscript — the great plain]- and 
returned towards Demkwend; in the neighborhood of winch, after a 
malch of Several days, he took up his abode in the Koushek, or Kiosk, 
of Arghdn — a summer palade erected, by the emperor ArghdnKhaun, 
at the foot of that celebrated mountain. From thence, attended by 
the nobles of his court and those particularly attached to his house- 
hold, he hastened once more to Feyrouzkouh, the government Of 
Avhich, together with that ofRcy,]le now conferred upon the gallant 
Ameir Sdliman Shah ; Beyan Koutchin who, at present, superin- 
tended the affairs of Rey, being directed to take charge of the fortress 
.of Gulkhendaun, recently rebuilt at the foot of Demkwend* This 
was, according to De la Croix, about the twenty second ofZilhudje. 

From Feyiouzkoub, Teymiir appears to have continued his march 
by Sultan Mey’-daun, to Bestaum^ where, according to the same De Ja 
Croils, he arrived dn the twenty fourth of the month ; and from thence, 

30th of June. f 2d of July. 
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fifiGr vi'^nniir S\Mtaii Bnyorrul Bc'^tnumy, n rriobratctl doctor of that 
nC''. curl ilic lioniic:' ol lb jr I'ndshn]), ulioin lie lind, at a 

fornu r pi nod, con‘;nuili'd crnor of Asietuliad, lie jirocccded furllier 
to llic *11111111 tow n of .lri;lurul, or pt rhnpi d.igh.i?. At this ]dacc, 
IIu>-‘vun Soollv pn’'it;lit< d hnu'n-ll w ith ti from Shall llokh, 

at Hi I'lt. n qiu".linc: to know Ini' father’*' plcn^iliro ns to the spot where 
he should uuet him, on his pnss-'*»i* through Khorassann ; and the 
messenger w a*' direclod to rolnrn pt'st and inform the prince, that his 
father cNpci It'd to sro him on llu* h inks of the n\ cr of Joghjeran, as 
fir ns we c'n tndqr, to tlie eastward of the town of .Tnnin. Teymur 
then prosecnltd his march to Ne\shapiir, and from thence, on wed- 
iitsdav the first of Molnirrcm, of the y<ar eight liiiiidred and scicn,'’' 
pnncttledto the town of Aishck ihad. 

On frida\. the third of the same month, he jiitched his tents near 
the town of danm, where he proccedid to Msit the shrine of Sheikh 
Ahmed 7.endi’li Pcil; a cclehratod Peir, or religions superior, of that 
pi ice, the aid of whose sainted spirit he there nlvokcd. Mounting 
his horse he then lirstcnctl to the bank of the .logjcran, or perhaps 
doucoudgeran ns in I)e la CtoiSi wliere, according to appointment, 
Shah Uokh rt'paircd to meet iiim, with a displa\ of presents of the 
utno*-! cost .nul splendor, allot which, with characteristic liberality, 
the monnrdi immcdiatol\ disirilnilcd among the members of his court, 
and the ofTiceri: of Ins household. During the period in which he 
remained encamped on this rn er, Auk Oouga and Kara Boucn,both of 
the famil} of llie unfortunate Joun} Gurbaunj , ■who had availed them- 
Ech cs of the absence of T( \ mur to re^ oil against the imperial aUthoTi»- 
t\,and w hose persons had been subsequcntl} seized by Ameir Hindu 
Shah, w ere, b^ that commander, placed at the mercy of their offended 
sovereign, and on competent proofof their guilt, they were both hanged 
at the entrance of a cara\anscrai in the neighborhood. Te}inCir now 
accelerated Ins progress , and, dismissing Shah Bokh for Herat, made 
the best of his w a\ to Kerlan, or Korlan: where he was met by Temur 
Khoujah Aukbouga, who had hastened thus far from Samtitkatid to 
attend the orders of his master. 

Encamping sh«!rtl\ afterwards on the Murghaiih, ■t^hlch is the river 
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of Merii,a complaint of malpractices against the magistrate who had 
been deputed to preside over them was laid before Teymur, by the 
inhabitants of Tchitchektou, a town somewhere in the vicinity; in 
consequence of which the accused was condemned, without ceremony, 
to be on the spot suspended by the heels, and there left to perish 
amid the scoffs and insults of his accusers. In the mean time, by 
the constant arrival of the governors and principal magistrates of the 
different towns and districts in the neighborhood of his course, and 
the presents indispensably laid at the foot of the throne, and as unre-- 
servedly distributed to those around him, the whole of the imperial 
retinue were enabled to remount themselves on fresh horses ; and to 
continue their march with facility, and without, in the smallest degree,, 
retarding the expedition with which their master was disposed to 
prosecute his journey.. 

In a few stages more, passing by Endekhoud, and some other 
places mentioned in detail in De la Croix’s translation, Teymur pre- 
sented himself in the environs of the city of Bklkh, encamping in- 
the village, perhaps the suburb, of Adeinah-Mesjid. After receiving 
the homage of the principal inhabitants of Balkh, he continued his 
progress, without further delay, by the station of Siahguerd ; and, 
crossing the Jeyhun near Termed, took up his residence in that city, 
in the mansion of the Khaunzadab Alla-ul-Mfilk ; who entertained 
the monarch in a manner not unworthy of his own distinguished 
hospitality, and of the exalted rank of his imperial guest. From 
Termed, through the pass of Koluga,^ and by the stations of Sheha-^ 
dalic^\ and DoxdbnTji^\ Teymur pursued his march to his country 
residence of Aukserai, or the white palace, in the. neighborhood of 
Kesh. Here he does not, however, appear to have continued longer 
than was necessary to visit the shrine of Sheikh Shums-ud-dein 
Kolaur, and the tombs of his father, and others' of his family reposing 
in the silence of the grave, near that his native city. Having 
attested his regard for the memory of the illustrious dead, he then 
proceeded across the range of mountaius to the north-ward of 
Kesh, by the Tukht-e-karatchah, or black palace, formerly erected. 

* t t (he places in Italics are enumerated from De la Croix. 
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In Ins orders, and in llic cour'^e of a few (la}s,^ readied the gardens 
of IvAratonpa'I' in the neighborhood ol Sarnnrkaiid, n here, in the palace 
ol Jahaun-neinnihi, he now took up Ins abode, ns it would appear, 
sonie iniic ])ro\ious to the conclusion of the month of Mohurrem. 

InnncdialciN on his nrri\al Ins great-grandson Mirza Keydou, the 
son ol Peir Mahonnned .lahaungueir, \et a clnld of about eight years 
of age, accoinpaiiicd by Khnujah Yussufaiid Arghfin Shah, hastened 
to the presence of Ins august prog(*nilor, and he was soon followed 
bs the princess I'onukkel Khaunum, and other ladies of the impe- 
rial familv, succeeded In a numerous train of the nobles of the me- 
tropolis. Others of the principal inhabitants also repaired in crouds 
to offer their congratulniioiis on the safe return of their Mctorious 
so\creign. Ucmo^ nig, shortly afterwards, fiom the palace of Jahaun- 
iiemm'u to that in the Ilaugh-c-tchcnaur, or garden of plane trees, 
Teymur, from the kilter place, made Ins entr,} into Samarkand on tins 
occasion ; proceeding immediately to the college of his departed 
grandson, Mahommed Sultan — a structure which he had not before 
had an opportunity of Msiting since its completion. He then re- 
turned to the Baugli-c-tchenaur ; here a sumptuous banquet had 
been prepared for his entertainment, and that of Ins triumphant train. 
In the moan time, that part of the imperial family which had been 
sent forward from Feyrouzkouh, by the more direct route of Bawerd, 
or Abiwerd, Makhan, and Meru, were not yet arrived , and a mes- 
senger was accordingly dispatched to hasten their journey. The 
lapse of a few dajs, however, brought these also to the capital of the 
empire, the princess Serhi Melek Khaunum taking up her residence 
in the garden of plane trees, and Touraan Aga in the Baugh-e-be- 
Inslit, or garden of paradise. 

Soon after Ins return, Tejmur was seized by one of those attacks, 
■w’hich not unfrequently succeed to any sudden change from violeot 
motion in the field, to perfect domestic repose. During bis illness 
he appears to have resided altogether with the princess Touman Aga, 
in the Baugh-e-beshisht. Recovering, however, in the course of a 

• The dircLt distance between Kesh and Samarkand, does not, by the map, appear to 
exceed tliirtj miles , ibe t\bole distance from Termed to Samarkand not bemg more than 
two degrees of laUtude. 
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^^eek, he removed, as soon as it appeared that his health wasperfectlv 
re-established, to the Baugh-c shamaul; the spacious gardens, as the 
name implies, on the nortli side of the city, where he gave a most 
splendid entertainment, on the birth of a son to his daughter the 
princess Beggisy Sultaiin. 'When he had terminated this circuit of 
pleasure round his fair metropolis, by a visit to the Daugh-e-belend, 
or garden on the heights perhaps, he finally entered the city, and 
took up his abode in the palace of the late Mahommed Sultan ; bis 
attention being new directed to raise a superb mausoleum to the 
memory of that prince, in the shape of a dome, or portico, contiguous 
to the college already* mentioned. In the short space of a few weeks 
the work was completed by the imperial architects ; being entirely 
of white sculptured marble inlaid with gold, and azure, or lapis lazuli. 
According to De la Croix, it was only the cincture of the dome that 
received this beautiful decoration; but we are disposed to think that 
the whole of the interior, or concave of the dome, might have been 
wrought in this species of mosaic, not unfrequent m the east, A 
number of the surrounding habitations were at the s^me time removed-; 
and a beautiful garden created on the spot fuinished an elegant retreat, 
for those inclined to visit this splendid monument to the illustrious, 
departed. 

Previous to his setting out on the expedition into western Persia 
and the peninsula of Anatolia, Teymur had given directions that the 
new metropolitan mosque, or Jumma-mesjeid, built on his return from 
India, should be surrounded, during bis absence, by a spacious gallery, 
or corridor. Perceiving, however^ when he came back from the 
recent expedition, that this work had been finished on a scale infinitely 
too contracted to correspond with his own magnificent design, he 
severely reproved the architect, Khaujah Ahmed Daoud, for so- 
grossly misapprehending his instructions; and,, ordering the gallery to 
be immediately thrown down and removed, he caused a more lofty 
and extensive colonnade to be erected in its stead. 

Amidst these minor occupations he did not, however, neglect the 
more important concerns of his government. He redressed the griev- 
ances of his people, upon those unprincipled and rapacious function- 
aries, who had dared to abuse his authority to their injury; and, m 



pnrticulnr, lir cnu'^cd Mahommcd D.'.oud nncl Malimiid Jelled, the 
clmf ccrroinno^. of the exchequer \\ ho had been entrusted, during his 
ah<cnre. with the iui|iortant duties of the Vi7zaurct, or primcminis- 
tr\ , to he lenoiniuioti*;!} ‘:us|)cndcd hy the neck, in the presence of the 
great <lu’t ol the •states of the empire, coinencd ‘=omc time afterwards 
on the ]dain‘5 of Kaun-c*cull. It was at this ])eriod, also, that he 
rcccncd nu emha«:s\ from I'Mlekovi, the so\crcigu of Keptchauk, 
arenmpanud In n noble prc'^cnt, eompn/ing mam articles ofsingular 
runncii\, amonc: which i^; do^-enbed, in particular, a Shongaur, or 
Shonkar, or white falron, or ‘^omc bird of prey of that species, cx- 
trcmel} rare and htehly \abicd in the cast. 

But what It would ha\o been inexcu'^ablc to omit, is the presence, 
on till': oren'siou, of an amba'^'^ador from the IL\kcm of Afrenje, that 
jc from the ruler of some one or other of the European powers for it 
':ccm'=at all time‘s to have been repugnant to the arrogant pretensions 
of the oriental w riterc, to concede the title of king to the chief magis- 
trate of an_\ I'uropean state Be this as it may, the ambassador is 
here noticed a'^ bearing from his master, an endless \ ariet}' of the most 
rare and cosil\ production*; of art, for the acceptance of the Tchegha- 
laia.i uinnarch, among w Inch are, in particular, described some figured 
curtain':, or piece*; ol tapc‘;ir\, ‘:o exc|ui6itcly wroughtns in thejudg- 
nieiit of the historian, to ha\c infinitely surpassed the invention of 
i\Iani himself, the mo'^t cxqui'Jite of painters, to imitate, much more 
to excel. Erom the preface of Do la Croix’s work we, however, 
learn, that this ambassador w as no other than Ruy Gonzales de Cla- 
Mjo, dispatched by lIcnrA llld king of Castile, to the court of 
TcMiiur, who left Madrid, accompanied by the Tartarian ambassador 
and two collogues, on the 21st of May, A. D. 1403, and returned into 
Spain, on the 24th of March HOC. 

In the mean time, in consequence of instructions recentl}’- given, 
another spacious garden, each of the four sides of wdiich extended 
fifteen hundred statute cubits-j" in length, had been enclosed south of 

• At a more recent pcnotl, that iirrounnt nmt bigoted upstart Tlppoo SuHaun could 
find no other title to Lc'itow upon the King of Grc^t Britain, than that of the English i 
Ilnjah 1 a designation held in coniinou h> the most paltry of the petty sovereigns of lu-. 
dhstaun. 

t About 8500 feet. 
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the Baugh-e-shamaiil ; and in the centre of the new garden, the ar- 
chitects, and other ingenious workmen whom he had transported from 
Damascus, were now employed by Teymur, in the erection of another 
royal palace, which was soon completed with such singular skill and 
ability, as to surpass, a thousand fold, the boasted palgce of Khournek, 
constructed for the education of the celebrated Behram Gour * The 
singular delicacy exhibited in all sorts of marble sculpture in the orna- 
mental parts of thepalaces and villas atDamascus, and in the neighbor- 
hood, and the wonderful contrivance with which thesalubriousstreams 
and springs of the country were brought to contribute to the use, 
recreation, and delight of the inhabitants, in a variety of shapes, had, 
it seems, long attracted the admiration of the world; and the unri- 
valled skill of the workmen by whom all this could be executed must 
have been universally acknowledged, whether for their masterly per- 
foimances in sculpture, inlaying, or mosaic, and other branches of de- 
corative architecture, or for their extraordinary taste and management 
in the construction and disposition of every species of walerwork. 
In sculpture and tesselated work, or mosaic,' they are indeed repre- 
sented as capable of executing with equal minuteness and delicacy 
in the matble floors and partitions, the same designs produced m 
ivory and ebony, by the most elaborate skill of the engraver. I'he 
new palace of Teymilr is described, at all events, as far loftier, and 
more extensive than any 'that had been hitherto constructed by his 
orders ; and the workmen had ptoduced such admirable specimens 
of taste and ability in design, and skill in execution, in the marble 
decorations of its several parts, as to furnish ample proof of the su- 
perior proficiency of their countrymen, in that particular branch of 
their art; and not less by the numerous fountains, jet d’eaux, and 
other waterworks, by which they contrived to surround this encliant- 
ing abode- with all the freshness and verdure of perpetual spring. 
And last of all, according to De la Croix, the exterior of the walls 
was entirely sheathed, or overlaid, in porcelain of Kasliaun, by the 

* Tins was erected for Ni mmaii the son of Amni iiI-Kcyss, prince of flcirnfi, fo 
eian arcintcct of the name of Sinmnur, as a place for tin* education of Dflirnnt Ooiir. Tic 
arti'l was thrown headlong from the pinnacles of his work, lest he might siirpais his p'"’- 
formance, m fa\or of anj other prince. 



467 


x\’orkmen of Fnrss and Irfik, -which gave the finishing stroke to the a. H. oo 7. 
beauty of this superb pavilion. A D.1404. 

The v’holc being completed, Tcymfir experienced equal delight 
and calisf.iction, in the survey of this exquisite production of the 
united skill of sculjiture and architecture, and having given orders 
that a sumptuous banquet should be prepared upon the spot, he 
jirocccded with no less elegance than splendor, to entertain the nobi- 
lit \ and generals of his court and army — not even the European ambas- 
sadors being excluded from the hospitalities of the day. For, with 
ch.iracterislic insolence our author observes, it is an established 
maxim, that, “e\crv rc\el must ha\e its rustic.” 

As soon as he should be at leisure from the subjugation of Syria, 
and the peninsula of Asia minor, it had been long in the contempla- 
tion ofTc\nu‘ir to add to his other conquests, that of the stupendous 
monarchy of China; in order, as it is alleged, by the demolition of 
idols, and the extirpation of their worship, to expiate, in some degree, 
the una\oidablc excesses in which the ministers of his vengeance 
must lia\e been implicated, in the course of his victorious career; or, 
in plain language, to atone for his numerous spoliations in the west, 
b\ the unpro\ol cd in\a‘«ion ofa rcmote,and peaceable territorj', in the 
east. Hut, as the ensuring of the perpetuation of the human species 
constitutes one of the most important obligations of society, he con- 
cei\ cd it might be advisable to solemnize the nuptials of several of the 
princes of his family, before he proceeded on this distant and arduous 
enterprise. With this view, as well as to promote the ultimate design 
of the expedition, he determined to assemble a Koureltai, or general 
diet of the states of the empire , and messengers were, accordingly, 
dispatched to every quarter, requiring the attendance at this august 
assembly, of the most powerful chiefs, principal nobility, and gene- 
rals of the armies, throughout the wide extent of his vast dominions. 

On this occasion, two of the princes of the blood of Jengueiz, 

Tkeizy Oghlan, and Baush Temdr Oghlan, are described to'have been i 
pressingly urgent with Teymur, on no consideration to exempt the 
Mirzas Shah Rokh, and Peir Mabommed Jahangueir, from among 
those whose presence vas indispensably required to grace the illus- 
trious assembly. To these he is said to have replied, that so far as. 
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A. H.,007. related to his grandson Peir Mahommed, at this period residing ih 
Rouzut-us« there could be no particular objection to his leaving his 

suffa. igovernment for such a purpose; but with respect to Shah Rokh, 
■that the case was extremely different, since the tranquillity and 
allegiance, not only of his own province, but of those of Azerb^i- 
jaun and Ir^k Ajem, rested in a great measure, if not entirely, upon 
his personal residence at the seat of his government. A messenger 
was accordingly dispatched with a summons to Peir Mahommed; the 
beautiful meadows, or plains of Kaun-e-gi!ill, being fixed upon for 
the scene of this proud display of might and magnificence. 

On Sunday the first day of the former Rebbeia, of the eight hun- 
dred and seventh of the hidjerah,^ Teymfir proceeded to the spot , 
his accommodation having been provided for, within four immense 
Seraperdahs, or cotton inclosures, containing m paiticular one vast 
Khergah, or pavilion of state, divided into a great variety of superb 
apartments, and a Dowazdah-p&i, or Baurgah, or hall of audience, 
supported, as the name implies, on twelve pillais of embossed, or 
sculptured silver ; the exterior of this vast pavilion being of broad 
cloth of seven different colours, in reference to the seven climates, 
and the interior, of European Telvet, of every possible shade and 
variety, from the refreshing green of the emerald to the radiant blaze 
of the rub3^ The floor was bespread with gold embroidered carpets, 
of the most costly manufacture, and the tent cords were of silk of 
various colours; an immense number of tent pitchers, and workmen 
of that class, having been employed for a whole week in arranging 
this stupendous moveable fabric, and completing the innumerable 
decorations. The superb pavilion is described to have been calcula- 
ted for the reception of ten, or even twelve thousand persons at a 
time. Other tents of various descriptions, with similar accommoda- 
1ions, on a smaller scale, were provided for the princes of the blood, 
the ladies of the imperial family, and the nobles of the court. 

The concourse of individuals, from all parts of the empire, that 
■met together, shortly afterwards, on this highly decorated spot, is 
described to have been of a magnitude to excite the astonishment of 
every age. Among those considered most worthy of our notice, was 

* 6th of September. 
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MoTiguly Boughai Haujeb, the envoy of Melek Faredje Shltan of A H. 007. 
Egypt, eminently distinguished for his endowments in every branch of ^ ^ 
-oriental knowledge, who conveyed from his master the most splendid suffa. 
present in specie and jewels, and in the most beautiful variety of all 
that was rare and costly, in manufacture and workmanship. Among 
the curiosities of nature, which he also presented from his master, 
are mentioned, in particular, a Zeraufah, or Camelopard, and nine 
Shuttourmdrgs, ostriches, or camelbirds, winch is the literal signi- 
fication of the term. The Mirzas Khaleil Shltan son of Meiran 
Shah, from the frontiers of Turkestaun,'and Peir Mahommed the 
son of Jahangueir, from Gheznein, also made their appearance at the 
diet, the latter prince re-awakening in the bosom of Teymur his 
affliction for the loss of his brother, the much lamented Mahommed 
Sultan. 

It would, however, be tedious further to enumerate the circum- 
stances of this gorgeous display of oriental pomp ; the reader will 
find them detailed, with sufficient minuteness and fidelit}’-, in De 
la Croix's histoiy of Tej^mhr, or Timur Bee. We shall, in the mean 
time, proceed to state that as soon as the astrologers had selected the 
auspicious moment, the Tcheghataian monarch hastened to solemnize 
the nuptials of the Mirzas Olfigh Beg and Ibrauhim Sdltan, the sons 
of Shah Rokh, Ayjel the son of Meiran Shah, and Ahmed, Seidy 
Ahmed, and Baykera, all three sons of the departed Omar Sheikh, 
each respectively with a princess of the imperial family, the cere- 
monj'^ being performed bj-^ Sheikh Shums-ud-dein Mahommed Jezerj’^, 
and the mutual pledges of fidelity registered by Moulana Salah-ed- 
dein Yussuf, tlie chief Kauzy of Samarkand. During the solemni- 
zation, Teymhr appeared in imperial pomp seated on the throne, 
surrounded by the ladies of his family, all disposed in regular orders 
The Princes of the blood, principal Ameirs, and generals of the army, 
with the Seyuds, and others of superior rank, took their seats 
according to gradation in the pavilion of twelve pillars recently 
desciibed; while the commanders of thousands, witb-the inferior 
clssses, arranged themselves at the distance of a bow-shot off, in the 
Saoury-Mehel, another species of tents set apart for their accommo- 
dation. The state Yessaowels, exempts, or silver sticks, in embroi- 
dered vestments, and mounted on richly caparisoned horses, their 
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A d' 1S4 ornamented with gold and jewels, attentled in e^^ry direction 

~ r ' o ' uzui-us ' ' . regularity, and to promote the general convenience. And 

suffa. last of all, a number of elephants in superb housings, bearing stately 
thrones, or litters on their backs, stood at convenient intervals to 
add to the grandeur of the scene. 

Of the costly vases enriched with precious stones, the gorgeous 
services and variety of utensils of every description, in gold and 
silver, displayed in the course of the entertainments which followed 
the splendid ceremony, m quick succession, the number and value 
surpassed all calculation ; and the articles for the supply of the in- 
numerable guests, both in eatables and drinkables, are described to 
have been in such enormous abundance, that the sensations of hun- 
ger and thirst might well be said, for a time, to have been entirely 
forgotten. For many successive days and nights was the festive 
scene protracted, during which the prince and peasant, great and 
small, null and poor, indulged without distinction or restraint, in all 
the gratifications that boisterous mirth, and wine, and music, maybe 
supposed capable of affording. At the conclusion of the feast, 
Teymilr caused the most splendid dresses to be distributed to the 
several ambassadors from Syria and Egypt, from Europe, from the 
different powers of Hindhstaun, and from the boundless regions of 
Keptchauk, as well as to the whole of the Ameirs of the court, tlic 
generals and principal officers of the armj', and the numerous indi- 
viduals of his household. And when all had been dispatched that 
related to the pomp and display of these superb carousals, Teymur, 
with no less application than usual, resumed the more serious con- 
cerns of his government; neither did he omit in the seclusion of his 
cabinet to offer up his sacrifice of praise and thank«:giving to that 
Almighty being, who had ordained that so many stupendous events 
should terminate, with such unchanging uniformity, to the advance- 
ment of his designs for the subjugation of the world. 

He now began to enter with more decided spirit on his prepara- 
tions for the expedition against the empire of Cliina , and liis le.id- 
ing step was the empIo^ment of the imperial Tovatchris, to aserr- 
tnin, os nearly as possible, the numerical strength of every sc p, irate 
corps, and division m liis armies, with orders, after making suofi 
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nucnicnlations as they found requisite, to enregistcr the whole for 
111-; inspection. They were further instructed, when every other 
nrrnntrement was complete, to deliver to each of the principal Amcirs, 
a Tuikaul, or I'utikaul, or chart of regulations possibly, indicating 
the nature of the equipments they were to provide, and the disposi- 
tion in which they were to present themselves at the general rendez- 
Aous The'-e arrangements in train, Teymur quitted the plains of 
Kaun-c-eull, and returned to the metropolis, wheie he took up his 
abode lor the present in the college of Serai Melck Khaunum. From 
ihcnec he now permitted Mirza I’cii Mahommed the son of Jahan- 
gueir and his retinue, to proceed, loaded with fa\ors, by w’ay of 
Herat and Ivandahaur, towards Gheznein, accom()anied by Scid}’- 
Ahmed the son of Omar Sheikh, the mother of that 3'oung prince 
havmc been married, it seems, to I’eir I'llahommed, some time after 
the death of her former husband. The ambassador of Egypt w’as 
dismissed about the same time, after having experienced the most 
fa\ orahlc reception, with an epistle to his master, not more than 
se\cnty ouhits long and three cubits broad , all written in letters 
of qold, by Moulana Sheikh ISIahommed the Tebnzian, the most 
skilful penman of that ago. The SQltan of Ee} pt had, it would ap- 
pear, on this occasion announced by his ambassador, that he had 
recently seized and imprisoned both the fugitives, Sultan Ahmed of 
Baghdad, and his treacherous ally the Turkman Kira Yussuf, w horn 
he was read} to dispose of in any manner that might be intimated to 
him by the imperial w ill of Teymur In reply to tins he w'as informed, 
with respect to Siltan Ahmed in particular, that he w^as immediately 
to convey him in irons to the presence, wdiere there can be little 
doubt of the fate winch awaited him ; but with regard to the Turk- 
man chief, obnoxious ns he had proved, and contradictor}’^ as tins may 
appear to the opinion recently expressed of Ins character and designs, 
iSlelek Faredje w'as apprized, that he might set him at large wnthout 
further delay. The letter was accompanied by a variet}'^ of presents 
of the most superb and costly description, either of w’hich might, m 
the language of the east, be estimated at the revenue of a kingdom. 
The European ambassadors, together with those of Keptchauk and 
other foreign states, were also permitted to depart for their respective 
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countries, after having shared most liberally in the bounty of this- 
puissant monarch. We learn, however, from De la Croix’s work, 
that although the Spanish ambassadors were dismissed at the same 
time with those of the Sfiltan of Egypt, they were excluded from the 
honors of an audience of leave; Teymur being reported as seriously 
indisposed. In consequence of which it is stated, in the relation of 
the Spanish embassy through mistake, that he was actually dead.. 
Among other departures from court, which occurred at this conjunc* 
ture, it has been also considered of importance to notice those of the 
princess Melket Aga for Her^t, and of the princess imperial Beggisy 
SAltan, the ^daughter of Teymhr, for Hamadaun the government of 
her husband,* Mirza Eskunder. 

It was at the same period that the government of Taushkent, 
Seiraum, Yengui,f and Asheirah, with the territory of Jettah to the 
borders of Khat^i, was bestowed upon Alirza Olhgh Beg; while that 
of Andegaun, Aukseiket, Terauz, and Kashghar, to the confines of' 
Khoten, was conferred on Mirzalbrauhim Sflltan — both sons of Shah 
Rokh, and neither of them at this crisis, more than eleven years of 
age. The Ameirs Peir Alahommed Togh^i Bouga, Sheikh Behloul, 
Beyan TemAr Auk Bouga, and M'ahommed Azaud, proceeded at the 
same time to different quarters, in order to conduct the troops of the 
empire, to Taushkent, on the right, or eastern bank of the Seyhiin;. 
which had been fixed upon for the general rendezvous of the army 
intended for the Chinese expedition, 

Thfese arrangements dispatched, Teymfir changed his place of' 
residence from the college of SerAi Melek Khaunum to the Gougse- 
rAi, or blue palace, formerly erected by his orders. Here Ameir 
Berendek was employed by his orders to make the most careful, 
inspection of the rolls of his army ; for the purpose of ascertaining 
the precise number of effective troops that he should be able to 
devote to the important expedition, towards which all his views 
were now diiected; and that chief is accordingly stated to have 
exhibited a report, in which conformably with the resolutions already 
adopted at Kaun-e-gfill, the number of fighting-men drawn from the 
several provinces of Mawer-un-neher, Khaurezm, Thrkest^n, Balkb, 

** The aunt, and the nephew. t Probably the place called Yessy. 
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Tincl Bucldnklisliaun, Alazanclerann, and Kliorassaun, including tlie 
K.\ra-Tatari.in tribes Irau'jplantcd from Anatolia, amounted altogether 
to t\\o liundrod thousand horse and toot, in every respect completely 
cqnippi'd and disciplined for battle. This is confirmed by the state- 
ments in the Znfi'ir-namah of the Yezdian. The author of the Rou- 
7ut'Us-suHn, ho\\ ever, remarks that he had frequently heard one of his 
patrons, Mirza Sultan Ahmed, assert that the register of Teymfir’s 
armies, and their equipments, was in his possession, and that, at the 
period of the intended expedition, the troops in the immediate pay of 
that monarch alone amounted to three hundred and eighty two thous- 
aiifl men ; atldintr, that the whole force of the empire, at the same 
period, did not amount altogether to less than eight hundred thousand 
horse and fool. 

I]owc^cr this may have been, the Mirzas Khaleil Sultan son of 
I\Ieiran Shah, and .-Mimed the son of Omar Sheikh, with the Ameirs 
Jvhodadaud ul Iliisse^ny, and Shums-ud-dein Abbas, and other dis- 
linciiished commanders, uere now directed, uith the divisions and 
squadrons under their orders, to take up their u inter quarters at 
Tatishkent, Shahrokhia, and Seiraum, on the right bank of the Sey- 
liLin, or Jaxartes ; mIiiIc Islirza Sultan Husseyne and other Ameirs, 
w nil their di\ isions of the left ^Mng, proceeded far more to the north- 
vard, to pass the ^Mnter at Yessy, or Yassi, and Sabraun. In this 
place we are informed, that Shahrokhia was the city anciently known 
by the name of Finauket:; which having been destroyed, during the 
invasion of Transoxiana by the troops of Jengueiz, so completely, 
that not one brick lay upon another, it had been rebuilt, in the course 
of the seven hundred and ninety fourth ofthe hidjerah, b}’’ the direction 
of Te^ mur, and then received the designation of Shahrokhia, in honor 
of the fourth son of that monarch. 

But to proceed in the narrative, having authorized Ameir Arghun 
Shah to take charge of the government of Samarkand, during his 
absence, and consigned the imperial treasury to the care of Sheikh. 
Tchehrah, Teymur, on the twenty third of the former Jummaudy, of 
the eight hundred and seventh of the hidjerah,* the sun being then 
in the middle of Sagittarius, caused his standard to be advanced 
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towards the winter quarters of Auksulaut; encamping soon afterwards 
at the station of Kkiabulauk, where he was joined by the divisions 
of the imperial arm}’’, that were hastening to the place of general 
rendezvous on the Seyhun. From thence he proceeded by the route 
ofEylan-outy, and in several days march further to Tablik, or perhaps 
Tambic ; where he was encountered by the severity of winter, in all 
its rigor of snow’, ram, and wind, accompanied by the most piercing 
cold. In these circumstances, it became expedient to make the best 
of his way to the cantonments of Auksulaut; accommodations having 
been already prepared for his reception at that place, as w’ell as for 
the princes of his blood, the generals, and indeed for the whole of the 
troops. The sun w'as now in the frigid mansions of Capricorn,"* and 
the severity of the cold had increased to such a degree as to surpass 
all former experience. 

In conformity with the instructions which had been conveyed to 
them, the Mirzas Klialeil Sultan, and Sultan Hi'i'^seyne, had conduct- 
ed the troops under their orders, the former to Tauhhkent, and the 
latter to Yessy and Sabraun. But here, as a circumstance in some 
shape or other material to the sequel, the author has thought it expe- 
dient to suspend the narrative of public events, in order to introtliicc 
the subject of a violent passion which one of these princes, I\Iir/a 
Khaleil Sbltan, had contracted for Shaud, or Shaudy Melek, a con- 
cubine, or supplementary wife, formerly in the haram of the late 
Hadjy Seyf-ud-dein. The prince w’as already regularly espoused to 
Jahaun Sultan, the daughter of Mirza All}’, sister's son of Teymur, 
but, taking advantage of the recent absence of the imperial court, he 
had rashly proceeded to include the object of his irregular passion 
among his law fill w ives. In consequence of this, on his return to 
Samarkand, the abridgment of her conjugal rights was made thcsiib- 
ject of hca^y complaint to her imperial relative, by the nr giteted J.i- 
haun Sultan; and a mandate had been immcdi.itely issued toliringher 
odious rn al to the presence of Fe} mur. blirza Khalr il had, how r \ r r, 
contri\cd in the mean tunc, to place his favorite btwond the reieli of 
discovers ; b} w hieli the anger of Teymur was so senoiivK r\citrrl, 
that sentence of death w’as passed against her, wherever she might be 

' JU'I>. 


. 475 


found. The execution of this sanguinary decree was, however, sus- 
pended for the time, through the intercession of Mirza Peir Mahom- 
med the son of Jahangueir. But it was no sooner communicated to 
Teymflr, on his arrival at Auksulaut on this occasion, that the obnox- 
ious female was at this moment in the train of her lover at Taushkent, 
than Ameir Beraut was directed to proceed immediately to that place, 
in order to seize hei person, and convey her to the presence. This 
was accordingly done; and an order was issued, afresh, that she should 
be borne to execution without delay. 'Again, however, her pitying 
angel interposed in her 'behalf, in the person of Serai Melek Khau- 
num, who succeeded, with the aid of Sheikh Nilr-ud-dein,and'Ameir 
Shah Melek, in persuading the angry monarch that the lady was 
pregnant; and that it would be inexpedient, if not unjust, to involve 
the unconscious and unoffending infant in the punishment of its 
mother. The latter was, therefore, consigned to the care of Nfiyan, 
perhaps Buyan Aga, until the period of her delivery ; when proper 
measures were to be adopted for the education of the child, and the 
mother further given over to one of the attendants of the imperial 
household. 

Ameir Berendek had been dispatched in the mean time to Taush- 
kent, in order to expedite the supplies of the army ; and the number 
of carts, and other descriptions of conveyances with the various arti- 
cles of consumption, which thronged the roads from every quarter, 
vas so prodigious as to ensure inexhaustible abundance. Immense 
convoys of horses, and other descriptions of cattle, loaded with the 
produce of different countries, were also continually arriving at the 
imperial head quarters, and with the customary uncircumscribed 
liberality, distributed by the sovereign among the princes of bis blood, 
the principal generals, and in short, to every class of individuals who 
followed in his train. At this crisis, indeed, the majesty and grand- 
eur of the monarch, and the fortune of the satellites of his power, 
appear to 'have attained to that climax of human felicity, beyond which 
it IS impossible to ascend 'higher. Men, therefore, of superior dis- 
cernment, accustomed to look forward beyond the present moment, 
began to apprehend some further proof of the truth of the maxim 
which indicates that no human perfection is exempt from decay ; and 
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A. H.SOY. to feel the most alarming disquietude, lest that fortune which had 

- Rouzmn!!!.' so long triumphant was, at last, about to experience some- 

suffa. awful circumstance of decline.. 

Although the sun was still lingering in the latter degrees of Capri- 
corn, and the seventy of the cold produced many a sigh for the 
scorching heat of the dog days,* yet, such was the impatience of Tey^ 
mdr’s zeal for the coercion of the idolaters, that he could no longer 
wait until the ngors.of the season should have abated, and having, 
therefore, made himspjf acquainted with the state of the roads and 
other circumstances ot the country through which, he was to pass, he 
accordingly set his troops in motion for Oiraur. In the mean time, 
orders had been dispatched to the Mirzas Khaleil Sdltan, and Ahmed 
the son of Omar Sheikh, with the Ameirs,.and divisions of the army 
at Taushkent, Seiraum, and Shahrokhia, to break up from their win- 
ter quarters, and repair towards the place of rendezvous, as soon as 
the sun should have approached the middle of the sign Pisces; sim- 
ilar instructions being conveyed to Mirza Si^ltan Hfisseyne, and the 
troops cantoned at Yessy, and Sabraun, on the frontiers of Keptchauk, 
to break up for the general rendezvous, at the commencement of 
the spring. 

Teymhr,_^with the troops immediately under his orders, now pro- 
ceeded in several marches to the Seyhdn,on the right bank of which 
lie soon afterwards encamped, having crossed that, river on the ice ; 
both the Jeyhhn and Seyhhn being this year so completely frozen over, 
from the period at which the sun entered Sagittarius to that at which 
he quitted Pisces, that wheel-carnages of every description passed in 
perfect safety — the Seyhvln, in particular, being frozen to the depth of 
three cubits. On the twelfth day of Rudjub,-]' he entered Otraur,:{: 
and took up his residence in the dwelling of Beirdy Beg; the shahz^i- 
dahs, and other members of his court, being accommodated at the 
same time, in various parts of the city. At this crisis a very simple 
accident occurred, which, although at any other period it might have 
passed without notice, was now converted in^to an omen of most 
fearful prognostication. On the very day on w.hich he took possession, , 

'■ Tlic oncinal sa\s, ” for the flames of hclL t 33tli of J innary, 140 !/. 

; 80 farsangs of three liOsse each from Samarkand, Abhl fazzel. 
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liip corner of tlie roof of tlie house wliich was selected for the abode 
of Teymilr, was set fire to, by some sparks from an adjoining chim- 
ney; and although tins was extinguished without any great dif- 
ficulty, It contributed, in an extraordinary degree, to augment the 
apprehensions uhich had already sei7ed the minds of many men, in 
consequence of some frightlul r/rMinis. Teymur was, however, not 
to be deterred from his purpobc by superstitious fears , and Moussa 
Kekmaul proceeded itliout delav, by Ins orders, to examine whether 
the passage b\ Erdcpiill were practicable. That chief returned soon 
afterwards nith a report to the contrary , while another person, who 
had been dispatched for the same purpose towards Seiraum, came 
back to state, that the snow had accumulated two speais-length in 
depth, among the ridges ot Kolaun. 

"While the efforts ot TeymCir’s zeal were thus involuntarily sus- 
pended, through the inclemencies of the season, K&ra Khaujah, or 
Khoujah, the einoy ot Tokhtemesh Khaun, who had long wandered 
without authority through the wilds of northern Tartary, presented 
himselt at the imperial court in behalf of his master, and was intro- 
duced with extraordinary solemnity , Teyinilr receiving him seated 
on the throne, w ith the princes Taeizy Oghlan, Baush Temiir Oghlan, 
and Tchegher Oghlan, ot the race of, Jeiigueiz, on his right, and the 
Shahz^dahs OlOgb Beg, and Ibrauhim Sultan, on his left hand. In 
the name of Tokhtemesh the agent proceeded to state, that by a 
protracted period of suffering in the solitudes of the desert, under 
e\ery circumstance of privation, alarm, and distress, he trusted that 
he had sufficiently atoned for his disobedience and ingratitude, and 
that he had thus discharged the full penalty of his guilt. Provided, 
therefore, the imperial clemency might be extended in oblivion of the 
past, he was authorized to engage for the future, that. his master should 
prove an example of fidelity and devotion, for the remainder of Ins 
daNS. With a compassion for the distresses of an unfortunate prince, 
proceeding not less, peradventure, from his indignation at the recent 
refractory conduct, of the monarch whom, to his prejudice, he had 
taised to the throne of Keplchauk, Teymfir evinced''considerable 
kindness for the Khaujah, who was among the oldest and most faith- 
ful retainers of his master’s court, and expressly assured, him thatj. 
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“I pronounce my grandson Peir Mahommed the son of Jahangueir-, 
“ absolute heir and successor to my throne, and to the imperial dignity, 
“To him, therefore, it behoves you all to submit yourselves with zeal 
'“and fidelity; cautiously abstaining from those contentious animo- 
“sities, which must compromise the peace and welfare of so many 
“nations, and finally subvert to the foundations, that superb fabric 
“ of government, which it has cost me so many years of painful ex- 
“ ertion to erect, I demand that all present shall pledge themselves 
“ to conform to this arrangement, under the most solemn engage- 
“ ments of our common faith ; and that the generals of the troops 
“that are absent shall bind themselves under the same solemn obh- 
“ gation, not to defeat the object of these my last commands. 

The Ameirs Sheikh Nur-ud-dein, and Shah Melek, together with 
the whole of the nobility and principal officers of the household 
now assembled round his pillow, with the tears streaming from their 
eyes, and invoking every blessing upon his head, protested that every 
day of their lives would be freely sacrificed to the preservation of a 
single moment in the life of their venerated sovereign. — That so far 
from connteracting in any shape his just designs for the arrangement 
of the succession, and they should consider any such ungrateful and 
refractory demeanor on their part as exposing themselves to everlast- 
ing reproach and infamy, they were on the contrary prepared, while 
a spark of vital principle continued to animate their frames, to hold 
stedfastly Within the circle of their allegiance to his authority, and 
to sacrifice every minor concern to the advancement of his glory. 
In the mean time, they besought his attention to the necessity of 
requiring the immediate presenceof Khaleil Shltan, andof the generals 
who w'ere absent ; in order that that they might learn from himself 
the nature of his arrangements in favor of Mirza Peir Mahommed. All 
which, for obvious reasons, they could not conscientiously forbear to 
intimate as likely to produce the most material and important result 
on the future destinies of his people. 

Teymfir observed, in replj^, that hedistinctly perceived thesymptoms 
of approaching dissolution ; and that the few fleeting moments of life 
that remained were far too short to admit of the possibility of the in- 
tervjew, which they seemed disposed to invest with such material im- 



ytohnnrr. Tlonvt n 1 ip prni'^rd', lip caid for his own part, that he had 
iioiluii}’ h fi to w ish lor, in this w orld, hnl the opportunity of consoling 
his o\ ( s. for the last tinio. \^lth thesi^ht of his darling son Shah Rokh. 
Hut this was. It sveins, an indulgence which he w’as not destined to 
cn)o\. 'riieii turning to the princes of his family who w'ere present 
in the chamber, he proceeded to impress upon their minds the coun- 
sels of wisdom and evperienee, wind) he was so transcendently qua- 
lified to Instow ; pointing out to them, in particular, the inestimable 
ndvantn>jes of friternal union, and warning them above all things 
against the fatal evils of domestic strife. Ha\ ing apparenth^ conclud- 
ed what he had to say, his disorder seemed to return upon him with 
inercasing ^lolencc, and he snooned away. Coming, however, a 
little to himself, he indicated his wish that Moulana Heybet-ullah, 
from among the many who were employed without in reciting the 
chapters of the Kor,\n, should alone enter the chamber, and the djnng 
monarch soon afterwards surrendered his soul to his creator, contin- 
uing to repeat some particular passages of the sacred volume, and to 
attest the eternal unIt^ of the supreme Being, to the last moment of 
existence. 

The death of Teymur is ascertained wnth sufficient accuracy to 
ha\e taken place on the seventeenth of the month ofShabaun, of the 
eight hundred and seventh of the hidjerah,* the year of his dissolu- 
tion being contained in the letters numerically applied of the words 
iccdda-c-shchcnjawif” adieu to royalty — the Persian characters of 
which making altogether the number 807. Had he lived to the 
succeeding month of April, he would have exactly completed his 
sixty ninth year; and he is said to have exercised the sovereignty 
Without controul, reckoning from the eighth of April A. D. 1370, 
for a period of six and thirty lunar years ; or more exactly, of 
four and thirty solar years, ten months, and eight or nine days. 
With SIX and thirty sons, grandsons, and great grandsons, whom he 
left to perpetuate his race, he left also the character of having 
been one of the most renowmed monarchs recorded in the page of 
history. And, sooth to saj^ so long as a dauntless courage nurtured 
in the vicissitudes of danger, distress, and hardship — so long as un- 
* Corresponding with the 17th of February, A. D. 1405. 

3 Q 


A H 807. 

A D 1405. 
Rou/ut-us- 
suild. 


VOL. III. 



483 


A 11.007. 
A D 1 1(15. 

Kon/iit us- 

suir.t. 


rivalled talents and experience in the trade of war and desolation, 
liouever combined with the most wanton prodigality in human 
blood, shall be held up to the astonishment and admiration of the 
world, the name of Teymilr will continue to retain its place amono- 
those of the most illustrious conquerors, either of ancient or of mo- 
dern times. '■ 

We cannot, perhaps, close i lis chapter to better efflct, than by 
exhibiting, from the Kholam^k-nl alhbaiir, collated with Mr. De 
la Cioix’s version of Sherel-ud-dein’& history, the subjoined account 
of the male line of Teymur’s family, who w'ere living at the period 
of that illustrious monarch’s death; and many of whom will be 
again introduced to the reader in the course of the succeeding 

O O 

pages. 

Of the children of Ghc3MUth-nd-dein Mirza Jahangueir, wdio died 
A. D. 137*5, there were, then, living eleven sons and grandsons; 1 
blahomnied Jahangueir, nine years of age, 2 Saud-e-Wokauss, six 
3 ears of age; 3 Yahc3'a, ft^e years of age — these three were the 
sons of the late Mahommed Sultan. 4 Mirza Peir Mahommed, son 
of Jahangueir, tw'entj’-n me years of age, with seven sons — 1 Keydou, 
time ycais of age; 2 K haled, seven years of age; 3 Bouzenjer; 4 Saud- 
e-Wokauss ; 6 Sunjur; 6 Ke3sser, 7 Jahangueir. 

Of the progeny of Omar Sheikh, wdio fell, as w’e have formeil) seen, 
in A. D. 1394, before tiie castle of Khermautu, there survived sons 
and grandsons, nine; namely, 1 Peir Mahommed, twenty-six years 
of age , and 2, one son wdiose name w'as Omar Sheikh, after that of 
his grandfather; the latter W'as seven years of age; 2 Rustum, four 
and tw'ent3’^ 3’ears of age, with two sons — 4 Othmaun, six years of 
tige ;'and, 3 Sultan Ally, one j'ear old ; 6 Eskunder, the son of Omar 
Sheikh, one and twenty years of age ; 7 Ahmed, the son of Omar 
Sheikh, eighteen years of age; 8 Sidy Ahmed, eighteen 3’ears of age; 
and 9thly Baykera, twelve years of age. 

Jullaul-ud-dein Meiran Shah, thirty-eight years of age, with seven 
sons and grandsons; 1 Aba Bukker, twenty-three years of age, and 
his tw'o sons, 2 Aylengur, nine years of age,, and, 3 Othmaun Tche- 
leby, four years ’of age ; 4 Omar, the'son of Meifan Shah, twenty-two 
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years of age ; 5 Klialeil Sultan, twent3'-one years of age;''' 6 Ayjel, 
ten years of age; 7 Sc} ilrghetmesh, six years of age. 

Shah Rokh, eight and twent}-^ years of age, with seven sons — 1 Oltigh 
Beg, eleven years of age ; 2 Ibrauhim Sikltan, eleven years of age ; 3 
Ba^sungur, eight 3 oars of age , 4 S'^yurghetmesh, six years of age; 
6 Mahomined Jouky, Oiree years oflge, 6 JaunOghlan, two years of 
age; and 7th Yaurui, one year olo’.f 

In addition to the above, we must ake into our account the Mirza 
Sultan Husseyne, twenty-five years of age, the son of TeymOr^s 
daughter Aukia Begg3’’, or Tajy Khaun, by Ameir Mahommed Beg, 
the son of Aineir Moussa ; as also one daughter, Sfiltan Bukht Beg- 
um, and sixteen grand-daughters. 

Here it becomes necessary to observe, that in order to confine the 
narrative to the limits prescribed at the commencement of this under- 
taking, we are constrained, ^Mth some reluctance, to recur to the 
abridged statements of the Ivholausset-ul-akhbaur; since, were we to 
persc\ere in wading through the inexhaustible materials of the Rou- 
zut-us-sufia, so far Irom redeeming our pledge of bringing the subject 
to a conclusion with the third, it would irresistibly bear us along 
through many a tedious page, to the end of a fourth volume; and this 
must be the author’s apologj', for the conciseness which will be 
seen to pervade some of the succeeding chapters. 

* There is here a moit iinporlanl omission, for Sultan Mahommed Mirza, stated to be 
the Gth of ihe sons of Mciran Shall, >\as the lineal jirogemlor of that branch of the house^ 
of Te^mhr which mounted the tliroiic of Hindustnun. 

+ The age is given from Dc la Croix, collated with the Rouzut-us suffA. 
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